           Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #50
                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Bonita Heddings and family; *Jessica Bryson & Family; *Jennifer Rocky Family; *Jody Porter, (Hosp. Pneumonia); Sue Miller, (Donna D’s sister, hosp.); Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust/Holly Landvater; Aaron Herb; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker;   Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf, (Gary Fetterhoff’s sister); Keith, Wanda/Bobby Pottieger & Family of Katie Pottieger; Marvin Graybill; Roy Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                  [image: image1.emf]


                                DECEMBER 26, 2021
      First Sunday After Christmas
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
December 26, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
First Sunday After Christmas
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Dave Novinger                  
L   Praise the Lord, all the earth, from the highest heights to the deepest depths!
P:  Let everything sing and shout praise to the Creator!
L:  Praise the Lord, all the heavens and starry host!
P:  All throughout the universe may praise to God abound!
L.  Come, let us joyfully praise God!
P.  Let us live our praise in deeds of loving kindness. AMEN.
 
Invocation                                                  Dave Novinger
God, who walks with each one of us, help us to place our trust in your guiding care for us as we gather to learn the great lessons of living in peaceful community with each other. Prepare us to be witnesses of your love and forgiveness. Make us ready to work for you in your creation; for we ask this in the name of Jesus, your beloved Son. AMEN.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.:  1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26                (See Insert) Bob Endy
Psalm: Psalm 148:1-14  (Responsively)  (See Insert)  Pastor
Gospel: Luke 2:41-52                              (See Insert) Norine Goss                                  
Hymn -              “What Child Is This?”           Page 137
* N. Test.: Colossians 3:12-17               (See Insert) Pastor  
Sermon:                “Putting On Jesus”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -        “Once In Royal David’s City”            Page 155
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today December 26th  the First Sunday of Christmas! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website. If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
FIRE VICTIMS: We pray for fire victims Jessica Bryson, her children & her neighbor Jennifer Rocky, her children. The Christmas Eve offering (loose money and money specifically designated for fire victims) will go to help those impacted by the fire including Jessica and her children. The Halifax community & our church wish to help show support & love to these friends in any way we are able to do so including praying for them, giving financial support or just be there for them during this time and showing our Christian love and caring. Mark donations for “Fire Victims” if you wish to help them.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Dec. 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School (Adult S. S. in Meeting Room)
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                     1st Sunday After Christmas Day 
Jan.    2 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

 Epiphany Sunday - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
Jan.    9 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               Baptism of the Lord 
LAY READERS:  Dec. 26 - Norine Goss, Bob Endy; Jan. 2 - Donna Novinger, Ed Berra; Jan. 9 - Laurel Guertin,  TBA.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Dec. 26 - Bob Endy; Jan. 2, 2022 - To be announced; Jan. 9 - Marie Herb; Jan. 16 - Laurel Guertin; Jan. 23 - Dave Novinger; Jan. 30 - Ed Dobbin.
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
CHRISTMAS CARDS: If you haven’t picked up your Christmas Cards, please check the tables in the back of the sanctuary.  
CHRISTMAS CARDS ON BULLETIN BOARD are from members/shut-ins. Please take a minute to look at them.

ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 2, 2022​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 16, 2022.
MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)  Please see announcement
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

           1st SCRIPTURE READING- O. Test.- 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 (NLT)
18 But Samuel, though he was only a boy, served the Lord. He wore a linen garment like that of a priest. 19 Each year his mother made a small coat for him and brought it to him when she came with her husband for the sacrifice. 20 Before they returned home, Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife and say, “May the Lord give you other children to take the place of this one she gave to the Lord.  26Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew taller and grew in favor with the Lord and with the people.
2nd Reading - Psalm 148:1-14 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens!
    Praise him from the skies!
2 Praise him, all his angels! Praise him, all the armies of heaven!
3 Praise him, sun and moon!
    Praise him, all you twinkling stars!
4 Praise him, skies above!
    Praise him, vapors high above the clouds!
5 Let every created thing give praise to the Lord,
    for he issued his command, and they came into being.
6 He set them in place forever and ever.
    His decree will never be revoked.
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you creatures of the ocean depths,
8 fire and hail, snow and clouds, wind and weather that obey him,
9 mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,
10 wild animals and all livestock,
    small scurrying animals and birds,
11 kings of the earth and all people,
    rulers and judges of the earth,
12 young men and young women, old men and children.
13 Let them all praise the name of the Lord.
    For his name is very great;
    his glory towers over the earth and heaven!
14 He has made his people strong, honoring his faithful ones—
    the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the Lord!
3rd Reading - Gospel - Luke 2:41-52 (NLT)
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 42 When Jesus was twelve years old, they attended the festival as usual. 43 After the celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him at first, 44 because they assumed he was among the other travelers. But when he didn’t show up that evening, they started looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him there. 46 Three days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among the religious teachers, listening to them and asking questions. 47 All who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 His parents didn’t know what to think. “Son,” his mother said to him, “why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been frantic, searching for you everywhere.” 49 “But why did you need to search?” he asked. “Didn’t you know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they didn’t understand what he meant. 51 Then he returned to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. And his mother stored all these things in her heart. 52 Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and all the people.
*Sermon Text - N. Test. - Colossians 3:12-17 (NLT)
12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 16 Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.
Attendance: In-person worship for Dec. 19 was 36.
Face book views for Dec. 19 were 48.
Face book views for Dec. 2 were 76.
Hymn “What Child Is This?” Page 137

Unknown | William Chatterton Dix Public Domain

      CCLI Song # 30983 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  What Child is this who laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping  Refrain
Refrain:  This this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste haste to bring Him laud
The Babe the Son of Mary          
Verse 2   Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding
Good Christian fear for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading        Refrain 
Verse 3    So bring Him incense gold and myrrh
Come peasant king to own Him
The King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone Him   Refrain

Ever more and ever more
Links for “What Child Is This?” (on YouTube)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnFVLDVP_x4    

 (Dec. 24 2010 uploaded by Montrose Baptist Church)
            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
   If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 16, 2022 following 10:15AM Worship Service.

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 19, 2022.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 23, 2022 during Worship Service.
History of Hymn “What Child Is This?" is a Christmas carol whose lyrics were written by William Chatterton Dix, in 1865. While recovering from a critical illness, he underwent a spiritual renewal that led him to write several hymns, including lyrics to this carol that was subsequently set to the tune of "Greensleeves", a traditional English folk song. Although it was written in Great Britain, the carol is more popular in the United States than in its country of origin today. The lyrics of the carol are taken from a poem written by Dix called "The Manger Throne". Biblical inspiration for the carol came from Isaiah 9:6, Luke 2:7, John1:14 and Matthew 1:18-25
History of hymn “Once in Royal David’s City”
As a small girl, Cecil Frances Humphries (born in Dublin, Ireland, 1818; died in Londonderry, Ireland 1895) wrote poetry in her school’s journal. In 1850 she married Rev. William Alexander, who later became the Anglican primate (chief bishop) of Ireland. She showed her concern for disadvantaged people by traveling many miles each day to visit the sick and poor, providing food, warm clothes, and medical supplies. She and her sister also founded a school for the deaf. Alexander was strongly influenced by the Oxford Movement and by John Keble’s Christian Year. Her first book of poetry, ‘Verses for Seasons’, was a “Christian Year” for children. She wrote hymns based on the Apostles’ Creed, baptism, the, Lord’s Supper, the Ten Commandments  and prayer, writing in simple language for children.  She also wrote the hymn “All Things Bright and Beautiful”. Her more than four hundred hymn texts were published in ‘Verses from the Holy Scripture” (1846), “Hymns for Little Children’ (1848), and “Hymns Descriptive and Devotional” (1858). The lyrics to “Once in Royal David’s City”  is a poem written by Cecil Frances Alexander. The poem was published in ‘Hymns for little Children’ in 1848. Music to the Christmas carol was composed by organist Henry John Gauntlett a year later.

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

We wish you and your family a Blessed Merry Christmas 

                     and a Safe and Happy New Year!

Hymn: “Once In Royal David’s City”  (Page 155 Red Hymnal)
 Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexander | Henry John Gauntlett IRBY

 CCLI Song # 197156 CCLI License # 2572107  Public Domain
Verse 1  Once in royal David's city
Stood a lowly cattle shed
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed
Mary was that mother mild
Jesus Christ her little Child
Verse 2   He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all
And His shelter was a stable
And His cradle was a stall
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior holy
Verse 3   Jesus is our childhood's pattern
Day by day like us He grew
He was little weak and helpless
Tears and smiles like us He knew
And He feeleth for our sadness
And He shareth in our gladness
Verse 4   And our eyes at last shall see Him
Thro’ His own redeeming love
For that Child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above
And He leads His children on
To the place where He has gone
Link for Hymn “Once In Royal David’s City”: (Pg. 155)

https://youtu.be/xkZnp-uXSYU?t=1  (No singing)
https://youtu.be/Q13ZnKT5PbI?t=1 

(This is like our hymnal but has no verses on screen, there is singing)
WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to Bonita Heddings & family as her sister Charlotte went to be with the Lord on Dec. 22. We pray God surrounds them with his loving presence and arms of comfort and peace.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #50
            
December 26, 2021          

“Putting On Jesus”

   
      
                       1st Sunday After Christmas
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: Praise the Lord, all the earth, from the highest heights to the deepest depths!
P: Let everything sing and shout praise to the Creator!
L: Praise the Lord, all the heavens and starry host!
P: All throughout the universe may praise to God abound!
L: Come, let us joyfully praise God!
P: Let us live our praise in deeds of loving kindness. AMEN.
Invocation:

God, who walks with each one of us, help us to place our trust in your guiding care for us as we gather to learn the great lessons of living in peaceful community with each other. Prepare us to be witnesses of your love and forgiveness. Make us ready to work for you in your creation; for we ask this in the name of Jesus, your beloved Son. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Responsive: Psalm 148
Gospel: Luke 2:41-52
*New Testament: Colossians 3:12-17
Meditation:

“Putting On Jesus”

When I was younger I used to love getting T-shirts from places I visited. T-shirts were just super comfortable for me and having something to remind me of my experiences in those places made them extra special. Every time I put one on I was transported back to that place. Maybe you have a favorite sweater or sweat shirt. Maybe a favorite piece of clothing because of who gave it to you. Sometimes clothes can be frustrating. They’re either too big or too small. Maybe they used to fit but have become too tight, worn out, or falling apart. Sometimes we want a new wardrobe because we want to change how we feel about ourselves.


This time of year, as we approach New Years, we often turn our thoughts to changes we want to make; resolutions for the new year. We might want to change our physical appearance. Perhaps we want to take our health more seriously and begin adjustments to our activity level and diet. We might want to change our car, homes, or other material possessions. We might want more financial security and invest more into our retirement accounts. Maybe our focus is on our relationships and want to improve how we relate to the ones most important to us. Maybe our desire is to go deeper in our relationship with God. How do we go deeper?


Luke’s text for this week invites us to consider Jesus at 12 years old as he visits Jerusalem with his parents. We don’t know much about Jesus’s childhood beyond the birth narratives and these few verses. One thing Jesus says that is striking when his parents question why he left them is; “I must be about the things of my Father,” (Luke 2:49). Even at that young age Jesus knew his relationship with God was important.


In the text from Colossians, Paul holds Jesus up as a template for how to pattern our lives. But more than just a pattern, Paul tells us we clothe ourselves with the virtues that Jesus lived out in his life. Paul tells us to “put on Christ.” We are to clothe ourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 


Tenderhearted mercy is about having empathy for others. Not just sympathy or feeling badly for someone who’s going through hardship. It’s about putting ourselves in the place of the other and acting towards them the way we would want to be treated in a similar situation. Kindness is related to this, but nuanced a bit.


I remember a year ago or so waiting in a drive-thru lane at McDonald’s. It was a busy, rush hour time, so the line was a bit long. It was also during the Christmas season. When I got to the window to pay for my order, the attendant told me that the person ahead of me had paid for my order. With a huge grin she told me that the six or so cars ahead of me had all done the same thing, passing on the kindness. Of course I paid for the person behind me. It’s little acts of kindness like that which are so meaningful for those receiving them. 


Humility can be a misunderstood term. It sometimes gets confused and muddied with humiliation. Humility is defined by Merriam-Webster’s dictionary as; “the quality or state of not thinking you are better than other people : the quality or state of being humble.” Another way to think of humility is “freedom from pride and arrogance.” Jesus certainly embodied humility in so many ways in his interactions with others. 


Gentleness is related to these others in that it calls us to do our best to do no harm, whether physical, emotional, or spiritual to another person. Gentleness calls us to restrain ourselves from using all our power we have when we could. Do I dare quote from a Spiderman movie? “With great power, comes great responsibility.” Gentleness calls us to use our power to help and not harm. 


Patience may be one of the most difficult of virtues, especially in our instant society with instant access to news, information and such. I used to resonate with the quote “I want patience, and I want it now!” Others have warned not to pray for patience because inevitably God will make you wait. Perhaps the better prayer is to pray for God’s peace to fill you in the midst of waiting. 


Along with these Christ-like virtues, Paul tells us to bear with one another, to make allowances for each other’s faults through forgiveness. There might be more to someone’s story that you don’t or couldn’t know. Jesus certainly embodied forgiveness, especially from the cross as he prayed that God would forgive his executioners as they were ignorant of the things they were doing. 


Above all these things, like a jacket to wear over our other clothes, we are to put on love. The kind of love God has for us demonstrated in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. It’s a love that’s unconditional. There’s no strings attached. It’s a love based on our willingness to commit to another, not based on what they can do for us, or even if they like us, but based in the reality that they too are created in the image of God. When we have this kind of love, one that embraces and embodies mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, and forgiveness, then the peace of Christ can rule in our hearts instead of fear and anxiety. We can and should do all this with thankfulness as we let the words of Jesus live in our hearts. 


I’ll close with this admonition and invitation from Paul: Colossians 2:6-7   6 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to live in obedience to him.  7 Let your roots grow down into him and draw up nourishment from him, so you will grow in faith, strong and vigorous in the truth you were taught. Let your lives overflow with thanksgiving for all he has done.


May this be a year where we go deeper into Christ together. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord, it's only a few days after the Christmas celebration and we are exhausted. People have come and gone; gatherings are winding down; we are being reminded of the “normalcy" of life returning to us. We don't want to go there just yet. We want to linger in the warmth of the season. Forgive us when we don't seem to feel your warmth in our lives all the time. Forgive us when we assign warmth only to Christmas, and then to Easter and seem to dwell on the mundane the rest of the time. Give us courage to live as people of the Light, those who find your comforting, encouraging presence in our lives at all times.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

As the Son of God came unto the world, let us, his brothers and sisters go into the world, giving thanks for life in word and deed, and growing in love for God and neighbor. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
