The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Guest Pastor: Rev. Kristine Heckard
Hymnal Technician: Bridget Campbell

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Acolyte, Cailey Crum
December 16, 2018 - Worship, 10:15AM

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
    (*Indicates: Stand as you are able.)

Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration





Chimes





Greetings and Announcements                              Dave Novinger
     
* 
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                  


L:
Let our hearts be filled with joy and our voices with praise as we keep the festival of our Savior’s birth. 


P:
As we approach the mystery of the Holy Spirit born in history, may our hearts be stirred with the gift of faith.

 ALL:
May Christ be born anew in us in joy, power, and peace.

     L:
Come, let us worship together.

Prelude                   (lighting of Altar Candles)




Advent Reading                                                 Sue Faust                       


        (Light Pink Advent Candle)



*    Hymn -    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        Page 124                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
     
*
Opening Prayer   




(Please be seated)

            Responsive Reading -  Psalm 146                             Page 858  
                              (In BLUE COVENANT HYMNAL)

     Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)



      We believe that God revealed Himself to us in His Son Jesus Christ - our light and our salvation. We believe  that God sent a star to guide the Magi to where the Christ was born; and His signs and witnesses in every age and through all the world have led His people from far places to His light.





We believe in His baptism and in His table fellowship He took His place with sinners in order to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who were oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when God would save His people.






We believe that by the baptism of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection he gave birth to the church, delivered us from slavery of sin and death, made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. This we believe. Amen.
      Hymn -     “Angels We Have Heard on High”          Page 132 

                   Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.

PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER





Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



Choral Response -  “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”          Pg. 614



Choir Anthem -       “African Advent Carol”      




Scripture -     Luke 2:1-7 (Pg. 79 of NT Pew Bible) 
                                Revelation 3:20 (Pg. 338 of NT Pew Bible)           

                                        Ed Dobbin, Lay Reader    




Message -            “Will You Open the Door?”     



Offering Invitation                                     

      Offertory -               

*    Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own”   Pg. 620                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   
*    Prayer of Dedication


   * 
Hymn -                    “Joy to the World!”           Page 125                                                                                                     
      *
Benediction


*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            



Response:    “And also with you.”  



*
Passing of the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Post-Service Music     
Welcome to Worship at the Valleys.  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign your name and address in our guest book located in the foyer as you leave.   
WE WELCOME AND THANK Pastor Kristine Heckard for being our Guest Pastor this morning and we look forward to hearing her message.

CHRISTMAS MEAL FOLLOWS WORSHIP SERVICE TODAY.
	                       WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	December Announcer

Dave Novinger
	Dec. Acolyte

Cailey Crum

	Dec. Greeters: 

Dale Faust, Scott Miller, 
Russ Miller
	Dec. Ushers (Team 12)*
Volunteers needed

	
	Dec. 24 Altar Communion

Norine Goss, Dave Novinger


	
	Dec. 16 Trad.
	Dec. 23 
Trad.
	Dec. 30
Blended
	Jan. 6, 2018
Trad. 

	Lay Readers
	Ed Dobbin
	Laurel 

Guertin
	Bob 

Endy
	Donna Novinger

	Nursery Attendant
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Shirley Miller
	Marie 

Herb
	Neva 

Cichy

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Dave Novinger
	Christmas Program
	Dave 

Novinger
	Bob 

Endy


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday   as the Captain will need to get someone to help with Usher duties. Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday. Please tell Ken Bechtel if you cannot teach on your assigned Sunday. 

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   

Adult Class – Sanctuary   Friends In Faith - Computer Room 




Choices - Multi-purpose Room              




Children & Youth - Nursery and S. S. Classrooms
                                       CHURCH CALENDAR


Dec.
16 -
9:00AM - Sunday School  





10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Hymnal - Rev. Kristine Heckard Guest Pastor




Valleys Christmas Meal after Worship Service





Short choir practice following Christmas Meal




3:00PM - Zumba
Dec.
17 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




9:00AM - Exercise  




10:00AM - Bible Study (Ritchie Moorhead, Leader)





No Dartball (Christmas break until after Jan. 7, 2019)


Dec.
18 -
6:30-8PM - G. S. Trps 10738, 10740, 11300


Dec. 
19 -
Noon-3PM - Senior Center Pinochle Card Party





6:15-8PM – Zumba  (No Choir this week)




6:00-8PM - G. S. Trps 10753, 10570


Dec.
21 - 
7:00PM - Practice for Youth Christmas Program


Dec.
23 -
9:00AM - Youth Christmas Program  





10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Organist -





  Mission Offering




2:00PM - Zumba

Dec.
24 - 
Senior center is closed





7:00PM - Christmas Eve Service


Dec.
25 -
Christmas Day - Merry Christmas!





Church offices and Halifax Senior Center are closed


Dec.
26 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open




9:00AM - Exercise




6:15-8PM – Zumba (No Choir this week)

Dec.
27 -
7:00PM - All Star Dartball Game at Messiah Lutheran

Dec.
30 -
9:00AM - Sunday School  





10:15AM - Blended Worship - Praise Team/Hymnal






Mission Offering





2:00PM - Zumba
Mission Offering donations for September thru December go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Collected on 4th Sunday of each month or put it in weekly envelopes – mark it “Mission Offering).

               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Pastor David Guertin, (Recovering from Surgery); *Family of Lena Ressler; *Family of Ed Shingaria; *Aliyia Shoop, (Home); *Tricia Hammaker; *Stephanie’s Aunt; *Paul & Natalie Lyter; *Don Stevens; Hannah Klinger; Mary Cooke; Elmer Feidt; Gail Shertzer; Tom Hale; Donna Motter; Miriam Hoke; Betty Lebo; Tom Lauver; Jane Baker; Esther Masser; Nicole Shoop; Samantha Craig; Rickie Herb; Eric Leonard; Larry Herb, Sr.; Samantha Graeff; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Charlie Enders; Randy Byerly; Mari Miller; Ben Baker; Lillian Danner; Kelly Shutt; Troy Millard; David Roadcap; Henry Helfich; Pat & Richard Snyder; Stephanie Schrieber; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Dexter Lucia; Terry Etzweiler; David Ney; Andrew Klinger; Joann Scull; Carl Baker; Gloria Hoffman; Mike Weller; Joan Kent; Jim Willier; Darrell Reinfeld Sr.; Bryanna; Henry Henninger; Darla Klinger; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Shawn & Sherri Reed; Rick Welker; Dwayne Lower; Elijah Quinn; Faith; Pat Miller; Ellen Snyder; Rob, Gary, Bennie; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Pat & Tim Lowery; Linda Ballos; Alan Bostdorf; Matt Danner; Guy Kerstetter.
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, June Wiest; Lori Graff; Marlin Erdman; Vickie Shoffler  
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) after office hours. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY love, thoughts and prayers to the Family of Lena Ressler (Gerry Wiest and Gloria Duttry sister-in-law) Lena went to be with the Lord this week.   



Also to the Family of Ed Shingaria (relation to Peggy Berra) Ed went to be with the Lord recently. We pray God’s comfort, love and peace will surround these families at this time. 
CHILDENS ‘ANGEL’ GIFTS MUST BE RETURNED TODAY SUNDAY DECEMBER 16h! 

       UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS IN DECEMBER
NO CHOIR December 19th or 26th.

CHRISTMAS CARDS: Valleys Christmas mail box is in the church foyer until December 23rd for Christmas cards.  Please check each time you come in to church for your cards on tables in social hall.

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be next Sunday December 23rd at 9:00AM. (Practices are Sunday morning during 9:00AM Sunday School and on Friday December 21st at 7:00PM.)
CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION CANDLELIGHT SERVICE will be held on Monday December 24th at 7:00PM. 
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees:
Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir. Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sunday, January 6, 2019 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sun. January 20, 2019.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE for Dec. 9 – 63.   

             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

  **********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 ***********************************************************
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Senior Center is open at 8:30 to 10:00AM for anyone who wishes to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room.  November Mon. Bible Study Leader: Pastor Gail Boyer. Exercise (on chairs) in library Mon.-Thurs. at 900AM in library (except the week of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed) - everyone is welcome! Pinochle Card Party is December 19th from Noon-3:00PM. Calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex. Please Note: Mon. December 24th (Christmas Eve Day), Tuesday Dec. 25 (Christmas Day), and Mon. Dec. 31 (New Year’s Eve Day) and Tues. January 1, 2019 (New Year’s Day) the Senior Center will be closed. Please Note: If Halifax Area Schools are on delay or closed due to inclement winter weather, the Halifax Senior Center will be closed.
Meals-on Wheels Drivers are needed! Contact Dave Kessler (717-576-1965) if you to wish to volunteer to deliver meals.   
                        The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

     Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
SERVE GLOBALLY PRAYER CALENDAR: ECC Churches and Serve Globally staff use the calendar to guide prayers for the world every morning at 9:30 a.m., as they lift up missionaries, national partners, nations and regions. The prayer calendar is organized so that each missionary, country, regions, and ministry of Serve Globally is prayed for every other month. 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE COVENANT MISSIONARIES THIS WEEK - DECEMBER 17th thru 22nd:  

Our Mission Partners: Jen and Minh Dao (Thailand)
Our Prayer Partner: Cathy Campobello (Columbia)

Dec. 17: Bob & Grace Shim (Regional Coordinators for Asia); Serve Globally ministries in East Asia

Dec. 18: Joshua & Lori Shinar (Cameroon); Helen & Timothy Smith (DR Congo)
Dec.  19: David & Celia Stockamp (DR Congo); Carolyn & Jeffery Stoker (Cameroon)
Dec. 20: Kingdom work and focused ministry areas and local partners (Darlene & Jeff Anderson, Regional Coordinators Middle East/North Africa {MENA})
Dec. 21: Barbara & Steven Swanson (Sweden); Local ministries including Shanti Nepal, Nepal Christian Relief Services & Hindustani Covenant Church from India rebuilding after flooding (Nepal)

Dec. 22: Becci Swearingen (Kenya); Serve Globally partners with local organizations (Cameroon)

Prayers for Natural Disaster victims, victims of violence & their families. 
Prayers for all Missionaries and their families serving in countries all over the world.     

 FOR SERMON NOTES: Sunday December 16, 2018
Sermon: “Will You Open the Door?”
                        Scripture: Luke 2:1-7; Revelation 3:20
2018 DIRECTORY ADDRESS CHANGES since Sept. 9:  these will need to be changed in the directory.  
CROUTHARMEL, Dennis & Barbara

125 Bible Lane

Halifax, PA 17032

717-362-9318

CROUTHARMEL, Keith           
125 Bible Lane

Halifax, PA 17032

717-362-9318

ERDMAN, Marlin

8445 State Route 209
Williamstown, PA 17098

KLINGER, Betty

611 Bowman St.

Millersburg, PA 17061

HEBERT, Brandon      (Address change as of Sept. 17)
429 Landis Dr.

Millersburg, PA 17061

717-692-2147

KLINGER, Betty (Delete) (In Sept. she went to be with the Lord)
HEDDINGS, Bonita   (Address Change as of Oct. 7)
116 S. 4th St.

Halifax, PA 17032

717-896-8356
*DRUMHELLER, Mark & Sandra (Address change as of Dec. 7)
136 Hampton Way                              
Northumberland, PA 17857

2018 DIRECTORY ADDRESS CHANGES (continued)
BUBLITZ, Steve and Colleen   (Address change as of Dec.12)
225 Small Valley Rd.

Halifax, PA 17032
717-654-6813
REMEMBER OUR SHUT INS and those unable to come to church with cards, phone calls and visits. It helps them feel connected to their church family.
Lila Baddorf                                       Myra Hoffman
 
270 Ridge Crest Circle Apt 1107     
301 North St.
Lewisburg, PA 17837                     
Millersburg, PA 17061            

570-523-6964                                  
          

(Lila likes to write letters.)
Jane Baker                                  
Tom & Barbara Lauver


1205 Powells Valley Rd.
   
429 Landis Dr.
Halifax, PA 17032
   
Millersburg, PA 17061  
717-896-3548

717-692-4199
Marlin Erdman

Vickie Shoffler      
 
8445 State Route 209

154 Chelton Ave.        
Williamstown, PA 17098

Millersburg, PA 1706
1



                                                 

Mark & Sandra Drumheller


 
136 Hampton Way



Northumberland PA, 17857 


Lori Graff

June Wiest

Preimer at Susquehanna Room 108

Polk Personal Care Rm. 332
990 Medical Rd.

301 North St.

Millersburg, PA 17061

Millersburg, PA 17061
(Lori likes to get mail.)

717-692-0212
Seth Guertin  address it to:
Solid Rock Discipleship

Attention: Seth Guertin

25766 Hummingbird Trail

Long Prairie, MN 56347
