         Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #??
                    *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Aaron Herb; *Phyllis McCleaf, (Gary Fetterhoff’s sister); *Keith, Wanda/Bobby Pottieger & Family of Katie Pottieger; *Marvin Graybill; *Roy Miller; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust/Holly Landvater; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker;  Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave;  Henry Hassinger

OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                          [image: image1.emf]


                                DECEMBER 19, 2021
      Fourth Sunday of Advent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

             or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
December 19, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Dave Novinger                  
L   All through this season of Advent, we have encountered Hope, Peace and Joy.
P:  Today Belief and Love are the theme.
L:  Today we will hear the story of surprising commitment.

P:  We will learn of Mary and God's wonderful love.
L.  Today we will be challenged to believe in all that God can do

P.  Open our hearts, Lord, that we may be ready for your love. AMEN.
 
Invocation                                                  Dave Novinger
Lord, be with us this morning as we encounter Mary and hear of the wondrous news that she received. Remind us that, like Mary, each one of us is a bearer of your Good News. We are called to proclaim hope, peace, joy, and love in your name. Open our hearts and our spirits today to receive with great joy the love that you have for us. For we ask this in Jesus' Name. AMEN.

Advent Reading                                        Carol Knight                 

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

Advent means coming.

We are preparing ourselves for the days…

    (Light last Blue candle)

When the Lord will give you a sign. Look,

the young woman is with child

and shall bear a son,

and shall name him Immanuel (God with us).

Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.:  Micah 5:2-5a                        (See Insert) Scott Miller
Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7  (Responsively)  (See Insert)  Pastor
N. Test: Hebrews 10:5-10                   (See Insert) Leon Shaffer                                  
Hymn -    “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”           Page 118
* Gospel: Luke 1:39-55                        (See Insert)  Pastor  
Sermon:            “Discovering You Are Loved”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -   “Thou Didst Leave thy Throne”            Page 127
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today December 19th  the Fourth Sunday of Advent! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Dec. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School  (Adult S. S. in Meeting Room)
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

4th Sunday of Advent

Dec. 24 - 7:00PM - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - In-Person Worship and Online (Holy Communion will be served safely in pews, Candlelight service is battery operated flickering candles)

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day - Merry Christmas!
Dec. 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School (Adult S. S. in Meeting Room)
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               1st Sunday After Christmas Day 
LAY READERS:  Dec. 19 - Scott Miller, Leon Shaffer Dec. 26 - Norine Goss, Bob Endy; Jan. 2 - Donna Novinger, Ed Berra.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Dec. 19 - To be Announced; Dec. 26 - Bob Endy; Jan. 2, 2022 - To be announced
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – Join us on Friday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and candlelight service (using battery operated flickering candles). Holy Communion will be safely administered during the service in pews with gloves, masks.

Christmas Eve Service will be live-streamed on Face Book

and will be on YouTube following the service. 

(Offering in Christmas Eve envelopes goes toward Valleys General Fund, Loose offering goes toward Christmas Fund to help those-in-need. If you mail in Christmas Eve offering envelope, please mark if you prefer it to be in General or Christmas Fund.)
            We wish you a very Blessed Merry Christmas!

           1st SCRIPTURE READING- O. Test.- Micah 5:2-5a (NLT)

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, will come from you on my behalf.
3 The people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the woman in labor gives birth. Then at last his fellow countrymen will return from exile to their own land. 4 And he will stand to lead his flock with the Lord’s strength, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. Then his people will live there undisturbed, for he will be highly honored around the world. 5 And he will be the source of peace.
2nd Reading - Psalm 80:1-7 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Please listen, O Shepherd of Israel,
    you who lead Joseph’s descendants like a flock.
O God, enthroned above the cherubim,
    display your radiant glory
2    to Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh.
Show us your mighty power.  Come to rescue us!
3 Turn us again to yourself, O God.
    Make your face shine down upon us.
    Only then will we be saved.
4 O Lord God of Heaven’s Armies,
    how long will you be angry with our prayers?
5 You have fed us with sorrow
    and made us drink tears by the bucketful.
6 You have made us the scorn of neighboring nations.
    Our enemies treat us as a joke.
7 Turn us again to yourself, O God of Heaven’s Armies.
    Make your face shine down upon us.
    Only then will we be saved.
3rd Reading - N. Test. Hebrews 10:5-10 (NLT)
5 That is why, when Christ came into the world, he said to God,
“You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings. But you have given me a body to offer. 6 You were not pleased with burnt offerings or other offerings for sin. 7 Then I said, ‘Look, I have come to do your will, O God—as is written about me in the 
3rd Reading - N. Test. Hebrews 10:5-10 (NLT)   (Continued)
Scriptures.’” 8 First, Christ said, “You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or other offerings for sin, nor were you pleased with them” (though they are required by the law of Moses). 9 Then he said, “Look, I have come to do your will.” He cancels the first covenant in order to put the second into effect. 10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time.
*Sermon Text - Gospel: Luke 1:39-55 (NLT)
39 A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, to the town 40 where Zechariah lived. She entered the house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 At the sound of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “God has blessed you above all women, and your child is blessed.

 43 Why am I so honored, that the mother of my Lord should visit me? 44 When I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy. 45 You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what he said.”
46 Mary responded,
“Oh, how my soul praises the Lord.
47  How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!
48 For he took notice of his lowly servant girl,
    and from now on all generations will call me blessed.
49 For the Mighty One is holy, and he has done great things for me.
50 He shows mercy from generation to generation
    to all who fear him.
51 His mighty arm has done tremendous things!
    He has scattered the proud and haughty ones.
52 He has brought down princes from their thrones
    and exalted the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
    and sent the rich away with empty hands.
54 He has helped his servant Israel
    and remembered to be merciful.
55 For he made this promise to our ancestors,
    to Abraham and his children forever.”
Hymn: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (Page 118 Red Hymnal) 

  (DIVINUM MYSTERIUM)                                            

Aurelius Clemens Prudentius | Henry Williams Baker | John Mason Neale 

CCLI Song # 4780029 CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
Verse 1  Of the Father's love begotten
Ere the worlds began to be
He is Alpha and Omega
He the source the ending He
Of the things that are that have been
And that future years shall see
Ever more and ever more
Verse 2  O ye heights of heav'n adore Him
Angel hosts His praises sing
Pow'rs dominions bow before Him
And extol our God and King
Let no tongue on earth be silent
Ev'ry voice in concert ring
Ever more and ever more
Verse 3  Christ to Thee with God the Father
And O Holy Ghost to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
And unwearied praises be
Honor glory and dominion
And eternal victory
Ever more and ever more
Links for Hymn: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

(Page 118 Red Hymnal)
https://youtu.be/kGHHEb0YZ_A?t=2  (Congregation singing)
https://youtu.be/8Ag8R5-VZ8w?t=2  (With lyrics)

            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
   If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************
If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net
History of Hymn “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (Page 118)

The ancient poem, written by Spanish poet, successful lawyer, judge Aurelius Prudentius Clemens (348-c. 413) was translated and paired with a medieval plainchant melody “Divinum mysterium”, a “Sanctus trope”- an ancient plainchant melody which over the years had been musically embellished. “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” is a beloved Christmas hymn, (perhaps the oldest hymn that congregations sin), that poignantly expresses the eternality of the Son of God and his divinity and coequality with the Father and the Spirit. It serves as a reminder that Jesus is the promised and long-awaited for Messiah who brings redemption to the world and expresses both the deity and humanity of Christ. It gives the modern church a direct connection to the doxology of the ancient church, being originally written in the 4th Century.

History of “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” (Page 127)  
This hymn was written  in 1864 by Emily E. Elliott , Timothy R. Matthews composed the tune in 1876. It was written for the children and choir of her father’s parish to teach the truths of Advent and Nativity to children. Considering the rich theological depth of the song, which focuses not only on Christ’s birth, but also His life, suffering, death and ultimate triumph, it may surprise you that it was initially intended as a children’s song. The text takes its theme from Luke 2:7, “but there was no room for them in the inn.”, placing the poverty of Jesus’ birth in contrast to the splendor of heaven. The brief refrain includes a clever play at words. While there was no room for the Holy Family at the inn, the refrain invites Christ into the heart of the singer. This Christmas season, remember that you have an eternal home, because in amazing grace Jesus was willing to leave his home and have no home. Take a few minutes and let these words refocus your heart on the true meaning of Christmas:
Link for Hymn “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”: (Pg. 127)

       https://youtu.be/jqO7lY2TLbc?t=3 

       https://youtu.be/J9kc7PRObnc   (with singing)
Hymn: “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne (Page 127 Red Hymnal)
 (MARGARET)    Public Domain Emily Elizabeth Steele Elliott | Timothy Richard Matthews    CCLI Song # 91977 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Thou didst leave Thy throne
And Thy kingly crown
When Thou camest to earth for me
But in Bethlehem's home
Was there found no room
For Thy holy nativity
Refrain 1 O come to my heart Lord Jesus
There is room in my heart for Thee

Verse 2  Heaven's arches rang
When the angels sang
Proclaiming Thy royal decree
But in lowly birth
Didst Thou come to earth
And in great humility    Refrain 1
Verse 3  The foxes found rest
And the birds their nest
In the shade of the forest tree
But Thy couch was the sod
O Thou Son of God
In the deserts of Galilee Refrain 1
Verse 4  Thou camest O Lord
With the living word
That should set Thy people free
But with mocking scorn
And with crown of thorn
They bore Thee to Calvary Refrain 1

Verse 5  When the heavens shall ring
And the angels sing

At Thy coming to victory
Let Thy voice call me home
Saying yet there is room
There is room at My side for thee Refrain 2
Refrain 2

My heart shall rejoice Lord Jesus
When Thou comest and callest for me
MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
Attendance: 

In-person worship for Dec. 12 was 32.
Face book views for Dec. 12 were 77.
Face book views for Dec. 5 were 75.
CHRISTMAS CARDS: Today December 19th is the last day Valleys Christmas mail box is in the church foyer for Christmas cards. (If you bring cards in after today, please sort them on the tables, thank you.) Cards are on tables in the back of the sanctuary.  Please check for your cards.  Addresses for shut-ins and members and friends who are still not coming to church are in bulletin but will not be posted our church website online for privacy and security reasons). Please call or email (717-896-3118) the church office email valleysecc@verizon.net  if you need someone’s address. You may send one card to be posted on bulletin board if you wish.

CHRISTMAS CARDS ON BULLETIN BOARD are from members/shut-ins. Please take a minute to look at them.

ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 2, 2022​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 16, 2022.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 16, 2022 following 10:15AM Worship Service.

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 19, 2022.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 23, 2022 during Worship Service.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #49 
            December 19, 2021          “Discovering You Are Loved”


   
      
                   4th Sunday of Advent: Love
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: All through this season of Advent, we have encountered Hope, Peace and Joy.
P: Today Belief and Love are the theme.
L: Today we will hear the story of surprising commitment.
P: We will learn of Mary and God's wonderful love.
L: Today we will be challenged to believe in all that God can do.
P: Open our hearts, Lord, that we may be ready for your love. AMEN.
Invocation:

Lord, be with us this morning as we encounter Mary and hear of the wondrous news that she received. Remind us that, like Mary, each one of us is a bearer of your Good News. We are called to proclaim hope, peace, joy, and love in your name. Open our hearts and our spirits today to receive with great joy the love that you have for us. For we ask this in Jesus' Name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Micah 5:2-5a
Responsive: Psalm 80:1-7
New Testament: Hebrews 10:5-10
*Gospel: Luke 1:39-55
Meditation:

“Discovering You Are Loved”

Author and surgeon, Richard Selzer, in his book, “Mortal Lessons,” shares some wonderful stories of lessons he’s learned as a surgeon. In one story he tells of a patient who had a disfiguring facial tumor. He had told her that one of the risks of the surgery would likely be nerve damage. She went ahead with the surgery and sure enough, part of her face was palsied giving her a droopy mouth. She asked her husband, “how bad is it?” He replied, “I don’t know, I kind of like it.” And with that he bent down to kiss her. The surgeon was observing all this and noticed that as her husband leaned in, he shaped his lips in such a way that they accommodated the new shape of his wife’s lips. The surgeon knew that his patient was well loved. 


A friend of mine posted a question on a social media platform a few years ago that still haunts me. “Why do people have trouble believing they’re loved?” It makes sense when you consider how much of marketing is directed at pointing out our flaws and how their product or service would make our lives so much better. Many people are so connected to social media, smart phones, and computers that they’ve lost the ability and gift of being in authentic, face to face relationships. In an age of increased connectivity people are feeling more and more isolated. Then there’s the challenge of our inner dialogues. Ones in which we beat ourselves up for our failings and faults. We often become our own worst critics. All these factors contribute to people feeling unloved and increased self-hatred. I wonder if they’ve ever truly encountered the love of their Heavenly Father?


This week’s Gospel text has us considering the miraculous events surrounding Elizabeth and Mary’s meeting after learning they were both pregnant with children whom God would use to change the world. Mostly, though, I want us to consider Mary.


Mary was a young woman, most likely a teenager of about 15 years old. She was a peasant girl in a peasant town. In the eyes of the world, a nobody from nowhere. She was not a person of any significance… yet. As a female, especially a young, unmarried one, she had no legal or influential standing in her little community. She was betrothed, that is something more than just being engaged, but not yet fully married. And then she’s visited by an angel. She’s told that God’s Spirit would allow her to conceive the promised Messiah despite not having had sexual relations. It takes an angel to convince Mary that God had chosen her. That God loved her that much to have her be the vessel that would give birth to the very one who would reveal the depth and wonder of God’s love to the world. That God didn’t need Mary: God wanted her. She’s told that Elizabeth, her relative, who had been unable to conceive a child, was now pregnant in her old age. Mary had to go see this for herself.


Upon hearing the amazing details of Elizabeth’s miraculous conception, and Elizabeth wonderment at Mary’s visit knowing that Mary was carrying the Messiah, Mary bursts forth in praise to God. Mary moves past just receiving the news from the angel, to fully living into it and the full realization that she is deeply loved by God because God wants her. 


Reading Mary’s song makes me wonder if she suffered from being down on herself. I wonder if her self-image was influenced by her cultural realities which might have made it hard to initially accept that God wanted her. In verse 48 she says, “for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed.” The word that is translated as ‘humble’ in the New International Version is translated as, ‘lowliness’, ‘humble state’, ‘lowly servant girl’ (indentured servant or slave),  in other translations. It could also be translated as ‘humiliation.’ Is it any wonder that she has a hard time initially believing the angel’s news?


And now in the presence of Elizabeth, the power of her encounter with God’s divine love overwhelms her to the point in which she bursts forth in song. Her beautiful words of utter joy. She says all generations will call her blessed, but notice that the focus of her praise is on God and God’s faithfulness. The story is not at all about her, it’s about God. She sees that what is happening in her life is part of God’s ongoing love and promise to the people of Israel. Her own acceptance of God wanting her is engrained in the long story of God’s unrelenting, pursuing love and faithfulness. And in this she sees and acknowledges the in-breaking of God’s Kingdom in her unborn child. 


Have you been able to accept that God truly wants you? That God, as your Heavenly Parent, deeply desires a relationship with you as his child? How have you, or will you respond to such an offer of love? We could reject God’s offer of unconditional love from an unwillingness to believe in his offer, or perhaps an inability to believe that God truly wants us. God has chosen us to lavish his love and forgiveness on us through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God has already done everything necessary on his end of things to forgive us. We simply have to receive his offer by faith. We can receive God’s forgiveness and find it now possible to forgive ourselves. God doesn’t need you. God wants you! Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord, we can't quite imagine what it must have been like for Mary, to hear God's request and to respond, unconditionally with "Yes!" We have a tendency to put conditions on everything. We want to know what we have to do, how long this will take, what's in it for us, what are the projected outcomes. Forgive us for our faithlessness, Lord. Slow us down, and cause us to take time to really consider the wonderful ways you have always worked in our lives.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

As we have come before you with concerns on our hearts for our families, friends, and world, remind us that your presence is with us and your healing love comforts and restores us. Open our hearts and our ears to the cries of those in need. Let us use our talents and resources to help others. Give us courage, energy, and enthusiasm as we work for you in this world. 
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

God asks us if we will be God's people. Our hearts want to shout yes! Go into the world, feeling God's healing presence in your lives. Tell others about God's love. Do not be afraid! God is truly with you. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
