           Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #45                    
*PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Lucy Boyer, (Gail Shertzer’s cousin); *Kelly Malave, (Charlie Shertzer’s niece, surgery); *Gary Fetterhoff, (Home); *Henry Hassinger; Marissa Faust & Holly Landvater; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Rebuck; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker;  Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Jennifer Herb; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Deb Polak; Ellen Snyder; Ty & Lana Shoop; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Brinley Ehrenfeuchter
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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    Thanksgiving/Ingathering Sunday/ 

     Christ the King Sunday 
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
November 21, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Thanksgiving/Ingathering Sunday/
Christ the King Sunday
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Ed Dobbin                  
L:   Come, let us bow down and worship the King of kings, the Lord of Lords.
P:  At this birth the angels proclaimed it. He is the Wonderful Counselor, Lord of Lords, King of Kings, the Prince of Peace.
L:   Through his teaching and his life we have learned how to live to God
P:  By his death and resurrection we have been saved and claimed by God as witnesses to God's eternal love.
 

Invocation                                                  Ed Dobbin
We come this day, rejoicing, in the presence of the King of Kings, Jesus Christ. At his birth the angels proclaimed his name to be Emmanuel, God with us. Today in this place, in this time of worship, may we truly feel the power and presence of Jesus Christ in our lives. May our hearts and spirits be warmed and challenged to proclaim with our lives, "Christ is Lord!" AMEN.         
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Testament:  2 Samuel 23:1-7                 (See Insert)  Marie Herb    
Psalm: Psalm 132:1-12  (Responsively)     (See Insert)  Pastor
N. Test: Revelation 1:4b-8                        (See Insert) Charles Cichy                                  
Hymn -    “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”               Page 228
* Gospel: John 18:33-37                            (See Insert)  Pastor  
Sermon:                        “King Jesus”  
Blessing of Food 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -                 “Jesus Shall Reign”                Page 231
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today November 21 the Thanksgiving/Ingathering Sunday/Christ the King Sunday! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. We no longer require people to socially distance in the building. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed.  Weekly Devotionals/bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Nov. 21 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               In-Gathering Service (Please bring non-perishable food items)

Nov.  25 - Happy Thanksgiving Day - Church offices are closed.
Nov. 28 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
               Hanging of the Greens Service 
Dec. 5 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)     
IN-GATHERING SERVICE is Sunday November 21 at 10:15AM. Please bring non-perishable food items. If anyone has a child’s wagon we can use on Nov. 21, please call the church office (717-896-3118).

LAY READERS:  Nov. 21 - Marie Herb, Charles Cichy; Nov. 28 Hanging of the Greens Service - Various Readers; Dec. 5 - Gerry Wiest, Ken Bechtel.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Nov. 21 - Donna Novinger; Nov. 28 - Marie Herb; Dec. 5 - Ed & Peggy Berra
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
Attendance: 

In-person worship for Nov. 14 was 63.
Face book views for Nov. 14 were 46.
Face book views for Nov.  7 were 42.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
           1st SCRIPTURE READINGS  - O. Test. - 2 Samuel 23:1-7 (NLT
23 These are the last words of David: “David, the son of Jesse, speaks--David, the man who was raised up so high, David, the man anointed by the God of Jacob, David, the sweet psalmist of Israel. 2 “The Spirit of the Lord speaks through me; his words are upon my tongue. 3 The God of Israel spoke. The Rock of Israel said to me: ‘The one who rules righteously, who rules in the fear of God,

4 is like the light of morning at sunrise, like a morning without clouds, like the gleaming of the sun on new grass after rain.’ 5 “Is it not my family God has chosen? Yes, he has made an everlasting covenant with me. His agreement is arranged and guaranteed in every detail. He will ensure my safety and success. 6 But the god-less are like thorns to be thrown away, for they tear the hand that touches them. 7 One must use iron tools to chop them down; they will be totally consumed by fire.”
2nd Reading - Psalm 132:1-12 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Lord, remember David and all that he suffered.
2 He made a solemn promise to the Lord.
    He vowed to the Mighty One of Israel,
3 “I will not go home; I will not let myself rest.
4 I will not let my eyes sleep nor close my eyelids in slumber
5 until I find a place to build a house for the Lord,
    a sanctuary for the Mighty One of Israel.”
6 We heard that the Ark was in Ephrathah;
    then we found it in the distant countryside of Jaar.
7 Let us go to the sanctuary of the Lord;
    let us worship at the footstool of his throne.
8 Arise, O Lord, and enter your resting place,
    along with the Ark, the symbol of your power.
9 May your priests be clothed in godliness;
    may your loyal servants sing for joy.
10 For the sake of your servant David,
    do not reject the king you have anointed.
11 The Lord swore an oath to David with a promise he will never take back: “I will place one of your descendants on your throne.
12 If your descendants obey the terms of my covenant
    and the laws that I teach them,
then your royal line will continue forever and ever.”
3rd Reading - N. Test. Revelation 1:4b-8 (NLT)
4b  Grace and peace to you from the one who is, who always was, and who is still to come; from the sevenfold Spirit before his throne; 5 and from Jesus Christ. He is the faithful witness to these things, the first to rise from the dead, and the ruler of all the kings of the world. All glory to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by shedding his blood for us. 6 He has made us a Kingdom of priests for God his Father. All glory and power to him forever and ever! Amen. 7 Look! He comes with the clouds of heaven. And everyone will see him— even those who pierced him.
And all the nations of the world will mourn for him. Yes! Amen!
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the end,” says the Lord God. “I am the one who is, who always was, and who is still to come—the Almighty One.”
*Sermon Text - Gospel: John 18:33-37 (NLT)
33 Then Pilate went back into his headquarters and called for Jesus to be brought to him. “Are you the king of the Jews?” he asked him. 34 Jesus replied, “Is this your own question, or did others tell you about me?” 35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate retorted. “Your own people and their leading priests brought you to me for trial. Why? What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my followers would fight to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not of this world.” 37 Pilate said, “So you are a king?” Jesus responded,

 “You say I am a king. Actually, I was born and came into the world to testify to the truth. All who love the truth recognize that what I say is true.”
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
   If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************
Links for Hymn: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Pg 228 Red hymnal):
 https://youtu.be/W5s9GeosQdU  
https://youtu.be/LKaytTJhckc   (with singing)
SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS ARE NEEDED at WAL-MART in Elizabethville or Boyers Food in Lykens! Please see the flier in the narthex or call Bonnie or Brianna at Northern Dauphin Human Services (717-905-2700) if you are interested to help for a 3 hour shift between Nov. 20 thru Dec. 18. You can also go online at TINYURL.COM/M9WBYYBB to see what shifts are available or to sign up.
ORDER CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS BY SUNDAY NOVEMBER 28!  Please see the order form (in narthex) to order a Christmas Poinsettia following Sunday worship service or call the church office.  Sizes  (4.5” pot - $3.50, 5” pot- $5.25 colors - Red, White, Burgundy, Pink; 6.5” pot - $7.65 colors - Red, White Burgundy, Pink, Marble;  7.5” pot- $18.25; colors - Red, White, Burgundy, Pink, Red & White; Ice Punch is also available in 6.5 pot for $8.75 and 7.5 pot for $19.00). All orders and money must be given to church office by Sunday November 28th.
HELP IS NEEDED TO DECORATE THE  SANCTUARY (and other areas of the church) for  Nov. 28th Hanging of the Greens  Service. Please see or call Donna Novinger today if you can help this week. (It usually takes about an hour or a little more). 
HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE will be held on Sunday, November 28th at 10:15AM on First Sunday of Advent with traditional readings and hymns and decorating the Christmas tree.  Please see Donna Novinger if you are willing to do a reading for this service.
CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN: Valleys is again helping to provide Christmas gifts for children through a gift request program and we continue to do so this year. Each child has two angels - a “toy (interest)” and a “clothing” angel.  Please wrap the gifts and remember to attach “angel” tag to each gift.  All gifts will go to a child in the Halifax school district. If you would like to buy a gift but are not going out shopping, you can still participate by giving money to help purchase gifts in case all ‘angels’ are not picked up by someone. Wrapped Gifts (with the angels) should be returned by 1st full week of December. If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger
CHRISTMAS CARDS: Valleys Christmas mail box will be in the church foyer from December 1st until December 19th for Christmas cards.  The cards will be on the tables in the back of the sanctuary.  Please check each time you come into church for your cards.  Addresses for shut-ins and members and friends who are still not coming to church will be in bulletin in December (addresses will not be posted our church website online for privacy and security reasons). Please call (717-896-3118) the church office or email valleysecc@verizon.net the church office if you need someone’s address.
TOYS  FOR TOTS  will be using the social hall to sort toys  Dec. 1st thru Dec. 17th during church office hours. If anyone wishes to help sort toys, please see Donna Novinger so we can inform the co-coordinator of Toys For Tots. Toys will be distributed on Sat. Dec. 18th. 

BUS TRIP to Sight and Sound to see Queen Esther Wed. Dec. 15 (one day trip). Cost is $152 per person; cost includes lunch at Shady Maple, ticket for 3:00pm show, transportation and bus driver’s gratuity. Pick up will be at Valleys church, Halifax. For more information or to register, call Pat Hoffman at 717-692-3429.
Link for Hymn “Jesus Shall Reign”: (Pg. 231
      https://youtu.be/sCcX8frsWr0
History of hymn “Jesus Shall Reign” (Page 231):

“Jesus shall reign” reflects an 18th-century vision of the world church. Rooted in the language of Psalm 72, Isaac Watts (1674-1748) paraphrased this psalm in ways that reflected his time and the geo-political position of England and the rise of the British Empire.
This hymn first appeared in Watts’ important collection Psalms of David, Imitated in the Language of the New Testament (1719) under the title “Christ’s Kingdom among the Gentiles.” 

The first line is unusual for hymn based on a psalm—“Jesus shall reign.” How could a paraphrase of an Old Testament psalm mention Jesus? Watts believed that the psalms should reflect Christian experience. Therefore it is common to find Christological references in Watts’ version of the psalms.

His missionary hymn, beginning "Jesus shall reign where er the sun," has been used the world over on missionary occasions. It was originally entitled "Christ’s Kingdom Among the Gentiles" and is part of his admirable translation of the second part of the seventy-second psalm. 

     History of hymn “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Pg 228)
   Charles Wesley wrote the text for "Rejoice, the Lord is King!" in 1746 for Hymns on the Great Festivals and Other Occasions, set to tunes by John Frederick Lampe. The original text has six stanzas, with the fourth and fifth stanzas omitted in most hymnals today,  almost nothing has been altered from the original 1746 text, a testament to the quality of Charles Wesley’s poetry.

    The text of this hymn is also quite clear in its message: It is a call to worship the risen Christ. In fact, in its original setting, it is listed under the heading "On the Resurrection," obviously pointing towards Easter. This is a joyous text as affirmed by the refrain at the end of the first three stanzas: "Lift up your heart, lift up your voice, Rejoice; again I say, rejoice!" The call to "Lift up your heart" is also a part of the Sursum Corda that begins the Eucharistic prayer. Creedal imagery also abounds in this text -- for example, the idea of Christ as our judge, enthroned above us. This hymn is a call to believe in the risen Christ. When one reads the text, you can almost see Charles Wesley standing on a box on a street corner, shouting these words to the masses. The evangelistic focus of this hymn reflects the energy of the Wesley brothers as they founded the Methodist movement. Since the early Methodists were calling people toward Christ, it is possible that this text is not so much for congregants in attendance but for people who do not yet know the majesty of Christ. The text itself sums up in simple terms much of who we believe Christ was and still is: Christ is our Savior, King, and Judge.

    The melody pared with "Rejoice, the Lord is King!" in our hymnal is set to DARWALL’S 148th. The four-part harmonization by Darwall is bright and joyful. DARWALL'S 148TH was composed in 1770, but wasn't joined to the Wesley text until the last 19th century.
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  FOR SERMON NOTES: Sunday November 21, 2021
        Sermon: “King Jesus”     Scripture: John 18:33-37
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       Have a very Blessed Happy Thanksgiving!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #45 
                 November 21, 2021                    
         “King Jesus”   


   
      
                    Reign of Christ Sunday
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:

L: Come, let us bow down and worship the King of kings, the Lord of Lords.
P: At this birth the angels proclaimed it. He is the Wonderful Counselor, Lord of Lords, King of Kings, the Prince of Peace.
L: Through his teaching and his life we have learned how to live to God.
P: By his death and resurrection we have been saved and claimed by God as witnesses to God's eternal love.
Invocation:

We come this day, rejoicing, in the presence of the King of Kings, Jesus Christ. At his birth the angels proclaimed his name to be Emmanuel, God with us. Today in this place, in this time of worship, may we truly feel the power and presence of Jesus Christ in our lives. May our hearts and spirits be warmed and challenged to proclaim with our lives, "Christ is Lord!". AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 132:1-12
New Testament: Revelation 1:4b-8
*Gospel: John 18:33-37
Meditation:

“King Jesus”


Some years ago there was a man in a psychiatric hospital. He would frequently jump up on a table and yell at the top of his lungs, “I’m the King of the Universe!” Orderlies had to try to settle him down as his outbursts disturbed the other patients. “Get down!” one orderly yelled in exasperation. One patient chimed in with, “Who told you were King of the Universe?” The ‘king’ responded, “God did!” A voice was heard from behind one door, “I did not!” 


While this humorous story highlights the truth that there is only one king of the universe, we often act as though we are the kings or queens of our own little universe. We function as though only our lives matter, and that others are there to meet our own needs. Today’s text is a reminder that Jesus is the true King of the Universe, and we owe him our allegiance. 


For us in America, it’s hard to imagine what life would be like with a king as our ruler. In our democracy, we have the privilege of voting for who governs our country. We can vote for those who represent us in government and who make our laws. In the days of kings, the king’s word was law. It was a rare and benevolent monarch who would consult with those he/she ruled regarding laws, wars, taxes, etc. There was no representation of the common person in government. There was no ‘voting’ for a monarch as the belief in the right of divine succession was in play; a belief that God ordained a monarch and his/her heirs rule over a particular country. So what does it mean for us to acknowledge Jesus as Messiah: God’s ordained King?


In our Gospel reading from John we have one picture of King Jesus. Jesus is standing before Pilate, the Roman governor of Palestine, after being sent to him by Herod. Pilate’s concern was whether Jesus was guilty of treason by declaring himself ‘King of the Jews’ in defiance of Caesar. “Are you the King of the Jews?” Pilate asks. Jesus doesn’t answer Pilate with a direct response. Instead asks whether Pilate came to his own conclusion, or had others told him about Jesus. It’s fair to say there was a lot of confusion and word play going on, because Pilate wants to release Jesus because he doesn’t find him to be a threat. 


For faithful Israelites there was only one legitimate monarchy: The line of David. Any other person claiming to be king was an illegitimate ruler. The reason is that the Messiah, or Christ (anointed one) was prophesied to come from David’s line. They were the only rightful kings. Herod was not of the Davidic line. His line was placed in power by Rome because Rome could control them. They had no significant power apart from Rome, and as such, they were a very corrupt line of rulers. Yet the Herods were either tolerated or accepted by most Israelites in Jesus’ time. 


Jesus’ kingship was not widely acknowledged or recognized. Most Israelites in 1st Century Palestine were expecting someone quite different as their Messiah. Jesus didn’t match their expectations or assumptions so people either dismissed him, or rejected him. In Jesus’ encounter with Pilate he acknowledges that he is a king, but his kingdom is not from this world. His kingdom, his authority, was from God and was marked by justice for the oppressed, release of those imprisoned by sin or human injustice, healings, and peace and reconciliation. In other words Jesus’ kingdom was to be marked by radical love towards all people, especially those on the margins. Jesus was not going to be a king who ruled in military might and power. He didn’t come to vanquish all Israel’s enemies by force and reestablish the Davidic monarchy. Is it any wonder that people didn’t recognize him as Messiah? What we see of Jesus’ kingdom is what as often referred to as ‘the now, but not yet.’ Jesus did usher in his kingdom, but not in the fulness that is still to come. But evidence of his kingdom is seen through those who live in subject to Jesus’ rule. 


From the book of Revelation we get a much fuller picture of who King Jesus is and how he’ll reveal himself at the end of time. The first is that Jesus is eternal, and so is his reign. No beginning, and no ending. However a powerful human leader we might imagine that person pales in comparison to Jesus. After all, humans, no matter how powerful or popular, are finite. 


John next describes Jesus as the faithful witness. The text is not immediately clear what is meant, but if we take into account John’s Gospel it becomes a bit clearer. Often Jesus said he came to bear witness to God the Father. He came to reveal God’s love for all God’s creation. He came to show us the way to God. He came to help us understand the meaning of scripture, especially since many religious leaders in Jesus’ day had gotten much of it horribly wrong. Jesus had to remind them often that God desires mercy and not sacrifice; that love was the underlying ethic of Moses’ law. 


Jesus was resurrected from the dead. And not just resurrected, but he was the first one to be resurrected and not resuscitated. Jesus is king of kings. He’s the ruler of all kings; supreme. Yet perhaps what is most amazing about King Jesus is that he loves us. His love is a relentless, pursuing love that doesn’t give up on any of us. His love is so profound that he sacrificed himself for us on the cross so that we could be given the opportunity to receive God’s forgiveness and be reconciled with him. He redeemed us, bought us from the slavery of sin, and set us free to love him. 


He called us to serve him as priests in service to God Almighty. We are to be a kingdom of priests, like Israel of old was called to be. That means we are to show the love of God revealed in King Jesus to the world by our willingness to submit to his love. 


And when Jesus returns, no one will be confused about who he is, or what he’s coming to do. He’ll come on the clouds in such a way that everyone will see him; he won’t come in obscurity like he did the first time. This time everyone will have to acknowledge him as king and lord, whether they do so out of love for him, or out of being confronted with the truth of who he is even if they hadn’t before. 


How do we, or how will we respond to King Jesus? Do we respond like Pilate did? Basically seeing Jesus as a good man, but confused and not to be taken seriously? Do we respond like the religious leaders of his time? Are we so convinced of our rightness that we refuse to see the truth of who Jesus is and who he revealed himself to be in scripture? I hear many of us say that we are committed to Jesus. We are committed to the church, etc. My question is are we living in submission to King Jesus? Are we giving up our ‘rights’ to self-determination and having our own way to take the role of a servant? Do we end up being like the crowds who only follow Jesus so long as their own needs are being met? The poem, “3 dollars’ worth of God,” seems to reflect a common attitude towards Jesus, even from many of us who claim the name ‘Christian.’ I leave you with the poem to ponder:

I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please.

Not enough to explode my soul or disturb my sleep, 

but just enough to equal a cup of warm milk or a snooze in the sunshine. 

I don’t want enough of God to make me love a black man

or pick beets with a migrant.

I want ecstasy, not transformation.

I want warmth of the womb, not a new birth.

I want a pound of the Eternal in a paper sack.

I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please. — Wilbur Rees

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
From the first day of Advent, so long ago, we have come full circle to the celebration of the Reign of Christ, also known as Christ the King Sunday. We have witnessed the wonderful birth, the great healing moments, the teachings that have sustained people throughout the centuries. We cried in sorrow at the Crucifixion and rejoiced with absolute joy on the sunrise of Easter when Jesus conquered our greatest fear, death. We celebrated the great good news of the disciples as they risked everything to finally proclaim the good news to all people. Now on this Sunday, we invite Jesus to enter our hearts.

Sovereign Lord Jesus, come into our hearts today and take your reign. Remind us that your kingdom is a kingdom of hope and light, in which there is no darkness, fear, or sadness. You have called us to be the Kingdom people, living our lives in the knowledge that peace, justice, and hope are not only possible, but can actually be the ruling factor of the world, for those who follow you. There are many who do not acknowledge your presence and your name, O Lord. But in your infinite love and mercy, you have acknowledged and claimed them. Help us to be the kind of disciples that welcome everyone with the words of kindness, that offer acts of mercy and peace to all in need, to proclaim Christ risen and glorified.

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

As we have brought before you, O Lord, the names of people and situations needing your healing and comforting touch, may we also open our hearts for that same healing and comfort. Remind us that we are never out of your grace and mercy. We know that you will give us the strength and wisdom to be true disciples and we celebrate and honor you, now and forever.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Go now in peace. Bring the good news of God's eternal love, the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit to all you meet. Go in peace. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
