       Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #39
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Henry Hassinger; *Ben Rissinger; *James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; *Kelly Richter, (Surgery Oct. 5); Laurel Guertin; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Janelle Miller; Deb Polak; Ellen Snyder, (Gail Shertzer’s sister); Ty & Lana Shoop; Phil Guertin

OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Phil Guertin;
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
[image: image1.emf]


    SUNDAY OCTOBER 3, 2021

            Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
October 3, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
    Prelude    
Announcements                                                   
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                            
L:  In the midst of struggle and strife, God is with us.

P:  Praise be to God for God’s steadfast presence
L:  Even though many things in life hurt and disappoint us, God is with us.
P:  We seek God’s mercy and grace to heal our wounded souls.
L:  Come, bring your needs and wants to God, for God will hear your cries and restore your souls.
P:  Praise be to God for mercy, peace, and hope. AMEN.
Invocation     

                                                        
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Test.: Job 1:1, 2:1-10                    (See Insert)        Ed Berra
Psalm: Psalm 26    (Responsive)       (See Insert)        Pastor
New Testament:  Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 (See Insert)  Sue Faust                                 
Music -  “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”     Pg. 16
*Gospel:  Mark 10:2-16                        (See Insert)        Pastor
Sermon  -              “The Challenge”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION 

   Music -                       “I Surrender All”                     Pg. 366
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today September 5th! The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. 

Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.

                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Oct.    3 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)     Communion Servers: Sharon Fetterhoff, Leon Shaffer; Lay Readers: Ed Berra, Sue Faust
Oct.    4 - 6:00-7:00PM - Zumba (social hall)

                 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

Oct.    5 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Oct.  10 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                5:30-7:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728 Meeting
OCTOBER 3rd COMMUNION SERVERS:
Sharon Fetterhoff and Leon Shaffer

OCTOBER LAY READER SCHEDULE:
Oct. 3 - Ed Berra, Sue Faust; Oct. 10 - Leon Shaffer, Laurel Guertin; Oct. 17 - Gerry Wiest, Ed Dobbin; Oct. 24 - Charles Cichy, Donna Novinger; Oct. 31 - Sharon Fetterhoff, Dave Novinger

ELDERS WILL MEET on Monday October 4th at 7:00PM. 

DEACONS WILL MEET on Tuesday October 5th at 7:00PM.

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday October 12th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu:

Hamloaf, Macaroni & Cheese, Green Beans, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert.  Please call by Thursday Oct. 7th to reserve meal. Please see the donation/helper list.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Sept. 26 was 38.
Face book views for Sept. 26 was 21.

Face book views for Sept. 19 was 24.
NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER ARTICLES are due by Nov. 15.
                 SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - O. Test. Reading: Job 1:1, 2:1-10 (NLT)
1 There once was a man named Job who lived in the land of Uz. He was blameless—a man of complete integrity. He feared God and stayed away from evil. 2 One day the members of the heavenly court came again to present themselves before the

Lord, and the Accuser, Satan, came with them. 2 “Where have you come from?” the Lord asked Satan. Satan answered the

Lord, “I have been patrolling the earth, watching everything that’s going on.” 3 Then the Lord asked Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the finest man in all the earth. He is blameless—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and stays away from evil. And he has maintained his integrity, even though you urged me to harm him without cause.” 4 Satan replied to the Lord, “Skin for skin! A man will give up everything he has to save his life. 5 But reach out and take away his health, and he will surely curse you to your face!” 6 “All right, do with him as you please,” the Lord said to Satan. “But spare his life.” 7 So Satan left the Lord’s presence, and he struck Job with terrible boils from head to foot. 8 Job scraped his skin with a piece of broken pottery as he sat among the ashes. 9 His wife said to him, “Are you still trying to maintain your integrity? Curse God and die.” 10 But Job replied, “You talk like a foolish woman. Should we accept only good things from the hand of God and never anything bad? So

in all this, Job said nothing wrong.
2nd Reading -Psalm 26:1-12 (Responsive Reading) (NLT)
1 Declare me innocent, O Lord, for I have acted with integrity;
    I have trusted in the Lord without wavering.
2 Put me on trial, Lord, and cross-examine me.
    Test my motives and my heart.
3 For I am always aware of your unfailing love,
    and I have lived according to your truth.
4 I do not spend time with liars
    or go along with hypocrites.
5 I hate the gatherings of those who do evil,
    and I refuse to join in with the wicked.
6 I wash my hands to declare my innocence.
    I come to your altar, O Lord,

7 singing a song of thanksgiving

2nd Reading -Psalm 26:1-12 (Responsive Reading) (NLT) (Continued)
    and telling of all your wonders.
8 I love your sanctuary, Lord,
    the place where your glorious presence dwells.
9 Don’t let me suffer the fate of sinners.
    Don’t condemn me along with murderers.
10 Their hands are dirty with evil schemes,
    and they constantly take bribes.
11 But I am not like that; I live with integrity.
    So redeem me and show me mercy.
12 Now I stand on solid ground,
    and I will publicly praise the Lord.
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading Hebrews1:1-4, 2:5-12 (NLT)
1 Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. 2 And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe. 3 The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in heaven. 4 This shows that the Son is far greater than the angels, just as the name God gave him is greater than their names.    2:5 And furthermore, it is not angels who will control the future world we are talking about. 6 For in one place the Scriptures say, “What are mere mortals that you should think about them, or a son of man that you should care for him? 7 Yet for a little while you made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. 8 You gave them authority over all things.” Now when it says “all things,” it means nothing is left out. But we have not yet seen all things put under their authority. 9 What we do see is Jesus, who for a little while was given a position “a little lower than the angels”; and because he suffered death for us, he is now “crowned with glory and honor.” Yes, by God’s grace, Jesus tasted death for everyone. 10 God, for whom and through whom everything was made, chose to bring many children into glory. And it was only right that he should make Jesus, through his suffering, a perfect leader, fit to bring 
3rd Reading -N. Test. Reading Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 (NLT) (Continued)
them into their salvation.11 So now Jesus and the ones he makes holy have the same Father. That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters. 12 For he said to God, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters. I will praise you among your assembled people.”
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Mark 10:2-16 (NLT)
2 Some Pharisees came and tried to trap him with this question: “Should a man be allowed to divorce his wife?” 3 Jesus answered them with a question: “What did Moses say in the law about divorce?” 4 “Well, he permitted it,” they replied. “He said a man can give his wife a written notice of divorce and send her away.” 5 But Jesus responded, “He wrote this commandment only as a 
concession to your hard hearts. 6 But ‘God made them male and female’ from the beginning of creation. 7 ‘This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, 8 and the two are united into one.’ Since they are no longer two but one, 9 let no one split apart what God has joined together.” 10 Later, when he was alone with his disciples in the house, they brought up the subject again. 11 He told them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries someone else commits adultery against her. 12 And if a woman divorces her husband and marries someone else, she commits adultery.” 13 One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could touch and bless them. But the disciples scolded the parents for bothering him. 14 When Jesus saw what was happening, he was angry with his disciples. He said to them, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children. 15 I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.” 16 Then he took the children in his arms and placed his hands on their heads and blessed them.
SCRIPTURE READERS: If you are willing to read scripture during worship service, please see Donna Novinger. We wish to get a list of lay readers. Thank you.

DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) September, October, November, and (Large Print) October, November, December devotionals  are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.

MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
History of hymn “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”:  A hymn which gives praise to our Redeemer whose name is the Lord of Hosts is “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer.”  The text was written by Julia Bulkley Cady Cory, (born on Nov. 9, 1882, at New York City, NY, the daughter of architect J. Cleveland Cady).  Music: Kremser, written by Eduard Kresmer (born Apr. 10, 1838, died Nov. 27 1914). J. Archer Gibson, the music director at the Brick Presbyterian Church, requested of Julia some new lyrics for the tune which is used with the Dutch Thanksgiving hymn “We Gather Together”. After struggling for two weeks, Julia, who was not long out of school, produced three stanzas.  The first public performance of her hymn was the next Thanksgiving Day. Some thought it was another English translation of the Dutch Thanksgiving hymn but that is not the case. It’s a completely different song, created to be used with the tune of the latter hymn. A month later, Julia’s father wished to use the hymn for a service on Dec. 25 at the Church of the Covenant in New York City, so he asked her to add a fourth stanza.  Cory later added this 4th stanza for use at Christmas:
   Thy love Thou didst show us, Thine only Son sending,
   Who came as a Babe and Whose bed was a stall,
   His blest life He gave us and then died to save us;
   We praise Thee, O Lord, for Thy gift to us all
BABY CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Jessica and Edward Baker II on the birth of their son Callahan Wallace Baker who was born on September 2.  Grandparents are Edward and Charlene Baker I, Great Grandmother is Jane Baker.
Deanna Bailey on the birth of her son Declan Clay Matthew Lenker born on September 26. Grandmother is Stephanie Hatcher, Great-Grandparents are Ken and Mary Zeigler, Great-Great-Grandmother is Jane Baker.

We pray Callahan and Declan have a close walk with God through their lives and many blessings on Callahan and Declan and their families.

History of Hymn: “I Surrender All” 
   Judson Van DeVenter was born on a farm in Michigan in 1855. He became an art teacher and supervisor of art in public schools of Sharon, PA after graduating from Hillsdale College. He was an accomplished musician, singer, and composer and also an active layman in his Methodist Episcopal Church, involved in the church’s evangelistic meetings. Recognizing his talent for ministry friends urged him to give up teaching and become an evangelist. Van DeVenter wavered between becoming a recognized artist or devoting himself to ministry. He surrendered his life to Christian service and wrote the text of the hymn while conducting a meeting at the Ohio home of noted evangelist George Sebring. He traveled throughout the United States, England, & Scotland, doing evangelistic work. Winfield S. Weeden, his associate & singer, assisted him for many years. Van DeVenter published more than 60 hymns in his lifetime, but “I Surrender All” is his most famous. “I Surrender All” was put to music by Weeden, and first published in 1896 in Gospel Songs of Grace and Glory, a collection of old and new hymns by various hymnists, complied by Weeden, Van DeVenter, and Leonard Weaver, and published by Sebring Publishing Co. Weeden, born in Ohio in 1847, taught in singing schools prior to becoming an evangelist and was a noted song leader & vocalist. His tombstone is inscribed with the title of this hymn, “I Surrender All”.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #39  
                      October 3, 2021               
  
 “The Challenge”

   
      
                    19th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: In the midst of struggle and strife, God is with us.
P: Praise be to God for God’s steadfast presence.
L: Even though many things in life hurt and disappoint us, God is with us.
P: We seek God’s mercy and grace to heal our wounded souls.
L: Come, bring your needs and wants to God, for God will hear your cries and restore your souls.
P: Praise be to God for mercy, peace, and hope. AMEN.
Invocation:
Lord, we come to you today with so many things on our hearts. You call us to be in relationship of trust and love with you and you offer healing to us for those portions of our lives that are broken and injured. Help us to be open to your mercy and healing love. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Job 1:1, 2:1-10
Psalm: Psalm 26
New Testament: Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
*Gospel: Mark 10:2-16
Meditation:

“The Challenge”

A couple was celebrating golden wedding anniversary. Their domestic tranquility had long been the talk of the town where they had spent their lives. The local newspaper reporter came by inquiring as to the secret of their long and happy marriage. 

The husband said, “Well, it all dates back to our honeymoon. We visited the Grand Canyon and took a trip down to bottom of the canyon by pack mule. We hadn’t gone too far when my wife’s mule stumbled. My wife quietly said, ‘That’s once.’ We proceeded just a little further and the mule stumbled again. Once more my wife quietly said, ‘That’s twice.’ We hadn’t gone a half-mile more when the mule stumbled a third time. My wife quietly removed a revolver from her pocket and shot that mule dead. I started to protest over her treatment of mule when she looked at me and quietly said ‘That’s once’.”
Today’s text brings us to a topic that is filled with strong emotions, different opinions, beliefs, and so on. I know that the topic of divorce and remarriage is a sensitive one for many who have either experienced divorce, or who have had family members suffer through divorce, and so I want our meditation to be one that is full of grace and sensitivity. If we were to look only to this text for an understanding of what the Bible teaches about divorce and remarriage, we would have an incomplete picture at best, and a harsh teaching at worst.

What is God trying to say to us about marriage, divorce, and remarriage? We need to remember some important guidelines when it comes to interpreting any Biblical text. The first thing is this: context is everything. We should ask ourselves what is the setting, who is the audience, who is the speaker, and are there any extenuating circumstances that may shed light onto this particular narrative. 

The second guideline to consider is what does the rest of scripture have to say about a given topic or theme. Similarly, we want to observe how others within the Biblical narratives have put a concept into practice, and how has the community of faith interpreted this issue. We want to weigh all these things before drawing conclusions. 

Let’s take a closer look at this setting. Jesus finds himself being baited for a theological trap by the Pharisees. These teachers and followers of the Law of Moses have been offended time and time again for what they have interpreted as Jesus’ disregard for the law. He healed on the Sabbath, he ate with prostitutes and tax collectors, he was regularly seen at parties, and his family had an uncertain background. In their minds, he was a questionable authority on the Jewish laws and customs at best, and he was a direct threat to their control because of his popularity with the people. 

Jesus’ ministry has now taken him to the region of Judea, alongside the Jordan River. This area was under the control of Herod Antipas, the one who executed John the Baptist. Herod had John killed because John repeatedly called Herod to repent for marrying his brother’s ex-wife while he was still alive. Maybe this was part of the Pharisees’ plan: to get Jesus into trouble. 

One consideration with this text is that there seem to have been two different schools of rabbinic thought operating in Palestine. One tradition, the Pharisees, tended to be quite literalistic and would not stray very far from what the Law of Moses stated plainly. Their interpretation of the law with regard to divorce was that the only grounds for divorce was sexual infidelity. 

The other tradition, the Sadducees, took a more expansive view of the law. They believed it permissible for a man to be able to divorce his wife on what would seem like a whim. Certainly infidelity would be grounds for divorce, but so could his being displeased with her from the way she did his laundry, to burning his supper. 


What is so upsetting to Jesus is that the Pharisees had become so hung up on the minutia of the law that they had completely forgotten what was the spirit of the law. They had forgotten to even take into consideration God’s intention for marriage, and were more concerned about just how much they could get away with under the law and still be considered technically righteous. This is the context into which Jesus responds.

Jesus reminds the Pharisees, the crowd, his disciples, and us today that what is important is knowing God’s divine intention towards us. In this case it concerns marriage and divorce. God is the one who initiated the institute of marriage from the beginning of creation. God intended this to be a life-long relationship that was to be the most intimate of human relationships. It was to be even more binding and intimate than a child’s relationship with his or her parents. In fact, marriage is so close to the heart of God that time and time again, scripture uses marriage as a metaphor for God’s relationship with Israel, the church, and even us. 

Jesus’ words seem strong and unyielding, but keep in mind the context into which he is speaking. This was not a case of pastoral care. If it were, his response would have been more like the way he interacted with the woman at the well. She had four husbands and the man she was with currently was not her husband, yet Jesus does not scold her, or send her away. He invites her to receive him and his love: to receive forgiveness and an opportunity to be transformed by ‘living water.’ 

It was not a scenario in which he was focused on teaching his disciples. He did turn it into a teaching opportunity later, but his main focus was correction. If this were a teaching moment, Jesus might have been more like he was during the Sermon on the Mount: full of challenge, yes, but also hopefulness. 

A common pattern we observe in the teachings of Jesus is that he often lifts up the divine ideal. He sets the bar high for us. And just when we are tempted to think that his goals for us are impossible, he responds with grace, forgiveness and love. I believe this is the approach we need to have with regard to divorce and remarriage. 

Marriage is something that God wants us to take seriously. No one should enter a marriage relationship lightly because God’s intention is that it should be for life. It is to be a living example of faith and faithfulness. The converse of this is true as well. No one should enter into divorce lightly. It should only be entered after every possible recourse has been explored. God’s desire is for our broken human relationships to be healed and for us to be reconciled to each other, or re-peaced. 

I want to be very clear. I recognize that sometimes divorce is inevitable. I do not want anyone to be saddled with a sense of guilt on top of whatever pain they may have already been through as a result of divorce. Our God is a God of grace, forgiveness, and second chances. In the situation where abuse is happening, getting out is the only option. It may be possible to re-enter that relationship once the offending person has sought help, and demonstrated a complete change, but even then it is not always advisable or possible. Sometimes one person is willing to work on the relationship but the other is not. Reconciliation is only possible if both people are willing to work on the issues that led to the schism in the first place. 

Before my wife and I were married, back when we were just friends, we had a major falling out. We both became hurt by what we each interpreted the other person as having done or said, and we cut ourselves off from each other. We had been co-leading a small group at the time and our pastor became aware of the fight we were having. He talked to each of us and got our separate sides of the story. Because we were leaders in the church, he felt it was important for us to try to work out our differences and he offered to be present when we met to mediate if that what was needed. Well we both agreed to try to work out our problems. 

As we each talked about how the other person had hurt us, we started to realize that we had each misinterpreted the intentions of the other, and had caused each other to connect with deeper, older pains that intensified our current feelings. We had no idea how the other person became affected by our actions and words, but it quickly became apparent that neither of us had wanted to intentionally hurt the other person. Because of the wisdom of our pastor, our willingness to humble ourselves and ask each other for forgiveness, and God’s amazing grace, we renewed our friendship and it became stronger. It wasn’t until a couple of years later that we eventually would start dating and fall in love. God is good. 

I am not suggesting that all break ups, or divorces are the result of pride or sin on the part of both people, but I want to be clear that God’s intention for us as people is reconciliation with God, and with each other, especially in our most intimate relationships. 

Some of you who are not married may be tempted to think that this text has nothing to do with you. Perhaps one day you will fall in love and want to marry that special person. You owe it to yourself and your future mate to enter that relationship as humbly and seriously as you can. God wants the best for your marriage. He knows that there are times it won’t be easy. But that is where commitment, forgiveness, and grace come in. Marriage can be a gift, not just because of the other person, but also because of the way marriage can be a living parable for our relationship with God. 

Today’s text ends with a scene that appears to have nothing to do with the one with Jesus’ confrontation with the Pharisees. I would suggest that Mark put this story here to illustrate the attitude we should have when it comes to our relationships with God and with each other. Children have a deep capacity to trust and to wonder. They have a way of quickly getting over little squabbles so they can get back to enjoying the other person. Their desire to be in a relationship with another eventually overrides the initial hurt they may have experienced.

It seems that with children, it is only with the cumulative effect of hurtful experiences that they stop trying to work things out and begin the process of isolating themselves from others and God. They lose their sense of wonder in the other. They find that anger gives them a sense of power and control over those who have hurt them. Eventually these wide-eyed children, tainted by the human condition, become adults who no longer know how to trust or how to forgive or be forgiven. 

It is in Christ that we can experience the freedom to be transformed into the kind of child likeness he calls us towards. We rediscover God’s divine intention for us and avoid becoming trapped in petty legalism that is more like slavery than new life. May we all be able to rediscover the wonder of forgiveness as we claim our identity as the children of God. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Patient God, we want to have things go well and to have everyone be happy and content, but all too often we stand in the way of peace and hope. We recognize that life is not a fantasy in which everything turns out just right. We know that there is strife and struggles and we stand in the midst of them. Our hearts and spirits carry the scars of the struggles and disappointments we have borne. Today we come to seek restoration, reconciliation, and relationship with you and with others. We want to overcome the barriers which prevent us from being people of compassion and hope. 
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)
There is so much that needs to be done to aid in the cause of your peace and justice. Help us to become peacemakers and those who would bring hope. Give us courage to become disciples who follow your will and your way. For we ask this in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Having been healed and made whole by God’s love, now go out into God’s world to be a healer and one who brings peace and hope to others. Know always that God is with you. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
