             Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #41
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Marissa Faust & Holly Landvater; *Shirley, Scott, Todd Miller & Families; *Phil Guertin, (Home);  *Dana Welcomer; *Kelly Richter, (had surgery); *Carole Fetterhoff, (Craig’s wife); Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker;  Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Deb Polak; Ellen Snyder; Ty & Lana Shoop; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger (has new address); June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                       [image: image1.emf]


                                   OCTOBER 17, 2021
    Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
October 17, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Diane Shaffer                  
L:   Power and might and majesty belong to God who created and is creating.
P:  Thanks be to God for God’s mighty wonders.
L:   Like the image of the powerful wind, and heavens as a garment, God’s majesty is revealed in all creation.
P:  We look around us at the wonders and marvel and the infinite variety and beauty which God has created.
  L:  Who are we, that God should pay attention to us?
  P:  We are God’s beloved children, the stewards whom God has selected to care for God’s world. AMEN.
 

Invocation                                                  Diane Shaffer         
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Testament: Job 38:1-7, 34-41  (See Insert)  Gerry Wiest    
Psalm: Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 24, 35c  (Responsively)  (See Insert)  Pastor 
Gospel: Mark 10:35-45                 (See Insert)   Dave Novinger
Hymn -     “O for a Thousand Tongues”             Page 76
*New Testament: Hebrews 5:1-10                       (See Insert)  Pastor     
Sermon:                      “Jesus: Priestly Servant”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -   “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place”        Page 405
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today October 17th  the Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed.  Weekly Devotionals/bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to Shirley Miller, Scott & Theresa Miller, Todd Miller and families as Shirley’s husband Russ went to be with the Lord. We pray these families feel God’s loving presence, comfort and peace during this time.  

A visitation will be held at Valleys on Saturday, Oct. 23rd from 10:00-11:00AM and memorial service will begin at 11:00AM.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Oct.  17 - 7:00PM - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 12:30-5:00PM - G. S. Event in social hall
Oct.  20 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Oct. 23 -  10:00-11:00AM - Visitation followed by Memorial Service for Russell Miller at 11:00AM
Oct.  24 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Oct. 31 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
OCTOBER LAY READER SCHEDULE*:
Oct. 10 - Leon Shaffer, Laurel Guertin; Oct. 17 - Gerry Wiest, Dave Novinger; Oct. 24 - Charles Cichy, Donna Novinger; Oct. 31 - Sharon Fetterhoff, Ed Dobbin
OCTOBER SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER SCHEDULE*:

Oct. 17 - Donna Novinger; Oct. 24 - Bob Endy; Oct. 31 - Sharon Fetterhoff

*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Attendance: 

In-person worship for Oct. 10 was 35.
Face book views for Oct. 10 were 49.
Face book views for Oct. 3 were 30.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
                             SCRIPTURE READINGS   
1st Reading - O. Test. Job 38:1-7, 34-41 (NLT) 
38 Then the Lord answered Job from the whirlwind: 2 “Who is this that questions my wisdom with such ignorant words?
3 Brace yourself like a man, because I have some questions for you,
and you must answer them. 4 “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell me, if you know so much. 5 Who determined its dimensions and stretched out the surveying line?
6 What supports its foundations, and who laid its cornerstone
7 as the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?    34 “Can you shout to the clouds and make it rain? 35 Can you make lightning appear and cause it to strike as you direct? 36 Who gives intuition to the heart and instinct to the mind? 37 Who is wise enough to count all the clouds? Who can tilt the water jars of heaven 38 when the parched ground is dry and the soil has hardened into clods? 39 “Can you stalk prey for a lioness and satisfy the young lions’ appetites 40 as they lie in their dens or crouch in the thicket? 41 Who provides food for the ravens when their young cry out to God and wander about in hunger?
2nd Reading - Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Let all that I am praise the Lord.
O Lord my God, how great you are!
    You are robed with honor and majesty.
2 You are dressed in a robe of light.
You stretch out the starry curtain of the heavens;
3  you lay out the rafters of your home in the rain clouds.
You make the clouds your chariot;
    you ride upon the wings of the wind.
4 The winds are your messengers; flames of fire are your servants.
5 You placed the world on its foundation so it would never be moved.
6 You clothed the earth with floods of water,
    water that covered even the mountains.
7 At your command, the water fled;
    at the sound of your thunder, it hurried away.
8 Mountains rose and valleys sank to the levels you decreed.
9 Then you set a firm boundary for the seas,
    so they would never again cover the earth.
2nd Reading - Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c (Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)

24 O Lord, what a variety of things you have made!
    In wisdom you have made them all.
    The earth is full of your creatures.
35 Let all sinners vanish from the face of the earth;
    let the wicked disappear forever. 
   Let all that I am praise the Lord.
   Praise the Lord!
  
3rd Reading - Gospel: Mark 10:35-45 (NLT)
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do us a favor.”
36 “What is your request?” he asked. 37 They replied, “When you sit on your glorious throne, we want to sit in places of honor next to you, one on your right and the other on your left.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you are asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of suffering I am about to drink? Are you able to be baptized with the baptism of suffering I must be baptized with?” 39 “Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!” Then Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from my bitter cup and be baptized with my baptism of suffering. 40 But I have no right to say who will sit on my right or my left. God has prepared those places for the ones he has chosen.” 41 When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had asked, they were indignant. 42 So Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 43 But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone else. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
*Sermon Text - N. Test. Hebrews 5:1-10 (NLT)
5 Every high priest is a man chosen to represent other people in their dealings with God. He presents their gifts to God and offers sacrifices for their sins. 2 And he is able to deal gently with ignorant and wayward people because he himself is subject to the same weaknesses. 3 That is why he must offer sacrifices for his own sins as well as theirs. 4 And no one can become a high priest simply

*Sermon Text - N. Test. Hebrews 5:1-10 (NLT)
because he wants such an honor. He must be called by God for this work, just as Aaron was. 5 That is why Christ did not honor himself by assuming he could become High Priest. No, he was chosen by God, who said to him, “You are my Son. Today I have become your Father.” 6 And in another passage God said to him,
“You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” 7 While Jesus was here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry and tears, to the one who could rescue him from death. And God heard his prayers because of his deep reverence for God. 8 Even though Jesus was God’s Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered. 9 In this way, God qualified him as a perfect High Priest, and he became the source of eternal salvation for all those who obey him. 10 And God designated him to be a High Priest in the order of Melchizedek.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hymn story: “O For a Thousand Tongues” (Pg. 76):
"O For a Thousand Tongues" is one of many hymns written by Charles Wesley.  He and his brother, John, became friends with a group of Moravian Christians as they returned by ship to England from the American colonies.  One of the Moravian leaders was a man named Peter Bohler -- a man that the Wesleys much admired for his deep faith.  Bohler made the comment, "Oh, Brother Wesley, the Lord has done so much for my life.  Had I a thousand tongues, I would praise Christ Jesus with every one of them."  Those words inspired Wesley to write this hymn. One year from the experience, Wesley wrote another hymn, in commemoration of his renewal of faith; this hymn was an 18-stanza poem beginning with ‘Glory to God, and praise, and love,/Be ever, ever given’ and titled ‘For the anniversary day of one’s conversion’. The seventh verse, “O for a thousand tongues to sing’, is now the first verse of a shorter hymn, recalls Bohler’s words, ‘Had I a thousand tongues I would praise Him with them all’.
     Link to Hymn “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place”

https://youtu.be/Z5Jjf1awdfI?t=1   (congregation singing) 
https://youtu.be/NHGGjdOqa6M?t=1  (instrumental only)
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) September, October, November devotionals and (large print) October, November, December devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance. 

Hymn story: “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place”

Eliza Edmunds Hewitt was born in Philadelphia 28 June 1851. She was educated in the public schools and after graduation from high school became a teacher. However, she developed a spinal malady which cut short her career and left her bedridden for nearly the rest of her life. During her convalescence, she studied English literature. As she struggled with spinal problems, spending so many days in extreme pain and discomfort, rather than wallowing in self-pity and giving in to discouragement, she spent her free time in bed writing songs of praise. Hewitt grew to understand the significance and longing for peace and that true rest comes only from one Source. She felt a need to be useful to her church and began writing poems for the primary department. She went on to teach Sunday school, take an active part in the Philadelphia Elementary Union and become Superintendent of the primary department of Calvin Presbyterian Church. 
We don't know the specific story behind the writing of this hymn but we can assume that it grew out of her experience. This hymn helps us to appreciate the fact that it is the Lord who redeems us. The text was written, under the pen name of Lidie H. Edmunds, by Eliza Edmunds Hewitt (1851-1920). A lifelong resident of Philadelphia, PA, Mrs. Hewitt wrote many songs which became popular and are found in our books, such as "Sunshine in My Soul, "When We All Get To Heaven," "More About Jesus," "Give Me Thy Heart," and "Will There Be Any Stars In My Crown." The tune (No Other Plea, Landas, or Norse Air) is usually identified as a Norwegian folk melody originally with the words "The Hardy Norseman’s House of Yore." It has been attributed to Belgian opera composer Andre Ernest Modeste Gretry (1741-1813).  
The arrangement for use with the hymn was made by William James Kirkpatrick (1838-1920). The song first appeared in Songs 
Hymn story: “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place” (Continued)
of Joy and Gladness, No. 2 published around 1890 or 1891 which Kirkpatrick compiled for McDonald, Gill and Co. of Boston, MA, and Chicago, IL. Apparently it did not appear in any other collections until the Plymouth Brethren’s 1944 Choice Hymns of the Faith. Her great nephew stated: “I believe that ‘My Faith Has Found A Resting Place’ is the best statement of faith that exists 
in hymns."  The song was seen as an expression of that spirit and was included in the more recent denominational hymnbooks.

However, it expresses ideas that we who have been calling for a complete return to Bible ways for years have proclaimed. The truth affirmed in her song “My Faith Has Found a Rsting Place” proved to be an encouragement to Hewitt, to her loved ones, and still to believers today.

     Salvation is a word that is used in many religions, but it is in the definition of that word that separates Christianity from all other so-called attempts to know God.   Today many feel "Whatever you think is right must be okay, because everybody has a right to his own opinion. You find God your way, and I'll find Him my way. Don't impose your thinking on anyone else."             We live in an age of political correctness. You cannot say, do or even think anything for fear of offending someone! For many faith and spiritual life are nothing more than one's personal philosophy of life.  But the scripture tells us otherwise. "Neither is there salvation in any other for there is no other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved."  
     This song makes it very clear that our faith can't be in any device or creed but in the death of Jesus Christ who paid the price for our salvation.  If you have placed your faith in the finished work of the Cross, then you can sing along with this song.  For you need no other argument or plea. It is enough that Jesus died and that He died for you.
This song emphasizes the fact that Jesus Christ is the only basis for our faith. As we look around at all the religious confusion in the world, we need to remember that in Jesus Christ alone "My Faith Has Found A Resting Place." 

     Link for Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues”: (Pg. 76)

https://youtu.be/7XVwxOfG1oY
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #41 
               October 17, 2021                    “Jesus: Priestly Servant”

   
      
                    21st Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Power and might and majesty belong to God who created and is creating.
P: Thanks be to God for God’s mighty wonders.
L: Like the image of the powerful wind, and heavens as a garment, God’s majesty is revealed in all creation.
P: We look around us at the wonders and marvel and the infinite variety and beauty which God has created.
L: Who are we, that God should pay attention to us?
P: We are God’s beloved children, the stewards whom God has selected to care for God’s world. AMEN.
Invocation:

Our Father, we have come in from the world where a thousand things are glorified to the confusion of everyone. Now we find ourselves in the presence of Mystery, who alone deserves our praise and the bending of our wills and desires. This is a marvelous, yet delicate world of your amazing love and transforming spirit. Let this hour of worship reinforce our reliance upon you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Job 38:1-7, 34-41
Psalm: Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c
Gospel: Mark 10:35-45

*New Testament: Hebrews 5:1-10
Meditation:

“Jesus: Priestly Servant”
If you’ve ever spent a sleepless night channel surfing the TV in the hopes of finding something reasonably interesting, then most likely you’ve run across an infomercial or two. Some host who may have had just a bit too much caffeine does his or her best to convince you that this new product is so much better than anything else to come along. Their formats are similar. They show you how the product you are currently using is OK, but could be so much more. Then they introduce you to their new product. Then they give demonstrations, offer supposed customer testimonials, but wait... there’s more! 

Some of these products are obviously gimmicks of the manufacturer. But some products that have come out, not necessarily from an infomercial, have literally revolutionized how we think about certain ways of doing things. It was not many years ago when the first home computers started hitting the market. Now it seems like we’d be hard pressed to know how to function without access to the Internet and e-mail. 

It wasn’t that long ago when if you wanted to hear music in your house and didn’t want to use the radio, you used a record player. After some time came eight track tapes followed by cassette tapes. Just when that seemed revolutionary, along came compact discs, or CD’s. More recently we have seen the advent of the I-Pod and other MP3 players, as well as cell phones; devices that store music digitally and has no moving parts. This is just to name a few things. 

Today’s text from Hebrews is also a kind of infomercial, in the best sense of that term, for the superiority of Jesus Christ over the old tried and tested ways of the old laws of Moses. The beginning of Hebrews shows Jesus as being greater than the angels, greater than Moses, and in this text we read of Jesus being the greatest High Priest of all. 

The original readers of this letter would have readily understood the significance of what the author was trying to communicate. They were Jewish Christians who most believe were living in and around Rome. They were far from their homeland, and they were beginning to experience the persecutions that were to spread like wildfire through the early church. It seems that in light of these pressures, many within this early congregation were returning to the faith of their youth; back to Judaism. It may have provided some comfort for them and a sense of connection to their history in a place that was blatantly pagan. 

The author writes to these young believers to encourage them not to abandon their new found faith in favor of the religion of their youth. He spells out why Christ is a better way than the old religious laws. And in particular he demonstrates why Jesus as High Priest is so much better than the old system. 

In ancient Judaism, the priests all came from the tribe of Levi. This tribe was set apart from the other 11 tribes to serve as priests for the Israelites. But just what is a priest and what do they do in terms of Judaism? A priest was someone who was to represent the spiritual needs of the people to God, and to hold people accountable to God’s laws which he gave through Moses. They offered sacrifices for the sins of people to God so that they could remain in a relationship with God. If you were to read through the ancient laws written in Leviticus and Deuteronomy, you would see that God is perfect. God is Holy. God is without sin. And as God’s people, the Israelites are held to a higher standard than those who do not live with God. And Israel’s priests were held to an even higher standard of holiness than the rest of the people. They served by standing in as representatives for the people to God. It was not a calling that was to be taken lightly. 

From among the rank and file of the priests, God would set apart one priest from the rest to serve as the High Priest. The High Priest performed the same functions as the regular priests, but he was to have a role that none of the other priests would have. He was set apart from the others to perform perhaps the most vital of all Israel’s sacrifices. He alone was to perform the sacrifices for the sins of the people on Yom Kippur: the Day of Atonement. Yom Kippur is the highest holy day in the Jewish year. It is the day that they renew their covenant with God through offering sacrifices for their sins as individuals and for the sins of their nation. In many ways it is how they reconnect with their identity as covenant people; set apart by God to serve the world on his behalf. 

Imagine with me we are back in ancient Israel. It is the Day of Atonement and we have brought our sacrifices to the temple. The high priest goes through an extensive purification process before he can even offer our sacrifices. First, he must take a ceremonial bath. Then he puts on special undergarments that are used just for this day. Then he puts on the regular priestly garments, over which he then puts a special sash, tunic, and turban. 

The high priest then offers a sacrifice of a bull for his sins and those of his household. Next he takes two goats and offers one as an offering and the other becomes the scapegoat. The high priest, in a very elaborate ceremony, sprinkles the blood of the bull first, and then the blood of the goat over everything from the curtain that separates the holy of holies from the rest of the temple to the altar, the ark of the covenant with its mercy seat, to his clothes and anything used in the worship of God in the temple. 

After the sacrifices in the holy of holies, the high priest lays his hands on the head of the scapegoat and confesses all of the sins of the nation and then the goat is led out to the wilderness where it is sent out from the people. Then the high priest removes all of his clothes before coming out of the holy place and leaves his clothes there to be burned. He then must bathe himself again. Needless to say, the role of the high priest is hugely important in the practice of Judaism. Sadly, by the time Jesus came on the scene, the high priesthood and the temple practices had become corrupt. It was in need of a major overhaul. 

One reality of the priesthood was that they are men among people. In other words they were subject to the same temptations, troubles, and weaknesses that everyone else was. They were set apart, yes, but they were no more perfect than anyone else. This was to lead to the priests being sympathetic to the struggles of everyone. He was to encourage and challenge, but also to be merciful and gracious to those who were struggling to follow God’s ways. But the high priests in the days just before and following Jesus’ death were anything but sympathetic and graceful. They were puppets of Rome, and not even from the tribe of Levi as they were supposed to be. They craved power and privilege instead of understanding their role as a representative servant before God. 

Jesus embodied the ideals of the priesthood in a way that hadn’t been seen before. Hebrews tells us that he was tempted and challenged in every way that we are, and yet he didn’t give in to sin. In his life, he experienced what it was like to live a human life with all of the struggles, joys, pains, and challenges that come with it. He was a man among people, just like the high priest was supposed to be. 

He didn’t become a high priest for prestige or power, but he did so out of obedience to his heavenly father. He was called by God. But a curious thing is here in this text. It says that he is a priest in the order of Melchizedek. What does this mean? 

Melchizedek is an obscure figure that appears in only a couple of verses in Genesis 14:18-20, with another reference to him in Psalm 110. We learn that he is a priest and a king; an unusual combination. He is a priest of God Most High and king of Salem (king of Peace). He is a priest of God well before the Levitical priesthood was ever established. We don’t know anything of his beginnings or his end. 

Both Jesus and Melchizedek are priests and kings; they are servants and yet they are rulers of a kingdom. They are both servants of God, but not from the traditional priestly tribe of Levi. Jesus is from the tribe of Judah. While we know of Jesus’ earthly origins, his priesthood has no beginning or end, similar to Melchizedek. Both are called by God, not appointed through a human mechanism. This text in Hebrews tells us that Jesus has become the source of our salvation if we obey him. But just how did he do this in his role as high priest? 

Imagine Jesus as high priest, similar to what we imagined before about the Day of Atonement. Jesus prepares himself the way he is supposed to. He gets himself ready before God. Then he does something remarkable. Instead of offering yet another animal, he sacrifices himself. He sprinkles his own blood over everything. He has become the scapegoat. And this time something is very different. We can’t quite put our fingers on it to explain it, but something is definitely different. Our guilt for our sins is not just forgiven and covered by the blood of the animals, our guilt is removed. It is completely gone. God sees us differently. No more sacrifices. No more wondering if we’ve done everything right so God will accept us. We sense the compassion of our high priest for us. We sense that his amazing sacrifice was not just for us, but because of his love for us. We can come to know the height, depth, and breadth of his forgiveness for us. 
The late author and speaker Brennan Manning tells the story of a woman who visited her priest and told him that when she prays, she sees Jesus in a vision.

“He appears to me as real as you are standing here right now, Father,” said the woman. “And he speaks to me. He tells me that he loves me and wants to be with me. Do you think I’m crazy?” “Not at all,” replied the priest. “But to make sure it is really Jesus who is visiting you, I want you to ask him a question when he appears to you again. Ask him to tell you the sins that I confessed to him in confession. Then come back and tell me what he said.”

A few days later the women returned. “Did you have another vision of Jesus?” the priest inquired of her. “Yes I did Father,” she replied. “And did you ask him to tell you the sins that I confessed to him while I was in confession?” “Yes I did,” the woman answered.

“And what did he tell you?” asked the priest expectantly. “He said…‘I forgot.’”

Jesus as our high priest is just one of many ways we can understand our relationship to him and to God. May we experience the gracious compassion of the self-sacrifice of our high priest, Jesus Christ, our representative before our heavenly Father. Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Father, O God most high, who dwells in the highest of heavens, we praise you. Father, O Lord most exalted, beyond our thoughts and imaginations, we praise you. We celebrate the victory of your Son, who has overcome death and saved us from the power of sin. We rejoice in his exaltation! Our great high priest has gone before, has entered into the Holy of Holies, and has opened up a way for us to follow. In his name, we too would enter into your eternal presence, for he is our priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. To him be all praise, together with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, one Lord, the same in every age.

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, our great High Priest; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
