            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #32
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Nicole Dadoun and Family of June Wiest; *Gloria Lisner, (Surgery, friend of Mary Cooke); *Rachael Bryson, (surgery  on Nov. 4); Susan Snyder; Janette Leitzel; Dave Guertin, (eye surgery); Kelly Shutt; Paul Enders; Donna Donahue; Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; People, health workers affected by Covid-19
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
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SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1, 2020
                            All Saints Day
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
November 1, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  So many times we are tempted to be boastful and proud, trying to outdo others in our piety. We are called to be humble in God’s sight.
P:  We tend to look at those who have power in the community and who lord it over us.
L:   We don’t need to do that. All that God wants is our faithfulness.

P:   We are grateful because God is so forgiving with us.
L:   Rejoice! God’s love is poured over us this day and all days, to nourish and to heal our lives.

ALL:   Gracious God, thank you for being so patient with us and for giving us second chances. Be with us today as we listen with our ears and our hearts for your healing words. AMEN.
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Micah 3:5-12   (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 43    (Responsive, see Insert)
New Testament: I Thessalonians 2:9-12    (See Insert)                                               
*Gospel:  Matthew 23:1-12      (See Insert) 
Music -  “Ye Servants of God”  (See Note above)      Page 17                            
Meditation -     “The Greatness of Serving”    

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

      Words of Assurance                                     


HOLY COMMUNION 

    
Music -   “May the Mind of Christ, My Savior”   Page 390
                                            (See Note above)   
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before coming to church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Please visit outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions, either mailed or emailed (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

TODAY IS ALL SAINTS DAY - We lovingly remember all our loved ones and friends who have gone to be with the Lord with hearts full of thankfulness for the blessings they brought to our lives.
Attendance for Oct. 25: In-person - 30; Facebook online - 58 views as of Oct. 28. Online views for Oct. 18 - 63 views. 
                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
Nov. 1 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

         Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

Nov. 2 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting 
Nov. 4 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting (date changed as Nov. 3rd is Election Day 
Nov. 8 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Nov. 10 - 5:30-6:30PM - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday Oct. 5th.
Nov. 15 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on November 10th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Meatloaf, Mashed potatoes, Vegetable, Salad, Fruit cup, Dessert. Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Nov. 5th. Girl Scout troop is making meal.
History of Hymn: “Ye Servants of God” 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) wrote “Ye Servants of God” a hymn of praise to God, there is a deeper theology within it. Hymn was first published in 1744 in Hymns for Times of Trouble and Persecution. During the time of this hymn, Methodist Societies experienced severe persecution by the Church of England. The original hymn had six stanzas. The omitted stanzas are as follows:

The waves of the sea have lift up their voice,
Sore troubled that we in Jesus rejoice;
The floods they are roaring, but Jesus is here,
While we are adoring, He always is near.

Men, Devils engage, the billows arise,
And horribly rage, and threaten the skies:
Their fury shall never our steadfastness shock
The weakest believer is built on a rock. 
William Croft (1678-1727) wrote the music for “Ye Servants of God” HANOVER that appears in our hymn book.
1st Reading - Old Testament Reading:

Micah 3:5-12

5 This is what the Lord says:
“As for the prophets
    who lead my people astray,
they proclaim ‘peace’
    if they have something to eat,
but prepare to wage war against anyone
    who refuses to feed them.
6 Therefore night will come over you, without visions,
    and darkness, without divination.
The sun will set for the prophets,
    and the day will go dark for them.
7 The seers will be ashamed
    and the diviners disgraced.
They will all cover their faces
    because there is no answer from God.”
8 But as for me, I am filled with power,
    with the Spirit of the Lord,
    and with justice and might,
to declare to Jacob his transgression,
    to Israel his sin.
9 Hear this, you leaders of Jacob,
    you rulers of Israel,
who despise justice
    and distort all that is right;
10 who build Zion with bloodshed,
    and Jerusalem with wickedness.
11 Her leaders judge for a bribe,
    her priests teach for a price,
    and her prophets tell fortunes for money.
Yet they look for the Lord’s support and say,
    “Is not the Lord among us?
    No disaster will come upon us.”
12 Therefore because of you,
    Zion will be plowed like a field,
Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble,
the temple hill a mound overgrown with thickets.
2nd Reading - Psalm 43  (Responsive Reading) 
1 Vindicate me, my God,
    and plead my cause against an unfaithful nation.
Rescue me from those who are deceitful and wicked.
2 You are God my stronghold.
    Why have you rejected me?
Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by
     the enemy?
3 Send me your light and your faithful care,
    let them lead me;
let them bring me to your holy mountain,
    to the place where you dwell.
4 Then I will go to the altar of God, 
    to God, my joy and my delight.
I will praise you with the lyre,
    O God, my God.
5 Why, my soul, are you downcast?
    Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God,
    for I will yet praise him,  my Savior and my God.
      3rd Reading  -New Testament Reading:

1 Thessalonians 2:9-12

9 Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed. 11 For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading;
Matthew 23:1-12

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.
5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries* wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others.
8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.
*Phylacteries: either of two small leather boxes containing slips of paper with scriptures written on them, traditionally worn by Jewish men during morning weekday prayers as reminders of their religious duties.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to Nicole Dadoun and Family and friends of June Wiest as Miss June went to be with the Lord on Monday night Oct. 26. We pray God will surround Nicole and family and friends at this time. Miss June will be greatly missed by everyone who knew her.
ORDER POINSETTIAS by Sunday November 29th! Colors available: Red, White, Burgundy, Pink in all sizes - 4.5” pot - 1 bloom, 5” pot, 6.5” pot - 3-4 blooms, 7.5” pot. Marble and Ice Punch also in 6.5” pot; Ice Punch and Red & White in 7.5” pot.
Hymn: “Ye Servants of God”   (Page 17 Red Hymnal)

Charles Wesley |William Croft     Public Domain

CCLI Song # 748392 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Ye servants of God your master proclaim
 And publish abroad his wonderful name
 The name all victorious of Jesus extol
 His kingdom is glorious he rules over all
Verse 2  God ruleth on high almighty to save -
And still He is nigh, His presence we have
The great congregation His triumph shall sing
Ascribing salvation to Jesus our king
Verse 3  'Salvation to God who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud and honor the Son
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim
Fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb
Verse 4  Then let us adore and give Him His right
All glory and pow’r all wisdom and might
All honor and blessing - with angels above 
And thanks never ceasing and infinite love  Amen
Link for Hymn “Ye Servants of God”

_________________________________________________

CHURCH DIRECTORY - We are currently updating information for the Church Directory. If there have been address changes, new additions to your family, etc., please call (717-896-3118) or email (valleysecc@verizon.net) the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
Hymn: “May the Mind of Christ My Savior (St. Leonards)” 

          Page 390 in red hymnal
Arthur Cyril Barham-Gould | Emily R. Brink | Kate Barclay Wilkinson

CCLI Song # 1880307   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1    May the mind of Christ my Savior
Live in me from day to day
By His love and pow'r controlling
All I do and say
Verse 2    May the Word of God dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour
So that all may see I triumph
Only through His pow'r
Verse 3    May the peace of God my Father
Rule my life in everything
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing
Verse 4    May the love of Jesus fill me
As the waters fill the sea
Him exalting self abasing
This is victory
Verse 5    May I run the race before me
Strong and brave to face the foe
Looking only unto Jesus
As I onward go
Verse 6    May His beauty rest upon me
As I seek the lost to win
And may they forget the channel
Seeing only Him
Link to hymn:  “May the Mind of Christ My Savior ”
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #32
           November 1, 2020                 “The Greatness of Serving”

   
      

Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: So many times we are tempted to be boastful and proud, trying to outdo others in our piety. We are called to be humble in God’s sight.
P: We tend to look at those who have power in the community and who lord it over us.
L: We don’t need to do that. All that God wants is our faithfulness.
P: We are grateful because God is so forgiving with us.
L: Rejoice! God’s love is poured over us this day and all days, to nourish and to heal our lives.
ALL: Gracious God, thank you for being so patient with us and for giving us second chances. Be with us today as we listen with our ears and our hearts for your healing words. AMEN.
Invocation:
Lord, we gather today from all the deserts in our lives. We praise you for safe passage. Work with us and walk with us today as we learn to be your people in this present world. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Micah 3:5-12
Psalm: Psalm 43
New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
*Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12
Meditation:

“The Greatness of Serving”


When I was young I started taking drum lessons. I went to a store that was highly recommended to me by several drummers in my Jr. High band. I wasn’t really sure what to expect. I wondered things like, how good are the teachers at playing? Were they sought after musicians, or were they simply teachers? Would they be able to teach me all that I wanted to know at that time?


I was relieved that they were very good at playing, they were frequently sought out to play different ‘gigs,’ and they seemed to practice what they preached. When they assigned me lessons, they were exercises that the teachers used themselves. They weren’t asking me to do anything that they weren’t doing too. Imagine if my teachers had only taught me theory. If they had assigned lessons and exercises that they never did themselves. Imagine if they were not sought after in the musician community because they only knew the music theory, but never put it into use. This is a big part of the criticism Jesus has for the Pharisees and the scribes of his time as Matthew’s text for this week shows. 


This text is part of an on-going feud between Jesus and these religious leaders. Yet it’s important to understand that Jesus is not critical of everything they stand for. The Pharisees were a group of lay leaders, not part of the priesthood, who taught and pushed for a faithful living of the Torah based on their interpretations of the Torah with a particular emphasis on the purity/cleanliness codes. They were good at Biblical theology. The scribes were also a group of lay leaders who were well educated and could read and write. They were a kind of religious lawyers who were focused on interpreting not only the Torah, but also the commentaries that went with it. So Jesus has very little issue with their desire to be faithful to the Torah. Jesus’s issue with the Pharisees and the Scribes is that they didn’t do the things they taught. In other words, they didn’t walk their talk. They didn’t practice what they preached. And there’s three problems with the religious leaders that Jesus points out to his disciples in this text. 


The first problem Jesus addresses is the problem of legalism. In other words a strict adherence to the Torah without any room for grace and mercy. They were so focused on keeping pure and ritualistically holy that they made it an impossible standard for anyone to live up to. Jesus puts it in Rabbinic terms: “… they tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders…” The teachings of any particular rabbi was referred to as being ‘yoked,’ like a team of oxen. The ‘yoke’ of the Pharisees and scribes was an impossible one, and one they themselves weren’t willing to carry, or help others carry. They found all kinds of loop holes for themselves to make following the Torah easier, yet didn’t offer these same ‘graces’ to those they were leading. And Jesus calls them out on this on many different occasions. 


The second problem Jesus has with these leaders is that all their acts of piety were to draw attention to themselves, not to God. They wore prayer tassels on their inner garments, as was instructed in the law. These prayer tassels were to be a reminder to  pray regularly and often so that they were ‘covered’ in prayer. But these leaders made their tassels extra long so that they hung below their outer garment making them very conspicuous. 


They also wore ‘phylacteries,’ little boxes containing scripture on their wrists and foreheads. This was not an unusual thing in and of itself. It was part of following the covenant’s instructions to ‘bind (these scriptures) on your wrists and foreheads’ from Deuteronomy. Most faithful, observant Jewish men did this. But the phylacteries of the Pharisees and scribes were made much larger than others. Again, to draw attention to themselves and how pious they wanted people to think they were. 


And they loved to have places of honor at different gatherings. They had an attitude that they were somehow entitled to these stations. That because of their roles in Jewish society and religious life, they should be looked up to and revered. And they should be addressed according to their perceived importance. They wanted to be called, ‘Rabbi,’ regardless of whether they were actually rabbis or not. This third problem, related to seeking titles of importance, was that they were both exploiting and usurping God’s authority. God and his Messiah alone were to be called, ‘Master’ (another way rabbi is translated). Jesus’s followers were to treat each other as equals. That Jesus alone was their master. The same with calling anyone else ‘father.’ There was to be no hierarchy among Jesus’s followers because God alone was their true Father. Jesus says the same with calling anyone else ‘teacher.’ We know that Jesus often spoke in extremes to make his point as he’s doing here. Titles are not a bad thing except when titles are sought to make one person more important and more valuable than another. Titles depicting a person’s role is fine as long as it doesn’t become a point of pride. In the seminary I attended (North Park Theological Seminary) students and professors were on a first name basis. Students didn’t call professors, ‘professor’ or ‘doctor,’ but just their first name. The professors understood their role as being colleagues in ministry with the students. More education and training? Sure. But just as important as the students preparing for ministry. We were brothers and sisters in Christ above all else. 


Jesus emphasizes to his followers how following him was in stark contrast to the Pharisees and scribes. He tells them that if they want to be great, they should humble themselves. That if they are to be good leaders in his Kingdom, they must become servants of all. The focus, then, just like the Great Commandment, is in putting God first, then others before self. This is something many, if not most, of the religious leaders of Jesus’s time had forgotten. They were insisting on their own way. They made no room for grace and mercy to those that were struggling to live in right relationship with God and others. They had forgotten that to lead meant to serve. They had forgotten that there is greatness in serving. We sometimes do the same things in our church lives.


As we seek to follow Jesus more faithfully, may we find his yoke easy, and his burden light. May we find joy in serving others knowing that in doing so we are serving Jesus. And may we find that as we seek to help meet the needs and carry the burdens of others, our own needs and burdens are lifted in Christ. Amen.

Prayer of Confession: (in preparation for Holy Communion)

Lord, you provide rushing waters to quench our thirst, and we complain about vast deserts. You shower us with love and guidance, and we whine about all the work placed before us. You give us gifts for healing and building and we denigrate those gifts. Forgive us the very many times when we are angry, greedy, lazy and weak. Pick us up, O Lord, and heal those wounds that we can serve you more effectively. Dust us off, O Lord, and place us on pathways of peace. Embrace us, the apathetic and ignorant ones, the angry and greedy, with your mercy and justice that we may grow in your spirit to live lives of great compassion and witness to your love and power for all people. We pray these things in Jesus’ name. AMEN.
Words of Assurance:

Rise up! God has heard your cries, and your sins are forgiven. You are healed and restored. Nothing can hold you back from serving Jesus who walks with you in new life. This is the great good news!

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
As a community of faith, we come together, seeking God’s mercy and blessing. Here, in this place, the warmth of God is poured over you. We have brought with us, O Merciful God, the names and conditions of loved ones who struggle with illness, loneliness, sorrow. Lord, we offer their names and needs to you in confidence of your healing love. Let us take a moment of silence and offer these dear ones to our Lord.

[A moment of silence.]
We also offer to you, generous God, the wonderful things that have happened in our lives. We praise you for these gifts. Let us take a moment of silence and lift to the Lord those events of love and joy.

[A moment of silence and sharing, followed by a brief prayer.]
Lord, in your love and mercy, you have heard all our prayers. Be with us and strengthen us and those whom we love. Touch all hearts with your mercy, for we ask this in Jesus’ name. AMEN.
[The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:

Now, dear friends, go from this place in confidence that the God of Creation is with you. Go boldly into the world, offering peace, hope and healing love, in the name of Jesus Christ. And may the God of love, hope and peace be with you always. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two.
