Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #31
                        *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Susie Snyder; *Paul Boyd; June Wiest, (Hershey Med. Center); Kayla Gonder; Janette Leitzel; Dave Guertin; Donna Donahue; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Jean Rode; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glen Campbell, (Charlie Shertzer’ cousin)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
      [image: image1.emf]


SUNDAY OCTOBER 25, 2020
                       Reformation Sunday
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

October 25, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  We are called to be the people of God’s kingdom.

P:  In God’s realm we will find healing and hope.
L:  We are called to be people who love as God has loved us.

P:  In God’s world, we will reach out with God’s love to all God’s people.
L:  We are called to be those who would serve.

P:  Lord, be with us as we serve you by helping those in need. AMEN.

Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 (Pg. 132 O.T. Pew Bible)
Psalm: Psalm 1    (Responsive)              (Pg. 779 Blue Hymnal)

New Testament: I Thessalonians 2:1-8   (Pg. 276 N.T. Pew Bible)                                                             
*Gospel:  Matthew 22:34-46                  (Pg. 33 N.T. Pew Bible) 

Music - “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”       Page 16

                           (See Note above)     
Meditation -          “The Law of Love”    

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music -    “I Am Thine, O Lord”   (See Note above)   Page 358
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Please visit outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions, either mailed or emailed (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Attendance for Oct. 18: In-person- 31; Face book online- 57 views as of Oct. 21st;  51 Face book online views for Oct. 11th as of Oct. 21st. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
CHURCH DIRECTORY - We are currently updating information for the Church Directory. If there have been address changes, new additions to your family, etc., please call (717-896-3118) or email (valleysecc@verizon.net) the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
COMMUNION: We will have Communion Sunday Nov. 1 (All
Saints Day) during worship service. If you are participating with online worship, please have bread and grape juice or wine available to participate.
Hymn: “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer” 
      (Page 16 Red Hymnal) 
Eduard Kremser | Julia Bulkley Cady Cory  Public Domain
CCLI Song # 101771  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  We praise Thee O God
Our redeemer creator
In grateful devotion
Our tribute we bring
We lay it before Thee
We kneel and adore Thee
We bless Thy holy name
Glad praises we sing
Verse 2   We worship Thee
God of our fathers
We bless Thee
Thru life's storm and tempest
Our guide hast Thou been
When perils o'er-take us
Escape Thou wilt make us
And with Thy help O Lord
Our battles we win
Verse 3    With voices united
Our praises we offer
To Thee great Jehovah
Glad anthems we raise
Thy strong arm will guide us
Our God is beside us
To Thee our great redeemer
Forever be praise
Link for hymn: “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”  
Hymn: “I Am Thine, O Lord”   (Page 358 Red Hymnal)
Fanny Jane Crosby | William Howard Doane     Public Domain   
       CCLI Song # 25424 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   I am Thine O Lord I have heard Thy voice
And it told Thy love to me
But I long to rise in the arms of faith
And be closer drawn to Thee     Chorus
Chorus   Draw me nearer nearer blessed Lord
To the cross where Thou hast died
Draw me nearer nearer nearer blessed Lord
To Thy precious bleeding side
Verse 2   Consecrate me now to Thy service Lord
By the pow'r of grace divine
Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope
And my will be lost in Thine       Chorus
Verse 3    Oh the pure delight of a single hour
That before Thy throne I spend
When I kneel in prayer and with Thee my God
I commune as friend with friend  Chorus
Verse 4    There are depths of love that I cannot know
Till I cross the narrow sea
There are heights of joy that I may not reach
Till I rest in peace with Thee       Chorus
Link to Hymn “I Am Thine, O Lord”

      _______________________________________________
Please Note: A committee is working on when, how to safely have Sunday School, other activities again in the future while continuing to put the safety of our congregation, visitors, and all groups who use the church for meetings a priority and will inform everyone as soon as a timeline is in place.
CONGRATULATIONS to Teaheshia Wilver and Aaron Herb who were married at Valleys yesterday, Oct. 24! We pray they will be blessed with a long and happy marriage!

                          CHURCH CALENDAR
         No Sunday School but limited activities at this time. 
Oct. 25 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Oct. 31 - TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR!

Nov. 1 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

         Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

_____________________________________________________________________________
History of hymn “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”:  A hymn which gives praise to our Redeemer whose name is the Lord of Hosts is “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer.”  The text was written by Julia Bulkley Cady Cory, (born on Nov. 9, 1882, at New York City, NY, the daughter of architect J. Cleveland Cady).  Music: Kremser, written by Eduard Kresmer (born Apr. 10, 1838, died Nov. 27 1914). J. Archer Gibson, the music director at the Brick Presbyterian Church, requested of Julia some new lyrics for the tune which is used with the Dutch Thanksgiving hymn “We Gather Together”. After struggling for two weeks, Julia, who was not long out of school, produced three stanzas.  The first public performance of her hymn was the next Thanksgiving Day. Some thought it was another English translation of the Dutch Thanksgiving hymn but that is not the case. It’s a completely different song, created to be used with the tune of the latter hymn. A month later, Julia’s father wished to use the hymn for a service on Dec. 25 at the Church of the Covenant in New York City, so he asked her to add a fourth stanza.  Cory later added this 4th stanza for use at Christmas:
   Thy love Thou didst show us, Thine only Son sending,
   Who came as a Babe and Whose bed was a stall,
   His blest life He gave us and then died to save us;
   We praise Thee, O Lord, for Thy gift to us all
History of hymn “I Am Thine, O Lord: "I am Thine, O Lord" is one of many hymns written by Fanny Crosby, (1820-1915) a prolific American hymn writer. The melody was composed by William Howard Doane (1832-1915). The hymn grew out of a conversation that Crosby had with Doane. They were talking about the nearness of God when Crosby was seized by inspiration.  She went to her room, her mind and heart flooded with ideas from their conversation. Before she went to sleep, the lines of “I Am Thine, O Lord” were in her mind….The next morning she recited the words to Doane, who wrote the stanzas and composed the tune,  setting her words to music, the song that they produced has blessed generations of Christians.  The song is a prayer, celebrating the joy of faith--and the desire for an even deeper faith. It has also been reported that Fanny Crosby, though blind, had a sunset described to her in words before writing the lyrics. Hebrews 10:22 is reported as being a source of inspiration for the hymn: "Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water." (KJV) Doane was a successful businessman who served as the president of a Cincinnati company that produced woodworking machines.  He also held a number of patents for the machines that they produced.  While he enjoyed his business, Doane enjoyed Christian music even more.  During his lifetime, he composed the music for hundreds of hymns, and edited a number of hymn collections.
Is this hymn our testimony? It should be, and our daily prayer should also ‘want to be drawn nearer to the One who died for us’. So many things draw our attention and time throughout the day and these things can pull us away from prayer and our relationship with Christ. Maybe this week  would be a good thing to begin each morning we get up with singing and praying of Fanny Crosby’s words. That could change our day.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
DON’T FORGET! TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR this Saturday Oct. 31st as Daylight Savings Time ends very early Sunday Nov. 1st!

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #31
              October 25, 2020        

         “The Law of Love”

   
      

Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: We are called to be the people of God’s kingdom.
P: In God’s realm we will find healing and hope.
L: We are called to be people who love as God has loved us.
P: In God’s world, we will reach out with God’s love to all God’s people.
L: We are called to be those who would serve.
P: Lord, be with us as we serve you by helping those in need. AMEN.
Invocation:
Lord Jesus, you command us to remember that the first commandment is to love God with all that we are, our hearts, souls, minds and spirits. The second is equal to this in that this love is to be extended to our neighbors. We are to love as we wish to be loved. Help us to internalize these commandments so that when we encounter times of difficulty, we are again reminded of your everlasting love for us. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
Psalm: Psalm 1 
New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
*Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46
Meditation:

“The Law of Love”


There was a church that was in one of the nicer parts of town. Most of the people that attended were pretty well off. Dinners were catered by the finest restaurants in town. All of the furnishings were up to date and reflected the best they could afford. Attendees always came in their Sunday finest and none of the cars in the parking lot were more than 5 years old. And they never seemed to have any budget concerns that haunted other churches. By all accounts this church was successful. 


This church had just hired a new pastor and they were throwing him a welcome celebration after his first Sunday in the pulpit. The food on the table had some of the most appealing, mouth-watering pastries you could imagine. As people were mingling about, some people from the church noticed a stranger who was most definitely out of place. He was disheveled in appearance with a several day growth of a beard. His hair was unkempt and the jeans and tee shirt he was wearing were stained and worn. He was eyeing those pastries longingly, but afraid of taking any for fear of causing a scene. One of the church members found the new pastor and said, “do something about that man over there.” The pastor quietly went to the food table, grabbed a box from under the table and proceeded to load it up with as many of the pastries as the box would hold. He walked over to the stranger and handed him the box and said, “These are for you. We have food here every Sunday and you’re more than welcome to come back and join us.” With tears in his eyes, the stranger quietly took the gift of food and left the church hall. The person who asked the pastor to deal with the stranger looked at him in stunned silence. The pastor, enjoying the moment said, “That is what you meant by, ‘do something,’ right?” 


It’s easy to forget that ‘doing’ church is not the same thing as ‘being’ the church. That’s part of what Jesus is dealing with in his on-going confrontation with some teachers of the law from the Pharisees who were still trying to discredit Jesus in this text from Matthew 22. What is most important? What is foundational in being God’s people?


Jesus is asked, “Which commandment in the law is the greatest?” And Jesus, being a good Jewish man, recited part of a prayer that faithful, observant Jews prayed each day quoting from Deuteronomy 6:5, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” In other words, as God’s people, God is to be loved and worshipped with every part of our being and above all else. All that we have, all that we are, all that we think, all that we do are to be done because of God’s love for us, and our love for God. There is nothing in Jesus’s response that they would quibble about. It was a statement they could all agree upon. 


Jesus doesn’t stop with that foundational command. He links a second command to it which ties both of the commands together. “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” from Leviticus 19:18. Jesus’s confrontations with the religious leaders of his time had little to do with their desire to keep the law faithfully, but had everything to do with their failure to follow the values and spirit of those laws as God intended, especially as it came to treating others. For Jesus, these two commands are so important that he said everything in the Hebrew Scriptures, the law and the prophets, everything they taught and commanded, were summed up in these two commands. Another rabbi, Hillel, of that same time period is believe to have said this; “What is hateful to you do not do to your neighbor; that is the whole Torah, the rest is just commentary; go and learn it.” 


Biblical love, both hesed in Hebrew, and agape in Greek, mean essentially the same thing. It is a type of love that is a decision to live completely for another. It is putting the needs and well-being of the other person ahead of our own. It is seen best in the love God showed all humanity in the person of Jesus Christ and his willingness to offer himself on our behalf so we might be reconciled to God through forgiveness. So this kind of love, the kind of love we are called to show towards God and all people is not based on emotion. It’s not based on whether or not we feel like loving them. It is not to be conditioned on their worthiness, or willingness to receive that love from us. In fact, this love is to be extended to even our enemies. And this way of loving both God and others is something that is counter to the way people, since the fall of man, have struggled with how to do. And this was certainly true of the religious leaders of Jesus’s time, as it is true for many of us today. 


In another passage when Jesus was asked “who is my neighbor?” he responds with the parable of the Good Samaritan. This is what agape love looks like. This is how we are to treat one another, even our enemies. You may recall the story. A man is attacked and robbed on the road between Jericho and Jerusalem. He is beaten and left for dead. Two people, seemingly observant Jews who were a Levite and a priest, happen upon the beaten man and avoid him at all costs. These were men who were trained in the law of Moses and steeped in the teachings of the prophets. People who should know better with regard to  how to treat someone in need. But they don’t; they ignore him instead. 


Along comes another man; a Samaritan. Samaritans were hated and looked down upon by the Jewish people because of their race. They were the offspring of Jews who had been left behind after the Babylonians took the people of Judah into exile, and their Babylonian conquerors. They had different views on how to worship God, and where that worship should take place. Yet it was the Samaritan in Jesus’s story that took the time to stop and care for the injured Jew. He tended his wounds, got him up on his donkey, took him to the nearest town, and put him up in the inn with the instructions for the owner to care for this man and the Samaritan would pay the expense when he came back through. This type of love is to be extended to our neighbors, and everyone is our neighbor including those with whom we have the sharpest disagreements and might even consider them enemies. Why? Because that’s the love God showed to us even while we were still his enemies. 


As I mentioned above, Jesus links these two commands in such a way that they are inseparable. The command to love God with all that we are comes first and is foundational. And the command to love our neighbor as ourselves is rooted in the first command. They reflect the importance of our vertical relationship with God, and our horizontal relationship with humanity. Another way to think of how these two love commands are linked is to think of them as forming a circle. Loving God with our whole being is reflected in how we love our neighbors, including our enemies, and loving our neighbors as ourselves is impossible without first loving God with our whole being. 


As we grow in a deepening love for God, may it be reflected in the way we extend love to other people. May our lives be marked as people who have been transformed by God’s relentless, scandalous, pursuing love found in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
In the midst of frightening times when words of war soar to the heavens and anger seems to be the way to treat others and to respond to difficulty, be with us, merciful God. We do not want to live in these hideous ways. We seek your peace and healing love. Our hearts are filled with concern for our families and friends as well as those in far off lands who face great times of difficulties, illness, mourning. We share the names of those for whom we seek prayers knowing that you hear our cries and respond in love. Let us pray silently for a minute then offer the names of these dear ones. [Silent Prayer]. Yet in the midst of darkness your light of joy abounds within us as we share those moments which have caused us to rejoice in delight and love. Let us pray silently for a minute and then offer instances of joy that we have encountered this week.

[Silent prayer.]
Lord of hope and peace, we have brought before you the names of dear ones on our hearts. Some of the names we speak of with one another; others are whispered in our hearts. Be with all of us, O Lord. Heal our wounds. Direct our lives in pathways of peace. These things we offer in Jesus’ name. AMEN.

[The Lord’s Prayer using sins, and sinned].
Benediction:

God’s love is sending us forth into the world in ministries of peace and justice. We have received forgiveness and been showered with God’s gracious love. Go in peace, bringing hope to this hurting and angry world. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
