Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #43
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Kelly Richter, (Surgery); *Brinley Ehrenfeuchter, (Shirley Miller’s great niece); *Gary Fetterhoff, (Hosp.); Shirley, Scott, Todd Miller & Families; Carole Fetterhoff, (Craig’s wife); Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard & Janet Flowers; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust & Holly Landvater; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Portez; Kelly Shutt; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Pat Hauth; Lori Graeff; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Deb Polak; Ellen Snyder; Ty & Lana Shoop; Phil Guertin

OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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    SUNDAY NOVEMBER 7, 2021

     Twenty- Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

                       All Saints Sunday
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
November 7, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost - 
All Saints Sunday, Laity Sunday
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
    Prelude    
Announcements                                                     Ed Dobbin
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                              Ed Dobbin           
L:  What do you bring before the Lord this day?
P:  We bring our hopes and our dreams to the Lord

 L:  What do you seek?
P:  We seek peace for our weary souls.
L:  You will find it in this place, for this is the house of the Lord.
P:  Open our hearts and our spirits, O Lord, to hear your words of comfort and peace. AMEN.
Invocation     

                                                             Ed Dobbin                                
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Test.:  Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17        (See Insert)        Sue Faust 
Psalm: Psalm 127    (Responsive)  (See Insert)        Norine Goss
New Testament:  Hebrews 9:24-28 (See Insert)  Donna Novinger                             
Music -       “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”     Pg. 2 
*Gospel:  Mark 12:38-44                    (See Insert)        Ed Berra
Sermon  -                 “A Heart Condition”                Ed Berra
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion                       Marie Herb
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION                                         Marie Herb

   Music -          “Break Thou the Bread of Life”                  Pg. 274
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today September 5th! The Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost and All Saints Sunday, Laity Sunday! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. We are no longer requiring people to be socially distanced in the building. We are also returning to congregational singing. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. 

Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Nov.   7 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)     Laity Sunday
Nov.    8 - 6:00-7:00PM - Zumba (social hall)

Nov.    9 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup
Nov.  14 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                Baby Baptism

                5:30-7:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728 Meeting
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday November 9th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu:

Spaghetti, Garlic bread, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert.  Please call to reserve meal. Halifax Area Girl Scouts are preparing meal.

IN-GATHERING SERVICE will be held on Sunday November 21 at 10:15AM. Please bring non-perishable food items. If anyone has a child’s wagon we can use on Nov. 21, please call the church office (717-896-3118).
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Oct. 31 was 23.
Face book views for Oct. 31 was 69.

No Service on Oct. 24.
ORDER CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS BY SUNDAY NOVEMBER 28!  Please see the order form (in narthex) to order a Christmas Poinsettia following Sunday worship service or call the church office.  Sizes  (4.5” pot - $3.50, 5” pot- $5.25 colors - Red, White, Burgundy, Pink; 6.5” pot - $7.65 colors - Red, White Burgundy, Pink, Marble;  7.5” pot- $18.25; colors - Red, White, Burgundy, Pink, Red & White; Ice Punch is also available in 6.5 pot for $8.75 and 7.5 pot for $19.00). All orders and money must be given to church office by Sunday November 28th.
                        SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - Old Testament: Ruth 1:1-5, 4:13-17 (NLT)
3 One day Naomi said to Ruth, “My daughter, it’s time that I found a permanent home for you, so that you will be provided for. 2 Boaz is a close relative of ours, and he’s been very kind by letting you gather grain with his young women. Tonight he will be winnowing barley at the threshing floor. 3 Now do as I tell you—take a bath and put on perfume and dress in your nicest clothes. Then go to the threshing floor, but don’t let Boaz see you until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 Be sure to notice where he lies down; then go and uncover his feet and lie down there. He will tell you what to do.” 5 “I will do everything you say,” Ruth replied.  13 So Boaz took Ruth into his home, and she became his wife. When he slept with her, the Lord enabled her to become pregnant, and she gave birth to a son. 14 Then the women of the town said to Naomi, “Praise the Lord, who has now provided a redeemer for your family! May this child be famous in Israel. 15 May he restore your youth and care for you in your old age. For he is the son of your daughter-in-law who loves you and has been better to you than seven sons!”  16 Naomi took the baby and cuddled him to her breast. And she cared for him as if he were her own. 17 The neighbor women said, “Now at last Naomi has a son again!” And they named him Obed. He became the father of Jesse and the grandfather of David.
2nd Reading -Psalm 127:1-5 (Responsive Reading) (NLT)
1 Unless the Lord builds a house,
    the work of the builders is wasted.
Unless the Lord protects a city,
    guarding it with sentries will do no good.
2 It is useless for you to work so hard
    from early morning until late at night,
anxiously working for food to eat;
    for God gives rest to his loved ones.
3 Children are a gift from the Lord;
    they are a reward from him.
4 Children born to a young man
    are like arrows in a warrior’s hands.
5 How joyful is the man whose quiver is full of them!
    He will not be put to shame when he confronts his accusers at the city gates.
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading Hebrews 9:24-28 (NLT)
24 For Christ did not enter into a holy place made with human hands, which was only a copy of the true one in heaven. He entered into heaven itself to appear now before God on our behalf. 25 And he did not enter heaven to offer himself again and again, like the high priest here on earth who enters the Most Holy Place year after year with the blood of an animal. 26 If that had been necessary, Christ would have had to die again and again, ever since the world began. But now, once for all time, he has appeared at the end of the age to remove sin by his own death as a sacrifice. 27 And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment, 28 so also Christ was offered once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for him.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Mark 12:38-44 (NLT)+
38 Jesus also taught: “Beware of these teachers of religious law! For they like to parade around in flowing robes and receive respectful greetings as they walk in the marketplaces. 39 And how they love the seats of honor in the synagogues and the head table at banquets. 40 Yet they shamelessly cheat widows out of their property and then pretend to be pious by making long prayers in public. Because of this, they will be more severely punished.” 41 Jesus sat down near the collection box in the Temple and watched as the crowds dropped in their money. Many rich people put in large amounts. 42 Then a poor widow came and dropped in two small coins. 43 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has given more than all the others who are making contributions. 44 For they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she had to live on.”
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
Link for Hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Pg.  2):
https://youtu.be/nfZaDO9ZnRk?t=5 

https://youtu.be/qRuainr_gHk?t=10 

Link to hymn:  “Break Thou the Bread of Life”
https://youtu.be/dp8oi0qjanU?t=2
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) September, October, November, and (Large Print) October, November, December devotionals  are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.
ON ALL SAINTS SUNDAY we remember those who have gone to be with the Lord. 
    Even though we grieve and miss them every day, we thank God for the time they filled our lives with joy, laughter and love and we will never forget them and the wonderful blessings they brought to our lives. We will always carry them in our hearts.
    Robert “Pete” Bryson -  April 2, 2020
    Wanda Hendershot -     June 22, 2020
    Ritchie Moorhead -       September 1, 2020

    June Wiest -                 October 26, 2020

    Thomas Hale -              January 3, 2021

    Thomas Lauver -          May 14, 2021

    Elmer Feidt -               July 4, 2021

    Russell Miller -            October 12, 2021

There are many more people we know that can be added to this list and our hearts go out to all families who have lost loved ones. 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 21 - IN-GATHERING SUNDAY:
We will gather non-perishable food during our IN-GATHRING SERVICE on Sunday November 21. Items needed (especially with Thanksgiving and Christmas coming): (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); boxed filling; gravy (jar/can/mix); canned vegetables, peanut butter and jelly, soups, pastas, cake, cookie, brownie, (mixes); pie (dough mixes and filling - fruit, pumpkin, etc.); cake icing; canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna, Mac & cheese; and canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items.  
If anyone has a child’s wagon that we can put the food items in for that service, please call the church office 717-896-3118. Thank you.
Hymn Story of the Hymn, “Break Thou The Bread Of Life”
    Miss Mary Artemisia Lathbury, the author of this beautiful hymn, was born in Manchester, N.Y., August 10, 1841, the daughter of a Methodist minister.

    She was a woman of great beauty of character, and every one loved her that came to know her. Her expressive face and gentle, modest bearing had a peculiar charm.

    This hymn was written for the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle, and Miss Lathbury called it A Study Song.

Its lovely reference to the Sea of Galilee is made doubly interesting when one remembers that the hymn was written beside the beautiful Lake Chautauqua, New York.

     Miss Lazthbury suffered from very poor eyesight, which makes the lin in stanza four especially interesting and poignant: “touch my eyes, and make me see.”

    William  Fisk Sherwin composed the tune “Bread of Life,” in 1877, the same year Lathbury penned the text. The two were published together in 1878 in the Chatauqua Carols. The tune is very meditative and fits the idea of what Sherwin’s teacher, Lowell Mason, considered to be a “Chaste” European model with “Scientific improvement” and “correct” tunes. Sherwin was born in Buckaland, Massachusetts as a Baptist lay person. He studied under a few big name people such as Lowell Mason and George Webb.
Hymn Story "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" is a Christian hymn written by the pastor and hymnodist Robert Robinson, who penned the words in the year 1758 at the age of 22. In the United States, the hymn is usually set to an American folk tune known as "Nettleton", which first appears in Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second (1813), possibly collected by Elkanah Kelsey Dare, who was the musical editor (John Wyeth himself was a printer).

    A favorite line in the last stanza, “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love,” is thought to be particularly autobiographical, referring to Robinson’s early life, when his mother sent him to London to be an apprentice at age 14 in 1749. It was during this time, according to hymnologist Kenneth Osbeck, that “he associated with a notorious gang of hoodlums and lived a debauched life” until at age 17 he took his gang to a revival service where a well-known preacher George Whitfield was speaking, probably thinking they would go and laugh at the poor deluded Methodist .”…But something happened that night that Robert wasn’t expecting… After hearing the message, it moved him deeply and it made him rethink his life and how he was living it. Nearly three years after hearing that sermon, a twenty-year-old Robert Robinson made his peace with God, and “found full and free forgiveness through the precious blood of Jesus Christ.”
    After his conversion in 1755, Robinson first preached at a Calvinistic Methodist chapel at Mildenhall, Suffolk, and then founded his own independent congregation at Norwich. He was re-baptized in 1759 after taking up Baptist theological perspectives. This led to his nearly 30-year relationship (1761-1790) as pastor of Stone Yard Baptist Church at Cambridge. Baptist hymnologist William Reynolds notes that Robinson “was an unusual man, and, while lacking formal education, he rose to great prominence as a preacher, scholar.” Robinson published A History of Baptism in 1790.   

  GOD Uses Music And Hymns For HIS Glory. This just goes to show you how God works in mysterious ways sometimes. It’s a great reminder for us that God can use anyone for His purposes, and he might just have a plan in store for YOUR life. His plans are often ones that we would never expect or even be able to think of on our own, but if we say yes to His calling, our story is going to be awesome!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #43 
                 November 7, 2021                      
“A Heart Condition” 


   
      
                    24th Sunday after Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: What do you bring before the Lord this day?
P: We bring our hopes and our dreams to the Lord
L: What do you seek?
P: We seek peace for our weary souls.
L: You will find it in this place, for this is the house of the Lord.
P: Open our hearts and our spirits, O Lord, to hear your words of comfort and peace. AMEN.
Invocation:

Lord, we have come to you this day bringing all that we have, our lives, our hopes and dreams, our fears and sorrows. We place these before you in faith and hope, knowing that no matter what has happened you are with us and blessing us. Open our hearts to receive your words and your spirit, that we may find healing and comfort. Open our lives to the wondrous possibilities for service and joy that you offer to us. Ease our minds and spirits that we may hear the words of encouragement and peace this day. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Psalm: Psalm 127
New Testament: Hebrews 9:24-28
*Gospel: Mark 12:38-44
Meditation:

“A Heart Condition”


Heart conditions are nothing to mess around with. I remember the first time I was concerned about my heart. I was in my late 20’s, living in Chicago, when I first noticed what felt like my heart skipping a beat every so often. Needless to say I was deeply concerned. I tried to pay attention to when it was happening so I could report my symptoms to my doctor. I finally had several tests and an appointment with a cardiologist. Thankfully what I experienced was easily dealt with by cutting out caffeine and walking every day. While it was a relatively minor issue, it easily could have become much worse if I didn’t follow my doctor’s instructions.


This week’s text from Mark is, in many ways, an invitation to consider what the condition of our hearts might be. On first glance it may seem it’s about image and appearance, or about stewardship and finances, but I believe the common link between both of these two scenes has to do with people’s hearts. 


The disciples and Jesus are walking around the temple observing different people. It’s getting close to Jesus’ trials and death. Much of Mark’s narrative has Jesus becoming more intense in his interactions with others. In the first scene, Jesus is observing the public behaviors of some of the teachers of the law. These teachers had become caught up in a fantasy of their own self-importance. Their position and role in the community as teachers and people of influence had them believing they were more important than others. They made a big show of how they dressed. They loved being recognized when they were out and about. They expected to be invited to important functions and be given the places with the most visibility and honor. They were caught up in their own celebrity. And at the heart of it all for Jesus, they had forgotten they were called to serve from a place of humility. For them, other people existed to make these teachers feel important. Other people had become objects to lift up the teachers onto some imagined pedestal. They didn’t get what God had called them to be and do. They had a bad heart condition. 


Mark takes us to another scene where Jesus and his disciples are observing people bringing their offerings to the temple. Jesus notices that many rich people are there bringing their offerings, and their offerings were large. Apparently they were drawing attention to themselves and how ‘generous’ they were being. If one were to look just at the amount we might agree. 

Jesus draws attention to another donor. It’s a widow. A person who has practically no standing or rights in that culture.  She may have come to offer her gift out of a genuine love for God, and most likely was not trying to draw attention to herself. In fact she probably was feeling a bit embarrassed that she didn’t have as much to offer as the rich people. All she had to offer was two coins that had little value; what we might consider a couple of pennies. How could her measly gift even compare to that of the richer people? Jesus saw past the offerings of the rich, and this widow and saw something far more important: he saw their hearts, and the condition of their hearts. 

Like those teachers of the law about whom Jesus warned his disciples, the rich donors were also held up as examples not to follow. It was all about motives that stemmed from a potentially harmful heart condition. Their hearts were full of pride and greed. They were motivated by how others thought about them. Their false religious practices were not about truly worshiping God, but about making others think they were holy in order to cover up the corruption festering in their hearts. They craved attention. When they prayed, they made a show of it. When the rich people gave it wasn’t out of a generous heart, it was out of the excesses of what they had. In other words it didn’t really cost them anything because they held back so much more. 

By contrast, Jesus lifts up this poor widow as someone to emulate. Why? She was no one of consequence by outward appearances. She was not a man, and had no husband who would provide standing in that culture. She was poor and had no obvious material wealth. She apparently lived hand to mouth, yet there was something that Jesus saw in her that was of immense value. She too had a heart condition. She had a generous heart. Her heart was so full of love for God that she gave all she had. English translations have Jesus saying that “out of her poverty, she put in all she had to live on” But the original language is even more profound. A more accurate translation could read, “out of her poverty, she put in her whole life.” What an incredible statement to make about this woman. 

Jesus wants his disciples to have hearts like hers because that’s the kind of heart he has. The kind of heart his Heavenly Father has. The role of a rabbi is not just to impart information to his/her followers. It is to prepare them to be the people God is working to transform them to be. The teachers of the law and the rich donors were all doing the right outward things, but they were doing them for all the wrong reasons. The widow was also doing the right outward things, but she was doing it for all the right reasons. She did it because her heart was totally given to God and was responding to God’s love for her. 

Jesus calls us to examine the condition of our own hearts. We can do all the right things, but our hearts may not be in it. Our motivations could be all about us and wanting others to think us better than who we really are. Jesus wants our hearts to be like that of the poor widow. He wants us to be extravagantly generous with everything God has given us… after all, what we have really belongs to God anyway. May God give us the grace and heart to do what the widow did: out of our poverty, we put in our whole lives. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord, you have placed before us your wonderful world, with its blessings and its difficulties. You have called us to be peacemakers and people who will work for you, offering our lives and our gifts in your service. But we sometimes hold back from trusting in these gifts you have given to us. We wonder if they will be enough to make a difference. And we become caught in the trap of believing that only the largest gifts have any worth. Forgive us when we slide so easily into our fears of inadequacy. Each of us has been blessed, and each is called to be a blessing. There are no small and insignificant gifts for God to bless and use. Free us from our fears of "not enough" and help us to joyfully place our hopes, dreams and lives in your care. 
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

As we have lifted up names and situations today, seeking your healing mercies and comforting power, help us to feel those same mercies and comfort active in our lives, reminding us that your love is poured out on us so that we may serve. Strengthen and encourage us as we move forward in ministry, seeking to be good stewards of all that you have given us. For we ask this in Jesus' Name. AMEN.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

You have heard the words of healing and of peace. You have been blessed by the Spirit of God. Go now into God's world to be the spirit of hope, peace and blessing for others, knowing that God is always with you. Go in peace. AMEN.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
