            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #29
                    *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Kayla Gonder, (Hershey Med. Center); *Glen Campbell, (Charlie Shertzer’ cousin); *Janette Leitzel, (Home;) Dave Guertin; Donna Donahue; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Clark Ellis; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
  [image: image1.emf]


SUNDAY OCTOBER 11, 2020
                Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

October 11, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Praise the Lord.
Give thanks for God's goodness.

P:  God's steadfast love endures forever.
L:  Happy are those who observe justice,
who do righteousness at all times.

P:  Save us, O Lord, and gather us from among the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name, and glory in your praise.
L:  Come and worship God!
Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 25:1-9        (Pg. 765 O.T. Pew Bible)
Psalm: Psalm 106:1-6, 43-48         (Pg. 666 O. T. Pew Bible)
New Testament: Philippians 4:1-9 (Pg. 269 N.T. Pew Bible)
*Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14            (Pg. 32 N.T. Pew Bible)
Music - “Come, All Christians, Be Committed”    Page 455                       
Sermon -           “Welcome and Warning”                       

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music - “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”        Page 334
                                           (See Note above)                         
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Please visit outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions, either mailed or emailed (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Attendance for Oct. 4: In-person- 30; Face book online- 49 views as of Oct. 7th;  77 Face book online views for Sept. 27th as of Oct. 7th. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
CHURCH DIRECTORY - We are currently updating information for the Church Directory. If there have been address changes, new additions to your family, etc., please call (717-896-3118) or email (valleysecc@verizon.net) the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
    History of Hymn: “Come, All Christians, Be Committed”

Eva M. Brown Lloyd was born Mar. 9, 1912 in Jameson, Missouri, daughter of Hadley Brown and Sadie E. McNeely and wife of Clarence D. Lloyd. She died Aug. 26, 2006 at Parkdale Manor, Marysville, Missouri.

In her hymn, All Christians, Be Committed, Eva B. Lloyd reminds us that the Christian life is essentially a life of service to others in Jesus’ name. It is a relatively new hymn set to an old tune. The words are by Eva B. Lloyd who composed the hymn in 1963. The hymn first appeared in the 1975 Baptist Hymnal and was included in the 1991, and in our latest hymnal published in 2008.

The tune that Lloyd set her lyrics to is called Beach Spring, and like many of our hymns, is a tune based on a traditional Shaker folk melody of the day. The music was written by B. F. White. White was the editor of a popular hymn book entitled The Sacred Harp, which used “shaped notes”--so-called because the musical notation uses note heads in 4 distinct shapes to aid in sight-reading. The term “sacred harp” refers to the human voice--the musical instrument we were all given at birth. There are Sacred Harp Singing Societies all across the nation, (including one up in Columbia), which continue the tradition of using shaped-note hymnals, and no instrumentation. Some of these groups have been meeting in the same location for over 150 years.

The tune first appeared in White’s 1844 edition of The Sacred Harp. He named the tune for a Baptist Church in Harris County, Georgia located near two beech trees at a spring. The Beech Spring Baptist Church still exists near Pine Mountain, GA.

      The hymn’s theology is about the importance of believers being committed to “the service of the Lord.” As the Apostle James instructs us, we must not be merely “hearers of the Word,” but “Doers of the Word.”
Hymn: “Come, All Christians, Be Committed  (Page 455 Red Hymnal)
Eva B. Lloyd |James H. Wood | Benjamin Franklin White      BEACH SPRING
CCLI Song # 25204   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Come all Christians be committed
To the service of the Lord
Make your lives for ye more fitted
Tune your hearts with one accord
Come into His courts with gladness
Each His sacred vows renew
Turn away from sin and sadness
Be transformed with life anew
Verse 2   Of your time and talents give Him
They are gifts from God above
To be used by Christians freely
To proclaim His wondrous love
Come again to serve the Savior
Tithes and off'rings with you bring
In your work with Him find favor
And with joy His praises sing
Verse 3   God's command to love each other
Is required of every man
Showing mercy to a brother
Mirrors His redemptive plan
In compassion He has given
Of His love that is divine
On the cross sins were forgiven
Joy and peace are fully thine
Verse 4   Come in praise and adoration
All who on Christ's name believe
Worship Him with consecration
Grace and love will you receive
For His grace give Him the glory
For the Spirit and the Word
And repeat the gospel story
Till the world His name has heard
Link for hymn: “Come, All Christians, Be Committed”  
Hymn: “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” (Page 334 Red Hymnal)
Joseph Hart     ARISE    Public Domain
       CCLI Song # 22111 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1

Come ye sinners poor and needy
Weak and wounded sick and sore
Jesus ready stands to save you
Full of pity love and power  Chorus
Chorus

I will arise and go to Jesus
He will embrace me in His arms
In the arms of my dear Savior
O there are ten thousand charms

Verse 2

Come ye thirsty come and welcome
God's free bounty glorify
True belief and true repentance
Every grace that brings you nigh Chorus
Verse 3

Let not conscience make you linger
Nor of fitness fondly dream
All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him Chorus
Verse 4

Come ye weary heavy laden
Lost and ruined by the fall
If you tarry till you're better
You will never come at all Chorus
Link to Hymn “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”

                           CHURCH CALENDAR
     No Sunday School or other activities at this time. 
Oct. 11 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Oct. 13 - 5:30-6:30PM - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday Oct. 8th.

Oct. 15 - Articles are due today for Nov. newsletter.

      Please send all Reports for Council Meeting to church office
Oct. 18 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Oct. 21 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting

Oct. 23 -  5:00PM - Wedding Rehearsal 

Oct. 24 -  9:30AM-12:30PM - Wilver/Herb Wedding
Oct. 25 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

ALL COUNCIL REPORTS need to be sent to church office by Wed. Nov. 14 for Oct. 21 Council meeting.

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on October 13th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken & Waffles, vegetable, salad, fruit cup, dessert. 

Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Oct. 8th. Sign-up sheet for helpers and donations is on table in social hall. 

Please Note: If anyone has a waffle iron we can uses to make waffles please call Donna at the Church office (717-896-3118). Also we are making pumpkin desserts for the Oct. meal (we have canned pumpkin to use) please call Donna if you can make pumpkin dessert. Thank you.
BOOK: “WHY VS. WHAT- One man’s spiritual journey through tragedy by embracing God’s plan (written by Pastor Ron Reitz) is available to order. Book(s) can be ordered by contacting Ron Reitz, 80 Powells Ridge Rd, Halifax, PA 17032 or ron.l.reitz@gmail.com Make check payable to Ron Reitz for $15.85 (includes sale’s tax) for each book ordered. 
History of hymn “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”:
This hymn was written by Joseph Hart (1712-1768), a Congregational minister in England. In his early life, Hart was brought up in the church but fell away from it after a while. For a number of years he drifted from the faith of his family, and by his own confession became a “loose backslider, an audacious apostate, and a bold-faced rebel.”

One of his early publications was a tract denouncing Christianity called The Unreasonableness of Religion, Being Remarks and Animadversions on the Rev. John Wesley’s Sermon on Romans 8:32. He was attempting to convince Wesley that good works were not necessary, only belief in God. Later, after his conversion, Hart repented of writing the pamphlet, issuing an apology to Wesley.

In the year 1757, at the age of 45, Hart experienced a spiritual awakening and was converted after hearing a sermon by George Whitefield at a Moravian church in London. During the two years that followed his renewal, he wrote many hymns marked by earnestness and love of Christ.

Following this he preached regularly at Jewin Street Chapel in London, where he gathered a large congregation. He was known for his collection of Hymns Composed on Various Subjects, also known as “Hart’s Hymns.” While Hart is often seen as a disciple of Isaac Watts’ school, one way in which he differed from Watts was in his choice of tunes, which were often those of the Methodist Revival. This could be explained by Hart’s association with the Moravians.

“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” (originally “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Wretched”) is partly based on Matthew 11:25-30:

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn 
History of Hymn: “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” continued:
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (NRSV).  The text itself could be seen as a kind of tracing of Hart’s own spiritual journey.
The invitation hymn “Come, ye sinners, poor and needy” dates from 1759, when it was published in Joseph Hart’s Hymns Composed on Various Subjects under the title “Come, and welcome, to Jesus Christ.”

The anonymous refrain, beginning with “I will arise and go to Jesus,” makes a rather oblique reference to the parable of the Prodigal Son. The refrain was found in Southern hymnbooks as early as 1811, according to hymnologist Ellen Jane Lorenz. Mr. Reynolds calls the refrain one of the “old fashioned camp-meeting ‘spirituals,’” in which such short choruses “floated” from text to text, serving as a refrain for an appropriate longer hymn. The text may be partly an autobiographical commentary on Hart’s own spiritual journey. Mr. Reynolds notes that Hart “received an excellent education and, because of his knowledge of the classics and languages, became a highly esteemed teacher.”
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #29
           October 11, 2020        

“Welcome and Warning”

   
      

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Micah 6:6-8   “"With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: Praise the Lord.
Give thanks for God's goodness.
P: God's steadfast love endures forever.
L: Happy are those who observe justice,
who do righteousness at all times.
P: Save us, O Lord, and gather us from among the nations,
that we may give thanks to your holy name, and glory in your praise.
L: Come and worship God!
Invocation:
Gracious God, when the world's political noise is turned up high, help us come not to escape, but to seek wisdom, and to focus on things that are worthy. Dial down the distractions in our minds. Tune our senses to your word and our hearts to your praise.

In your holy name we pray. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Isaiah 25:1-9
Psalm: Psalm 106:1-6, 43-48
New Testament: Philippians 4:1-9
*Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
Meditation:

“Welcome and Warning”


Anyone who’s had any involvement with a wedding knows that planning one is a big deal. It’s an important event, especially for the couple getting married, not to mention their families and friends. Invitations have to be printed and sent out. More often than not, some type of premarital counseling takes place. The service has to be planned out as well as the reception. The bridal party focuses on getting just the right dresses. The groomsmen either get suits or tuxedos. Flowers, decorations and the list goes on. It’s an event that should never be taken lightly, nor should our decision to attend if we’re offered an invitation. 



Once again, this week’s Gospel text is one of Jesus’ teachings in the temple following his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. He continues to teach about the true nature of the Kingdom of God using parables. And in this parable, the Parable of the Wedding Feast, Jesus reveals something of the nature of God’s unlimited grace available to all and the proper response to God’s grace. 


In Jesus’ time, the larger the group attending an event, and the more important the guests, the greater the person who was hosting the event. Much of what Jesus says at the beginning would have resonated with the leaders and Pharisees to whom he was speaking. So the king in Jesus’ story starts by inviting his special friends. Upon hearing that the feast was ready they managed to find other things to do. These people represent the people of Israel who awaited the Messiah but refused to see him in the person of Jesus Christ. 


The king sent out more servants to invite even more of these special friends. They too, found reasons and excuses not to come. They didn’t take the invitation seriously, and didn’t value the invitation. Some not only found other things to do, but even managed to murder some of those slaves. These represent the current leaders of the temple and Pharisees who were trying to discredit Jesus and would eventually kill him. Eventually the king, in frustration, gives up on the original people invited and orders his servants to invite anyone who would come. It didn’t matter if they were good or bad, rich or poor, healthy or sick, sinner or saint; they were all invited. To bring it into modern terms, all are welcome – tax collectors and extortionists, prostitutes and manipulative parents who damage their children’s emotions for life, deceitful politicians and arrogant business men, the blind, the lame – all are welcome to receive God’s healing love through Jesus. 


But not everyone who comes to the wedding feast in Jesus’ parable appreciates the invitation from the king. There’s a person who showed up dressed inappropriately. He’s not wearing wedding clothes. He isn’t taking that invitation seriously, in fact, he’s being disrespectful by thinking he can just show up without changing. Here’s how that translates to us: God loves and invites everyone to come to him as they are. But God loves them too much to allow them to remain unchanged by his love. Yet this interaction, which seems rather harsh, begs the question of what are the ‘appropriate’ wedding clothes to wear to God’s feast? What is the proper response to God’s offer of unconditional grace and love? When we look through all of scripture it is clear that what God wants of us is humility, love, justice, mercy, truth, and holiness unhindered. God doesn’t want our offerings and sacrifices; God wants our hearts that have been humbled and broken before his unrelenting love. In other words, we come to God on God’s terms not on ours. 


God invites us all to his banquet, regardless of who we are, to receive and enjoy his healing love and forgiveness. It’s already been offered in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We can’t earn the invitation, or somehow manipulate our way into receiving it. It’s ours if we’re willing to accept it. Yet God’s unmerited love demands an appropriate response. The way we respond shows us if we truly understand, appreciate, and receive the amazing invitation to participate in God’s Kingdom of love. We can’t keep on living our lives with no meaningful change in the way we live, the way we treat others, and the way we interact with God. As was said before, God loves us and accepts us as we are, but loves us too much to leave us as we are. Embracing God’s love in Jesus Christ means we’re allowing God to heal and transform us into the people he meant us to be. His plans, his design, not our own. 


May we find the grace and humility to accept God’s invitation to his loving Kingdom as we are, and to allow Jesus to heal and transform us by the power of new life in the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Gracious Lord, your faithful community has gathered this day. We desire your healing mercies in our lives and in the lives of friends and family. Those who are lost, alienated, alone; who suffer from illnesses, who mourn, who feel hopeless are in our hearts this day. We bring to you names of these dear ones as we pray this morning. Let us lift up names of those who suffer from all forms of pain and alienation.

[Here the congregation may offer silent prayers of concern for people and situations.]
Lord, in your never-ending mercy, hear our prayers.

We also gather as a community in support of each other. We come to celebrate the wondrous events in our lives and in the lives of family and friends. Let us lift up names of those who rejoice in the many blessings brought to them. [Here the congregation may offer silent prayers of joy for people and situations.] For all these things, both sorrowful and joyful, we rejoice that God continues to be with us. Let us resolve to focus our lives on God’s loving and healing presence and become bearers of God’s good news through our words and our actions of love and mercy. [The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:

Do what you have learned and received and seen and heard in Christ, and the peace of God will be with you. And may that peace, which passes all understanding, guard our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
