        Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #28
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Baby Addison Ramper, (Donna Donahue’s great-granddaughter); *Janette Leitzel, (surgery Oct. 2); *Vickie Shoffler, (Home); *Gerald  Schoffstall, (Gerry Wiest’s friend); *Dave Guertin, (had eye surgery); Kelly Shutt; Paul Enders; Donna Donahue; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Clark Ellis; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; All People & health workers, etc affected by the C-virus
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
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SUNDAY OCTOBER 4, 2020
             Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
October 4, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Welcome to God’s house, a place of faith.

P:   From our homes, we come seeking God’s word.
L:   Here you will find nourishment and hope.
P:   May we learn lessons of courage and peace.
L:   Here you will find rest from your struggles.

P:   Lord, prepare our hearts to receive your words that we may leave this holy house of faith and return to our homes, encouraged and challenged to be your people. AMEN.
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 5:1-7                 (Pg. 747 O.T. Pew Bible)
Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15                           (Pg. 648 O.T. Pew Bible)

New Testament: Philippians 3:4b-14   (Pg. 268 N.T. Pew Bible)
*Gospel:  Matthew 21:33-46               (Pg. 31 N.T. Pew Bible) 
Music -       “This Is My Father’s World”            Page 58
                           (See Note above)     
Meditation -          “God’s Vineyard”    

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

      Words of Assurance  


HOLY COMMUNION 

    
Music -        “Rock of Ages”   (See Note above)   Page 204
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Please visit outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions, either mailed or emailed (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

COMMUNION: We will have Communion Sunday Oct. 4 during worship service. If you are participating with online worship, please have bread and grape juice or wine available to participate.

BABY CONGRATULATIONS to Sam and Monica Wesner on the birth of their daughter Eva Jean born on Sept. 27. Eva joins big brother Ivan. Grandparents are Gary and Vickie Snyder and Ronald and Dorothy Wesner. We pray Eva will grow in good health and in the love of the Lord and that she and her family receive many blessings from God.
                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
No Sunday School or other activities (No Elders Meeting)
Oct. 4 - 10:15AM - In Person Worship Service or Online  Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
Oct.   5 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting 

Oct. 11 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Oct. 13 - 5:30-6:30PM - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday Oct. 8th.

Oct. 15 - Articles are due today for Nov. newsletter.

Oct. 18 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Oct. 21 -  7:00PM - Council Meeting

Oct. 23 -  5:00PM - Wedding Rehearsal 

Oct. 24 -  9:30AM-12:30PM - Wilver/Herb Wedding
Oct. 25 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
REMINDER: Please have grape juice and bread available if you wish to take communion during  worship service if you are watching online on Sunday October 4.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on October 13th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken & Waffles, vegetable, salad, fruit cup, dessert. 

Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Oct. 8th. Sign-up sheet for helpers and donations is on table in social hall. 

If anyone has a waffle iron we can uses to make waffles please call Donna at the Church office (717-896-3118).
Attendance for Sept. 27: In-person - No in-person service; Facebook online - 72 views as of Sept. 30. Online views for Sept. 13 - 193 views. No Online service on Sept. 20.
Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World”   (Page 58 Red Hymnal)
Maltbie Davenport Babcock/ Franklin L Sheppard

CCLI Song # 3163379 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   This is my Father's world
And to my list'ning ears
All nature sings and 'round me rings
Music of the spheres
This is my Father's world
I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees of skies and seas
His hand the wonders wrought
Verse 2   This is my Father's world
The birds their carols raise
The morning light the lily white
Declare their Maker's praise
This is my Father's world
He shines in all that's fair
In the rust'ling grass I hear Him pass
He speaks to me ev'rywhere
Verse 3    This is my Father's world
O let me ne'er forget
And though the wrong seems oft so strong
God is the Ruler yet
This is my Father's world
The battle is not done
Jesus who died shall be satisfied
And earth and heaven be one
Link for Hymn “This Is My Father’s World”

Hymn: “Rock of Ages (Toplady)” (Page 204 in red hymnal)

Augustus Montague Toplady | Thomas Hastings
CCLI Song # 40588  CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
Verse 1    Rock of Ages cleft for me
Let me hide myself in thee
Let the water and the blood
From thy riven side which flowed
Be of sin the double cure
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r
Verse 2    Not the labors of my hands
Can fulfill thy law's demands
Could my zeal no respite know
Could my tears forever flow
All for sin could not atone
Thou must save and thou alone
Verse 3     Nothing in my hand I bring
Simply to the cross I cling
Naked come to thee for dress
Helpless look to thee for grace
Foul I to the fountain fly
Wash me Savior or I die
Verse 4      While I draw this fleeting breath
When mine eyes shall close in death
When I soar to worlds unknown
See thee on thy judgment throne
Rock of Ages cleft for me
Let me hide myself in thee
Link for hymn: “Rock of Ages”  (Page 204 Red Hymnal)
             History of Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World” 

“This Is My Father’s World” is a popular Christian hymn penned by Maltbie Davenport Babcock (1858-1901), a minister from New York. The central theme is joy and appreciation for the beauty of our natural world. When Babcock resided in Lockport he would take strolls along the Niagara Escarpment to savor the overlook’s scenic view of New York surroundings and Lake Ontario, telling his wife he was “going out to see the Father’s world”,(which is where the title originated from).   Soon after his death in 1901, she released a collection of Babcock’s poems entitled Thoughts for Every-Day Living that contained the poem “My Father’s World.” The original poem was composed in 16 four-line stanzas, each beginning with “This is my Father’s world.” One of Babcock’s friends, Franklin Shepherd (1852-1930) adopted an English folk song, (The tune name, TERRA BEATA, means “blessed earth” in Latin), inserting portions of Babcock’s text into three, eight-line stanzas. The hymn in this form first appeared in the composer’s hymnal Alleluia, a Presbyterian Sunday school book published in 1915. Babcock was known both as a skilled amateur musician, playing the organ, piano, and violin, and known as a university sportsman with accolades in swimming and baseball.
    Below is the original part of the last stanza of the poem: 
         This is my Father’s world;

         Why should my heart be sad?

         The Lord is King; let the heavens ring!

         God reigns; let the earth be glad!

    The poem refers to several scriptures, including Jacob’s exclamation “the Lord is in this place” from Genesis 28:16 and the rockfall, earthquake, and still small voice of  I Kings 19:11-12, and the final stanza concludes by paraphrasing Psalm 96:10-11.

Some hymnals (ours included) follow the 1915 setting in concluding with the 15st stanza instead:

          “This is my Father’s world. 

          The battle is not done.

          Jesus who died shall be satisfied,

          And earth and heav’n be one.”
CHURCH DIRECTORY - We are currently updating information for the Church Directory. If there have been address changes, new additions to your family, etc., please call (717-896-3118) or email (valleysecc@verizon.net) the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
Thank You:
Donna Donahue would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards (with beautiful messages), phone calls & food after the passing of Ritchie. You have all been a wonderful blessing to me! May God bless you all! 
                                                     Love in Christ, Donna 

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, love, thoughts and prayers to Angel and April Ocasio and their family as Angel’s mother went to be with the Lord last week. We pray God will surround them with his loving arms and give them comfort and peace.

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

Valleys Annual Pig Roast and Mr. Sticky (normally held in October) have been cancelled due to Covid-19.
BOOK: “WHY VS. WHAT- One man’s spiritual journey through tragedy by embracing God’s plan (written by Pastor Ron Reitz) is available to order. Book(s) can be ordered by contacting Ron Reitz, 80 Powells Ridge Rd, Halifax, PA 17032 or ron.l.reitz@gmail.com Make check payable to Ron Reitz for $15.85 (includes sale’s tax) for each book ordered. 

Pastor Ron’s book is an interesting true life story, a very easy to read book. 
                  History of Hymn: “Rock of Ages” 
       This timeless hymn was written by Reverend Augustus Toplady (1740-1778). While in Ireland, he was converted at a revival in a barn after listening to a sermon by James Morris, a Methodist preacher. 
      At a very young age he showed a keen interested in developing a relationship with God. By age 12 he was preaching sermons, and at age 14 he began writing hymns. He was ordained as an Anglican priest at the age of 22. 
      His first published work was “Poems on Sacred Subjects” published in Dublin in 1759. He would also write highly regarded religious books. Ordained deacon in 1762, he was licensed to the curacy of Blagdon. Two years later, he was ordained as a priest. It was while serving as Curate of Blagdon, Toplady wrote his beloved hymn, “Rock of Ages”.

       He took a walk at Barrington Combe, a steep limestone valley with many crags, cliffs, & caves, in Somerset, South West England. Burrington Come climbs 250 feet toward the sky, with the Mendip Heights on one side, and Cheddar Gorge on the other. 
      A mighty thunderstorm blew up and the curate quickly found a cave... in the cleft of the immense rock, while waiting for the storm to pass and feeling blessed to find shelter quickly, he wrote down the hymn thunderstorm. 
      This inspired the imagery of Christ, as a sheltering rock. The hymn was first published in the Gospel Magazine in 1775, some 12 years after Toplady wrote it. The actual “Rock” really exists and you can visit it today.  
      The hymn is usually sung to the tune of “Toplady” by the American composer Thomas Hastings (1784-18720. This very personal hymn uses pronouns such as I, me rather than we, our, focusing on individual salvation. Augustus Toplady died of consumption at the age of 38.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #28
           October 4, 2020        

           “God’s Vineyard”

   
      

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Philippians 3:10-11 “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.”
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: Welcome to God’s house, a place of faith.
P: From our homes, we come seeking God’s word.
L: Here you will find nourishment and hope.
P: May we learn lessons of courage and peace.
L: Here you will find rest from your struggles
P: Lord, prepare our hearts to receive your words that we may leave this holy house of faith and return to our homes, encouraged and challenged to be your people. AMEN.
Invocation:
Gracious God, you have called us to be your faithful witnesses. We struggle with this because so often we are caught up in our doubts and our despair about this world. Help us to turn again to you, living in your household of freedom and peace, of reconciliation and witness. We offer this prayer in Jesus’ name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15
New Testament: Philippians 3:4b-14
*Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46
Meditation:

“God’s Vineyard”


Have you ever had the chance to visit a vineyard? While we were on our honeymoon in California, one of our day trips included a visit to a vineyard. The vineyard was located in a beautiful rolling valley just inside the coastal mountains in southern California. It seemed as though the well-ordered rows of vines stretched on forever. It was immense. We had a tour of the wine making process followed by a wine tasting explaining how to understand the qualities looked for in a good wine. I could only imagine the number of people required to run a successful vineyard. 


The image of the vineyard is found all throughout scripture: both Old and New Testaments. In Jesus’s parable about the vineyard he references the image of the vineyard from Isaiah 5. In both Isaiah 5 and Matthew 21 the vineyard represents God’s aspiration for Israel. And in both cases the vineyard didn’t turn out the way God intended. 


We often turn to scripture to find hope and comfort in dealing with the different circumstances of our lives. Yet sometimes God speaks in scripture to confront and convict us of things in our lives in order for God to shape us into the people he wants us to be. Both the Isaiah and Matthew texts for today are meant for our shaping, no matter how uncomfortable it may make us. Both of these texts are indictments on two different people groups at two different times with the same underlying issues; namely seeking their own power over and above those they were called to serve as God’s kingdom of priests, often in very abusive ways. 


In the Isaiah 5 text, which Jesus later references, God talks about his beloved vineyard; Israel. He talks about how he tended the ground, cleared the fields, set up fences and a guard tower. He did everything possible to have the vineyard produce good grapes. But despite his efforts, only ‘wild grapes’ grew. These grapes were useless. They were rotten and full of thorns. And God compares what Israel has become to these ‘grapes.’ What had Israel and Judah done to incur God’s judgement? As Isaiah reports, instead of justice God saw bloodshed. Instead of righteousness he heard wailing. The leaders of Israel and Judah had allowed the most vulnerable, the poor, the aliens living among them to become abused. Rather than seeking to make their lives better so that the world around could see that living with God in their midst made a difference, their behavior showed they had abandoned all that God had called them to do and be. And as a result of their behavior, God would punish them by sending them into exile in order that they might return to him and the covenant they had made together. 


In Jesus’s parable, he uses the image of a vineyard just like Isaiah. In Jesus version there were tenant farmers who worked the vineyard for the landowner. They had become used to having things their way and so plotted to find a way that they could take over and own the vineyard themselves. When the landowner sent servants to collect what was due, the tenants beat and killed those servants. The vineyard owner sent more servants to collect his due and the tenant farmers killed those servants as well. So, the owner, thinking that the tenants will take his son more seriously, sent is son and heir to collect. The farmers saw their opportunity to take control by killing the son, and that’s what they did. The tenant farmers were representative of Israel first killing the prophets sent by God to call them back to a right relationship with him. And, of course, the son represents what was about to happen to Jesus. And the leaders and Pharisees realized Jesus was talking about them in this parable.


Jesus goes on to draw from Psalm 118:23 and the imagery of a stone that the builders reject and how that becomes a cornerstone for what God is building because that cornerstone was one created by God. And then drawing from Daniel 2 Jesus says this very stone will be what destroys all that stands opposed to God and his purposes. Jesus says that what was initially given to Israel, to be God’s people showing the world the glory of Yahweh, would be given to others who would be faithful to God and God’s covenant. Once again the Pharisees and leaders of Israel in Jesus’s time were given a bitter pill to swallow. 


So how does this pertain to us? First, remember that Israel was God’s chosen people. The ones he called out of slavery and gave them a promise and a future with him. God had made a covenant agreement with Israel that they would be his special treasure and he would be their God. And to signify that relationship Israel was called upon to show the rest of the world who God was by how they lived together, treated one another, and how they treated and cared for all people including the most marginalized, vulnerable, and even the aliens who dwelt among them. They were to treat people fairly and with justice. And Israel failed to do this time and time again despite all the warnings God gave them through the prophets. And now as God’s adopted heirs God calls us to the same way of being with others in the world; with love, compassion, mercy, righteousness and justice. In many ways, these texts serve as a warning to us to not take our relationship with God lightly. We do this by putting Jesus first in every area of our lives: our life’s cornerstone.


Secondly, how we treat each other, and other people matters. It matters deeply to God. It’s far too easy to think that our faith in Jesus is a private matter. It’s far too easy to think that faith is simply what we believe with no real impact on how we choose to live. It’s far too easy, especially in American Christianity, to get caught up in the belief that faith in Jesus is an individual affair with no demands on us to live out our faith in Jesus within the communities God has placed us. A living faith which is characterized by the grace and forgiveness God has shown us in Jesus Christ is manifested in our extending that same grace and forgiveness to others. 


Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, part of God’s grace and compassionate mercy towards us is that he warns us before enacting judgement. Just like in the Old Testament prophets, God gave warning after warning before judgement. He wanted his people to return to him. He wanted them to remember that he is a God who is slow to anger, full of compassion, and whose relentless pursuing love would not give up easily, or quickly. Our God is a God of second, third, fourth, etc. chances. He gives us time to evaluate the quality of our living faith in light of the words and life of Jesus. And he doesn’t expect us to live the life Jesus lead on our own. He gives us the gift of each other to lovingly confront, challenge, encourage, equip, and love in order to help us grow more and more into the image of Christ. And he gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit to empower us to live into new life. Resurrection life. Lives that reflect the love of Jesus to a lost, hurt, broken and dying world. 


So, while these texts may be hard to hear and harder to live into, may we be reminded of God’s hopeful grace that won’t abandon us, even when we fail. May we be reminded that God’s warnings are full of his redeeming love to call us back when we stray. And may we be reminded that as long as our lives are built around the cornerstone of Jesus, our hope of new life is secure in his promises. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

We stand in awe of your creation, magnificent Lord. We gaze at the autumnal leaves and the indicators of change that is coming. We begin to think about the winter ahead and make preparations for the differences that come with changing seasons. Help us to turn our hearts to you, Lord. As we begin to settle down into more predictable routines, let us always be mindful of the needs of others. This morning we lift in prayer the names of loved ones who struggle with illness, grief, alienation, and sorrow (silent prayers). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. We also share those things which make our hearts and spirits dance with joy. Let us pray: (Silent prayers of gratitude and praise). Lord, in your spirit of joy, hear our praises! The light of God shines on us as we offer these names in concern and joy, illuminating our way and guiding our lives. For in all things, we pray in the name of Jesus Christ. AMEN.

Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

We keep slamming into walls, O merciful God, when we are left to our own devices. Throughout our faith history, your Son offered words of healing and hope to people who dwelled in darkness. In the brilliant light of his love, people grew and flourished. But now, Lord, we find that this world dominates our lives. We are troubled, angry, and fearful. We want to see your presence in the world, but we spend far too much time looking for the “big picture” rather than seeing the myriad of ways in which your love and healing power is shown. Forgive us when we grow impatient with you and with the course of things in our lives. Heal our wounds and put us back on pathways of peace and service. Enable us to speak your words of hope in this darkened world. We ask this in Jesus’ name. AMEN.
Words of Assurance

Hear the words of hope! Though the days seem to darken quickly, the brilliant light of your love and presence will always be a guide and comfort to us. Know that in Christ, your sins are forgiven. This is the Good News of Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Holy Communion

Benediction: Let the light of God’s love shine on you, in you, and through you as you go into God’s world to serve God’s people. Go in peace. AMEN.  
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
