        Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #40
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Phil Guertin, (Hosp.);  *Dana Welcomer, (Gary/Carol Miller’s daughter); *Kelly Richter, (had surgery); *Carole Fetterhoff, (Craig’s wife); Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker;  Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Deb Polak; Ellen Snyder; Ty & Lana Shoop; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger (has new address); June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                       [image: image1.emf]


                                   OCTOBER 10, 2021
    Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
October 10, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Diane Shaffer                  
L:   It was easy to come to worship this morning.
P:  We feel welcome and look forward to the worship service.
L:   How hard it is to enter God’s kingdom.
P:   We have to be ready to let go of the things that tie us down.
L:   Get ready. God is waiting for you.
P:   Open our hearts and our spirits, Lord, to receive your word for us. AMEN.
 

Invocation                                                  Diane Shaffer         
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Testament: Job 23:1-9, 16-17            (See Insert)  Laurel Guertin    
Psalm: Psalm 22:1-15  (Responsively)  (See Insert)  Pastor 
N. Testament: Hebrews 4:12-16            (See Insert)   Leon Shaffer
Hymn -                “Fairest Lord Jesus”            Page 88                                                                        
*Gospel: Mark 10:17-31                        (See Insert)   Pastor     
Sermon:                      “What Must I Do?”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -                    “Trust and Obey”                  Page 349
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today October 10th  the Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. 
Weekly Devotionals/bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.

If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

Oct.  10 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                5:30-7:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728 Meeting
Oct.  11 - 6:00-7:00PM - Zumba (social hall)

Oct.  12 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup

                5:45-8:00PM - G. S. Troop 10740 in meeting room

Oct.  14 - 6:00-7:30PM - G. S. Troop 11301

Oct.  15 - All articles are due for November newsletter!
Oct.  17 - 7:00PM - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 12:30-5:00PM - G. S. Event in social hall
Oct.  20 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Oct.  24 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

OCTOBER LAY READER SCHEDULE:
Oct. 10 - Leon Shaffer, Laurel Guertin; Oct. 17 - Gerry Wiest, Ed Dobbin; Oct. 24 - Charles Cichy, Donna Novinger; Oct. 31 - Sharon Fetterhoff, Dave Novinger

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday October 12th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu:

Hamloaf, Macaroni & Cheese, Green beans, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert.  Please see the donation/helper list.

ARTICLES ARE DUE FRIDAY OCTOBER 15 for November newsletter!

COUNCIL MEETING is Wednesday Oct. 20 at 7:00PM. 
Attendance: 

In-person worship for Oct. 3 was 38.
Face book views for Oct. 3 were 26.
Face book views for Sept. 26 were 25.
                             SCRIPTURE READINGS   
1st Reading - O. Test. Job 23:1-9, 16-17 (NLT) 
23 Then Job spoke again: 2 “My complaint today is still a bitter one, and I try hard not to groan aloud. 3 If only I knew where to find God, I would go to his court. 4 I would lay out my case and present my arguments. 5 Then I would listen to his reply and understand what he says to me. 6 Would he use his great power to argue with me? No, he would give me a fair hearing. 7 Honest people can reason with him, so I would be forever acquitted by my judge. 8 I go east, but he is not there. I go west, but I cannot find him. 9 I do not see him in the north, for he is hidden. I look to the south, but he is concealed.    16 God has made me sick at heart; the Almighty has terrified me. 17 Darkness is all around me; thick, impenetrable darkness is everywhere.
2nd Reading - Psalm 22:1-15 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
    Why are you so far away when I groan for help?
2 Every day I call to you, my God, but you do not answer.
    Every night I lift my voice, but I find no relief.
3 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.
4 Our ancestors trusted in you, and you rescued them.
5 They cried out to you and were saved.
    They trusted in you and were never disgraced.
6 But I am a worm and not a man. I am scorned and despised by all!
7 Everyone who sees me mocks me.
    They sneer and shake their heads, saying,
8 “Is this the one who relies on the Lord? 

Then let the Lord save him!
If the Lord loves him so much, let the Lord rescue him!”
9 Yet you brought me safely from my mother’s womb
    and led me to trust you at my mother’s breast.
10 I was thrust into your arms at my birth.
    You have been my God from the moment I was born.
11 Do not stay so far from me, for trouble is near,
    and no one else can help me.
12 My enemies surround me like a herd of bulls;
    fierce bulls of Bashan have hemmed me in!
13 Like lions they open their jaws against me,
   
2nd Reading - Psalm 22:1-15 (Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)
roaring and tearing into their prey.
14 My life is poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.
My heart is like wax, melting within me.
15 My strength has dried up like sunbaked clay.
    My tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth.
    You have laid me in the dust and left me for dead.
  
3rd Reading - N. Test. Hebrews 4:12-16 (NLT)
12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable. 14 So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. 15 This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. 16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Mark 10:17-31 (NLT)
17 As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a man came running up to him, knelt down, and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you call me good?”

Jesus asked. “Only God is truly good. 19 But to answer your question, you know the commandments: ‘You must not murder. You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not testify falsely. You must not cheat anyone. Honor your father and mother.’” 20 “Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was young.” 21 Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. 23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God!” 24 This amazed them. But Jesus said again, “Dear children, it is very hard to enter the Kingdom of God. 25 In fact, it 
*Sermon Text - Gospel Mark 10:17-31 (NLT)  (Continued)
is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!” 26 The disciples were astounded. “Then who in the world can be saved?” they asked.
27 Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But not with God. Everything is possible with God.”
28 Then Peter began to speak up. “We’ve given up everything to follow you,” he said. 29 “Yes,” Jesus replied, “and I assure you that everyone who has given up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or property, for my sake and for the Good News, 30 will receive now in return a hundred times as many houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and property—along with persecution. And in the world to come that person will have eternal life. 31 But many who are the greatest now will be least important then, and those who seem least important now will be the greatest then.”
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) September, October, November devotionals and (large print) October, November, December devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance. 

MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
      Links to Hymn “Fairest Lord Jesus”
https://youtu.be/ElDYW1OZfMk 
      https://youtu.be/DY7HjUxGS6U?t=2 

      Link to Hymn “Trust and Obey”
https://youtu.be/uEoHY7AV0ek
      Hymn story of “Fairest Lord Jesus”:

Little is known of the origin of this cherished hymn. Associated with it are several popular legends which cannot always be substantiated by research. One of the best-known accounts is that it was called the Crusaders Hymn. Some think that it was sung by the twelfth century German Crusaders, especially by their children, as they made their long and wearisome trek to the Holy Land. But William Jensen Reynolds dismisses as “completely erroneous” any association of this hymn with the Crusades. The words may have originated in the Jesuit Order, which came into being after the Crusades. The tune emerges in Franz Liszt’s oratorio Legend of Saint Elizabeth--wherein the tune forms part of the “Crusader’s March”-- but no evidence of the tune exists prior to 1842, when the hymn appeared in Schlesische Volkslieder.  It was

The English adaptation of this hymn was by Richard Storrs Willis, born in Boston, Massachusetts. It is interesting to note that in this collection a notation about the origin of the hymn is made, stating that it was sung by the German knights on the way to Jerusalem.
Hymn story of hymn “Trust and Obey”:

    John H. Sammis was the writer of the Christian hymn Trust and Obey in 1887 with music composed by Daniel Towner the year before.  Sammis was born in 1846, in Brooklyn, New York and died in 1919 in Los Angeles, California. A man of business who later turned to preaching for a Presbyterian church, John Sammis additionally wrote the popular hymn He's a Friend of Mine. He also was a teacher at the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 

   Many people grew up singing this familiar gospel song in Sunday School classes, worship services, revival meetings and other gatherings of the church. Gospel songs often take a kernel of Scripture and weave a personal or first- person reflection around the chosen passage. We are not sure of the text upon which the author, John H. Sammis (1846-1919), based his hymn. Some sources suggest 1 John 1:7, but, as UM Hymnal editor Carlton Young points out, there does not appear to be any substantial resemblance to this passage and the content of the hymn. Hymnologist Kenneth W. Osbeck cites 1 Samuel 15:22: “And Samuel said, ‘Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken better than the fat of rams.’” Perhaps this is the best we can
do in this case.

History of hymn “Trust and Obey” (Continued)
   The hymn was inspired in 1886 when the composer of the music, Daniel B. Towner (1850-1919), was the music leader during one of Dwight L. Moody’s famous revivals. Towner provided the following account cited by Moody’s musical partner, Ira D. Sankey, in his biography, My Life and the Story of the Gospel Hymns: “Mr. Moody was conducting a series of meetings in Brockton, Massachusetts, and I had the pleasure of singing for him there. One night a young man rose in a testimony meeting and said, ‘I am not quite sure—but I am going to trust, and I am going to obey.’ I just jotted that sentence down, and sent it with a little story to the Rev. J. H. Sammis, a Presbyterian minister. He wrote the hymn, and the tune was born.” Sammis is said to have composed the lines of the refrain upon receiving the letter:“Trust and obey—for there’s no other way To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”
    The text and music first appeared in the 1887 collection, Hymns Old and New, and the hymn and has been listed in countless hymnals since then. As is the case with most gospel songs, these lines provide the central theme around which all of the stanzas were written. 

   We can imagine that many a sermon has been based on these three words, and following the singing of this hymn at the conclusion of the sermon, many worshippers have headed home humming or whistling the refrain, providing a lyrical way to take the theme with them. Dr. Young points out that this hymn “is concerned with the rewards of trusting God’s word and obeying God’s will.” The ultimate reward, a heavenly one so common in hymnody, appears in the final stanza when the hymn writer muses that “in fellowship sweet we will sit at his feet.”

    When we read that story, we think about the young man whose quiet, spontaneous testimony inspired a hymn that has meant so much to millions of people all over the world.  No one knows his name.   Probably that the young man never knew that his testimony had borne fruit.

    We can find that encouraging, because it reminds us that God can use every faithful word that we utter and every faithful deed that we do in ways beyond our imagining.  We believe that, when we get to heaven, God will show us how much he has done with the little deeds and kindnesses that we have long since forgotten.

    “I’m going to trust, and I’m going to obey.”  There is no better life-plan than that. 
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #40 
                      October 10, 2021                     “What Must I Do?”


   
      
                    20th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: It was easy to come to worship this morning.
P: We feel welcome and look forward to the worship service.
L: How hard it is to enter God’s kingdom.
P: We have to be ready to let go of the things that tie us down.
L: Get ready. God is waiting for you.
P: Open our hearts and our spirits, Lord, to receive your word for us. AMEN.
Invocation:

Lord, you have called us here this day for healing, hope, and transformation. As we listen to the Scripture, pray our prayers, sing our hymns, and hear the words of wisdom, open our hearts to hear your claim on our lives; that we may fully and joyfully serve you. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Psalm: Psalm 22:1-15
New Testament: Hebrews 4:12-16
*Gospel: Mark 10:17-31
Meditation:

“What Must I Do?”

Do you remember the TV show, “Deal or No Deal?” A contestant is allowed to pick one case that contains a card with a dollar amount written on it. They are then asked to pick cases to be opened, usually two at a time. Their hope is that the case that they have with them is the one that has the highest dollar amount for that round. As they open the different cases, they hope that what is in those cases is less than the high dollar amount. As long as the cases they open are lower, they can continue the game. 

What makes the game interesting is that with every two cases they open, the host gets a call from a ‘banker’ and offers the contestant money to get out of the game. As the game moves along, the more cases that get opened, the higher the banker’s offer becomes. If a person chooses to accept the bank’s offer, they press a button and say ‘deal’. If they want to continue and see if they can get more money, they simply say ‘no deal.’ Of course to continue on means that the odds of making more money are against them and their risk goes up. It’s an exciting game to watch. You find yourself caught up in the drama because I think that shows like this tap into a part of ourselves that longs to get ahead. We would love to be the recipient of a free gift that could go a long way to meeting all of our financial needs and then some. It taps into our desire to dream and fantasize about a life free of struggle and one where our dreams might find fulfillment in reality. 

“Deal or No Deal” also reaches into that part of us that wants to be self-sufficient. There is a part of ourselves that doesn’t want to be reliant on anyone. We want to be self-made people; beholding to none. Part of the American dream and work ethic is to ‘pull yourself up by your bootstraps.’ We believe that if someone works hard enough that they should do just fine. 

And yet what seems at odds with our sense of self sufficiency is our culture’s growing sense of entitlement. We believe we have the right to have a good job, a loving spouse, and the nice home with an attached garage complete with the requisite two cars. We believe we’re entitled to good, affordable health care. And not only do we have the right to these things, we have come to believe that we also need the wide screen plasma TV complete with a stereo surround sound home theater. We need the most up to date cell phone with video and photo capabilities. We need the newest, fastest computer to keep up with all the latest technology that seems to be out of date the moment it hits the store shelves. Whatever our latest interest, we can easily become convinced that we “need” it. I know I am certainly guilty of this mindset. Today’s text speaks to these same issues in a way that can and should make us uncomfortable. 

We meet a good man. He is also rich and probably has some authority and clout in his community. He appears to be honorable and lives a good and upright life. We may even suppose he is a good, faithful Jew. He claims to follow the commandments to the best of his abilities. He probably goes to synagogue on a regular basis, and may even be one of the biggest contributors in the congregation. One could suppose that he has worked hard his whole life to have the means and possessions he has currently. Maybe some of it was inheritance but it is hard to say. What we do know is that he had great wealth. 

He shows a great deal of respect for Jesus. He kneels before him and asks a question that is gnawing at him. He knows that even with all his means and wealth, all of his achievements there is something missing. He wants to know what he needs to do to inherit eternal life. 

Jesus’ initial response is one that any good Jewish person would have expected: “You know the commandments.” It is interesting that Jesus chooses to focus on the commandments that have to do with love of others. “Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not lie, do not cheat, and honor your father and mother.” The man’s response is that he has done these things since he was a young boy. He was doing what the laws taught. He wanted a life-long relationship with God, and he was willing to do what he had to do to get it, or so he thought. Jesus obviously admires this person. The text says that Jesus looked on him and loved him. He admired this well-meaning man. From a human standpoint there was much to admire. He was devoted, and wanted to be with God through eternity. 

But Jesus is about to burst his bubble. In a way, we might suppose that the man wanted to get some affirmation from Jesus that he was doing everything right. He may have been feeling a bit insecure in his efforts and wanted a Rabbi’s opinion about his life. He knew how to be successful in the earthly life, now he wanted assurance that he was doing what he could to have success in the eternal. “One thing you lack,” says Jesus. “Go and sell all that you have, give it to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come and follow me.” The man is faced with a gut wrenching decision. His whole sense of who he is and how to live is being challenged to the core. His whole life has been built on the notion that if you want success, you have to go out and get it. If you want God to bless you, then be a good person by keeping the commandments. After all, “God helps those who help themselves.” 

Jesus is addressing two key fallacies that we can easily find ourselves buying into. The first is that every person is responsible just for themselves. We have little or no responsibility to those who may be worse off than ourselves. If we keep the commandments about our responsibilities to not harm our fellow human beings, then isn’t that enough? Jesus says, “No.” 

The Old Testament is full of instructions about how a person is supposed to care for and provide for those who are lacking the means to provide for themselves. God is very concerned about the poor and those who are ‘living on the edge’ of existence. He is concerned that they are not forgotten, and that they too are part of his community. He is concerned that people with more resources and means do not take advantage of, or assert power or privilege over those who do not have the same resources. 

In fact, God is so concerned about finances and possessions, that scripture speaks more to the use and misuse of money than almost any other subject. Part of Israel’s judgment in the Old Testament had to do with injustices to the poor and the aliens in the land. God wants us to remember that we are merely stewards of what we have. God is the true owner. There is nothing that we have that is not a gift from God, regardless of whether we received it as a gift, or if we worked to get it. It is all God’s. And God does not want anyone in the community of faith to be without if others have the means to help out their brother or sister. 

We get a picture of what this looks like in Acts 4:32-ff. These people got it. They had so much love for each other that they thought nothing of selling possessions in order to help someone else out. They found it offensive that anyone among them should be struggling to get by if someone else in their community had the ability and means to help out. 

It forces us to ask the reflective question, “How willing am I, or we, to sell our things to help out others?” I am not talking about hand-me-downs, or things we no longer want, but things that may be near and dear to us. This text forces us to see where we really put our faith; in money and things, or in God? Do we trust our own efforts to succeed, or do we trust God to provide if He asks us to sacrificially help out someone else? It asks us to consider how tightly do we cling to our things. It asks us to consider how much do we really love the people in our church or broader community. It forces us to question how seriously we take the words and teachings of Jesus. It also asks the same questions of us as a church. In what ways is God asking us to respond to the needs within our faith community? In what ways is God asking us to respond to the needs in our greater community? What about the world? 

I raise these issues not to create guilt or twist anyone’s arm into giving more to the church or anything else for that matter. I raise them because this text invites us to examine ourselves, our families, our church, and so on to see if we are following the call of Christ to lay everything aside that would get in way of our following him with our whole heart. 

I want to be clear that I am not suggesting that we all live communally, or that it is a bad thing to have a decent home or car. I am not suggesting that it is a bad thing to plan and save for your retirement or your children’s or grandchildren’s educations. What I am saying is that it is crucial as a follower of Jesus Christ to hold on to all these things loosely enough, to be able to trust God if He should ask you to “sell all you have, give it to the poor, and then come and follow me.” I am saying that it is a problem of faith if there are people in our church who are doing without basic needs when others are living in relative luxury. We need to pray about how God would have us address these issues. 

Mark tells us that the man is devastated at Jesus’ remarks. He knows that what Jesus is asking him to do is beyond what he is capable of doing at this point in his life. His whole sense of how to live rightly with God and with others has been challenged and shaken at the deepest level. And it appears that the disciples are equally distraught. 

This brings us to the second fallacy that Jesus addresses in this text: the idea that any of our efforts are enough for us to earn eternal life. Jesus is alluding to a theological truth that the Apostle Paul will develop much more. Salvation into eternal life is  something that can only be received as a free gift. If you’re trying to do good things in the hopes that somehow God will grant you eternal life, then you’ve missed the whole point. It’s humanly impossible. The good God asks us to do is a response to the love we sense when we experience God’s love towards us. Our salvation is based in God’s love for us, not in our attempts to appease or please God. That is the Good News. Not only can we not earn eternal life, we don’t have to! It is given to us as a free gift.

Jenny, a cheerful girl with bouncy curls was almost five. Waiting with her mother at the checkout stand, she saw a circle of glistening white pearls in a pink foil box. “Oh please, Mommy. Can I have them? Please, Mommy, please?” Her mother checked the back of the little foil box and said, “Jenny, these pearls cost $1.95. If you really want them, I’ll think of some extra chores for you to do and raise your allowance. It won’t take long for you to save enough money to buy them yourself. Her mother was right. After only two weeks, Jenny had enough money saved for the pearls. Her mother took her back to the store, where Jenny proudly counted out her money to the cashier.

Jenny loved her pearls. They made her feel pretty and grown up. She wore them everywhere—Sunday school, kindergarten, even to bed. The only time she took them off was when she went swimming or took a bubble bath. Her mother said that if they got wet, they might turn her neck green. 

Jenny also had a very loving daddy. Every night when she was ready for bed, her daddy would stop whatever he was doing and come upstairs to read her a story. One night when he finished the story, he said to Jenny, “I love you, sweetheart. Do you love me?” 

“Oh yes, Daddy,” Jenny replied. “You know that I love you.” “Then give me your pearls,” her father said. Jenny was confused. “Oh, Daddy, not my pearls,” she said. “But you can have Princess, the white horse from my collection. Remember, Daddy? The one you gave me last year? She’s my favorite.” “That’s okay, Honey,” Jenny’s father said. “Daddy loves you. Good night.” And he brushed her cheek with a kiss. 
About a week later, after story time, Jenny’s daddy said once again, “I sure do love you, sweetheart. Do you love me?” “Daddy, you know I love you.” “Then give me your pearls.” Jenny was confused again. “Oh Daddy, not my pearls. But you can have my baby doll. The brand new one I got for my birthday. She is so beautiful. You can have the yellow blanket that matches her sleeper, too.” “That’s okay,” Jenny’s father said. “Daddy loves you. Good night.” And as always, he gave her a gentle kiss. 

A few nights later when her daddy came in, Jenny was sitting on her bed with her legs crossed. As he came close, he noticed her chin was trembling and one silent tear rolled down her cheek. “What is it, Jenny? What’s the matter?” Jenny didn’t say anything, but lifted her little hand up to her daddy. And when she opened it, there was her little pearl necklace. With a little quiver, she finally said, “Here, Daddy, it’s for you.” 

With tears gathering in his own eyes, Jenny’s daddy reached out with one hand to take the necklace. With the other hand he reached into his pocket and pulled out a blue velvet case and gave it to Jenny. When she opened it, she found a beautiful strand of real pearls.

May we be able to let go of our strings of cheap, imitation pearls that we struggled to get ourselves. May we have enough faith to put our whole trust in God as he holds out his hand to give us something better than we imagined: the Pearl of Great Price, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

God of infinite patience and wisdom, we come to you with so many things that claim our time, our energy, our resources, our very lives. We are easily drawn away from serving you by the enticements of the world for wealth, ease, and comfort. Just like the young man in the scriptures, we are owned by our possessions, held captive by our treasures. You continue to offer to us healing and hope. You seek to transform our lives from captivity to freedom in witness and service. We look at the world in which there is so very much warfare and strife, anger and hatred, and we easily become overwhelmed by the needs and the stresses.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

Help us to place our lives and our trust in you, knowing that with your help, many wonderful things can be accomplished which will provide hope and peace for others and ourselves. Give us courage and strength to truly be your disciples.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

You have been made free by the love of God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Go into the world to serve God by helping others. Be at peace and bring God’s peace and love with you wherever you go. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two.
