Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #36
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Janette Leitzel; Donna Donahue; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter, (Diane Shaffer’s brother-in-law); Family and Friends of Lance Chisom; Dohn Fetterhoff;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
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  SUNDAY NOVEMBER 29, 2020
                    First Sunday of Advent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra

Reader 1 - Pastor Guertin
Reader 2 - Marie Herb
HANGING OF THE GREEN’S SERVICE
Sunday, November 29, 2020
10:15 A.M.

The First Sunday of Advent

          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
        Prelude and Lighting of the Altar Candles



Announcements                                
Pastor Dave


Tolling of the Bell      Reader 1

Pastor Dave                                                                                            
Hymn -        “We Three Kings”                    
Page 166
                          (Refrain only)

Tradition of the Star   Reader 2                    
Marie Herb                    
Opening Prayer                                              
Pastor Dave
Hymn -
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”
Page 124
                             Verses 1, 2 
Scripture:           Isaiah 9:6-7                    
Pastor Dave                 
The Prophecy of His Coming 
        Reader 2                                                  
Marie Herb
         Reader 1                                                
Pastor Dave 
         Reader 2                                             
Marie Herb
Advent Reading and                             
Pastor Dave
Lighting of Candle on Advent Wreath
      The Holly and the Ivy   Reader 2                  
Marie Herb  
The Poinsettia   Reader 1                          
Pastor Dave 
The Nativity      Reader 2                       
Marie Herb                 
Children’s Sermon (Nativity Set)                 
Pastor Dave            

Hymn -     “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    
Page 141
                                  Verse 1, 3         

The Christmas Tree   Reader 2                
Marie Herb          

The Chrismon Tree   Reader 1                  
Pastor Dave
Tolling of the Bell     Reader 2                 
Marie Herb
Hymn -       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
Page 123
Concluding Prayer                               
Pastor Dave 
Benediction                                                  Pastor Dave
Invitation to Decorate the Tree (You will be invited to come up one person/family at a time for safety and social distancing.)
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

WORSHIP SERVICE: We welcome you to our Hanging of the Greens Service on the First Sunday of Advent! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.
Attendance for Nov. 22: Nov. 22: In-person- 33; Face book online- 37 views as of Nov. 24th;  82 Face book online views for Nov. 22nd as of Nov. 24th  

GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
                                       CHURCH CALENDAR
         No Sunday School but limited activities at this time. 

Nov. 29 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

           1st Sunday of Advent - Hanging of the Greens      

Dec.   6 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          2nd Sunday of Advent - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
Dec.   8 - 5:30-6:30  - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday December 3rd 
Dec. 13 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

3rd Sunday of Advent

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday December 8th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Turkey, Filling, Sweet potatoes, Vegetable, Salad, Fruit cup, Dessert. Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Dec. 3rd. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.







MISSION OFFERING donations (Sept. thru Dec.) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

WE WISH A SPECIAL HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Mary Cooke on December 2nd!

 BABY CONGRATULATIONS to Casey and Jake Evans on the birth of their daughter, Avery Grace (6 lbs 7 ozs) born on November 18, 2020. Proud grandparents are Dan and Shannon Berra, proud great-grandparents are Ed and Peggy Berra. We pray for many blessings for Avery and her family.
              SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************

Hymn “We Three Kings” (Refrain only):   Page 166
John Henry Hopkins Jr.   
CCLI Song # 38002 CCLI License # 2572107
Refrain O star of wonder star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading still proceeding
Guide us to Thy perfect light
Hymn “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Verses, 1, 2  Page 124
Charles Wesley | Rowland Hugh Prichard                                       
      CCLI Song # 31999 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Come Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free
From our fears and sins release us
Let us find our rest in Thee
Israel's strength and consolation
Hope of all the earth Thou art
Dear desire of every nation
Joy of every longing heart
Verse 2   Born Thy people to deliver
Born a child and yet a King
Born to reign in us forever
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone
By Thine all sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne
Scripture: Isaiah 9:6-7 (NLT)
6 For a child is born to us,
    a son is given to us.
The government will rest on his shoulders.
    And he will be called:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 His government and its peace will never end.
He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity.
The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies
    will make this happen!
      Hymn “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”(Saint Louis) Verses 1, 3 Page 141
Lewis Henry Redner | Phillips Brooks                              
CCLI Song # 27879 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight
Verse 3   How silently how silently
The wondrous gift is given
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven
No ear may hear His coming
But in this world of sin
Where meek souls will receive Him still
The dear Christ enters in
____________________________________________________________________________
Christmas Gifts for Children

For a number of years Valleys has been helped to provide Christmas gifts for children through a gift request program and we continue to do so this year. Each child has two angels - a “toy” and a “clothing” angel. This year we know there is an even greater need with everything going on in our community and country. We hope to help give some Christmas spirit and show love to families in Halifax school. It has been a tough year.  Angels are on tree in narthex.
 If you aren’t coming to church and would like to participate, you can pick up an angel during church office hours (10am to 3pm) or call Donna 717-896-3118 to make other arrangements. You can also donate money to purchase a gift, either drop your donation off at church or mail it with your weekly gift if you do not go shopping at this time.

Please return all gifts to the Church by Sunday December 6th.  Please wrap the gifts and remember to attach “angel” tag to each gift.  If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger.
Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Veni Emmanuel) Page 123
        John Mason Neale | Thomas Helmore
CCLI Song # 31982 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  
O come O come Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear                   Refrain
Refrain  
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel
Verse 2    O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to flight    Refrain
Verse 3     O come Thou Wisdom from on high
And order all things far and nigh
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go                Refrain
Verse 4     O come Desire of nations bind
All peoples in one heart and mind
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease
Fill the whole world with heaven's peace  Refrain
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________
Christmas Cards: Due to the pandemic this year, it has been recommended by Elders and approved by Council that each family should send/drop off one card to the entire church and it will be displayed. Please send cards directly to our shut-ins. 
If you wish to convey Christmas greetings to members of our congregation who are not coming to in-person church at this time, please send them a card directly or give them a phone call. We know you will understand the need for caution this year. 
We should have the new directory printed in early December.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #36
           November 29, 2020                     Hanging of the Greens

   
      

          1st Sunday of Advent 

It’s hard to believe we’re beginning a new church year already. This Sunday is our traditional Hanging of the Greens service, so rather than the devotional we typically send out, we are doing something special. We are including the readings for the service for you to use devotionally this week. Our hope is that by engaging with God during the readings you will feel a sense of connectedness to what we will be doing during the service as we worship and welcome again Jesus Christ into our lives. 

In His Grip,

Pastor Dave 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

                      Readings for the Hanging of the Greens Service 2020

Reading 1: (Tolling of the Bell) (Pastor Dave)   Bells have been used throughout the centuries to call people to worship or to bring them news. Good news and bad news have been heralded by bells. When heirs to royalty were born in European Countries, bells would peal. When wars were over, bells would celebrate. Bells ring when Christians die. They ring to call us to God’s house. Today bells ring to call us to remember the birth which is soon to be celebrated among us: that of the King’s heir, our Lord, the Christ.

Reading 2: (Tradition of the Star) (Marie Herb) Throughout the ages, astronomers have proposed countless theories about the mysterious light over Bethlehem. Some have calculated it to be the recurrence of Halley’s Comet, or the sudden merging of two or more planets. In spite of the theories and speculations, however, and according to ancient manuscripts, a spectacular celestial object was seen. Whatever the mysteries surrounding the Bethlehem Star, it had survived the centuries as the symbol of a new birth, a new promise, and a new way of life that has changed the course of human history. It represents the one true “perfect light” that leads us from the darkness of despair to hope eternal. It is the “Perfect light” that will not be vanquished.
Reading 3: (The Prophecy of His Coming) (Marie Herb)   Advent is a time of expectation, and this is symbolized not only by the four-week period of preparation, but also by the lighting of an advent candle on each Sunday of the season. The flame of each new candle reminds the worshiper that something is happening, but something more is still to come. The Advent season will not be complete until four candles are lighted, with the central Christ candle also burning brightly on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.

Reading 4: (The Prophecy of His Coming) (Pastor Dave)  The tradition of the Advent wreath is traced back to an old Scandinavian custom that celebrated the coming of the light after a season of darkness. In that day, candles were placed on the edge of a horizontal wheel. As the wheel was spun around, the lighted candles would blend into a continuous circle of light. Today we use a circle or evergreen to remind us of the continuous power of God, which knows no beginning nor ending.

Reading 5: (The Prophecy of His Coming) (Marie Herb)  We enjoy naming each candle in the Advent wreath. Often the candles are said to represent hope, peace, joy, and love, because these words reflect the coming of Christ to rule, to judge, and to save. The candles may also represent light, faith, truth, and grace - or the prophets, Mary and Joseph, the angels, and the shepherds who prepared the way or told others of Jesus’ birth. As an additional candle is lighted each week, we draw ever nearer to the birth of Christ, the light of the world.

Advent Reading, Lighting of Candle on Advent Wreath - Candle of Hope 

                                                                                                                  (Pastor Dave)
   We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. Advent means coming. We are preparing ourselves for the days ….

When the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares,

And their spears into pruning hooks;

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

Neither shall they learn war anymore. 

Let us walk in the light of the Lord.   Isaiah 2:4 

Reading 6: The Holly and the Ivy: (Marie Herb)  Because holly is evergreen and bears its fruit in the winter, people as long ago as Roman times believed it had power to give strength, to frighten away witches, to bring happy dreams, to heal quarrels, and as a tonic - to cure coughs. The early Christian church saw the pointed leaves of the holly as representing Christ’s crown of thorns and the red berries, his blood shed on the cross. At one time the use of holly was forbidden because of its pagan association, but since about 1600 holly has been a popular Christmas green.

Sacred to the Greeks and the Romans, ivy is a popular Christmas decoration in England. Its evergreen suggests eternal life; its clinging, both fidelity and human weakness depending on Divine strength.
Reading 7: (The Poinsettia) (Pastor Dave) The Mexico poinsettias are called Flor de la Noche Buena, “flower of the blessed night.”  Their star-like shape is a reminder of the star of Bethlehem. Their scientific name means “Most beautiful.” The name we know was given to honor Dr. Joel Poinsett, ambassador to Mexico, who brought the first plants to the United States in 1828. They quickly became the Christmas favorites.

Reading 8: (The Nativity) (Marie Herb)  Both children and adults love trips to see live Nativity scenes, which many communities have. St. Francis of Assisi is said to have created the first such nativity scene in 1223 or 1224. Francis discovered that the poor people he served didn’t know the Christmas story. Few of them could read or write, and church services were in Latin. In a cave behind the village, Francis set up a stable with live animals, hay, and a manger. People from the village played the parts of Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds. One account says that he always chose an orphan for the Baby Jesus because he knew the child would receive good treatment thereafter.

When people from the village and countryside came to marvel at the sight, Francis told them to put hatred out of their hearts, to make Christmas a time of peace and good will. He led them in singing carols - perhaps the first carol singing - and urged the children to gather around the manger.

Reading 9: (The Christmas Tree) (Marie Herb)   Christmas Trees bring light and beauty to our homes and to public places. But long before Christmas trees were decorated, the fir tree, with its evergreen beauty, was known as the tree of Christ. Some credit Martin Luther with decorating the first Christmas tree:  On Christmas eve he saw evergreens glistening with snow against a starry sky. To share the beauty, he cut a tree, brought it inside, and decorated it with lighted candles to suggest the stars over Bethlehem.

Hessian soldiers who fought for the British in the Revolutionary War brought the Christmas -tree custom to the United States. Immigrants from Germany, Austria, and Scandinavia had Christmas trees and decorated them with homemade ornaments, cookies, fruit, nuts, and small gifts, and candles.

Today our trees are fir, spruce, cedar, and pine; cut trees, live trees, and fireproof artificial trees. In tropical areas and in the Southern Hemisphere other kinds of trees are used as Christmas trees. But all these trees are an expression of the beauty of Christmas and a reminder that the living Christ is always with us. The lights on the tree and the star at its top say that Jesus is the Light of the World.

Reading 10: (The Chrismon Tree) (Pastor Dave) Chrismon is a word coined from two words, Christ monogram - ornaments originated by Frances K. Spencer and used to decorate a tree for the Lutheran Church of the Ascension in Danville, Virginia. Many churches now decorate evergreen trees with white and gold signs of Christ made of Styrofoam, cardboard, or felt. Most monograms for Christ are Greek letters. Other symbols such as a circle, triangle, dove, star, manger, and various crosses may be added. Our Chrismon tree will include approximately 150 separate Chrismons. There are 45 different designs. Each design directs our attention to some important facet of our Christian heritage and faith. At the conclusion of our service I will invite you to come forward one at a time to place those symbols of faith on the tree. 

Reading 11: (Tolling of the Bell) (Marie Herb) There is a legend of a great cathedral whose bells suddenly refused to ring. Nobody knew why. Finally, a messenger announced that God had decided not to let the bells ring until the gifts of his people were once more satisfactory. On Christmas Eve, therefore, the people brought the most expensive gifts they had. But the bells did not ring. The king came and laid his crown at the altar. But the bells did not ring. Toward the end of the service, a small lad, a beggar’s son, went forward and put his one and only coin on the altar - a coin he had intended to use to buy a loaf of bread for his family. Then he knelt to pray. Suddenly, the beautiful bells pealed forth as never before.

Benediction:   (Pastor Dave)
May the bells we hear this season call to our remembrance that great gift to us of God’s own Son. Amen.
Close with a minute or two of silent prayer. 
