                 Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #35
                       *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Dohn Fetterhoff, (Gary’s brother);*Family and Friends of Lance Chisom; Family of Howard Bahner; Rachael Bryson; Family of June Wiest; Kayla Gonder; Janette Leitzel; Donna Donahue; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter, (Diane Shaffer’s brother-in-law);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
[image: image1.emf]


  SUNDAY NOVEMBER 22, 2020
                    Christ the King Sunday
                  Thanksgiving/Ingathering Sunday
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

November 22, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
Thanksgiving/Ingathering/Christ the King Sunday

          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Though the dark clouds cover us, and the violent storms assail;

P:  God seeks us out and protects us. God brings us to the safe shelter of God’s compassion.
L:  When we feel lost and alone, wondering who will save us;

P:  We God reaches out in love, healing our wounds and transforming our lives.
L:  Thank God who loves us so much.

ALL: Praise God who searches for us and brings us home. 
          AMEN.

Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 95:1-7    (Responsive)  (Page 826 Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: Ephesians 1:15-23          (See Insert)  
*Gospel:  Matthew 25:31-46                    (See Insert)
Music - “Crown Him with Many Crowns” *See Note    Page 234                             

Meditation -      “A Tale of Two Herds”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -      “Jesus Shall Reign”   (See Note above)   Page 231

Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Please visit outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions, either mailed or emailed (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Attendance for Nov. 8: In-person- 30; Face book online- 56 views as of Nov. 18th;  81 Face book online views for Nov. 1st as of Nov. 18th. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
CHURCH DIRECTORY - We are currently updating information for the Church Directory. If there have been address changes, new additions to your family, etc., please call (717-896-3118) or email (valleysecc@verizon.net) the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NOVEMBER 29 - Hanging Of the Greens Service at 10:15AM. It will be slightly different this year but we will have many of our traditional aspects of Advent as we go into the season of Advent.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
      No Sunday School but limited activities at this time. 
Nov. 22 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          Christ the King Sunday /Thanksgiving/ Ingathering Service (please bring in non-perishable food items)
Nov. 29 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
           1st Sunday of Advent - Hanging of the Greens      

Dec.   6 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          2nd Sunday of Advent - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)  

____________________________________________________________________________
ORDER POINSETTIAS by Sunday November 29th! Colors available: Red, White, Burgundy, Pink in all sizes - 4.5” pot - 1 bloom $3.25, 5” pot - $5.00, 6.5” pot - 3-4 blooms - $7.25, 7.5” pot - $17.35. Marble and Ice Punch are also available in 6.5” pot; Ice Punch and Red & White in 7.5” pot. See Donna Novinger or call church office to order.

HELP NEEDED TO DECORATE the sanctuary and church for Advent: Please see Donna Novinger if you can help put up Christmas decorations this week before our Hanging of the Greens Service next Sunday Nov. 29.

Links for hymn:  “Crown Him with Many Crowns”:  

     1st Reading - Old Testament Ezekiel 34:11-16  (NLT)
11  “For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search and find my sheep. 12 I will be like a shepherd looking for his scattered flock. I will find my sheep and rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on that dark and cloudy day. 13 I will bring them back home to their own land of Israel from among the peoples and nations. I will feed them on the mountains of Israel and by the rivers and in all the places where people live. 14 Yes, I will give them good pastureland on the high hills of Israel. There they will lie down in pleasant places and feed in the lush pastures of the hills. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and give them a place to lie down in peace, says the Sovereign Lord. 16 I will search for my lost ones who strayed away, and I will bring them safely home again. I will bandage the injured and strengthen the weak. But I will destroy those who are fat and powerful. I will feed them, yes—feed them justice!    20  “Therefore, this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will surely judge between the fat sheep and the scrawny sheep. 21 For you fat sheep pushed and butted and crowded my sick and hungry flock until you scattered them to distant lands. 22 So I will rescue my flock, and they will no longer be abused. I will judge between one animal of the flock and another. 23 And I will set over them one shepherd, my servant David. He will feed them and be a shepherd to them. 24 And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David will be a prince among my people. I, the Lord, have spoken!

3rd Reading - New Testament Reading Ephesians 1:15-23 (NLT)
15 Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love for God’s people everywhere, 16 I have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray for you constantly, 17 asking God, 
the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you 
spiritual wisdom  and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God. 18 I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance 19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the 
same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly 
     3rd Reading - Ephesians 15-25: (continued)
realms. 21 Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world to come. 22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for the benefit of 
the church. 23 And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself. 

*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 (NLT)
31 “But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’ 37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’
41 “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons. 42 For I was hungry, and you didn’t feed me. I was thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. 43 I was a stranger, and you didn’t invite me into your home. I was naked, and you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’ 44 “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’ 45 “And he will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.’ 46 “And they 
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.”
Hymn: “Crown Him With Many Crowns”   (Page 234 in Red Hymnal)                                             
George Job Elvey | Godfrey Thring | Mark Hayes | Matthew Bridges

CCLI Song # 647950  CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
Verse 1  Crown Him with many crowns
The Lamb upon His throne
Hark how the heav'nly anthem drowns
All music but its own
Awake my soul and sing
Of Him who died for thee
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Thru all eternity
Verse 2  Crown Him the Lord of love
Behold His hands and side
Rich wounds yet visible above
In beauty glorified
No angel in the sky
Can fully bear that sight
But downward bends his wond'ring eye
At mysteries so bright
Verse 3   Crown Him the Lord of life
Who triumphed o'er the grave
Who rose victorious to the strife
For those He came to save
His glories now we sing
Who died and rose on high
Who died eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die
Verse 4    Crown Him the Lord of heav'n
One with the Father known
One with the Spirit thru Him giv'n
From yonder glorious throne
To Thee be endless praise
For Thou for us hast died
Be Thou O Lord thru endless days
Adored and magnified  Amen
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                    We wish everyone a safe and blessed 

                               Happy Thanksgiving!
Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign (Duke Street)
           Page 231 Red Hymnal)   Public Domain
Isaac Watts | John C. Hatton

CCLI Song # 1510  CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Does His successive journeys run
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore
Till moons shall rise and set no more
Verse 2  To Him shall endless prayer be made
And princes throng to crown His head
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacrifice
Verse 3   People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name
Verse 4   Let every creature rise and bring
The highest honours to our King
Angels descend with songs again
And earth repeats the loud amen
Link for Hymn “Jesus Shall Reign”:
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************
     History of hymn “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Page 234):

The lyrics to this 1851 hymn were written by Matthew Bridges (Stanzas 1, 2, 4 in our hymnal) and Godfrey Thring (Stanza 3 in our hymnal) and are sung to the tune 'Diademata' by Sir George Job Elvey. Each crown in this hymn text exalts Christ for some specific aspect of His person or ministry (1) Stanza one for His eternal Kingship; (2) stanza two for His love demonstrated in redemptive suffering; (3) stanza three for His victorious resurrection and ascension, and (4) stanza four as a member of the Triune Godhead ever worthy of worship and praise.

The full song features twelve verses with two very different theological perspectives. The original six stanzas were written by Bridges who was a Catholic, and were based upon Revelations 19:12, “...and on His head were many crowns.” His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. Revelations 19:12 Then Thring wrote six new verses because he didn't necessarily agree with the message of the popular hymn. The Anglican clergymen was concerned that Protestant congregations were singing Catholic theology. Now, the different verses are mixed and matched with three of the six more popular verses being written by Bridges, and three written by Thring in some hymnals.

History of hymn “Jesus Shall Reign” (Page 231):
“Jesus shall reign” reflects an 18th-century vision of the world church. Rooted in the language of Psalm 72, Isaac Watts (1674-1748) paraphrased this psalm in ways that reflected his time and the geo-political position of England and the rise of the British Empire.
This hymn first appeared in Watts’ important collection Psalms of David, Imitated in the Language of the New Testament (1719) under the title “Christ’s Kingdom among the Gentiles.” 

The first line is unusual for hymn based on a psalm—“Jesus shall reign.” How could a paraphrase of an Old Testament psalm mention Jesus? Watts believed that the psalms should reflect Christian experience. Therefore it is common to find Christological references in Watts’ version of the psalms.

His missionary hymn, beginning "Jesus shall reign where er the sun," has been used the world over on missionary occasions. It was originally entitled "Christ’s Kingdom Among the Gentiles" and is part of his admirable translation of the second part of the seventy-second psalm. 
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 
                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #35
           November 22, 2020                      “A Tale of Two Herds”

   
      

       Christ the King Sunday 
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: Though the dark clouds cover us, and the violent storms assail;
P: God seeks us out and protects us. God brings us to the safe shelter of God’s compassion.
L: When we feel lost and alone, wondering who will save us;
P: God reaches out in love, healing our wounds and transforming our lives.
L: Thank God who loves us so much.
ALL: Praise God who searches for us and brings us home. AMEN.
Invocation:
God of justice and peace, bring your dazzling light into our hearts and spirits that we might see the glorious opportunities we have to serve you. Help us to see that following your mandate to feed the hungry, bring nourishment to those who thirst, offer clothing to those in need, visit the sick and those who are imprisoned, welcome the stranger – any activity of service as an act of great privilege and joy. We praise you for the light of your son, Jesus Christ, who boldly bids us care for each other and become those who would bring good news of peace for all. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm: Psalm 95:1-7a
New Testament: Ephesians 1:15-23
*Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46
Meditation:

“A Tale of Two Herds”


When you think of a king, what image comes to mind? Do you imagine one of the tyrants of the Middle Ages who sought to expand their own empires at the expense of the people who worked his land? Do you imagine a lunatic like King George who the American Colonies revolted against to gain our independence? Do you imagine a king like Herod who was basically a puppet ruler propped up by Rome? Maybe you imagine one of the modern monarchs who are more a kind of ambassador than a true head of state. Today is Christ the King Sunday, marking the end of the church year. It begs the question what kind of king is Jesus? The readings for today reveal King Jesus as a shepherd.  


Jesus is continuing his teachings about his death, return, and final judgement. And while not strictly a parable, today’s reading from Matthew uses the picture of a shepherd and his flocks. Shepherds in first century Israel would keep their sheep and goats together in order to graze until the end of the day. The goats had to be separated out in order to keep them warm because they weren’t as hardy as the sheep. So Jesus’s illustration would have made sense to his hearers. It also would have immediately brought to mind the images from Ezekiel’s text describing God as a great shepherd gathering his sheep to heal, recover, and show mercy to them. Yet Jesus’s story takes on a more ominous tone, especially for the ‘goats.’ 


Scholars debate about the exact meaning of ‘nations’ and to what Jesus is referring. It could mean the Gentile nations as the Greek word is often translated. However it wouldn’t be wrong to understand nations to mean all people. Regardless of how we translate it, what’s important is to see how the sheep and goats are similar and differ from each other. 


The nations will be sorted into two groups; sheep and goats. The sheep are praised and welcomed into paradise. But they are surprised as to the reason for their reward. The shepherd, Jesus, tells them that they had done acts of kindness and mercy to him in all sorts of ways. The sheep are perplexed as to when they had done any of these things, especially to Jesus. They think that they certainly would have remembered that. Jesus tells them that whenever they treated people justly, kindly, and with compassion and mercy they did it to him. Because of their relationship with Jesus, they instinctively knew each person was created in the image of God and should be treated as such. They had learned that having an authentic, loving relationship with Jesus was far more important than having correct theology without that relationship. 


The goats, on the other hand, were condemned by the shepherd. Jesus tells them that they never fed him, never clothed him, never gave him a drink of water, never visited him in prison, never invited him into their homes. The goats were just as bewildered as the sheep. “When did we see you and not do these things for you?” And Jesus tells them that if they didn’t do any of these acts of kindness, justice, and mercy towards anyone, particularly the vulnerable and marginalized, they never really cared for him. They knew who the shepherd was, but had no meaningful relationship with him. Knowing about Jesus had never become knowing Jesus: there was no relationship with him. And while they may have had ‘good’ theology, they had not truly experienced the transformative power of Jesus’s love. 


Through the different texts we’ve explored over the last few weeks we see again and again Jesus emphasizing the truth that what we really believe is revealed in how we live, love, and treat others. What we say we believe does matter, yet it must match the way we live otherwise our words are empty. They become meaningless platitudes that lack any sort of transformative power. Jesus’s teachings at the end of Matthew’s Gospel are a sort of ‘gut check’ for us. Jesus invites us to prayerfully examine the condition of our hearts. Are we just going through religious motions in order to be seen as righteous to others, or are our eyes and hearts fixed on Jesus because we’ve truly experienced his relentless, tender love for us? 

There is both caution and hope in Jesus’s words. The caution is that we are to be prepared as we wait for his eventual return because we simply don’t know when it will be. The hope is that it’s never too late to turn back to Jesus, no matter how far away, or how lost we feel we are. Jesus, the Good Shepherd and King, hasn’t given up on us. This is the Good News. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Amazing God, you have allowed us the privilege all during this year to walk the pathways of hope with Jesus. From your incarnation in Christ at the Nativity to his acceptance of the ministries to which you called him; from the magnificent lessons about caring and compassion as he trod the roads leading to Jerusalem; from the encounters with hostile people to the cries of those in need and to his crucifixion and resurrection, we have been blessed to learn from our Savior and have our lives transformed by his redeeming love. Bring the joy of this day into our hearts. Flood our lives with your words of hope that our ministries may glow with delight at serving you by serving others. Bless this church as we grow and continue to learn what you would have us do. Cause us to be a haven of peace and hope in this world that is bound in such anger and fear. Lord, hear our prayers of joy and thankfulness. 
[A moment of silence.]
Merciful God, we get so caught up in our own lives and needs that we fail to see others for whom we might provide some help and relief. You challenge us to feed those who are hungry and to quench the thirst of those who are parched. You ask us to bring clothing to those who have none or for whom the clothing is inadequate for the weather; to visit people who are sick, alone, alienated, who are imprisoned either in cells with bars or in conditions of hopelessness and poverty that they see no way out; to welcome the stranger and reach out to those who are marginalized; to always bring your words of healing and redeeming love. We have failed in these tasks – we ignore the opportunities and claim that we are too busy to help, too busy to care. How this attitude must sadden you, O Lord. You lavish your gifts upon us that we might use them for the betterment of your realm, and we treat them as inconveniences. Forgive us, O God. Forgive us and heal our wounds of greed and selfishness. Let us greet this day when the hope of the Reign of Christ can be made manifest and we can be part of this glorious kingdom of peace and compassion. Hear our prayers of personal confession. 

[A moment of silence.]
Lord, we are aware of the many needs of friends and loved ones. We are aware of the needs of our communities, state, and nation, not to mention the world. We lift these to you, asking how you might use us to be answers to these prayers. Hear our prayers on behalf of loved ones, friends, and even the stranger we see in this time of silence. 

[A moment of silence.]
[The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:

Hear the cries of those in need! Go into God’s world, enabled by Christ to be in ministries of compassion for all God’s people. Love this world as God has loved you. Care tenderly always for all of creation. Go and faithfully serve in the name of Jesus. AMEN.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
