Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #4
                           *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Brenda Bower and Leonard Bower and families; *Joslyn Thomas; *Pat Hauth, (Sandy Zimmernan’s  friend, surgery Jan. 25); Ann Hale & Family; Mary Cooke; Laurel Guertin; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Janette Leitzel; Donna Donahue; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Sheri Jones; Jeffery Harrison; Pastor Stanley Helm; Dee Portez
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
 [image: image1.emf]


  SUNDAY JANUARY 24, 2021
 Third Sunday after Epiphany
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

January 24, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday after Epiphany
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  We gather this day in silence and hope

P:  We wait for God’s word for us.

L:  Let our hearts and spirits be open.

P:  God is our strength and salvation.

L:  We wait patiently for the Lord.

P:  With willing hearts and spirits we wait for the Lord. AMEN.

Invocation

Installation of Officers
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Jonah 3:1-5, 10               (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 62:5-12   (Responsive)       (See Insert or 
                                                                    Page 809 Blue Hymnal)      
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31   (See Insert)  
*Gospel:  Mark 1: 14-20                          (See Insert)
Music -           “He Leadeth Me”       See Insert or Page 461                                                         

Sermon -               “Follow Me”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -                “Jesus, I Come”          See Insert or Page 336 
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on the Third Sunday after Epiphany! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
********************************************************
Attendance for Jan. 17th: In-person- 31;   Face book  Jan. 17 online- 54 views as of Jan. 19th; Jan. 10 Face book online 81 views as of Jan. 19th.
INSTALLATION of ELDERS and DEACONS will take place on Sunday January 24th during service.
THESE DAYS Devotional yearly subscription ($6 per year) is due. If you receive this devotional, you can pay the subscription by putting it in your offering envelope. Mark it “These Days”.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
         No Sunday School, limited activities at this time. 
Jan. 24 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online                     

        Installation of Elders and Deacons during service

Jan. 31 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online 

Feb.  7 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
       Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
History of “Jesus, I Come”: A song which expresses the desire of sinners to come to the Son that they might be free is “Jesus I Come”. The text was written by William True Sleeper, who did mission work at Worcester, MA, and a home missionary in Maine, where he established three churches. In 1876 he returned to Worcester where he became minister at the Summer St. Congregational Church, a mission he served at years earlier, and remained for more than thirty years. In 1877, Sleeper began writing hymns with composer George Coles Stebbins (1846-1945). That year, Stebbins was in Worcester assisting George F. Pentecost in an evangelistic crusade. Pentecost preached one night on John. 3:3 about the need to be born again. With the strong impression of this sermon on his mind, Stebbins contacted Sleeper to ask his assistance in providing verses for a hymn on the subject. The result was likely Sleeper’s most famous gospel song, “Ye Must Be Born Again.” In 1883, Sleeper published a collection of his own poems and hymns, The Rejected King, and Hymns of Jesus,  author of some 23 hymn texts. Probably in 1886, Sleeper penned the words for a hymn beginning “Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night,” and sent them to Stebbins, who produced the tune. The song first appeared in 1887 in Gospel Hymns No. 5, which Stebbins co-edited with Ira David Sankey (1840-1908). Sleeper died at Wellesley, MA, on Sept. 24, 1904. His three children distinguished themselves in various fields of service. William W. Sleeper was also a Congregational minister at Wellesley, MA, for many years. Henry Dyke Sleeper was a professor of music at Smith College. Mary Sleeper Ruggles was a well-known contralto soloist in Boston, MA. Sleeper’s granddaughter, Helen Joy Sleeper, daughter of William, was the music librarian at Wellesley College and a widely respected research scholar. This hymn is often used as an invitation song to encourage people to make the decision to come to Christ.
                      SCRIPTURE READINGS:
1st Reading - Old Testament Jonah 3:1-5, 10  (NLT)
3 Then the Lord spoke to Jonah a second time: 2 “Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh, and deliver the message I have given you.” 3 This time Jonah obeyed the Lord’s command and went to Nineveh, a city so large that it took three days to see it all. 4 On the day Jonah entered the city, he shouted to the crowds: “Forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed!” 5 The people of Nineveh believed God’s message, and from the greatest to the least, they declared a fast and put on burlap to show their sorrow. 10 When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, he changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened.
      2nd Reading - Psalm 62:5-12 (Responsive) 
                                                            Pg. 809 Blue Hymnal (NRSV)
5 For God alone my soul waits in silence,
    for my hope is from him.
6 He alone is my rock and my salvation,
    my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
7 On God rests my deliverance and my honor;
    my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
8 Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart 
    before him;
    God is a refuge for us.
9 Those of low estate are but a breath, those of high estate are    a delusion;
in the balances they go up; they are together lighter than a breath.
10 Put no confidence in extortion, and set no vain hopes on robbery;
 if riches increase, do not set your heart on them.
11 Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this:
that power belongs to God,
12 and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord.
For you repay to all according to their work.
3rd Reading - New Testament 1 Corinthians 7:29-31(NLT)
29 But let me say this, dear brothers and sisters: The time that remains is very short. So from now on, those with wives should not focus only on their marriage. 30 Those who weep or who rejoice or who buy things should not be absorbed by their weeping or their joy or their possessions. 31 Those who use the things of the world should not become attached to them. For this world as we know it will soon pass away.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Mark 1:43-51 (NLT)
14 Later on, after John was arrested, Jesus went into Galilee, where he preached God’s Good News. 15 “The time promised by God has come at last!” he announced. “The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!” 16 One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. 17 Jesus called out to them,

“Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!”

18 And they left their nets at once and followed him. 19 A little farther up the shore Jesus saw Zebedee’s sons, James and John, in a boat repairing their nets. 20 He called them at once, and they also followed him, leaving their father, Zebedee, in the boat with the hired men.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
RESULTS of ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Elders:  Norine Goss,   Dave Novinger*    (2 year term) 

 (*Peggy Berra was voted in on January 2020)

Deacons: Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff, Richard Hoke,
Leon Shaffer, Charlie Shertzer   (2 year term)
Mutual Ministry Committee: Marie Herb   (2 year Term) 

National & Conference Delegates: Marie Herb (1Year Term) 

    (Conferences will be held virtually this year)                                    

Nominating Committee: Susan Faust (2 Year Term) 

Adult Sun. School Super.: Dave Novinger (2 Year Term)                                         

Youth Sun. School Super.: Neva Cichy (2 Year Term)

Assist. Youth Sun. School Super.: Theresa Miller (2 Year Term)
Hymn: “He Leadeth Me”        (Page 461 Red Hymnal)  
Joseph Henry Gilmore | William Batchelder Bradbury   Public Domain
CCLI Song # 62762 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  He leadeth me O blessed thought
O words with heavenly comfort fraught
Whate'er I do where'er I be
Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me
Chorus  He leadeth me He leadeth me
By His own hand He leadeth me
His faithful follower I would be
For by His hand He leadeth me
Verse 3  Lord I would clasp Thy hand in mine
Nor ever murmur nor repine
Content whatever lot I see
Since 'tis my God that leadeth me
Verse 4  And when my task on earth is done
When by Thy grace the victory's won
E'en death's cold waves I would not flee
Since Thou through Jordan leadeth me
Link for Hymn “He Leadeth Me”:
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
2020 CHURCH DIRECTORY (one per household) and 2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up when you come to church. Copies of directory are available on the time capsule between the double set of doors at the church main entrance. If you wish to pick up your envelopes, please call the church office (717-896-3118) and we can put them out for no contact pickup during office hours.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

Hymn: “Jesus, I Come” (Page 336 Red Hymnal)
  JESUS, I COME Public Domain
 William True Sleeper | George Coles Stebbins 
CCLI Song # 78873  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Out of my bondage sorrow and night
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into Thy freedom gladness and light
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of my sickness into Thy health
Out of my want and into Thy wealth
Out of my sin and into thyself
Jesus I come to Thee
Verse 2   Out of my shameful failure and loss
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of earth's sorrows into Thy balm
Out of life's storms and into Thy calm
Out of distress to jubilant psalm
Jesus I come to Thee
Verse 3   Out of unrest and arrogant pride
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into Thy blessed will to abide
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love
Out of despair into raptures above
Upward for aye on wings like a dove
Jesus I come to Thee
Verse 4   Out of the fear and dread of the tomb
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into the joy and light of Thy home
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of the depths of ruin untold
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold
Ever Thy glorious face to behold
Jesus I come to Thee
Link for Hymn “Jesus, I Come”: 
History of Hymn “He Leadeth Me”: In 1862, as a 28-year- old student who was about to become a pastor, Joseph Henry Gilmore 
was invited to preach at the historic First Baptist Church of Philadelphia. “I set out to give the people an exposition of the Twenty-third Psalm. I had given this exposition on three or four other occasions, but this time I did not get beyond the words ‘He leadeth me.’ So greatly impressed was I with the blessedness of divine guidance that I made this my theme.” At the close of the meeting, Henry and some others went to the home of a deacon. “There,” he wrote, “we continued our discussion of divine guidance. While I was still talking and listening, I wrote on a piece of my exposition manuscript the words to this hymn. I handed the paper to my wife and more or less forgot the incident.” The words that Henry had written began with this famous stanza:

     He leadeth me! O blessed tho’t!

     O words with heav’nly comfort fraught!

    What-e’er I do, wher-e’er I be,

    Still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me!

He also edited the Concord, New Hampshire Daily Monitor. Gilmore provided further information on the historical context of this hymn: ‘It was the darkest hour of the Civil War. I did not refer to that fact - that is, I don’t think I did - but it may subconsciously have led me to realize that God’s leadership is the one significant fact in human experience, that it makes no difference how we are led, or whither we are led, so long as we are sure God is leading us.     Three years later, having pastored for some time in New Hampshire, Henry was invited to preach a trial sermon at the Second Baptist Church in Rochester. “I picked up a church hymnal to see what songs they sang and was surprised to have the book fall open to the very song 
I had written three years earlier,” he wrote. “When I returned home, I related this experience to my wife. ‘I do not understand it, ’ I said. ‘My words had been set to music by Dr. William B. Bradbury, yet I had not given the words to anybody.’ My wife smiled and said, ‘I can explain it, Joseph. I felt that the words would bless the hearts of people in these troublesome times; so I sent the poem to The Watchman and Reflector. I am glad to know that they have printed it.” The famous hymn composer William Bradbury had seen the lines and added music and the last two lines of the chorus. Henry took this incident as divine leadership that he should accept a situation at the Rochester church. 

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #4               

 January 24, 2021               
         “Follow Me”


   
      
                    3rd Sunday After Epiphany

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: We gather this day in silence and hope

P: We wait for God’s word for us.

L: Let our hearts and spirits be open.

P: God is our strength and salvation.

L: We wait patiently for the Lord.

P: With willing hearts and spirits we wait for the Lord. AMEN.

Invocation:

Holy One, God of all Creation, you call us to be your people, to carry your vision in this time and place, to go where you send us to help declare and welcome your amazing, good news. As we gather in the presence of the risen Christ to spread the news that your realm is near, fill us with your Holy Spirit, O God of all Creation. Fill us with your glorious Spirit, that we may share your good news with a world in need. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm: Psalm 62:5-12
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
*Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
Meditation:
“Follow Me”


There were a bunch of us spread out between several cars as we made our way from Rhode Island to Washington, D.C. We had the route planned. Each car had a CB radio (it was the early 1980’s after all). It didn’t take too long to realize who were the natural leaders in our caravan. The good ones kept a pace that everyone could follow, and if a car got separated from the others, the good leaders would hold their lane until everyone was back together. The not so good leaders would just drive as if they were the only one on the trip. They’d make lane changes, take exits, follow detours, without ensuring that the other cars were with them. Thank goodness we had the radios to check in and give needed information to the other cars, otherwise who knows where those trailing cars would have been. The good leaders were ones in whom we had confidence. If they said, “follow me,” it was no problem. There were no worries. If one of the poorer leaders had even bothered to say, “follow me,” I imagine there would have been a lot of hemming and hawing at their call. 


We are invited to consider Jesus’s call to “follow me,” as we read about the calling of James, John, Simon (Peter), and Andrew as Mark tells the story in his own unique way. Mark’s way of telling the account is very straight forward. It’s the basic facts without any meaningful interpretation on his part. You could think of Mark as a beat reporter: “just the facts, ma’am.” And in some ways Mark’s account raises more questions than answers.


Mark starts off this part of his story with Jesus’s taking over John the Baptist’s role of preaching the Good News, announcing the immanent arrival of the Kingdom of God, and that people should turn from their sins, and do it soon. John has been arrested and imprisoned by Herod. His preparing the way for the Messiah is over because now the Messiah is here in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 


“Come follow me… be my disciples!” This is what Andrew and his brother, Simon (Peter), hear called to them from a stranger walking along the Sea of Galilee after they had finished fishing for the day. “Come and follow me, and I’ll teach you how to fish for people.” Do you ever wonder what must have gone through their minds at hearing Jesus’s call? Were they skeptical at first? Did they have any previous knowledge of Jesus because of John the Baptist’s ministry? Mark doesn’t answer those questions, but does tell us that the two brothers ‘immediately’ dropped what they were doing and began following Jesus. They were certainly intrigued with Jesus’s invitation. 


While Jesus and his new entourage are walking around the sea, they come upon another pair of fishing brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. More than likely they knew Andrew and Simon as they were all fishermen on the same body of water. Jesus invites them to come and follow him, too. And that’s just what they do. Mark tells us that just like Andrew and Simon, they drop what they’re doing to follow Jesus. Imagine leaving your family and friends. Imagine leaving your jobs. You’re leaving what you’ve known your whole life to embark on a new adventure. One that certainly has far more questions than answers. 


If Jesus were to invite you to, “come and follow me,” would you be willing to go? Would you be willing to leave everything you’ve known behind to see what God was doing through him? Would you be willing to let go of your ways of understanding your world in order to see it from Jesus’s perspective? Would you be willing to let go of a relatively predictable life for one that is anything but predicable and ordinary so that you could be in the presence of Jesus? Well, that is what Jesus is doing even today; even with you! “Come, and follow me, and you’ll never be the same.” 

We are continually being invited to follow Jesus as he continues to usher in the Kingdom of God in and through us. We are continually being invited to let go of our sins, addictions, prejudices, desire for possessions and wealth, and all the things we think are necessary for our lives in order to find what is truly needed: freedom from sin and bondage, following the leadings and promptings of the Holy Spirit, and learning to see the world through the eyes of those who are oppressed, marginalized and broken in order to share the love of Jesus with them. Do we dare try it? Do we dare follow Jesus into his mission to share the Good News that God’s Kingdom is here even in the midst of our crazy, chaotic, mixed up world? I almost hear Jesus say, “come on, I dare you to come and follow.” 

As you ponder Jesus’s invitation to ‘come and follow’ may you find a courage you didn’t know you had as the Holy Spirit empowers you. May you be willing to let go of whatever it might be that’s holding you back from fully following Jesus into our worlds. May you be willing to follow Jesus in loving the unlovable, caring for the hurt and broken, befriending people who look and think differently than you all to show them the love of their Heavenly Father found in the person of Jesus. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Lord, you have come to the lakeshore of our lives, looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones. You only ask us to follow humbly. We are generally hard-working people, going about our daily tasks when we are confronted by Jesus. This same Jesus, who long ago called to those first disciples, calls to us each today. Our "lakeshores" are different. They are the places where we work and where we live. Yet Jesus is coming for each one of us, just as we are and inviting us to follow him humbly. We now lift the names of loved ones, as well as situations in our community and world today in silent, prayerful petition for your divine, healing love. 
[A moment of silence.]

We have uttered in our hearts names and situations that it would break our hearts to speak. And God, you hear all our cries and respond in love. This is one of the faithful works of the church; the work of prayer, asking for God’s healing mercy and blessings. As we have offered our prayers, let us also offer our lives, trusting in God’s love and call to us, responding with confidence. For it is in Jesus’ Name we pray. AMEN.

[The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:
As the disciples walked with Christ so long ago, walk with Christ in your hearts and spirits. Feel the power of the Holy Spirit guiding your path. Know the love of God which is poured out for you and rejoice. Go in peace and may God’s peace go with you. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
