              Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #38
                           *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Laurel Guertin, (Home); *Waylon Leonard; *Family  & Friends of Randy Lewis; Sheri Jones; *Jeffery Harrison; *Pastor Stanley Helm; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Janette Leitzel; Donna Donahue; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
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  SUNDAY DECEMBER 13, 2020
                     Third Sunday of Advent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

December 13, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday of Advent

          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Love has come down to us this Advent Season.

P:  Divine love which heals and transforms our lives.
L:  With great joy, we receive that love and share it with others.

P:  We open our hearts to all God’s children, the last, the least, and the lost, as well as those who feel privileged.
L:  The Lord has done and continues to do great things for us.
P: Praise be to God who loves us so much and who challenges us to be people of joy in this darkened world. AMEN.
Advent Reading                                             Pastor 

     (Light Blue Pink candle)
Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11           (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 126  (Responsive)  (Page 849 Blue Hymnal or Insert)
New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (See Insert)  
*Gospel:  Luke 1:46-55                             (See Insert)
Music - “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful”       Page 119  
                          *See Note                               

Meditation -            “Profound Joy”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -      “Joy to the World”   (See Note above)   Page 125
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on the Third Sunday of Advent! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions, either mailed or emailed (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS  are presented to the glory of God by Ed Dobbin in loving memory of his mother Mildred Dobbin.
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************
       NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY will be printed soon. 
Attendance for Dec. 6: In-person- 28; Face book online- 81 views as of Dec. 9th;  74 Face book online views for Nov. 29th as of Dec. 9th.  
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
      No Sunday School but limited activities at this time. 
Dec. 13 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

3rd Sunday of Advent

Dec. 20 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
           4th Sunday of Advent - Sunday before Christmas      

Dec. 24 - 7:00PM - Christmas Eve Candlelight/Communion Service (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
Dec. 27 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          1st Sunday After Christmas -

____________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the Covid cases, we will not have a Children’s Christmas Program this year.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – Join us on Thursday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  Candlelight service will be different this year due to Covid, this year we are using battery operated flickering candles for the candlelight service. Holy Communion will be administered during the service in pews as we have been doing. 
POINSETTIAS You may pick up your poinsettia on Christmas Eve after the service. 
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 3, 2021​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 17, 2021.
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
1st Reading - Old Testament Ezekiel 34:11-16  (NLT)
61 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me, for the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim that captives will be released and prisoners will be freed. 2 He has sent me to tell those who mourn that the time of the Lord’s favor has come, and with it, the day of God’s anger against their enemies. 3 To all who mourn in Israel, he will give a crown of beauty for ashes, a joyous blessing instead of mourning, festive praise instead of despair. In their righteousness, they will be like great oaks that the Lord has planted for his own glory. 4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins, repairing cities destroyed long ago. They will revive them, though they have been deserted for many generations.  8 “For I, the Lord, love justice. I hate robbery and wrongdoing. I will faithfully reward my people for their suffering and make an everlasting covenant with them. 9 Their descendants will be recognized and honored among the nations. Everyone will realize that they are a people the Lord has blessed.” 10 I am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God! For he has dressed me with the clothing of salvation and draped me in a robe of righteousness. I am like a bridegroom dressed for his wedding or a bride with her jewels. 11 The Sovereign Lord will show his justice to the nations of the world. Everyone will praise him! His righteousness will be like a garden in early spring, with plants springing up everywhere.
2nd Reading - Psalm 126 (Responsive Reading) 
      Pg. 849 Blue Hymnal
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
    we were like those who dream.
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
    and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
    “The Lord has done great things for them.”
3 The Lord has done great things for us,
    and we rejoiced.
4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
    like the watercourses in the Negeb.
5 May those who sow in tears
    reap with shouts of joy.
   2nd Reading Continued - Psalm 126 (Responsive Reading)
 
6 Those who go out weeping,
    bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
    carrying their sheaves.  (NRSV)
3rd Reading - New Testament 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (NLT)
16 Always be joyful. 17 Never stop praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus. 19 Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. 20 Do not scoff at prophecies, 21 but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good. 22 Stay away from every kind of evil. 23 Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. 24 God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Luke 1:46-55 (NLT)
46 Mary responded,
“Oh, how my soul praises the Lord.
47     How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!
48 For he took notice of his lowly servant girl,
    and from now on all generations will call me blessed.
49 For the Mighty One is holy,
    and he has done great things for me.
50 He shows mercy from generation to generation
    to all who fear him.
51 His mighty arm has done tremendous things!
    He has scattered the proud and haughty ones.
52 He has brought down princes from their thrones
    and exalted the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
    and sent the rich away with empty hands.
54 He has helped his servant Israel
    and remembered to be merciful.
55 For he made this promise to our ancestors,
    to Abraham and his children forever.”

Hymn: “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful” (Page 119 Red Hymnal) 
  (O SANCTISSIMA)                                            
Johannes D. Falk, stanza 1, Source unknown, stanza 3; translated by Henry Katterjohn Music: Tattrsall’s Psalmody, 1794 | Words Used by permission of The United Church Press
CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
Verse 1  Crown Him with many crowns
The Lamb upon His throne
Hark how the heav'nly anthem drowns
All music but its own
Awake my soul and sing
Of Him who died for thee
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Thru all eternity

Verse 2  Crown Him the Lord of love
Behold His hands and side
Rich wounds yet visible above
In beauty glorified
No angel in the sky
Can fully bear that sight
But downward bends his wond'ring eye
At mysteries so bright

Verse 3   Crown Him the Lord of life
Who triumphed o'er the grave
Who rose victorious to the strife
For those He came to save
His glories now we sing
Who died and rose on high
Who died eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die

Verse 4    Crown Him the Lord of heav'n
One with the Father known
One with the Spirit thru Him giv'n
From yonder glorious throne
To Thee be endless praise
For Thou for us hast died
Be Thou O Lord thru endless days
Adored and magnified  Amen
Hymn: “Joy to the World (Antioch)
           Page 125 Red Hymnal)   Public Domain
George Frideric Handel | Isaac Watts

CCLI Song # 24016 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav'n and nature sing
And heav'n and nature sing
And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing
Verse 2  Joy to the earth the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy
Verse 3  No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found
Far as far as the curse is found
Verse 4  He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders wonders of His love
Link for Hymn “Joy to the World”:
      htts://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFIGEn2O9KA
Links for hymn:  “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful”:  
O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful, by Hymn #119 - YouTube
 (Click on the first video that is for Dec. 22, 2013 Geneva Presbyterian Church)
History of hymn “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful” (Page 119):   Johannes D. Falk wrote the first stanza in 1816, to go with two others of his own. But for the present English hymn, only his first stanza is used, and two anonymous ones have been added. The tune, also called O Sanctissima (O most holy) is of unknown origin. German powt Johann Herder heard it on a trip to Italy, 1788-89, linked to a Catholic hymn in praise of Mary. It’s first use with an English hymn followed several years later.  The lovely carol celebrates Christmas as the time when God’s grace, love, and peace were revealed, or were extend to man, through the coming of Christ. Once, in the Bible, all three qualities are mentioned in a single verse, “Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love” (2 John 1:3).
History of hymn “Joy to the World” (Page 125): Joy to the World was written in 1719 by Isaac Watts. Watts, a Methodist Minister wrote the song as lyrical adaptation of Psalm 98. The song was first published in The Psalms of David: Imitated in the language of the New Testament in 1719. Joy to the World is meant to glorify the return of Christ and for all nations to celebrate that God has brought salvation to the world. Amazingly, Joy to the World was never written to be a Christmas song. It is a song that was written to celebrate the second coming of Christ. Isaac Watts had intended the song to be sung year round and not just during Advent. There is no precise date or recorded reason why this song became so popular only at Christmas. The music to accompany this song was once thought to have been written by Frederick Handel. Most scholars today refute this claim. Some parts of the song are similar to Handel's The Messiah but the historical ties to him are weak at best. Today, most scholars believe that the music was actually composed by Lowell Mason in 1839. Mason was a prominent hymn writer during his life and spent much of his time studying and being inspired by the works of the Masters. It is also believed that Mason may have "borrowed" notes from Handel's, The Messiah to compose Joy to the World.
While there is no historical reference explaining why Joy to the World has evolved into a Christmas song, it is easy to understand as you listen to it. This song is filled with the positive and uplifting message about the return of Christ. The emphasis that the lyrcist, Mason uses with his exclamations (Joy!) to emphasize celebratory nature of the song makes it a perfect fit for the Christmas season.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #38
              December 13, 2020                                “Profound Joy”

   
      

      3rd  Sunday of Advent: Joy 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: Love has come down to us this Advent Season.
P: Divine love which heals and transforms our lives.
L: With great joy, we receive that love and share it with others.
P: We open our hearts to all God’s children, the last, the least, and the lost, as well as those who feel privileged.
L: The Lord has done and continues to do great things for us.
P: Praise be to God who loves us so much and who challenges us to be people of joy in this darkened world. AMEN.
Advent Candle Reading:

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. Advent means coming. We are preparing ourselves for the days…

When the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, The desert shall rejoice and blossom;

Like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.

Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

Invocation:
Lord of Love and Light, shine through our darkness, bringing us hope. Open our hearts for the journey, our eyes for the light, our spirits for the peace which you bring. Fill our mouths with laughter and speech with shouts of joy that we shall reveal the love with which you surround us. We offer this prayer in the name of the One who is coming into the world bringing your hope, love, peace, and joy, Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm: Psalm 126 # 849 (Blue)
New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
*Gospel: Luke 1:46-55
Meditation:

“Profound Joy”

 
In the fall of 2004 the Boston Red Sox did the unimaginable: they broke the “curse of the Bambino” by defeating the New York Yankees in the American League Championship series to go on to win the World Series. Something they had not done since 1918. I was living in Chicago, driving home from a friend’s house, when I heard the end of the game on the car radio. It was all I could do to stay on the road! Needless to say, this ex-pat from New England was exuberant with joy. Something we only dreamed of had happened. The curse was finally over. There were parades, parties, schools and businesses closed to welcome home the conquering heroes of Fenway. 


Sometimes we experience joy because of good news. Sometimes it comes because the situations and circumstances we’re in change for the better. And in those moments it’s easy to confuse happiness with true joy: the kind of joy we are promised by the Gospel. God’s good news that he will be setting things right through the Messiah. With God’s breaking into human history in the person of Jesus Christ, nothing would ever be the same. True joy, profound joy was now based in the work of God and not in transient human circumstances. The possibility to be able to experience redemption, forgiveness, and unending love from God was no longer an elusive, moving target. It was coming, and is now here, in the person of Jesus Christ. 


Today’s text from Luke’s Gospel focuses on Mary’s response to learning the news that she was to give birth to the Messiah. She was visiting with her relative, Elizabeth, who was also pregnant in rather unusual circumstances herself. And Mary breaks out in a Psalm of praise and triumph that we now know as “the Magnificat.” It many ways it was a triumphant word of protest. Triumph that God was going to set things right for those who had been neglected, oppressed, and marginalized, and had every right to protest, by people who took advantage of anyone and everyone they could. Mary’s joy at the reality of God’s good news was barely containable. Let’s look more closely at Mary’s song.


Mary’s song is similar to the song of Hannah from 1 Samuel 2:1-10. Hannah had also learned that God was blessing her with a child when physical circumstances made pregnancy virtually impossible, yet God promised her child would be mightily used by God as a prophet. Hannah’s child was the prophet Samuel. Both Mary and Hannah are beneficiaries of God’s mercy and preference for the humble poor over the proud rich. They rejoice in that truth as the realization that God has chosen to use them to further his purposes in the world. 


To Mary’s utter surprise she realizes that God has been paying attention to her; he took notice of her situation as a marginalized person by society’s standards. She was obviously a woman, and more accurately a teenager. Women and young people didn’t have much standing in 1st century Israel. Not only was she a young woman, she became pregnant while not being married. She lived in a small Galilean village in the sticks of Israel. Nazareth was of no great importance, and in fact, had a bad reputation as attested to by one of Jesus’s disciples’ statement, “can anything good come from Nazareth?” 


Mary begins to experience that God’s mercy is towards those that fear him. Not a fear that leaves a person paralyzed with dread, but rather the kind of fear that comes from a sense of awe; the realizing that God is wholly other and worthy of praise and worship. She understands on some level that what is important is to be in right relationship with God. And a big part of being in right relationship with God involves using your life for God’s purposes instead of indulging in sinful behavior that only seeks to gratify one’s self. 


Mary sees that as God “scatters the proud… and brings down the powerful and lifts the lowly,” God is setting things in order according to God’s priorities. It is a statement about socio-economic inequalities, as well as a statement about the condition of the human heart. It’s an indictment against those who are prideful in their sense of independent success, especially those who built their success on the backs of others. Mary’s song reveals that God favors those who in both their economic poverty and spiritual poverty recognize their utter dependence on God. They desperately need God’s intervention and lean into that instead of demanding their rights out of a sense of prideful entitlement. Mary sees herself as one of these people, and rejoices that God has shown favor to her. 


Mary understands the connective thread of what she is experiencing as a fulfillment of God’s promises going all the way back to Abraham and his descendants. God is showing himself faithful yet again. Her words are both remembrance and prophecy. They reflect past events that have an ongoing effect throughout time. Mary’s words are a very common Hebrew way of talking about God’s actions in human history, especially as related to Israel. And her reflecting on God’s promises of the past and his choosing her to fulfill those promises, fills her with a joy that is beyond imagination. 


Not only do Mary’s words in this passage reflect a deep and profoundly held joy, so does the life she leads after. That’s not to say she doesn’t go through all sorts of struggles, pains, and doubts. She does, but those challenges do not rob her of a joy that will carry her through those hard times into eternity. She remains in awe of God’s greatness and holiness and understanding her role in what God is doing with humility, and that example is one we would do well to follow. 

We see that God has been faithful in the past. By faith we see God continues to be faithful in the here and now in our lives if we choose to see. And so there’s no reason to believe God won’t continue to be faithful in the future. That’s something in which we can rejoice as we experience profound joy in what God is doing in us, and through us. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Lord of time and hope, we are rushing headlong into the holidays to come. We look at our calendars and our day planners and wonder how we will get everything done in the time allotted to us before the "big Day" arrives. We lament that this year things will be greatly different, and not what we would choose. We begin to panic at the thought of projects still to be finished, contacts that need to be made, preparations for festivities that have only just begun. And the darkness of obsessive holiday planning overtakes us and clouds our minds and spirits. But you are a God of hope, peace and joy. You bring hope to us, as you always have through the voices of the great prophets, and now through the One who is to come, Jesus Christ. Remind us again what this season is truly about......love, hope, peace and joy. Calm us down. Slow us down. Help us remember that it is in loving relationship that you gave your Son to us and it is in loving relationship that your Word is carried into the hearts of the people. No tinsel, ribbons, tape, cards and convey the eternal message adequately. You have given us the Light, to shine in our path and cut through our darkness. Shine in the hearts of your people today. Bless those dear ones whom we name before you today with your healing, reconciling, comforting presence and love. Give strength to all who face difficult situations and let your compassionate light shine on them guiding their decisions and their steps. Let us take a moment of silence to lift up the names of friends and loved ones in need. 
[A moment of silence.]
Bring us at last to your presence, where the light of hope, peace, joy, and love continually pour out on us. These prayers and hopes we offer in confident, joyous gratitude for your love and presence.
[The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:

May the God of hope lift and fill your hearts. May the God of peace bring you calm and rest for your soul. And may the God of joy fill your lives with praise and thanksgiving for his unbridled love. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
