   Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #05
                         *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Gary & Vickie Snyder & Family; *Family of Karen Kraft, (Gail Shertzer’s cousin); *Family of Dennis Zilinski; *June Treichler, (Jane Baker’s sister); Ann Hale & Family; Mary Cooke; Laurel Guertin; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Donna Donahue; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Sheri Jones; Jeffery Harrison; Dee Porte; Pat Hauth
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 
 [image: image1.emf]


  SUNDAY JANUARY 31, 2021
 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

January 31, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  From the pillar of fire and cloud of smoke, God led the people.

P:  Praise be to God!
L:  Through the voices of the prophet, God proclaimed the way to live.
P:   Praise be to God!
L:  Through the power and witness of Jesus Christ, God offered us new life.
P: Thanks be to God who has showered us with blessing upon blessing! AMEN.

Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Deuteronomy 18:15-20   (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 111  (Responsive)  (See Insert or Pg 836 Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13       (See Insert)  
*Gospel:  Mark 1: 21-28                            (See Insert)
Music -  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”    See Insert or Page 26                                                         

Sermon -               “And So It Begins”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -  “O For a Thousand Tongues”          See Insert or Page 76 
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
********************************************************
Attendance for Jan. 24th: In-person- 25;  Face book Jan. 24 online- 59 views as of Jan. 27th; Face book  Jan. 17 online- 74 views as of Jan. 27th.
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to the following families: 

   Gary and Vickie Snyder and family as Gary’s mother Lois went to be with the Lord last Sunday. 
   Family of Karen Kraft and Family of Dennis Zilinski

We pray God that comforts and surrounds them with his loving arms and presence.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
         No Sunday School, limited activities at this time. 
Jan. 31 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online 

Feb.  7 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
       Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
Feb.  9 -  5:30-6:30PM -  Community Meal Pick-Up
Feb. 14 - 
10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday February 9th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Turkey-vegetable pie, Salad, Fruit cup, Dessert. Call church office to reserve meal by Feb. 4. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.
THESE DAYS Devotional yearly subscription ($6 per year) is due. If you receive this devotional, you can pay the subscription by putting it in your offering envelope. Mark it “These Days”.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

Hymn History: "O For a Thousand Tongues" is one of many hymns written by Charles Wesley.  He and his brother, John, became friends with a group of Moravian Christians as they returned by ship to England from the American colonies.  One of the Moravian leaders was a man named Peter Bohler -- a man that the Wesleys much admired for his deep faith who made the comment, "Oh, Brother Wesley, the Lord has done so much for my life.  Had I a thousand tongues, I would praise Christ Jesus with every one of them."  Those words inspired Wesley to write this hymn. One year from the experience, Wesley wrote the hymn, in commemoration of his renewal of faith; an 18-stanza poem beginning with ‘Glory to God, and praise, and love,/Be ever, ever given’ and titled ‘For the anniversary day of one’s conversion’. The seventh verse, “O for a thousand tongues to sing’, is now the first verse of a shorter hymn, recalls Bohler’s words, ‘Had I a thousand tongues I would praise Him with them all’.
                      SCRIPTURE READINGS:
1st Reading - Old Testament Deuteronomy 18:15-20  (NLT)
15 Moses continued, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you yourselves requested of the Lord 
your God when you were assembled at Mount Sinai. You said,

‘Don’t let us hear the voice of the Lord our God anymore or see this blazing fire, for we will die.’ 17 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘What they have said is right. 18 I will raise up a prophet like you from among their fellow Israelites. I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell the people everything I command him. 19 I will personally deal with anyone who will not listen to the messages the prophet proclaims on my behalf. 20 But any prophet who falsely claims to speak in my name or who speaks in the name of another god must die.’
      2nd Reading - Psalm 111:1-10 (Responsive)  (NLT) Pg. 836 Blue Hymnal
Praise the Lord!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
    in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
2 Great are the works of the Lord,
    studied by all who delight in them.
3 Full of honor and majesty is his work,
    and his righteousness endures forever.
4 He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds;
    the Lord is gracious and merciful.
5 He provides food for those who fear him;
    he is ever mindful of his covenant.
6 He has shown his people the power of his works,
    in giving them the heritage of the nations.
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just;
    all his precepts are trustworthy.
8 They are established forever and ever,
    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
9 He sent redemption to his people;
    he has commanded his covenant forever.
    Holy and awesome is his name.
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
2nd Reading - Psalm 111:1-10 (Responsive)  (NLT) Pg. 836 Blue Hymnal

all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever.

Reading - New Testament 1 Corinthians 8:15-20 (NLT)
8 Now regarding your question about food that has been offered to idols. Yes, we know that “we all have knowledge” about this issue. But while knowledge makes us feel important, it is love that strengthens the church. 2 Anyone who claims to know all the answers doesn’t really know very much. 3 But the person who loves God is the one whom God recognizes. 4 So, what about eating meat that has been offered to idols? Well, we all know that an idol is not really a god and that there is only one God. 5 There may be so-called gods both in heaven and on earth, and some people actually worship many gods and many lords. 6 But for us, There is one God, the Father, by whom all things were created, and for whom we live. And there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things were created, and through whom we live. 7 However, not all believers know this. Some are accustomed to thinking of idols as being real, so when they eat food that has been offered to idols, they think of it as the worship of real gods, and their weak consciences are violated.

8 It’s true that we can’t win God’s approval by what we eat. We don’t lose anything if we don’t eat it, and we don’t gain anything if we do. 9 But you must be careful so that your freedom does not 
cause others with a weaker conscience to stumble. 10 For if others see you—with your “superior knowledge”—eating in the temple of an idol, won’t they be encouraged to violate their conscience by eating food that has been offered to an idol? 11 So because of your superior knowledge, a weak believer for whom Christ died will be destroyed. 12 And when you sin against other believers by 

encouraging them to do something they believe is wrong, you are sinning against Christ. 13 So if what I eat causes another believer to sin, I will never eat meat again as long as I live—for I don’t want to cause another believer to stumble.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Mark 1:21-28 (NLT)
21 Jesus and his companions went to the town of Capernaum. When the Sabbath day came, he went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, for he taught with real authority—quite unlike the teachers of religious

law.  23 Suddenly, a man in the synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24 “Why are you interfering with us, Jesus

of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are

—the Holy One of God!” 25 But Jesus reprimanded him. “Be 

 quiet! Come out of the man,” he ordered. 26 At that, the evil spirit screamed, threw the man into a convulsion, and then came out of him. 27 Amazement gripped the audience, and they began to discuss what had happened. “What sort of new teaching is this?” they asked excitedly. “It has such authority! Even evil spirits obey his orders!” 28 The news about Jesus spread quickly throughout the entire region of Galilee.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Link for hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

EIN’ FESTE BURG (German)
History of Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (German): “Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott” is one of the best known hymns by the reformer Martin Luther, a prolific hymnodist. Luther wrote the words and composed the melody sometime between 1527 and 1529. Often called the “Battle Hymn of the Reformation,” Martin Luther’s “A Mighty Fortress” has been translated into almost every known language, and at least eighty different translations have been made into English!  It so captured the spirit of the Protestant Reformation that when Protestant emigrants were forced into exile or martyrs went to their death, “A Mighty Fortress” always seemed to be the song they chose to sing.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (pg 26 in red hymnal)

 Frederick Henry Hedge | Lani Smith | Martin Luther CCLI Song # 1703075   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  A mighty fortress is our God
A bulwark never failing
Our helper He amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing
For still our ancient foe
Doth seek to work us woe
His craft and pow'r are great
And armed with cruel hate
On earth is not His equal 

Verse 2  Did we in our own strength confide
Our striving would be losing
Were not the right man on our side
The man of God's own choosing
Dost ask who that may be
Christ Jesus it is He
Lord Sabaoth His name
From age to age the same
And He must win the battle
Verse 3  And tho' this world with devils filled
Should threaten to undo us
We will not fear for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us
The prince of darkness grim
We tremble not for him
His rage we can endure
For lo his doom is sure
One little word shall fell him
Verse 4  That word above all earthly pow'rs
No thanks to them abideth
The Spirit and the gifts are ours
Thro' Him who with us sideth
Let goods and kindred go
This mortal life also
The body they may kill
God's truth abideth still
His kingdom is forever  Amen 
Hymn: “O for a Thousand Tongues” (Page 76 Red Hymnal)
  Azmon Public Domain
Carl Gotthelf Gläser | Charles Wesley | Lowell Mason

CCLI Song #  7028712 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer's praise
The glories of my God and King
The triumphs of His grace
Verse 2  Jesus the name that charms our fears
That bids our sorrows cease
'Tis music in the sinner's ears
'Tis life and health and peace
Verse 3   He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin
He sets the pris'ner free
His blood can make the foulest clean
His blood availed for me
Verse 4   Hear Him ye deaf His praise ye dumb
Your loosened tongues employ
Ye blind behold your Savior come
And leap ye lame for joy
Verse 5   My gracious Master and my God
Assist me to proclaim
To spread thru all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy name
Link for Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues”: 
2020 CHURCH DIRECTORY (one per household) and 2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up when you come to church. Copies of directory are available on the time capsule between the double set of doors at the church main entrance. If you wish to pick up your envelopes, please call the church office (717-896-3118) and we can put them out for no contact pickup during office hours.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #5               
      January 31, 2021               
         “And So It Begins”


   
      
                    4th Sunday After Epiphany

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: From the pillar of fire and cloud of smoke, God led the people.

P: Praise be to God!
L: Through the voices of the prophet, God proclaimed the way to live.

P: Praise be to God!
L: Through the power and witness of Jesus Christ, God offered us new life.

P: Thanks be to God who has showered us with blessing upon blessing! AMEN.
Invocation:

Open our hearts and spirits this day to hear the great good news of your power and presence with all your people. Fill our hearts with rejoicing as the words are proclaimed in song and story. Enliven us and remind us that you are with us, through the pillar of fire, through the magnificent words of the prophets, through the ministry and love of Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm: Psalm 111
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
*Gospel: Mark 1:21-28
Meditation:
“And So It Begins”


I found seminary to be both an intimidating place and a wonderfully humbling place. One of the reasons was because of my New Testament professor, Klyne Snodgrass. I had heard a lot about him prior to starting seminary; about what a demanding teacher he was, about his fierce competitiveness on the intramural basketball court, and his brilliance when it came to biblical studies. He had written several critically acclaimed books including commentaries and a large tome exploring and detailing all of the parables of Jesus. Yet all of this prior knowledge I had of Klyne didn’t prepare me for all the things I would learn and unlearn because of his teaching. 


My first class began with him praying for each of us and our time together, that God would form in us a deep love and desire to plumb the depths of Scripture in order to know God in a richer way, and to be able to teach the people we would eventually serve in our future congregations. After praying, he read from Matthew’s Gospel. When he finished someone asked what translation he was using as his reading varied some from the translations we were all used to; not in any way that would alter the meaning of the text, but just different word choices, or sentence structure. He said, “this is the Greek New Testament.” I realized that because of his deep love of scripture, combined with his academic brilliance, he was translating the Greek text into English as he read. He taught us as someone with great authority. And his abilities are widely respected among conservative and liberal theologians alike not just because of his academic expertise, but also because of his deep love for Jesus; the person he has spent his life studying. 


Mark’s text has  us with Jesus and his first disciples in the Galilean town of Capernaum. He has been there teaching in the synagogues for a little while. The people were amazed by his teaching because he taught in a way that was quite different than the way the teachers of the law had been teaching: he taught with authority. He taught in a way that carried weight and credibility. We’re not clued into how this authority was perceived, but there must have been something about it. Maybe it was the fact that he lived in keeping with the very things he was teaching about. This begins an important theme in Mark’s Gospel; that Jesus has authority over all things.


And as if to make his point, Mark tells us of an interaction between Jesus and a man filled with an evil spirit. The man filled with an evil spirit was in the synagogue where Jesus was preaching. And as Jesus was teaching, the spirit, through the man, cries out, “what do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are…” To say this was disturbing would be a gross understatement. This evil spirit seems to be taunting Jesus. Seems to be challenging him; to raise questions about Jesus’s legitimacy and power. 


How does Jesus respond? “Be quiet! Come out of him!” Jesus demands. Jesus’s response reminds me of episodes of M.A.S.H. when the camp CO is trying to get everyone’s attention but no one is listening until Radar, the company clerk yells, “QUIET!” and then everyone’s quiet. It gave you the impression of just who had the real authority. It was the one who could actually get things done, in the case of the show, it was Radar. In the case of the demoniac in Capernaum, it was Jesus and not the scribes. We read of the evil spirit’s leaving the man with convulsions and shrieks. The spirit didn’t want to leave. It had become quite comfortable with that man. It also makes me wonder at how or why it had become comfortable being in the synagogue; a place where people met to pray, and learn about God, or at least that was what it was supposed to be. 


Again, the people are amazed because Jesus now exhibited authority over demons. His authority was not just in his teachings – authority was in all areas of his ministry. It was in his control over creation (walking on water, turning water to wine, etc.). It was in his ability to gather a group of diverse followers from diverse backgrounds and worldviews. And as Mark illustrates here, his authority exists over evil. And the news of Jesus begins to spread over the whole region of Galilee. The epic struggle of good versus evil was now focused in the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth. God’s plan to set things right and wrest his creation from the works of evil were now begun in Jesus and would lead to the cross and the ultimate victory in Jesus’s resurrection. 


Today’s text is a powerful reminder to pay attention to the teachings of Jesus. Not just the ones we like, or happen to agree with, but also those that challenge and confront us. Jesus’s teachings aren’t meant to shame or belittle us. They’re not meant to point out how right we are and how wrong others are. They are meant to call us and set us free from those evil things, both subtle and overt, that we have grown blind to, just like the people in the synagogue in Capernaum had grown blind and tolerant of the evil in their midst. Jesus teaches us all these things with his authority so that we might become fully devoted followers of his more and more each day. And in so doing, we might glorify God and his relentless love that draws us to him. 


So when we’re feeling anxious, afraid or nervous about the future may we remember that Jesus has authority over it all. May we be reminded that Jesus invites us to receive rest and care from him when we are feeling weighed down and oppressed. And while evil may shriek convulse, and put on a frightening display, may we be reminded that it no longer has any real power; only Jesus has the real power; the final authority because of his victory at the cross and his resurrection. May it be so. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
What have we done, Lord? We want to praise you, so we splash your words on screens on a wall, with brightly colored and powerful images. We shout your praises, with hands held on high. We teach and preach your word. But we don’t listen carefully for you. We are so busy trying to shout above the noise of the day, that we don’t take time to really listen and know you. The voices of the prophets spoke to people long ago who were too busy and anxious to hear. Their words streamed in the winds of time and have come to us. We need to pay attention to your message offered through them. You are our God, the God of all creation, the God of power and love, whose mercy is offered to us. In Jesus’ time, he proclaimed the good news through words and actions, reaching out to those who were troubled, alienated, cast aside. He offered healing and hope to those others turned away. Help us to learn that you alone can heal us and fix those areas in our lives that are wounded and twisted. Help us to understand that you alone can offer to us a new way of life through Jesus Christ. Remind us again that as we speak the names of people and situations that concern us, praying for your healing touch, that the same touch is offered to us in Jesus’ name. Lord, we need to let go of our control issues and place our trust wholly in you. Now and forever. 

[A moment of silence.]

[The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:
Jesus comes to us, offering healing and hope, speaking and acting with authority. Listen to him. Go into this world, confident in God’s love and healing power. Go in peace and may God’s love and peace always be with you. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
