            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #34
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Guy Kerstetter, (Diane Shaffer’s brother-in-law); *Family of Howard Bahner; Rachael Bryson; Family of June Wiest; Susie Snyder; Kayla Gonder; Janette Leitzel; Donna Donahue; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; Glenda Listner
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
    [image: image1.emf]


SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15, 2020
                   24th Sunday after Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

November 15, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  The time for harvest is close at hand. What have you done with the gifts God has given you?

P:  We have brought our gifts to the house of the Lord.
L:  Praise God for the gifts and for opportunities for service that they represent.

P:  We praise God for all the ways in which our lives have been blessed.
L:  Generous God, accept our gifts and our lives this day.
P:  Loving God, accept our praise and gratitude. AMEN.
Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18         (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 90:1-17    (Responsive)  (Page 824 Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: I Thessalonians 5:1-11     (See Insert)  
*Gospel:  Matthew 25:14-30                      (See Insert)
Music -     “Fairest Lord Jesus” (See Note above)      Page 88                               
Meditation -      “The Dreaded ‘S’ Word”

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music -      “O Breath of Life”   (See Note above)   Page 291

      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Please visit outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions, either mailed or emailed (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Attendance for Nov. 8: In-person- No In-person church; Face book online- 69 views as of Nov. 11th;  46 Face book online views for Nov. 1st as of Nov. 11th. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
CHURCH DIRECTORY - We are currently updating information for the Church Directory. If there have been address changes, new additions to your family, etc., please call (717-896-3118) or email (valleysecc@verizon.net) the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS  are presented to the glory of God by Esther Masser in loving memory of her husband Kermit Masser.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
         No Sunday School but limited activities at this time. 
Nov. 15 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
               Articles for Dec. 2020/Jan.2021 newsletter due today          

Nov. 18 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting
          Nov. 20 - 6:30PM - Sound System training
Nov. 22 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          Thanksgiving/Ingathering Service (please bring in non-perishable food items)
____________________________________________________________________________
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 22 during Worship Service we will have our Thanksgiving/Ingathering.  Please bring non-perishable foods in to be blessed. (If you are not coming to services, you may drop off the food inside the double doors anytime or during office hours 10:00AM to 3:00PM). Food Items needed (especially with Thanksgiving and Christmas coming): (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); boxed filling; gravy (jar/can/mix); canned vegetables, peanut butter and jelly, soups, pastas, cake, cookie, brownie, (mixes); pie (dough mixes and filling - fruit, pumpkin, etc.); cake icing; canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna, Mac & cheese; and canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items.
ORDER POINSETTIAS by Sunday November 29th! Colors available: Red, White, Burgundy, Pink in all sizes - 4.5” pot - 1 bloom $3.25, 5” pot - $5.00, 6.5” pot - 3-4 blooms - $7.25, 7.5” pot - $17.35 . Marble and Ice Punch are also available in 6.5” pot; Ice Punch and Red & White in 7.5” pot.

See Donna Novinger or call church office to order.

1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT is NOVEMBER 29th. We will have our HANGING OF THE GREENS Service at 10:15AM. However, it may be a bit different than usual. The Worship Committee is working on it.

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS: We will again be purchasing Christmas presents for Halifax area students. You may pick up an ‘angel’ as soon as we have them. There will be more information in upcoming bulletins and the next newsletter.
1st Reading Old Testament:

 Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 (NLT)
7 Stand in silence in the presence of the Sovereign Lord, for the awesome day of the LORD’s judgment is near. The Lord has prepared his people for a great slaughter and has chosen their executioners.
12 “I will search with lanterns in Jerusalem’s darkest corners
  to punish those who sit complacent in their sins. They think the Lord will do nothing to them, either good or bad. 
13 So their property will be plundered, their homes will be ransacked. They will build new homes but never live in them. They will plant vineyards but never drink wine from them. 
14 “That terrible day of the Lord is near.  Swiftly it comes—a day of bitter tears, a day when even strong men will cry out. 15 It will be a day when the Lord’s anger is poured out— a day of terrible distress and anguish, a day of ruin and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness, 
16  a day of trumpet calls and battle cries. Down go the walled cities and the strongest battlements! 

17 “Because you have sinned against the Lord, I will make you grope around like the blind. Your blood will be poured into the dust,  and your bodies will lie rotting on the ground.” 
18 Your silver and gold will not save you on that day of the Lord’s anger. 
For the whole land will be devoured by the fire of his jealousy. 
He will make a terrifying end
3rd Reading - New Testament Reading: 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11(NLT)
5 Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don’t really need to write you. 
2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. 
3 When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains begin. And there will be no escape.  
4 But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. 
 5 For you are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t belong to darkness and night.  
6 So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be clear-headed. 
7 Night is the time when people sleep and drinkers get drunk. 
 8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected
by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation. 
9For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. 
10 Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he returns, we can live with him forever.  
11 So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:14-30 (NLT)
14 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he was gone. 
15 He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He then left on his trip. 
16 “The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the money and earned five more. 
17 The servant with two bags of silver also went to work and earned two more. 
*Sermon Text - Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 (continued)
18 But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and hid the master’s money. 
19 “After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give an account of how they had used his money. 
20 The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have earned five more.’ 21 “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ 
22 “The servant who had received the two bags of silver came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver to invest, and I have earned two more.’ 
23 “The master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’
24 “Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. 
25 I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is your money back.’ 
26 “But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, 

27 why didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.’
28 “Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of silver.
 29 To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little they 
have will be taken away. 
30 Now throw this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
      History of hymn “O Breath of Life” (Page 291):
Elizabeth Ann Porter Head (Jan. 1, 1850-June 28, 1936) known as “Bessie” Head was an English hymn writer and a member of the Anglican Church. Her husband, Albert Alfred Head, an insurance broker, was chairman of the Keswick Convention (a holiness group) for a number of years. Mrs. Head’s hymn, written around 1914, first appeared in a hymnal in 1920. This hymn is a penetrating, powerful prayer that God would equip and use His church in the world of today, by His Spirit. It’s a prayer for revival and renewal, a prayer for cleansing and equipping, in light of the words of the Lord Jesus: “Do you not say, ‘There are still four months, then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” (John. 4:35). “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38). But instead of the missionary zeal of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, we see, by and large, a weakened and compromised church. There is doctrinal compromise, a setting aside of the fundamentals of the faith with the plea, “Let’s just get together and love one another.” Forgotten by many is the exhortation that we are to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3). There is also moral compromise in the church. Things are permitted and even endorsed by Christians that violate the holy separation God expects (2 Corinthians 6:17). Indeed, too often, the world has made more of an impact on the church than the church has on the world. Paul faced that in the Corinthian church (1 Corinthians 5:1-8), and it is still around.  “The time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17).  The church in North America is relatively free of concerted and organized persecution- at least in comparison to many other parts of the world. But the Bible teaches that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). And the Lord may permit it, in the days ahead, as part of His loving chastening. “You have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: ‘My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.’ …Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it” (Hebrews 12:5-6, 11).   Scriptures in Italics are from New King James Version (NKJV)

Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus”   (Page 88 in Red Hymnal)                                             
Joseph August Seiss | Richard Storrs Willis  (CRUSADERS’ HYMN)

CCLI Song # 6467137  CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
Verse 1   Fairest Lord Jesus Ruler of all nature
O Thou of God and man the Son
Thee will I cherish Thee will I honor
Thou my soul's glory joy and crown
Verse 2   Fair are the meadows fairer still the woodlands
Robed in the blooming garb of spring
Jesus is fairer Jesus is purer
Who makes the woeful heart to sing
Verse 3    Fair is the sunshine fairer still the moonlight
And all the twinkling starry host
Jesus shines brighter Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels heav'n can boast
Verse 4    Beautiful Saviour Lord of all the nations
Son of God and Son of Man
Glory and honor praise adoration
Now and forevermore be Thine  Amen
Link to Hymn “Fairest Lord Jesus”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLES FOR December 2020/January 2021 newsletter are due Sunday November 15.
Hymn: “O Breath of Life” (Det AR ETT FAST ORD)
           Page 291 Red Hymnal)   Public Domain
Elizabeth Ann Porter Head | Joel Blomquist

CCLI Song # 919080 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   O breath of life come sweeping through us
Revive Thy church with life and power
O breath of life come cleanse renew us
And fit Your church to meet this hour
Verse 2   O wind of God come bend us break us
Till humbly we confess our need
Then in Thy tenderness remake us
Revive restore for this we plead
Verse 3   O breath of love come breathe within us
Renewing thought and will and heart
Come love of Christ afresh to win us
Revive Thy church in every part
Verse 4   O heart of Christ once broken for us
Tis there we find our strength and rest
Our broken contrite hearts now solace
And let your waiting church be blest
Verse 5   Revive us Lord is zeal abating
While harvest fields are vast and white
Revive us Lord the world is waiting
Equip Thy church to spread the light Amen
Links for hymn:  “O Breath of Life (Det ArEtt Fast Ord)”  
History of hymn “Fairest Lord Jesus” (Page 88):

Little is known of the origin of this cherished hymn. Associated with it are several popular legends which cannot always be substantiated by research. One of the best-known accounts is that it was called the Crusaders Hymn. 

Some think that it was sung by the twelfth century German Crusaders, especially by their children, as they made their long and wearisome trek to the Holy Land. 

But William Jensen Reynolds dismisses as “completely erroneous” any association of this hymn with the Crusades. The words may have originated in the Jesuit Order, which came into being after the Crusades. 

The tune emerges in Franz Liszt’s oratorio Legend of Saint Elizabeth--wherein the tune forms part of the “Crusader’s March”-- but no evidence of the tune exists prior to 1842, when the hymn appeared in Schlesische Volkslieder.  

The English adaptation of this hymn was by Richard Storrs Willis, born in Boston, Massachusetts. 

It is interesting to note that in this collection a notation about the origin of the hymn is made, stating that it was sung by the German knights on the way to Jerusalem.

 The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #34            November 15, 2020 

“The Dreaded ‘S’ Word”
 
      

Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: The time for harvest is close at hand. What have you done with the gifts God has given you?
P: We have brought our gifts to the house of the Lord.
L: Praise God for the gifts and for opportunities for service that they represent.
P: We praise God for all the ways in which our lives have been blessed.
L: Generous God, accept our gifts and our lives this day.
P: Loving God, accept our praise and gratitude. AMEN.
Invocation:
Awesome God, you created the world and all that is in it. You blessed each element of creation with your love. You called us from slavery into witness and service. Be with us this day as we gather to worship. Clear our minds of all the distractions which would draw us away from you. Open our hearts and spirits and let your healing and empowering love flow in. Prepare us to be witnesses to your power and love as we use the gifts with which you have blessed us in your service. For we offer this prayer in the name of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Zephaniah 1:7-12-18
Psalm: Psalm 90:1-17 
New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
*Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30
Meditation:

“The Dreaded ‘S’ Word”


When I was younger and in school, I would procrastinate studying and reading, especially if I found a subject dull and boring. I would wait until a day or two before a test and begin ‘cramming.’ It involved stuffing as much information in as possible into my short-term memory so that I could at least get a passing grade, which I usually did. The thing was I usually forgot most of what I crammed shortly after the test was over. That changed when I was an older student. My motivation had changed. Back then it was all about the grade and passing. As an older student, I genuinely wanted to learn the information, not just be able to regurgitate it back. Not only have I remembered a significant amount of what I studied (and not just crammed in at the last minute), I managed to get better grades as well. I did a much better job of stewarding the educational opportunities I had as an older adult than when I was younger. The Gospel reading this week is all about waiting and how we steward the resources and opportunities God has given us. 


We often have a limited view of stewarding and stewardship. We often equate it to some aspect of money or things of value. Yet a truly biblical view of stewardship is far more holistic. Let’s first dispel some limited views of stewardship as it relates to following Jesus. First is that stewardship is not simply a program, a fund drive, or capital campaign. Those things may be part of stewardship, but it is so much more. Secondly, stewardship is not only about money; it’s about how we manage all of the resources God has given us. All that we have, all that we are, and all that we are becoming is something God entrusts us to manage on his behalf. Thirdly it is not just a means for the institutional church to maintain itself so it can exist merely for its own sake. It’s far more than just paying the bills. Let’s dive into what Jesus has to say in his parable. 


A well to do man is getting ready to go off on a trip. While he is gone he entrusts his holdings to three servants. One is given 5 talents, another 3, and the last is given 1. The amounts were based on the master’s understanding of what each servant’s ability was. Now a talent is roughly the equivalent of 20 years’ worth of an average worker’s earnings. Needless to say that the master was incredibly wealthy. He wanted his servants to manage things just as if he were still there; just as he would manage them if he were there. Upon his return he calls these 3 servants to see how things went in his absence. The first two servants report that they managed to double the amount they had each been given. The master was pleased and tells them so. The third servant, fearful of how his master would respond if he messed things up just hid the talent to keep it safe; nothing lost, nothing gained. His master is angry with this servant. He had not used and invested the resources he had been given, instead he hid them away and, in a sense, kept them for himself. So who or what do these servants represent first in Jesus’s world, and in our current world?


Jesus is teaching his disciples within earshot of the Pharisees and scribes during his last few days before his crucifixion. He has been dealing with the subject of his imminent death and eventual return. And he has been teaching on waiting, and what we do while we wait, and how his followers’ words and actions are to be the same as his. And in this parable, as well as others, there is no direct one for one connection with a person, but the people in the stories represent a type and usually expressed in some extreme way. For instance, the master is often compared to God, but that metaphor breaks down because we know that God is not a venture capitalist, or a mean-spirited slave owner. It is better to understand the master as representing power and authority, similar to God’s. 


The first two servants represent those who have been faithful to living and managing their lives and resources recognizing that everything they have and are, including all of creation, belong to God. They recognize that God has asked them to manage his creation on his behalf. And they recognize that God, through Jesus, has given them a mission to fulfill; to love God, and to love others, and to teach, baptize, proclaim justice and freedom to all who would receive Jesus. 


The last servant is representative of the Pharisees, scribes, and their kind. They’ve taken the things of God and hid them away either out of fear, a desire to control, and not understanding what it meant to be God’s chosen people; a kingdom of priests, a holy nation so that all the world could see what it was to live in the presence of a loving God. They just didn’t get it. 


This begs the question of where do we see ourselves in this story? With whom do we most connect? And more to the point, how are we doing at stewarding (managing) the many gifts that God has given us? If you’re anything like me how you answer largely depends on where you are at in your life at any given moment. Sometimes we’re like the first two servants. At other times we’re more like the last one. Sometimes we identify with the master’s response to the unfaithful servant, wanting to see justice done to those who are unfaithful. In the telling of this parable Jesus is asking us, “which one are you?” 


So as we think about the word, ‘stewardship,’ that dreaded ‘s’ word, we should consider several things. First is that stewardship is entirely about whole life discipleship and serving with the resources God has given us to fulfill his mission: what we do while waiting for Jesus’s return. We also need to keep in mind that “the institutional church is simply a means to an end. It exits to enable the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ to take place.” (Dan R. Dick – Revolutionizing Christian Stewardship for the 21st Century). Once the institutional church loses sight of our mission, we run the danger of becoming the third servant. As such, the Body of Christ, the church within the institutional church, needs to thrive if the institutional church is to survive. The institutional church cannot exist just for itself. Our attention must be on God and all people and helping them strengthen their relationship with God and their community in Christ. If our focus is on loving God, and loving people, then the church will grow and thrive. 


As we seek to be faithful managers with all that God has entrusted to us, may we use our time in such a way that we are drawn closer to Jesus Christ, and help others draw closer too. May we use the gifts and talents God has given us to bring him glory. May we manage all the resources God has given; finances, possessions, relationships, and all creation in the same way God does; with love. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
We are "pack rats", O Lord. You continually pour gifts and blessings into our lives and we hide them away for fear that they might disappear or not be worthy of acclaim. We squander them wastefully on things that are not healthy or helpful to others. We confess that we have not always recognized the talents we have been given. We find it easier to belittle the gifts than to honor the giver. As Jesus reminded his listeners to honor the giver of the gifts by using them to create something better, for healing, for hope in the world; remind us that the message of Jesus is truly relevant to us today. Forgive us when we have treated it as just a nice story. Help us to take the gifts you have given us, to develop them, and use them in ways which will offer healing and hope.

[A moment of silence.]
Thank you that you hear our confession and offer us a forgiveness we don’t deserve. Gracious and generous God, you are always with us, offering guidance, healing and hope. We also know that when things seem dark or are dazzlingly bright; when troubled times assail or peace reigns; there you are with us. Continue to guide and challenge our lives. Lead us in pathways of service and away from trails of fear and anxiety. Open our hearts to receive your healing transforming love that we might serve you more faithfully. As we think about our friends and loved ones going through difficult times; in need of your healing touch, comfort, and peace, we lift them before you now. 
[A moment of silence.]
[The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:

As you have been blessed, now go to be a blessing to others. Go, bringing the news of peace and hope, of healing and love. Go and the God of peace will always go with you. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
