            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #30
                           *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*June Wiest, (Hershey Med. Center); *Kayla Gonder, (Home); Janette Leitzel; Dave Guertin; Donna Donahue; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glen Campbell, (Charlie Shertzer’ cousin)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
          [image: image1.emf]


SUNDAY OCTOBER 18, 2020
                Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

October 18, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  We belong to God.

P:  God’s stamp is on our lives.
L:  God’s love and compassion is built into us.

P:  God’s mercy and hope flow through us.
L:  Let’s celebrate the powerful presence of God.
P:  Let’s rejoice in all the opportunities God gives us to serve. AMEN.

           
Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 45:1-7        (Pg. 789 O.T. Pew Bible)
Psalm: Psalm 96    (Responsive)  (Pg. 827 Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: I Thessalonians 1:1-20 
                                                       (Pg. 275 N.T. Pew Bible)
*Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22          (Pg. 32 N.T. Pew Bible)
Music -              “O Worship the King”                 Page 10 
                                (See Note above)                       
Sermon -         “Whose Image Do You Bear?”                       

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music -    “Give Me Jesus”      (See Note above)      Page 443
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Please visit outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions, either mailed or emailed (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Attendance for Oct. 11: In-person- 30; Face book online- 43 views as of Oct. 14th;  63 Face book online views for Oct. 4th as of Oct. 14th. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
CHURCH DIRECTORY - We are currently updating information for the Church Directory. If there have been address changes, new additions to your family, etc., please call (717-896-3118) or email (valleysecc@verizon.net) the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
COMMUNITY MEAL: Oct. 13 Community Meal we gave 97 reserved takeout meals and had enough for 9 helpers also.
Hymn: “Give Me Jesus” (Page 443  Red Hymnal)
Fanny J. Crosby | John Robson Sweney
CCLI Song # 144491  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Take the world but give me Jesus
All its joys are but a name
But His love abides forever
Through eternal years the same  Chorus
Chorus    O the height and depth of mercy
O the length and breadth of love
O the fullness of redemption
Pledge of endless life above
Verse 2   Take the world but give me Jesus
Sweetest comfort of my soul
With my Savior watching o'er me
I can sing though billows roll      Chorus
Verse 3   Take the world but give me Jesus
Let me view His constant smile
Then throughout my pilgrim journey
Light will cheer me all the while  Chorus
Verse 4   Take the world but give me Jesus
In His cross my trust shall be
Till with clearer brighter vision
Face to face my Lord I see           Chorus
Link for hymn: “Give Me Jesus”
Hymn: “O Worship the King”  (LYONS)  (Page 10  Red Hymnal)
Johann Michael Haydn | Robert Grant    Public Domain
       CCLI Song # 1486 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   O worship the King all glorious above
And gratefully sing His power and His love
Our Shield and Defender the Ancient of Days
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise
Verse 2    O tell of His might O sing of His grace
Whose robe is the light whose canopy space
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm
Verse 3    Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite
It breathes in the air it shines in the light
It streams from the hills it descends to the plain
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain
Verse 4     Frail children of dust and feeble as frail
In Thee do we trust nor find Thee to fail
Thy mercies how tender how firm to the end
Our Maker Defender Redeemer and Friend
Link to Hymn “O Worship the King”

      _______________________________________________
Please Note: A committee is working on when and how to safely have Sunday School and other activities again in the future. Valleys continues to put the safety of our congregation, visitors, and all groups who use the church for meetings a priority and will inform everyone as soon as a timeline is in place.
CHURCH CALENDAR
     No Sunday School or other activities at this time. 
Oct. 18 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Oct. 21 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting

Oct. 23 -  5:00PM - Wedding Rehearsal 

Oct. 24 -  9:30AM-12:30PM - Wilver/Herb Wedding
Oct. 25 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

History of hymn “Give me Jesus”:

Frances Jane van Alstyen (née Crosby) (Mar. 24, 1820-Feb. 12, 1915) wrote the words to “Give Me Jesus”  the music was written by John Robson Sweney (Dec. 31, 1837-Apr. 10, 1899). She was more commonly known as Fanny Crosby and was an American mission worker, poet, lyricist, and composer. Many of Fanny Crosby’s gospel songs were inspired by things that happened to her, or conversations she had, during her long life. Biographer Bernard Ruffin quotes from Miss Crosby’s book Memories of Eighty Years, concerning one such: Fanny was talking to one of her neighbors, who complained bitterly of his poverty. “If I had wealth I would be able to do just what I wish to do; and I would be able to make an appearance (i.e. an impression) in the world.” Fanny replied, “Well, take the world, but give me Jesus.” She later turned that comment into the present song-words that also seem to draw on the penetrating works of the Lord Jesus, “What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:36-37). The value of our “treasures” depends on who does the counting, and what kind of a measuring instrument is used (cf. Matthew 6:19-21). Crosby set a goal of winning a million people to Christ through her hymns, and whenever she wrote a hymn she prayed it would bring women and men to Christ, and kept careful records of those reported to have been saved through her hymns.  Fanny Crosby was blind. At six weeks old, she caught a cold and developed inflammation of the eyes. 
History of hymn “Give me Jesus” (continued):
Mustard poultices were applied to treat the discharges. According to Crosby, this procedure damaged her optic nerves and blinded her, but modern physicians think her blindness was more likely congenital, given her age, may not have been noticed by her parents. At age eight, Crosby wrote her first poem which described her condition. She later stated: “It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about me.” She also once said, “When I get to heaven, the first face that shall ever gladden my sight will be that of my Savior.” 

History of hymn “O Worship the King”: This hymn was written by Sir Robert Grant, a Scottish Anglican who was born in India in 1779, died in 1838 in India.  Robert and his father both served as members of Parliament and directors of East India Company. Robert wrote this hymn in 1833, a year before being appointed Governor of Bombay (now Mumbai), a position that he held until his death.
This hymn was inspired by a 16th century hymn by William Kethe — a hymn that was, in turn, inspired by Psalm 104:8-32.  If you read Psalm 104 alongside the words of this hymn, you will find several correspondences.  The first two verses of the hymn celebrate God’s glory.  The last two verses celebrate God’s love and providence.  God’s greatness and God’s loving providence—go together.  God’s power makes it possible for him to provide for us “frail children of dust” (v. 4.). “O Worship the King” draws upon the splendor of 19th-century monarchy as a metaphor for the magnificence of the Almighty. Composer Sir Robert Grant (1779-1838) was born and died in India.   The hymn was published posthumously in 1839 in Sacred Poems, a volume edited by Grant’s brother, Lord Glenelg. It had appeared in an earlier form in 1833, but the 1839 publication was said to be a “more correct and authentic version.”
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #30
           October 18, 2020        
 “Whose Image Do You Bear?”


   
      

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 1:27, 31  “So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them… God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.”
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: We belong to God.
P: God’s stamp is on our lives.
L: God’s love and compassion is built into us.
P: God’s mercy and hope flow through us.
L: Let’s celebrate the powerful presence of God.
P: Let’s rejoice in all the opportunities God gives us to serve. AMEN.
Invocation:
God of power and might, help us to recognize the imprint of your love and mercy in our lives. Open our hearts to that love that we may grow in our faith and be strengthened in our witness to you. In Jesus’ name, we pray. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Isaiah 45:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 96
New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
*Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22
Meditation:

“Whose Image Do You Bear?”


“He/she is the spitting image of his/her father/mother.” Have you ever heard those words? Have you ever said those words? Any time a proud parent or grandparent shows pictures of their little one someone inevitably says those words. I remember at various family events hearing, “oh, you look just like your father,” or, “you look just like your mother.” Sometimes we remind people of someone based on our behaviors, speech patterns, or some other thing that resembles the person that comes to their mind. Sometimes we wear certain clothes, wear our hair a certain way, drive a particular car, etc. to project an image of how we want others to see us. Sometimes we do those things to show who we admire and perhaps idolize. I’m reminded of a powerful quote by Biblical scholar, N.T. Wright who said, “you become like who and what you worship.” And that raises the question that the text from Matthew ultimately raises for us: “Whose image do you bear?”


Jesus is still in the temple courtyards verbally sparring with the Pharisees and other temple leaders. In this instance they are trying to trap Jesus in a seemingly no-win question: Is it lawful (or moral) to pay taxes to Caesar? Once again, they are trying to discredit Jesus in the eyes of the crowds who have come to listen and respect him more than they do the leaders, or to get him into trouble with Rome. 


There are several things happening in this encounter that are worth exploring. The first is that the two groups of people confronting Jesus are as ideologically different as you could imagine; the Pharisees who opposed Roman rule and wanted a return to the legitimate line of David and wanted to embrace a strict and narrow interpretation of scripture, and the Herodians who supported the Herods in order to have a certain level of peace with Rome. They were as different as extreme conservatives from extreme liberals. And as much as they disagreed on political and religious matters, they both agreed that Jesus posed a threat that had to be quashed. So in this instance they conspired to trap Jesus in a question that was sure to get him in trouble with the people, or with Rome. “Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”


Jesus saw the trap for what it was. They had no real interest in hearing his answer except to try to trip up Jesus. They had no interest in trying to understand his perspective on how a person should live with the tension of their spiritual identity and their political reality. So Jesus decides to answer their question with an object lesson. 


Taxes were a touchy subject more so back then than they are today. No one likes to have to pay taxes, but for the most part, we recognize them as a necessary ‘evil.’ This particular tax on the people of Israel was extremely unpopular and burdensome. In fact, when Jesus was a child there was an uprising against this tax that was quickly stamped out when the leaders of the uprising were hung from Roman crosses all over the Judean landscape. It was unpopular because it was essentially a tax just to live in the Roman world. And this tax could only be payed with a particular Roman coin. This coin bore the image of Caesar which proclaimed Caesar as the ‘son of God.’ For Jewish people this was nothing short of both idolatry and blasphemy. 


Jesus asks them for a coin and asks whose image is on it. “Caesar’s,” they replied. Here’s where it gets really interesting. Why would Jewish leaders, temple leaders, be holding onto a coin with a blasphemous image on it? Why would they be carrying such a thing into the temple? Didn’t the coin bear a ‘graven image’ of someone claiming to be the son of God? It’s possible that they grew so used to the way things were under Roman occupation that they didn’t consider the implications of what holding such a coin in the temple meant. And it certainly begs the question of where did their allegiance truly lie. 


At their response Jesus replies with his famous line, “Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and God the things that are God’s.” Much has been made of Jesus’s words. Everything from advocating complete separation between the spiritual life and one’s civic life, to fully supporting whichever government is in power, regardless of what kind of government it is and who’s in charge. Either extreme misses the richer meaning of Jesus’s words. Jesus is essentially challenging them with, “whose image is on you?” How is your life marked? When people see you, who do they think you resemble? 


The people of Israel, God’s special treasure, were called to reflect Yahweh and his love for all people. They were called to live in such a way that their lives would be marked as a people with whom God dwelt favorably. We see throughout scripture that they often vacillated between being faithful to God’s call and living in such a way that it appeared that God made no significant difference in their lives. They caved into idol worship. They caved into the worship of political and economic power over care for the vulnerable and marginalized. They repeatedly caved into the pressure of serving themselves over serving others, particularly in the area of sexual gratification. The image of God in their lives, in whose image they were created, had become tarnished to the point of being unrecognizable. And these Pharisees and Herodians were no different then their ancestors. This is the point Jesus is making to them, and is inviting us to consider who/what do we reflect?


From the very first chapter in Genesis we are told that all humanity is created in the image of God; the Imagio Dei. God declared his creation, ‘very good.’ Yet that image of God in us has been tarnished and damaged by the ravages of sin. It’s in returning to God through the life, death, and resurrection that we find healing and restoration of that very good image of God within us. And as we return to God through repentance he brings forgiveness and healing so that we begin to look more and more like Jesus. 


Some reflective questions we can ask ourselves in light of this text are these: “When people look at us, who/what do they see?” Do they see an angry, bitter person? Do they see someone who is so tied up with a particular political party or leader that their faith has become compromised because they view and treat anyone who thinks differently as the enemy? Do they see someone who is bent on serving themselves even at the expense of others? Do they see someone who has been wounded by another in a way that keeps them bound to their wounds and their past? Do they see someone who is in captivity to an addictive behavior? Do they see someone who is so caught up in racial superiority that they can’t see the pain of those that are suffering because of their race? 


Or do they see someone whose life is characterized by the life example and teachings of Jesus? Disciples of a rabbi in the ancient world would follow so closely to their rabbi that they ‘would be covered in the dust from his shoes.’ The goal of a disciple was to live in such a way that when people saw them they saw their master. And that is what Paul continually writes about to the early churches. That they should be imitators of Christ. That they should “not be conformed to the patterns of this world, but transformed by the renewing of their minds in Christ Jesus.” As citizens of God’s Kingdom we are called and invited to live in such a way that the Kingdom’s values are reflected in us and that the Spirit of Jesus is within us. To quote Paul again, “we are to put on Christ.” 


May we take time to reflect on what kind of image we are presenting to those around us. When we find things that don’t reflect Jesus and his values, may we find the grace to turn them over to him in repentance knowing he is ready and able to forgive, heal, and restore us. May our lives look more and more like the image of Jesus to his glory. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Our hearts are filled, O Lord, with your joy and peace. You have placed your imprint on us and challenged us to be your people in thought, word and deed. In gratitude we come to you this day, bringing shouts of joy as well as cries of sorrow. We are concerned about so many of our friends, our brothers and sisters in Christ, who are afflicted with illness of many kinds, who mourn, who feel lost and alone and wonder where you are. We raise their names before you in prayer that your healing love may be poured on them.

[Here prayers of concern may be offered in silence].
Lord, we know that you hear and respond to our prayers for these dear ones. Likewise, gracious God, we shout with joy at the many blessings that have been poured into our lives and into the lives of our family and friends. Our hearts rejoice at the delight they feel. Help us to understand that these blessings are your wondrous gifts of joy for each one of us. We lift the names and situations which reveal to us your loving presence with us.

[Here prayers of joy can be lifted in silence].
We thank you for all these blessings. Help us to bring words of healing and hope to all we meet, for it is in Jesus’ name that we pray. AMEN.

[The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:

Beloved of the Lord, go forth in peace to joyfully serve God, reflecting the image of Jesus in all areas of your lives. Share your lives and your blessings with others in need. Go in peace. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
