                             Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #40
                 *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Aaron Herb; Mary Cooke; Laurel Guertin; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Janette Leitzel; Donna Donahue; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; 
Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Waylon Leonard; Sheri Jones; Jeffery Harrison; Pastor Stanley Helm; Dee Portez
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
 [image: image1.emf]


  SUNDAY DECEMBER 27, 2020
 First Sunday of Christmas
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

December 27, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
First Sunday of Christmas
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  The Magi waited and watched, knowing something wondrous would be happening.

P:  We waited for the birth of Jesus; now something wondrous is about to take root.

L:  The darkness that invaded all lives was banished by the light of that star.

P:  The darkness that surrounds us is gone!
L:   Let us celebrate the bright shining of God's love in our lives.
P:  Let us become those who will bring the light of God's love to others. AMEN.
Invocation
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 61:10-62:3               (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 148  (Responsive)   (See Insert or Page 860 Blue Hymnal)      
New Testament: Galatians 4:4-7                 (See Insert)  
*Gospel:  Luke 2:22-40                               (See Insert)
Music -        “Joy to the World”                 See Insert or Page 125                                                          

Meditation -         “Lives Lived in Hope”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”   See Insert or Page 133
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on the First Sunday of Christmas! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
********************************************************
2020 CHURCH DIRECTORY is available. You may pick it up when you come to church (one per household). Copies are also available on the time capsule between the double set of doors at the church main entrance. We will mail a copy if you wish.
2021 Offering Envelopes are in the narthex and can be picked up when you come to church or during office hours. (Call church office (717-896-3118) when you will pick envelopes up, we will put them out between double doors at front entrance for no contact pick up or we can mail them if you inform us which way you prefer. 

                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
      No Sunday School but limited activities at this time. 
Dec. 27 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          1st Sunday After Christmas      

Jan.    1  - New Year’s Day - Happy New Year! Church offices closed
Jan.    3 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online                     
        2nd Sunday After Christmas - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

____________________________________________________________________________

POINSETTIAS You may pick up your poinsettia after the service on Christmas Eve. 
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 3, 2021​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 17, 2021.
VALLEYS ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on Sunday January 17, 2021 immediately following 10:15AM In-Person Worship Service. 
History of  Hymn “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”   
Wesley, who had written the original version as "Hymn for Christmas-Day," had requested and received slow and solemn music for his lyrics, which has since largely been discarded. Moreover, Wesley's original opening couplet is "Hark! how all the welkin rings/Glory to the King of Kings". The popular version is the result of alterations by various hands, notably by Whitefield, who changed the opening couplet to the familiar one, and by Felix Mendelssohn, whose melody was used for the lyrics.  In 1840—a hundred years after the publication of  Hymns and 

Sacred Poems — Mendelssohn composed a cantata to commemorate Johann Gutenberg's invention of movable type printing, and it is music from this cantata, adapted by the English musician William H. Cummings to fit the lyrics of "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing", that propels the carol known today.
                            SCRIPTURE READINGS:
1st Reading - Old Testament Isaiah 61:10-62:3    (NLT)
10 I am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God! For he has dressed me with the clothing of salvation and draped me in a robe of righteousness. I am like a bridegroom dressed for his wedding
or a bride with her jewels. 
11 The Sovereign Lord will show his justice to the nations of the world. Everyone will praise him! His righteousness will be like a garden in early spring, with plants springing up everywhere. 62 Because I love Zion, I will not keep still. Because my heart yearns for Jerusalem, I cannot remain silent. I will not stop praying for her until her righteousness shines like the dawn, and her salvation blazes like a burning torch. 
2 The nations will see your righteousness. World leaders will be blinded by your glory. And you will be given a new name by the Lord’s own mouth.  
3 The Lord will hold you in his hand for all to see—
 a splendid crown in the hand of God.
      2nd Reading - Psalm 148 (Responsive) Pg. 860 Blue Hymnal (NRSV) 
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
2 Praise him, all his angels;
    praise him, all his host!
3 Praise him, sun and moon;
    praise him, all you shining stars!
4 Praise him, you highest heavens,
    and you waters above the heavens!
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
    for he commanded and they were created.
6 He established them forever and ever;
    he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
    you sea monsters and all deeps,
8 fire and hail, snow and frost,
    stormy wind fulfilling his command!
2nd Reading - Psalm 148 (Responsive) Continued

9 Mountains and all hills,
    fruit trees and all cedars!
10 Wild animals and all cattle,
    creeping things and flying birds!
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
    princes and all rulers of the earth!
12 Young men and women alike,
    old and young together!
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
    for his name alone is exalted;
    his glory is above earth and heaven.
14 He has raised up a horn for his people,
    praise for all his faithful,
    for the people of Israel who are close to him.
    Praise the Lord!
3rd Reading - New Testament Galatians 4:4-7 (NLT)
4 But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 
5 God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own children. 
6 And because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” 
7 Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child.

      And since you are his child, God has made you his heir.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Luke 2:22-40 (NLT)
22 Then it was time for their purification offering, as required by the law of Moses after the birth of a child; so his parents took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. 23 The law of the Lord says, “If a woman’s first child is a boy, he must be dedicated to the Lord.” 24 So they offered the sacrifice required in the law of the Lord—“either a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 25 At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him 26 and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 That day the Spirit led him to the 
Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, 28 Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, 29 “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. 30 I have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared for all people. 32 He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!” 33 Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. 35 As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.” 36 Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died when they had been married only seven years. 37 Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. 38 She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem. 39 When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of the law of the Lord, they returned home to Nazareth in Galilee. 40 There the child grew up healthy and strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God’s favor was on him.
Hymn: “Joy to the World (Antioch) (Page 125 Red Hymnal)
           Page 125 Red Hymnal)   Public Domain
George Frideric Handel | Isaac Watts

CCLI Song # 24016 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav'n and nature sing
And heav'n and nature sing
And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing
Verse 2  Joy to the earth the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy
Verse 3  No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found
Far as far as the curse is found
Verse 4  He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders wonders of His love
Link for Hymn “Joy to the World”:
GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from Valleys church office.
Attendance for Dec. 20: In-person- 22;   Face book online- 79 views as of Dec. 22nd;  (Dec. 13 Face book online 52 views as of Dec. 22nd.)  
Hymn: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” (Page 133 Red Hymnal)
 (MENDELSSOHN)    Public Domain
 Charles Wesley | Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy | William Hayman Cummings   CCLI Song # 6152875  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1    Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn king
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic hosts proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn king
Verse 2    Christ by highest heaven adored
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold him come
Offspring of the virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh the godhead see
Hail the incarnate deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn king
Verse 3    Hail the heaven born prince of peace
Hail the son of righteousness
Light and life to all he brings
Risen with healing in his wings
Mild he lay his glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the songs of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark the herald angels sings
Glory to the newborn king
       Link for Hymn “Hark! the Herald Angels sing”
       (Kid’s Choir Jan. 13, 2015 Neighborhood Church video on Google)
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #40              December 27, 2020                       “Lives Lived in Hope”

   
      
     1st Sunday of Christmas – Merry Christmas!

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: The Magi waited and watched, knowing something wondrous would be happening.

P: We waited for the birth of Jesus; now something wondrous is about to take root.
L: The darkness that invaded all lives was banished by the light of that star.

P: The darkness that surrounds us is gone!
L: Let us celebrate the bright shining of God's love in our lives.

P: Let us become those who will bring the light of God's love to others. AMEN.
Invocation:
Lord of mercy and joy, You have given to us the blessing of your Son Jesus who will make known your presence, forgiveness, and love to each one of us. Be with us this day and keep our hearts and minds open to receive your love and peace. Enable each of us to be people of joy and hope as we encounter others. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Isaiah 61:10- 62:3
Psalm: Psalm 148
New Testament: Galatians 4:4-7
*Gospel: Luke 2:22-40
Meditation:

“Lives Lived in Hope”


I think it’s fair to say that if you are a hunter or fisherman you live your life in perpetual hope. I think of the number of times I’ve gone fishing where the only bites I got were mosquito bites, and yet I go out some more hoping that the next time will produce a fish. We may joke that we ‘suffer’ for our passions, but we all know that it is not real suffering; certainly like the kind of suffering that two of the people we encounter in this week’s Gospel text went through. Through Simeon and Anna we see examples of people who waited. And not only did they wait through oppressive times, they held out hope because of their relationship with God. They were living rightly with God because they hoped and believed deeply in God’s faithfulness and unrelenting love. 


Eight days after Jesus was born, Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem to undergo certain purification rites. These rites were necessary after childbirth so that they could worship at the temple and attend synagogue in their home town. And as Joseph and Mary were devout Jews trying to live in good relationship with God, they went to fulfill the law’s requirements. It was during this trip that they met two extraordinary people; Simeon and Anna.


Luke tells us that Simeon was a devout man who had a very intimate relationship with God. He was a pious man, meaning he had a very vibrant devotional life, and probably had some standing within the community in Jerusalem. He lived a life of patient hope in the midst of Israel’s sufferings. He had been promised by God, through the Holy Spirit that he would meet God’s promised Messiah before he died. On the day that Mary, Joseph, and Jesus went to the temple, Simeon had been led by the Holy Spirit to go to the temple. Imagine Simeon’s anticipation as he wondered at what he was about to witness. He was about to experience the fulfilling of God’s centuries old promise in unlikely circumstance. The Messiah as an infant, born into a poor family from a back woods, hole in the wall town of ill repute. 


Simeon responds to this divinely orchestrated meeting with Spirit-inspired words. Simeon pronounces words of redemption to Israel saying that their Savior had come to them. But that word wasn’t just for Israel as Simeon reveals that this Savior would be not just for Israel as God had promised, but would be for all people, Jews and Gentiles alike. Joseph and Mary’s jaws must have hit the ground at Simeon’s words. They had wondered and even dared hope that the angel’s words to them were true, and now they have another confirmation of God’s promise fulfilled through Simeon’s words. 


But the words he shares with Mary are a mixed blessing. Jesus’s life would be marked by rejection from some, but deep joy for many others. How would Mary have received that message? What might have gone through her thoughts as she pondered his words? And if that weren’t enough of a jolt to her thoughts, Simeon goes on to say that with Jesus’s mixed reception and impact on the lives of others, Mary would ‘have a sword pierce her heart.’ We know Mary witnessed all this in her life with Jesus. She saw the miracles. She saw the adulation of the crowds. But she also saw Jesus’s rejection by many as well, even from her own family. And the culmination of all her pain broke upon her at Jesus’s crucifixion at Calvary. I imagine that Simeon’s words must have come flooding back to Mary at various points in her life as she walked along side her son. 


While Simeon was talking with Joseph and Mary we meet another person who had been waiting in patient hopefulness; Anna. She was at the temple, too. Luke tells us that she was a prophet although considering the status of women in 1st century Israel, this role was most likely an informal one based on God’s gifts than in a formal position in the temple. We know she was in her eighties and had been widowed many years. We know she was a pious person devoted to a life of prayer. Her response to meeting the holy family was also to burst out in praise to God. In fact, she is so overjoyed that she tells everyone she knows who has been awaiting God’s promised Messiah that he was, in fact, now here. I can only imagine that Joseph and Mary’s response to these two amazing people would have left them flabbergasted. But I’m also sure that they soon got over their speechlessness and had plenty to discuss on their journey back to Nazareth. And that’s just what they did. As soon as the requirements of the law were fulfilled they headed home. 


Anna and Simeon reflect Israel’s long history of waiting in their own lives. Abraham waited to see God’s fulfillment of his promise to turn him into a father of many nations, something he never did see while on earth. Moses’s story was one of waiting too. He was forty years old when he fled Egypt after killing an Egyptian for abusing a Hebrew slave. He was eighty when he heard God’s call to him from the burning bush. And after leading the Hebrew slaves out of Egypt and wandering in the Sinai wilderness, he finally died at 120 years old. King David had to wait 15 years from the time he was anointed to be Israel’s king, to when he could actually take the throne after the death of Saul. And then the people of Israel have to wait over 1,000 years through horrible kings, exiles, foreign occupations, before their promised Messiah finally arrives in the person of Jesus Christ. 


So, how are you doing at waiting on God to fulfill his promises to us? How are we doing at waiting on unanswered prayer? If you’re anything like me I find it hard to wait. I worry and grow anxious. Then the worry and anxiety can turn to depression. And if I don’t attend to those feelings in healthy ways they can lead to bitterness and anger. So, how do we wait in God honoring ways? How do we express frustration and disappointment in the waiting and silence? Scripture gives us several good models to follow.


We do well to retell and remember the stories of God’s faithfulness in the past. Telling and remembering reminds us that God has not forgotten or abandoned us, even though it may feel like it. How has God been faithful to you? Remember to always give thanks for that.


We also have the example of people in scripture who used complaint and lament as ways of being honest with God about their feelings. Job lamented his pain and loss, but never turned his back on God. Lament is simply stating things are not as they should be or how we would like them to be. It may be about illness, financial struggles, relationships that have grown stale or broken, injustices, and so on. In lament, we are agreeing with God that things are not right and praying for him to change things according to his will. We see this same form in many of the Psalms. The psalmist will acknowledge and lament some ‘evil’ going on and ask God to intervene. What is important to note is that even in the lament, the psalmist always gives praise to God and acknowledges God’s sovereignty in all things. 


It’s also important to distinguish between complaint/lament from grumbling. As I stated above, complaint and lament are ways of being honest with God about our frustration that things are not as they should be, or as we would want them. Grumbling is when we take the complaint and lament and turn it into blame towards God. It’s when we talk behind someone’s back to another person because we don’t like what they’ve done or said. It’s an attitude of thinking that we’re right and everyone else, including God, is wrong. Grumbling is having an attitude that circumstances or people need to change, and we do not. Lament and complaint, by contrast, is still wanting things to be different, but recognizing that it may be us that needs to change, and having the willingness to be changed. 


May we be reminded of the examples of Simeon and Anna that lives lived in hope of God’s faithfulness will one day be rewarded, even if it’s on the other side of eternity. May we remember that God’s timetable is not ours and that calls for patience. Wait patiently. Wait hopefully surrounded by the knowledge that you are deeply loved by the Father of Jesus. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
God of mystery and love, help us move from the sweet experience of the birth of the Christ Child into the reality of the powerful witness of Jesus who will be Messiah for us all. Remind us again that this season is not about bows and boxes, feasts and family; it is about preparing us, your people, for a mission and ministry of hope and peace for this aching and angry world. Empower us to be people of great faith, placing our trust in you, believing that peace is not only possible, it can truly happen if we will work with you and with one another. Let us take a moment of silence to lift friends, loved ones, and all in need to the Lord. 

[A moment of silence.]

As we have spoken in our hearts our concerns for those near and dear to us, remind us that you hear these prayers, and you respond with love to each one. Let us be in prayer with one another, for one another, for our church and our community, for our nation and our world, for all earth’s people and creatures, that we may be those who promote peace. Give us courage and strength. Help us reach across areas that divide, offering compassionate assistance wherever it is needed. Bless each one of us in your service, for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.

[The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:

The Lord is with you as you leave this place today. Nothing will happen to us this week that God is not aware of, nor that God cannot help us with as no other. Go, then, in the full confidence and hope of God’s loving presence, and  in the peace that provides the quiet collectedness of the inner life so exemplified by Simeon and Anna. For it is through God the Father we live, in Christ Jesus we are redeemed, by the Holy Spirit we are led and kept until we meet again. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
