                Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #33
                         *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Rachael Bryson; Susie Snyder; Family of June Wiest; Kayla Gonder; Janette Leitzel; Dave Guertin; Donna Donahue; Bob Endy; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
      [image: image1.emf]


SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8, 2020
                   23rd Sunday after Pentecost
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

November 8, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
     
     Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Are you ready to worship?
P:  We believe that we are.
L:  Put away all those cares and worries that keep you from hearing God’s word.
P:  The cares and worries of the world have been put aside that we may be truly ready.
L:  The Lord comes to you this day.

P:  Thanks be to God for God’s abiding presence and promise.  AMEN.

Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Amos 5:18-24                      (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 70    (Responsive)                  (See Insert)
New Testament: I Thessalonians 4:13-18     (See Insert)  
*Gospel:  Matthew 25:1-13                          (See Insert)
Music - “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”       Page 52
                           (See Note above)     
Meditation -      “Ready or Not, Here I Come!”    

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

    
Music -    “Lo, He Comes With Clouds Descending”    Page 241

                                        (See Note above)                                                
      
Benediction




Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: You are invited to come to In-Person services (everyone who feels comfortable) or to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions.   Please follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distancing, face masks, hand sanitizer). Please visit outside the church (keeping social distance for safety). Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions, either mailed or emailed (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Attendance for Nov. 1: In-person- 32; Face book online- 33 views as of Nov. 4th;  70 Face book online views for Oct. 25th as of Nov. 4th. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
CHURCH DIRECTORY - We are currently updating information for the Church Directory. If there have been address changes, new additions to your family, etc., please call (717-896-3118) or email (valleysecc@verizon.net) the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
         No Sunday School but limited activities at this time. 
Nov. 8 -  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Nov. 10 - 5:30-6:30PM - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday Oct. 5th.
Nov. 15 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
____________________________________________________________________________
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on November 10th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Meatloaf, Mashed potatoes, Vegetable, Salad, Fruit cup, Dessert. Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Nov. 5th. Girl Scout troop is making meal.

Please Note: A committee is working on when, how to safely have Sunday School, other activities again in the future while continuing to put the safety of our congregation, visitors, and all groups who use the church for meetings a priority and will inform everyone as soon as a timeline is in place.

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 22 during Worship Service we will have our Thanksgiving/Ingathering.  Please bring non-perishable foods in to be blessed. (If you are not coming to services, you may drop off the food inside the double doors anytime or during office hours 10:00AM to 3:00PM. Food Items needed (especially with Thanksgiving and Christmas coming): (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); boxed filling; gravy (jar/can/mix); canned vegetables, peanut butter and jelly, soups, pastas, cake, cookie, brownie, (mixes); pie (dough mixes and filling - fruit, pumpkin, etc.); cake icing; canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna, Mac & cheese; and canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items.
ORDER POINSETTIAS by Sunday November 29th! Colors available: Red, White, Burgundy, Pink in all sizes - 4.5” pot - 1 bloom $3.25, 5” pot - $5.00, 6.5” pot - 3-4 blooms - $7.25, 7.5” pot - $17.35 . Marble and Ice Punch are also available in 6.5” pot; Ice Punch and Red & White in 7.5” pot.

See Donna Novinger or call church office to order.
1st Reading - Old Testament Reading:

Amos 5:18-24 (NLT)
18 What sorrow awaits you who say,
    “If only the day of the Lord were here!”
You have no idea what you are wishing for.
    That day will bring darkness, not light.
19 In that day you will be like a man who runs from a lion—
    only to meet a bear. Escaping from the bear, he leans his 
       hand against a wall in his house— and he’s bitten by a snake.
20 Yes, the day of the Lord will be dark and hopeless,
    without a ray of joy or hope.

21 “I hate all your show and pretense—
    the hypocrisy of your religious festivals and solemn assemblies.
22 I will not accept your burnt offerings and grain offerings.
    I won’t even notice all your choice peace offerings.
23 Away with your noisy hymns of praise!
    I will not listen to the music of your harps.
24 Instead, I want to see a mighty flood of justice,
    an endless river of righteous living.
2nd Reading - Psalm 70 (NLT) (Responsive Reading)
1 Please, God, rescue me!
    Come quickly, Lord, and help me.
2 May those who try to kill me
    be humiliated and put to shame.
May those who take delight in my trouble
    be turned back in disgrace.
3 Let them be horrified by their shame,
    for they said, “Aha! We’ve got him now!”
4 But may all who search for you
    be filled with joy and gladness in you.
May those who love your salvation
    repeatedly shout, “God is great!”
5 But as for me, I am poor and needy;
    please hurry to my aid, O God.
You are my helper and my savior;
    O Lord, do not delay.
3rd Reading - New Testament Reading:

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NLT)

13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died. 15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have die will rise from their graves. 17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever.  18 So encourage each other with these words
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading;
Matthew 25:1-13 (NLT)
25 “Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their lamps, 4 but the other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. 5 When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 “At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet him!’ 7 “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8 Then the five foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ 9 “But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 “But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. 11 Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ 12 “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’ 13 So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.
Hymn: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (St. Anne)                                                
Isaac Watts | William Croft                      (Page 52 in Red Hymnal)
CCLI Song # 43152   CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
Verse 1  O God our help in ages past
Our hope for years to come
Our shelter from the stormy blast
And our eternal home
Verse 2  Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure
Sufficient is Thine arm alone
And our defense is sure 
Verse 3   Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received her frame
From everlasting Thou art God
To endless years the same 
Verse 4   A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun
Verse 5   Time like an ever rolling stream
Bears all its sons away
They fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op'ning day
Verse 6   Our God our help in ages past
Our hope for years to come
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home
Link to Hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
Hymn: “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” 

           (Regent Square)  Page 241 Red Hymnal)   Public Domain
Charles Wesley | Henry Thomas Smart | John Cennick | Martin Madan  

CCLI Song # 121476 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   Lo He comes with clouds descending
Once for favoured sinners slain
Thousand thousand saints attending
Swell the triumph of His train
Alleluia alleluia 
God appears on earth to reign
Verse 2   Every eye shall now behold Him
Robed in dreadful majesty
Those who set at naught and sold Him
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree
Deeply wailing Deeply wailing
Shall the true Messiah see
Verse 3   Now redemption long expected
See in solemn pomp appear
All His saints by men rejected

Now shall meet Him in the air
Verse 4   Yea Amen let all adore Thee
High on Thine eternal throne
Savior take the power and glory
Claim the kingdom for Thine own
O come quickly, O come quickly
Everlasting God come down  Amen
      Link for hymn: 
     “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”  
History of hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”:  
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) captured the infinite timelessness of God in contrast to the ephemeral nature of humanity in his metrical paraphrase of Psalm 90, “O God, our help in ages past”—a classic hymn for All Saints’ Day.
The hymn was originally part of The Psalms of David Imitated in the Language of the New Testament, published by Watts in 1719. In this book he paraphrased in Christian verse the entire psalter with the exception of twelve Psalms which he felt were unsuited for Christian usage. The hymn tune "St. Anne" (common metre 86.86) to which the text is most often sung was composed by William Croft in 1708 while he was the organist of St Anne's Church, giving: the name of the melody. In 1738, John Wesley in his hymnal, Psalms, and Hymns, altered the first line of the text from “Our God” to O God.” Both Watts’ wording and Wesley’s rewording remain in modern usage.

History of hymn “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”

This poem comes as close as poetic verse can in scaling the heights of splendor, majesty, and mystery as described in Revelation. “Lo! He comes with clouds descending” by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) appears in a variety of sections in hymnals —most notably Advent, but also in Ascension, Christ’s Return and Judgment, End Time, and others—the context in which it appears in John Wesley’s collection offers a very different understanding of the text.

"Lo! He comes with clouds descending" is a hymn with a text by John Cennick (1718–1755) and Charles Wesley (1707–1788). Most commonly sung at Advent, the hymn derives its theological content from the Book of Revelation relating imagery of the Day of Judgment. Considered one of the "Great Four Anglican Hymns. “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” uses events of the past to remind us who we are in our faith, to set a vision of what the future holds, and to state who our God is.  In our hymnal the text is from Charles Wesley, Martin Madan, based on John Cennick and the music is from Henry T. Smart REGENT SQUARE, the tune is the same as the hymn “Worship Christ the Risen King”.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

                                                         Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #33
           November 8, 2020            “Ready or Not, Here I Come!”

   
      

Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: Are you ready to worship?
P: We believe that we are.
L: Put away all those cares and worries that keep you from hearing God’s word.
P: The cares and worries of the world have been put aside that we may be truly ready.
L: The Lord comes to you this day.
P: Thanks be to God for God’s abiding presence and promise. AMEN.
Invocation:
Lord, we are always seeking guidance for the journey you have placed us on. We would like it if everything were spelled out so that we knew what to expect. But that’s not the way life with you works. You remind us, in the story of the 10 bridesmaids, that we should always be ready to seek you, to receive you, and to serve you. Open our hearts today and remind us of your awesome, unfailing love for us throughout all the generations, for we ask these things in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Amos 5:18-24
Psalm: Psalm 70
New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
*Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13
Meditation:

“Ready or Not, Here I Come!”


If you’ve ever had to wait for a repair person to come to your home, appliance repair, cable tv, etc. you know that you’re at the mercy of their schedule. The best ones will give you a window of time on a certain day, and will let you know if they can’t make it, or are delayed. But others can have you waiting all day, and maybe have legitimate reasons for a delay, and not let you know. They’re simply delayed, and you’re left waiting. How do you plan and prepare? What do you do while you wait? Waiting and preparing are two major themes in the Gospel text from Matthew this week. 


When we look at this parable about the delayed bridegroom and the wise and foolish bridesmaids, there’s a few things to understand about Jewish wedding customs in 1st Century Israel. After the betrothal commitment, which is the first stage of Jewish marriage, the bridegroom would go to prepare a living space for his new bride to be. Typically it would be a room, or rooms, off of his parent’s home. Once the room(s) was completed the groom would return for his bride, the whole community would be part of the wedding ceremony, and after, the newly married couple would go to their new home. This ceremony was an all-day affair, and typically was not scheduled for a particular date or time as the new home could be delayed for many reasons. People just knew that time was loose, but to be ready. 


Matthew places this parable in the middle of two others dealing with when Jesus would return for them. Rather than give the disciples a specific date and time, Jesus’s emphasis is all about waiting, preparing, and people’s relationship with him. 


There were ten bridesmaids. Half were wise, while the other half foolish. Jesus tells us that the wise ones brought enough oil for their lamps while the foolish ones brought no oil. I imagine the young women were excited to be part of the wedding celebration. They didn’t want to miss out on the big moment. Yet each group showed their enthusiasm differently. The wise ones did all their preparations ahead of time. They made sure they had a sufficient amount of oil, knowing that the groom could show up at any time. They didn’t want to disappoint him. The foolish ones, I imagine, got caught up in their own excitement. They were more concerned about having fun and reveling in their roles in the wedding party than in getting ready. They were distracted, to say the least. 


The groom is delayed in coming, and all the bridesmaids grow bored and fall asleep. Sometime around midnight, a shout rouses them from their sleep; “he’s here, he’s here! It’s time for the wedding to begin!” They begin getting their things when the foolish bridesmaids realize they don’t have any oil for their lamps. They beg the other ones to share some of what they have, but the wise ones have just enough for themselves, and they don’t want to be late. They tell the others to go into the town and buy the oil they need, which they do. They become so focused on their need for the oil that they leave the wedding preparations and miss out on welcoming the groom. They were focused on themselves and their need instead of on the groom. When they return they find the doors locked and the wedding underway. They knock only to be turned away by the groom who says to them, “Go away, I don’t know you.” They ended up missing out because they weren’t ready to meet the bridegroom when he came for his bride. 


This raises the question for us, “what does it mean to be prepared?” Is it about being religious? Is it making sure our theology is correct, and we’re not associating with the “wrong” people? I would argue, ‘no.’ There are a few things we can glean from this parable. The first is we must avoid distractions that take our focus off of Jesus and the wonder of being in relationship with him. Distractions can be deadly. Think of an animal frozen in the middle of the road by a car’s headlights, unable to get across the road before it’s too late. This kind of distraction comes up out of nowhere. Like a playful dog distracted from its master by a squirrel. Other distractions can include being busy because we’re bored, or feeling uncomfortable emotions. 

I’ve been watching videos of people who have “Thru Hiked” the Appalachian Trail. They start their 4-6-month journey by gathering all the supplies they need for the hike. Sometimes years ahead of their trip. They need maps and permits. They need to know the camping/hiking regulations of each section and state that the trail passes through. They have to get all their gear, from tents, backpacks, clothing, and sleep systems, to food and ways to purify water they find along the way. Water, and where to get it, is something you just can’t leave to chance. You have to make sure you have enough to get you from one water source to the next, and that can vary based on a number of factors. If you don’t prepare properly it could be fatal. You can’t afford to get distracted and not be properly prepared. 

We avoid being present to Jesus and waiting on him in stillness because we are uncomfortable with being our true selves with him, so we allow distractions to invade our lives. We can be distracted through procrastination. We react to our own urges at any given moment without knowing how to thoughtfully respond to the movement of God in our lives. And we end up putting things off to the last minute by procrastinating. We end up substituting these distractions for a genuine experience of Jesus’s presence in our lives. 


We can do this by substituting knowing about Jesus rather than actually knowing Jesus and being known by him. It can be easy to think we’re getting to know Jesus only by reading the Bible or attending church. Those things can lead us to Jesus, but are not the same thing as being with Jesus. It’s kind of like when people ask me how so and so is doing, rather than calling or visiting that person directly. It’s as if they don’t want a meaningful relationship with the other person and would prefer to keep them at a safe distance. We do that with Jesus when we avoid being alone with him. We do that when we avoid engaging with him in every part of our lives knowing he’s our constant companion. And in so doing we run the risk of having Jesus tell us, ‘go away, I never knew you.’ 


And if we don’t truly know Jesus, if we aren’t truly prepared to be in relationship with him, then we miss out on being his bride; the church. We miss out on partnering with him to love God, and love others by serving the people we’re called to serve and love. 


May we better seek to be prepared. May we find the grace to turn over our distractions and procrastinations to God as we seek to know Jesus more and more. May we find that Jesus already loves our truest selves; broken, sinful people created in God’s image. May we find ourselves ready, with God’s help, to meet Jesus whenever he returns for us. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Each morning we arise, O Lord, wondering what the day will bring. For some of us there are many wonderful things to anticipate; new opportunities to celebrate. We smile at the sun and revel in its warmth. Even in the midst of trouble, your love comes through to us in the most amazing ways. For our friends and family who experience great joy at this time, we offer our prayers of joy! Let us pray. Lord of mercy and hope, may the warmth of your restoring and transforming love flood over them and through them to others. 

[A moment of silence.]
For many people, pain and hurt seem to be the daily encounter with life. Hope for something better is a distant vision. Lord, be with our sisters and brothers in their pain. Lord, we ask for your healing love to surround them as they journey through life. Give them courage and peace. We name in our hearts, those who struggle and suffer.
[A moment of silence.]
Lord, we are a stubborn and impatient people. We always want to know how things will end. We want to know what the schedule is. We want a "daily planner" from you so that we can be ready. It is interesting that you have already given us a daily planner. The Holy Spirit, who has been given to comfort and guide us, is our daily planner. Daily we are called to come before you in prayer and praise; daily we are challenged by your Holy Spirit to find ways to serve your people in your world. And we do acknowledge this, somewhat. But we still would like to know when we need to have all the "oil for our lamps". Why is it so hard, Lord, for us to be continually ready? Is it because we have placed you to one side in our lives, and when we think you are coming we take our faith down from the shelf and dust it off? Help us to place you at the center of our lives, seeking to daily prepare ourselves for your coming again in glory. As we have brought before you the names of those people who are near and dear to us, we ask your healing love and blessing for them. Their needs are great, and our abilities are limited. But we know that with your love, all things are possible. Give us such courage and perseverance that we may faithfully proclaim your love to all creation. Make us ready to receive you, now, in this place and everywhere we are. 

For all your healing mercies, we gratefully thank you. Lord, for all anywhere, we offer prayers of healing and hope that their lives may be filled with your love and peace. In Jesus’ name, we pray. AMEN.

[The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:

Thanks be to God, for you love the Christ whom you have never seen. Be glad, be open, and be ready, and the Christ whom you have never seen will appear all around you. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
