Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #44
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Sarah Graff and families of Lee Rummel & Kevin Rummel; *Kelly Richter, (Recovering from Surgery); Gary Fetterhoff, (Hosp.); Marissa Faust & Holly Landvater; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Rebuck; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker;  Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Deb Polak; Ellen Snyder; Ty & Lana Shoop; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Brinley Ehrenfeuchter, (Shirley Miller’s great niece)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger (has new address); June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                               [image: image1.emf]


                                   NOVEMBER 14, 2021
    Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
November 14, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Ed Dobbin                  
L:   Come worship the Lord who is in our midst today.
P:  There is no Holy One like our God.
L:   Like Hannah of old, we raise our voices
     to praise the Lord of strength.
P:  There is no Rock like our God.
L:  We prepare to listen and learn
     with open hearts and open minds.

P:  There is no Source of knowledge like our God.
L:   We trust that righteousness will come
            on the heels of God’s judgment.
P:   There is no Justice like our God.
L:   May the Son of our God lead us into faith.
 There is no Guide like our God.
P:  Come, let us worship the Lord who is in our midst today.
 

Invocation                                                  Ed Dobbin         
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Testament: 1 Samuel 1:4-20                  (See Insert)  Doris Hand    
Psalm: Psalm 139:1-24  (Responsively)        (See Insert)  Pastor
N. Test: Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25 (See Insert) Diane Shaffer                                   
Hymn -    “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”             Page 92
*Gospel: Mark 1:40-45                              (See Insert)  Pastor  
Sermon:               “The Womb of God”   
Baptism -         Lucy Annalise Herb

          Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -      “Children of the Heavenly Father”        Page 44
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today November 14 the Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed.  Weekly Devotionals/bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God in honor of the Baptism of Lucy Annalise Herb, daughter of Aaron and Teaheshia Herb.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Nov. 14 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                Baby Baptism of Lucy Annalise Herb
                5:30-7:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728 Meeting

Nov. 17 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Nov. 21 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
              In-Gathering Service (Please bring non-perishable food items)
Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving Day  - Church offices will be closed
IN-GATHERING SERVICE will be held on Sunday November 21 at 10:15AM. Please bring non-perishable food items. If anyone has a child’s wagon we can use on Nov. 21, please call the church office (717-896-3118).

NOVEMBER LAY READERS: Nov. 14 - Doris Hand, Diane Shaffer; Nov. 21 - Marie Herb, Charles Cichy; Nov. 28 Hanging of the Greens Service - Various Readers.
NOVEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Nov. 14 Laurel Guertin; Nov. 21 - Donna Novinger; Nov. 28 - Marie Herb. 
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Attendance: 

In-person worship for Nov. 7 was 22.
Face book views for Nov. 7 were 29.
Face book views for Oct. 31 were 86.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
DEC./JAN. NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE THIS WEEK!
                                     SCRIPTURE READINGS 
  1st Reading - Old Testament - 1 Samuel 1:4-20 (NLT
4 On the days Elkanah presented his sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to Peninnah and each of her children. 5 And though he loved Hannah, he would give her only one choice portion because the LORD had given her no children. 6 So Peninnah would taunt Hannah and make fun of her because the Lord had kept her from having children. 7 Year after year it was the same—Peninnah would taunt Hannah as they went to the Tabernacle. Each time, Hannah would be reduced to tears and would not even eat. 8 “Why are you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you eating? Why be downhearted just because you have no children? You have me—isn’t that better than having ten sons?” 9 Once after a sacrificial meal at Shiloh, Hannah got up and went to pray. Eli the priest was sitting at his customary place beside the entrance of the Tabernacle.

10 Hannah was in deep anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the Lord. 11 And she made this vow: “O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, if you will look upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then I will give him back to you. He will be yours for his entire lifetime, and as a sign that he has been dedicated to the Lord, his hair will never be cut.” 12 As she was praying to the Lord, Eli watched her. 13 Seeing her lips moving but hearing no sound, he thought she had been drinking. 14 “Must you come here drunk?” he demanded. “Throw away your wine!” 15 “Oh no, sir!” she replied. “I haven’t been drinking wine or anything stronger. But I am very discouraged, and I was pouring out my heart to the Lord. 16 Don’t think I am a wicked woman! For I have been praying out of great anguish and sorrow.” 17 “In that case,” Eli said, “go in peace! May the God of Israel grant the request you have asked of him.” 18 “Oh, thank you, sir!” she exclaimed. Then she went back and began to eat again, and she was no longer sad. 19 The entire family got up early the next morning and went to worship the LORD once more. Then they returned home to Ramah. When Elkanah slept with Hannah, the  

Lord remembered her plea, 20 and in due time she gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I asked the Lord for him.”
2nd Reading - Psalm 139:1-24 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 O Lord, you have examined my heart
    and know everything about me.
2 You know when I sit down or stand up.
2nd Reading - Psalm 139:1-24 (Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)
    You know my thoughts even when I’m far away.
3 You see me when I travel and when I rest at home.
    You know everything I do.
4 You know what I am going to say even before I say it, Lord.
5 You go before me and follow me.
    You place your hand of blessing on my head.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
    too great for me to understand!
7 I can never escape from your Spirit!
    I can never get away from your presence!
8 If I go up to heaven, you are there;
    if I go down to the grave, you are there.
9 If I ride the wings of the morning, if I dwell by the farthest oceans,
10 even there your hand will guide me,
    and your strength will support me.
11 I could ask the darkness to hide me
    and the light around me to become night—
12 but even in darkness I cannot hide from you.
To you the night shines as bright as day.
    Darkness and light are the same to you.
13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body
    and knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!
    Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.
15 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion,
    as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.
16 You saw me before I was born.
    Every day of my life was recorded in your book.
Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed.
17 How precious are your thoughts about me, O God.
    They cannot be numbered!
18 I can’t even count them; they outnumber the grains of sand!
And when I wake up, you are still with me!
19 O God, if only you would destroy the wicked!
    Get out of my life, you murderers!
20 They blaspheme you;
    your enemies misuse your name.
21 O Lord, shouldn’t I hate those who hate you?
2nd Reading - Psalm 139:1-24 (Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)
    Shouldn’t I despise those who oppose you?
22 Yes, I hate them with total hatred,
    for your enemies are my enemies.
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart;
    test me and know my anxious thoughts.
24 Point out anything in me that offends you,
    and lead me along the path of everlasting life
3rd Reading - N. Test. Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25 (NLT)
11 Under the old covenant, the priest stands and ministers before the altar day after day, offering the same sacrifices again and again, which can never take away sins. 12 But our High Priest offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all time. Then he sat down in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 13 There he waits until his enemies are humbled and made a footstool under his feet. 14 For by that one offering he forever made perfect those who are being made holy. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies that this is so. For he says, 16 “This is the new covenant I will make with my people on that day, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” 17 Then he says, “I will never again remember their sins and lawless deeds.” 18 And when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices. 19 And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. 20 By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place. 21 And since we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s house, 22 let us go right into the presence of God with sincere hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. 24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.
ORDER CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS BY SUNDAY NOVEMBER 28!  Please see Donna Novinger for the order form to order a Christmas Poinsettia following Sunday worship service or call the church office.  
Sizes: (4.5” pot - $3.50, 5” pot- $5.25 colors - Red, White, Burgundy, Pink; 
6.5” pot - $7.65 colors - Red, White Burgundy, Pink, Marble;  
7.5” pot- $18.25; colors - Red, White, Burgundy, Pink, Red & White; 
Ice Punch is also available in 6.5 pot for $8.75 and 7.5 pot for $19.00). 
All orders and money must be given to church office by Sunday November 28th. Poinsettias will be in the church from December 12th thru Christmas Eve. Poinsettias may be picked up after Christmas Eve service or Sunday December 26.

 FOR SERMON NOTES: November 14, 2021
Sermon: “The Womb of God”   Scripture: Gospel: Mark 1:40-45
*Sermon Text - Gospel: Mark 1:40-45 (NLT)
40 A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of Jesus, begging to be healed. “If you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean,” he said. 41 Moved with compassion, Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be healed!” 42 Instantly the leprosy disappeared, and the man was healed. 43 Then Jesus sent him on his way with a stern warning: 44 “Don’t tell anyone about this. Instead, go to the priest and let him examine you. Take along the offering required in the law of Moses for those who have been healed of leprosy. This will be a public testimony that you have been cleansed.” 45 But the man went and spread the word, proclaiming to everyone what had happened. As a result, large crowds soon surrounded Jesus, and he couldn’t publicly enter a town anywhere. He had to stay out in the secluded places, but people from everywhere kept coming to him.
    PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS NEXT SUNDAY NOVEMBER 21 FOR OUR INGATHERING SERVICE! Items needed (especially with Thanksgiving and Christmas coming): (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); boxed filling; gravy (jar/can/mix); canned vegetables, peanut butter and jelly, soups, pastas, cake, cookie, brownie, (mixes); pie (dough mixes and filling - fruit, pumpkin, etc.); cake icing; canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna, Mac & cheese; and canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items.  The Ingathering food items will be given to local food banks.
HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE will be held on Sunday, November 28th at 10:15AM on First Sunday of Advent with traditional readings and hymns and decorating the Christmas tree.  Please see Donna Novinger if you are willing to do a reading for this service.
HELP IS NEEDED TO DECORATE THE  SANCTUARY (and other areas of the church) for  Nov. 28th Hanging of the Greens  Service. Please see Donna Novinger if you can help Nov. 22 to Nova little more). We will do it the day and time works best for everyone.
History of Hymn: “Children of the Heavenly Father” (Pg. 44) was written by Karolina “Lina” Sandell, born on October 3, 1832 in Fröeryd, a small town in the Småland province of Sweden. Her father, a Lutheran pastor raised Lina in a faith that emphasized the grace and warmth of God. She received a liberal arts education from her father and brother-in-law, learning to read and write in Swedish, Norwegian, French, German, and English. She wrote over 2000 hymn texts and poems (earning her the title the “Fanny Crosby of Sweden”), worked as an editor at the Evangelical National Foundation, a mission organization within the Lutheran Church of Sweden. Her most popular hymn – “Children of the Heavenly Father” – was written possible at age seventeen. J. Irving Erickson notes in his companion to the Covenant Hymnal (1973): “An old tradition in Fräderyd relates that she wrote ‘Tryggare kan ingen vara’ while seated on the branch of a large ash tree in the parsonage yard where she could listen to the content twitter of the birds as they hid in their nests among the green leaves, and also watch the stars as they began to appear on warm summer evenings Her impressions fortified the biblical concepts of the security of God’s children.” It is the “security of God’s children” that serves as the central theme of this text. The bosom of the “heavenly Father” serves as a “refuge” where children are nourished and protected from evil by the “mighty arms” of God. The last two stanzas build on this theme of protection by boldly confessing that nothing can separate children from their God (Rom. 8:38-39), a God who will never forsake God’s children (Deut. 31:6). She suffered severe illnesses throughout her life, by the age of 28 she had lost her sister to tuberculosis, her father to drowning and her mother to a prolonged illness. Her marriage to businessman Carl Oscar Berg was marred by grief, she endured the collapse of her husband’s business and the birth of a stillborn baby girl, their only child. In light of such suffering, what remains in the ashes is a song that serves as a bold confession of faith similar to the cry of Job that she paraphrases in the final stanza: “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). The text translated by Ernst W. Olson was first published in 1925, included in the hymnals of many different denominations. It has been paired with the Swedish/German folk tune that is now named after the first line of this text: trygarre kan ingen vara. Sandell portrays a God whose  “mighty arm”  protects  
Hymn History: “Children of the Heavenly Father” (Continued)

and  spares,  but it also  the  God  who gathers children safely into God’s bosom, evoking the biblical image of the mother hen gathering chicks under her arms (Luke 13:34). Sandell died in 1903, thousands attended her burial, the choir sang “Trygarre kan ingen vara” with the congregation singing together of the God whose love is so great that “neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever.”
History of Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is a Christian hymn by Charles Wesley (1707-1788), a hymn writer of the 18 century, with a theme of Christian perfection. “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling,” would become one of the most popular and consistently vocalized Christian songs. He wrote hymn texts solidly based on the Scriptures and penned more than 9000 poems of a spiritual nature, 6ooo of which are hymns. His writings were passionate and well-crafted, conveying the true essence of Christian teaching. The hymn is written around a progression of thoughts: (1) our prayers for the Holy Spirit, (2) praying for the return of our Lord through the second coming, and (3) prayers for the finalization of his new creation. “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is used for weddings. This hymn reorients us to see that a beautiful wedding and marriage is only, and can only ever be, a reflection of the Love above all loves. We are only able to love one another because Christ first loved us. God is love, and we are mirrors and bearers of that love to each other. While the hymn is one of Wesley’s best known, it is also considered a prayer. In the prayer of the hymn we are asking Jesus to enter our hearts, set our hearts free from sin, and make us a new creation in Him. Let us pray that we would continually be filled with Love, that we might bless each other, and become more and more like He who loves us.
Link for Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”: (Pg. 92
https://youtu.be/J-6PMvgJHG0?t=4 
Link for Hymn “Children of the Heavenly Father” (pg 44):

https://youtu.be/Fu972gQcFGM?t=2 

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional #44 
                 November 14, 2021                    “The Womb of God”   


   
      
                    25th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Come worship the Lord who is in our midst today.
P: There is no Holy One like our God.
L: Like Hannah of old, we raise our voices
     to praise the Lord of strength.
P: There is no Rock like our God.
L: We prepare to listen and learn
     with open hearts and open minds.
P: There is no Source of knowledge like our God.
L: We trust that righteousness will come
     on the heels of God’s judgment.
P: There is no Justice like our God.
L: May the Son of our God lead us into faith.
     There is no Guide like our God.
P: Come, let us worship the Lord who is in our midst today.
Invocation:

Holy One, there is no God like you. In praise and thanksgiving, we come before you ready to learn of your power, ready to follow your path for our lives. Through days of jubilation as well as dejection, help us realize your influence in the world. We ask simply for ears to hear, eyes to see, and minds to comprehend the blessings you bestow. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 1:4-20
Psalm: Psalm 139
New Testament: Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25
*Gospel: Mark 1:40-45
Meditation:

“The Womb of God”

I want to focus this morning on this idea of compassion, and specifically the compassion of God as revealed in the person of Jesus. What does it mean to be filled with compassion? What does it mean for God to be filled with compassion? 

In this text we read that Jesus had compassion on this person with leprosy. The word compassion could also be translated as being moved with pity, touched to his core, or moved to the point of needing to do something. The compassion that Jesus experienced did not allow him to remain disconnected from this man. He needed to do something. Compassion, then, is not just feeling bad about someone, or some situation. It is gut-wrenching, and causes us to do something to make the situation better. 


Maybe you’ve seen the advertisements for things like “Save the Children,” or Animal Adoption and rescue. There’s always some dramatic music and various images of children and animals in distress. They’re dirty, poor, and desperate. It’s all meant to cause you feel deep compassion and respond to the need. I believe Jesus experienced a similar type of compassion, but much deeper. 

We often think of God as being somewhat disconnected from our experiences of suffering and pain. But the Bible reveals something and someone quite different. If we turn our attention to the book of Exodus to one of Moses’ encounter with God on Mt. Sinai, we learn something of how God wants us to know him and understand who God is. 

In Exodus 34:1-7 we read one of the first ways God wants to be known by his people. “The LORD said to Moses, "Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I will write on them the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke.  2 Be ready in the morning, and then come up on Mount Sinai. Present yourself to me there on top of the mountain.  3 No-one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain; not even the flocks and herds may graze in front of the mountain."  4 So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands.  5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD.  6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,  7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation." God reveals God’s self mainly as one who is compassionate. 


The word in Hebrew that is translated as ‘compassion’ is a very special word. It’s used almost exclusively of God and the compassion he has towards all people. At its root is a related Hebrew word that means ‘womb.’ The connection being that God’s compassion is as powerful and visceral as the compassion and love a woman has for her child/ren. God’s compassion is a bond based in God’s creative act in forming humanity: his children. 

How else can we understand and experience the compassion of God? Perhaps you remember Mother Teresa of Kolkata, India. She had formed a religious order within the Catholic Church called, the Missionaries of Charity. This was a group of nuns who’s mission was to care for the dying, especially those of the lowest castes in India. They’ve since opened sites in many more countries. There was a time when a reporter asked Mother Teresa why she spent so much time and energy with people that were cast away. People that were abandoned to die of AIDS, hepatitis, leprosy, and tuberculosis. Mother Teresa’s response was, “how could I not? Each person deserves to die with dignity and not alone. When I look into their eyes, I see the eyes of Jesus.” 

When God saw Hannah’s deep pain at being barren and desperately wanting to have a child, God responded to her out of his deep compassion and granted her request. When Jesus encountered the man with leprosy in today’s Gospel text, he was moved with deep compassion and responded by healing him. 

We know that there are times where God doesn’t always heal a person in the way we would like. It may seem as though God is callous at those times and unfeeling. It causes us to wonder about God’s love and care. We might wonder if we’ve done something to offend God and caused him to deny or postpone our request. If we read the book of Job we see that God doesn’t always answer right away, and when Job questions God about what seems like God’s indifference, God doesn’t give a direct answer. Instead God essentially says that there are things that you can’t comprehend. That a relationship with God is a relationship with Mystery. But what scripture also reveals is that while God may not answer our prayers in the way we would like, God never leaves us alone. God never abandons us. His great compassion and all-pursuing love comes after us even when we don’t deserve it or look for it. This is good news!

I want to leave you with a paraphrase of Psalm 139 where God becomes the one speaking. I hope you hear the deep compassionate love of God to you. 

From the Lord: “I have searched you and I know you

I know when you sit down and when you rise up

I know your thoughts even though I seem far away

I seek out your path and where you are lying down

And I am acquainted with all your ways

Even before a word is on your tongue I know it already

I  hem you in, in front and in back, and I lay may hand upon you

Is this awareness too much for you, does it feel out of your reach?

Where can you go from my spirit?

Where can you hide from my presence?

If you come to heaven, I am here

If you go to the depths of the earth, I am there also

If you take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

I am there to lead you with my hand

And my right hand shall hold you secure

If you say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me become night,”

Even the dark is not dark to me; the night is as bright as the day for darkness is like light to me

For I formed your inner parts, I knit you together in your mother’s womb

You will praise me because you are fearfully and wonderfully made

My works are wonderful, and you know that well

Your frame was not hidden from me when you were made in the secret,

Intricately woven in the depths of the earth

My eyes beheld your unformed substance

In my book are written all the days that were formed for you, before they even existed

My thoughts are weighty to you; vast is the sum of them

If you were to try to count them, you would see that they number more than the grains of sand

When you wake, I am with you

I will search you and I will know your heart

I will test you and I will know your thoughts

I will see if there is any hurtful way in you

And I will lead you in the way everlasting.” Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
God of  our Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you exalt the poor and lift up the needy. We praise your holy name from morning to night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the world, even from ourselves. We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and truth. We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure. We confess our fallibility and seek solace in the mother of our joy. Teach us to pray and praise without pause, confessing hope ceaselessly. Guide us in our efforts to encourage one another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the Lord.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

Like God’s servant of old, we glorify the Rock of our faith. As a mother delights in her children, so our God delights when we follow the way of Christ. May these words live in our hearts and turn our minds toward the one who brings us life. Amen.

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you to defend you, within you to keep you, before you to lead you, beside you to guard you, and above you to bless you. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two.
