       Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #47
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust & Holly Landvater; Ann Cooper; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Dee Rebuck; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker;  Kevin/Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Baby Alaina; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Deb Polak; Ellen Snyder; Ty & Lana Shoop; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Brinley Ehrenfeuchter; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave;  Henry Hassinger
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
[image: image1.emf]


    SUNDAY DECEMBER 5, 2021

                 Second Sunday of Advent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
December 5, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday of Advent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
    Prelude    
Announcements                                                     Dave Novinger
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                              Dave Novinger           
L:  A voice cries out in the wilderness:
    “Prepare the way of the Lord!”
P:  Make God’s paths straight.
 L:  Every valley will be filled, and every mountain will be leveled.

P:  The crooked will be made straight.
L:  The rough and rocky ways will be smoothed.

P:  All will see the salvation of God.

L:  See the light from on high. The dawn is breaking.

P:  The Lord is coming! The Lord is coming!
Invocation     

                                                           Dave Novinger  
We have prepared our homes, and our gifts, Lord, but we need help in preparing our spirits to receive your message of Peace. Free us from the stresses and strains of this time, and place your peace which passes all our understanding in our hearts. For we ask this in Jesus' Name. AMEN.                                                           
Advent Reading                           (Reader to be announced)                 
 We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

Advent means coming.

We are preparing ourselves for the days…
            (Light Blue Advent candle)

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

The leopard shall lie down with the kid,

The calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

And a little child shall lead them.

Let us walk in the light of the Lord.
  Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Test.:  Malachi 3:1-4       (See Insert)              Gerry Wiest
Gospel: Luke 1:68-79             (See Insert)              Pastor
New Testament: Philippians 1:3-11  (See Insert)  Carol Knight                             
Music -       “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful”     Pg. 119 
*Gospel:  Luke 3:1-6                    (See Insert)          Pastor
Sermon  -                 “Prepare the Way”                
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion                       
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION                                         

   Music -                      “Joy to the World”                    Pg. 125
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.   5 - 9:00AM - Sunday School (Adult S. S. in Meeting Room)
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          2nd Sunday of Advent - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

Dec. 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School  (Adult S. S. in Meeting Room)
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

3rd Sunday of Advent

Dec. 14 - 5:30-6:30  - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday December 9th 
Dec. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School (Adult S. S. in Meeting Room)
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               4th Sunday of Advent
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728-2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 - 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 - 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 - 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570- every other Fri. 6-7:30PM.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN: Gifts with the angels (please wrap gifts) must be returned by Sunday December 12th or before.  If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger or call the church office 717-896-3118.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday December 14th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken, baked potato, corn, salad, fruit salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Dec. 9th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
CHRISTMAS CARDS: Valleys Christmas mail box is in the church foyer from Dec. 1st to Dec. 19th for Christmas cards.  Cards are on the tables in the back of the sanctuary.  Please check each time you come into church for your cards.  Addresses for shut-ins, members and friends who are still not coming to church will be in bulletin in December (addresses aren’t posted on our church website online for privacy and security reasons). Please call church office (717-896-3118) or email valleysecc@verizon.net the church office if you need someone’s address.
WORSHIP SERVICE: We welcome you today December 5th the Second Sunday of Advent! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are still available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website.
COMMUNION SERVERS for Sun. Dec. 5:  Scott Miller and other server to be announced.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL will meet in the Meeting room (Senior Center room) for December.
                        SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - O. Test.: Malachi 3:1-4 (NLT)
3 “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. Then the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger of the covenant, whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.
2 “But who will be able to endure it when he comes? Who will be able to stand and face him when he appears? For he will be like a blazing fire that refines metal, or like a strong soap that bleaches clothes. 3 He will sit like a refiner of silver, burning away the dross. He will purify the Levites, refining them like gold and silver, so that they may once again offer acceptable sacrifices to the Lord. 4 Then once more the Lord will accept the offerings brought to him by the people of Judah and Jerusalem, as he did in the past.
2nd Reading -Gospel: Luke 1:68-79 (NLT)
68 “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel,
    because he has visited and redeemed his people.
69 He has sent us a mighty Savior
    from the royal line of his servant David,
70 just as he promised through his holy prophets long ago.
71 Now we will be saved from our enemies
    and from all who hate us.
72 He has been merciful to our ancestors
    by remembering his sacred covenant—
73 the covenant he swore with an oath to our ancestor Abraham.
74 We have been rescued from our enemies
    so we can serve God without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness for as long as we live.
76 “And you, my little son,
    will be called the prophet of the Most High,
    because you will prepare the way for the Lord.
77 You will tell his people how to find salvation
    through forgiveness of their sins.
78 Because of God’s tender mercy,
    the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us,
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of peace.”
3rd Reading -N. Testament Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 (NLT)
3 Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. 4 Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, 5 for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now. 6 And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. 7 So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you have a special place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of the Good News. 8 God knows how much I love you and long for you with the tender compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep on growing in knowledge and understanding. 10 For I want you to understand 
3rd Reading -N. T. Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 (NLT) (Continued)
what really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. 11 May you always be filled with the 
fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God.
 *Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Luke 3:1-6 (NLT)
3 It was now the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, the Roman emperor. Pontius Pilate was governor over Judea; Herod Antipas was ruler over Galilee; his brother Philip was ruler over Iturea and Traconitis; Lysanias was ruler over Abilene. 2 Annas and Caiaphas were the high priests. At this time a message from God came to John son of Zechariah, who was living in the wilderness. 3 Then John went from place to place on both sides of the Jordan River, preaching that people should be baptized to show that they had repented of their sins and turned to God to be forgiven. 4 Isaiah had spoken of John when he said, “He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him! 5 The valleys will be filled, and the mountains and hills made level. The curves will be straightened, and the rough places made smooth. 6 And then all people will see the salvation sent from God.’”
              SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 *********************************************************

MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

History of hymn “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful” (Page 119):   Johannes D. Falk wrote the first stanza in 1816, to go with two others of his own. But for the present English hymn, only his first stanza is used, and two anonymous ones have been added. The tune, also called O Sanctissima (O most holy) is of unknown origin. German powt Johann Herder heard it on a trip to Italy, 1788-89, linked to a Catholic hymn in praise of Mary. It’s first use with an English hymn followed several years later.  The lovely carol celebrates Christmas as the time when God’s grace, love, and peace were revealed, or were extend to man, through the coming of Christ. Once, in the Bible, all three qualities are mentioned in a single verse, “Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love” (2 John 1:3).
History of hymn “Joy to the World” (Page 125): Joy to the World was written in 1719 by Isaac Watts. Watts, a Methodist Minister wrote the song as lyrical adaptation of Psalm 98. The song was first published in The Psalms of David: Imitated in the language of the New Testament in 1719. Joy to the World is meant to glorify the return of Christ and for all nations to celebrate that God has brought salvation to the world. Amazingly, Joy to the World was never written to be a Christmas song. It is a song that was written to celebrate the second coming of Christ. Isaac Watts had intended the song to be sung year round and not just during Advent. There is no precise date or recorded reason why this song became so popular only at Christmas. The music to accompany this song was once thought to have been written by Frederick Handel. Most scholars today refute this claim. Some parts of the song are similar to Handel's The Messiah but the historical ties to him are weak at best. Today, most scholars believe that the music was actually composed by Lowell Mason in 1839. Mason was a prominent hymn writer during his life and spent much of his time studying and being inspired by the works of the Masters. It is also believed that Mason may have "borrowed" notes from Handel's, The Messiah to compose Joy to the World.
While there is no historical reference explaining why Joy to the World has evolved into a Christmas song, it is easy to understand as you listen to it. This song is filled with the positive and uplifting message about the return of Christ. The emphasis that the lyrcist, Mason uses with his exclamations (Joy!) to emphasize celebratory nature of the song makes it a perfect fit for the Christmas season.
Hymn: “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful” (Page 119 Red Hymnal) 

  (O SANCTISSIMA)                                            
Johannes D. Falk, stanza 1, Source unknown, stanza 3; translated by Henry Katterjohn Music: Tattrsall’s Psalmody, 1794 | Words Used by permission of The United Church Press       Public Domain
Verse 1  O thou joyful, O thou wonderful
       Grace revealing Christmas tide!

       Jesus came to win us From all sin within us:

      Glorify the holy Child!      
Verse 2  O thou joyful, O thou wonderful
      Love revealing Christmas tide!

      Loud hosannas singing And all praises bringing:

      May thy love with us abide!
Verse 3   O thou joyful, O thou wonderful
Peace revealing Christmas tide!

Darkness disappeareth, God’s own light now neareth:

Peace and joy to all betide! 
Links for hymn:  “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful”:  

DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you. Pocket size (regular print) December, January, February 2021/2022, and (Large Print) October, November, December 2021 devotionals are available on top of cabinet at front door entrance.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Nov. 28 was 32.
Face book views for Nov. 28 was 44.

Face book views for Nov. 21 was ​60.
Hymn: “Joy to the World (ANTIOCH)

           Page 125 Red Hymnal)   Public Domain
George Frideric Handel | Isaac Watts

CCLI Song # 24016 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav'n and nature sing
And heav'n and nature sing
And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing
Verse 2  Joy to the earth the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy
Verse 3  No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found
Far as far as the curse is found
Verse 4  He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders, wonders of His love
Link for Hymn “Joy to the World”:

TOYS  FOR TOTS  will be using the social hall to sort toys  Dec. 6th thru Dec. 17th during church office hours. If anyone wishes to help sort toys, please see Donna Novinger so we can inform the co-coordinator of Toys for Tots. Toys will be distributed on Saturday Dec. 18th. 
BUS TRIP to Sight and Sound to see Queen Esther Wed. Dec. 15 (one day trip). Cost is $152 per person; cost includes lunch at Hershey Farm Restaurant, ticket for 3:00pm show, transportation and bus driver’s gratuity. Pick up will be at Valleys church, Halifax. For more information or to register, call Pat Hoffman at 717-692-3429.
PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the Covid cases, we will not have a Children’s Christmas Program during Sunday School this year.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – Join us on Friday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  We are using battery operated flickering candles for the candlelight service. Holy Communion will be administered during the service in pews as we have been doing. 
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 2, 2022​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 16, 2022.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 16, 2022 following 10:15AM Worship Service.

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 19, 2022.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 23, 2022 during Worship Service.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #47 
                 December 5, 2021                        “Prepare The Way”

   
      
                        2nd Sunday of Advent
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: A voice cries out in the wilderness:
    “Prepare the way of the Lord!”
P: Make God’s paths straight.
L: Every valley will be filled,
     and every mountain will be leveled.
P: The crooked will be made straight.
L: The rough and rocky ways will be smoothed.
P: All will see the salvation of God.
L: See the light from on high. The dawn is breaking.
P: The Lord is coming! The Lord is coming!
Invocation:

We have prepared our homes, and our gifts, Lord, but we need help in preparing our spirits to receive your message of Peace. Free us from the stresses and strains of this time, and place your peace which passes all our understanding in our hearts. For we ask this in Jesus' Name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-4
Gospel: Luke 1:68-79
New Testament: Philippians 1:3-11
*Gospel: Luke 3:1-6
Meditation:

“Prepare The Way”


The Holiday Season, of which I include Thanksgiving and Christmas, are chock full of preparations. We prepare for meals and all that we want to include in our feasting, both guests and dishes. We make lists of gifts we want to give and to whom we want to give them. We schedule visits, holiday concerts, send Christmas cards, make travel plans and so on. It becomes a flurry of activity, busy-ness, and chaos. Many of us need vacations just to recover from the frantic pace of the season. As a result, it becomes really easy to miss the most important preparation of all: our hearts to be open to the presence of Jesus. 


Our readings for this week are all about preparation. Through the prophets, God had been preparing his people for the fulfilment of the promise of the coming Messiah. The people of Israel and Judah had been languishing in exile for decades. Then, after they returned to the land of Israel, they were then conquered first by the Greeks, and later the Romans. Many had lost hope that God would remember his promise and restore Israel to the nation they once were. God had not forgotten. God was waiting for just the right time for the forerunner of the Messiah to begin his ministry. A ministry of preparation. 


The readings from Luke, both chapter 1 and 3, reveal the Messiah’s forerunner – John the Baptist. Luke tells of John’s miraculous conception, born to an elderly couple, the mother, Elizabeth, having been barren to this point. John’s father, Zechariah, was silenced by God for his disbelief in God’s promise of a son. Zechariah’s voice is restored when he declares that his son is named ‘John’ at God’s direction. Zechariah goes on to prophesy about John’s role in heralding the coming Messiah. A big part of John’s ministry was to help people prepare by being baptized and returning to God (repentance). 


One of the hallmarks of Luke’s writings (Luke, Acts) is his attention to historical detail. He sets his narrative in known historical settings so that future readers would know the time period to which he’s referring. In the reading from chapter 3 Luke makes clear who is in power and where. There’s a sharp contrast between the earthly political powers and what was happening in human affairs, with the ‘word of God’ coming to an obscure hermit living in the desert. While human powers were at work trying to control and shape their world into the vision they had for it, God was on the move in a subversive, countermove to control and shape his world according to what he wanted it to be. John is the one whom the prophet Isaiah wrote about concerning the time before the coming Messiah: 

 "A voice of one calling in the desert, `Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth.  6 And all mankind will see God's salvation

In ancient times, the coming arrival of a military commander or king was filled with preparation for this event. Part of that was making sure the ‘roads’ were ready. Today we might think of filling in pot holes, or going to the length of resurfacing the road. We might think back to the days in our own country when the great interstates were being laid. Mountain sides had to be blasted. Gorges had to be filled in. Bridges had to be built. All this so that the roadbed would be as easy to use as possible. Through the prophets Luke is reminding us that we need to be ready for God’s coming presence. And how do we get ready? 


John’s message was pretty straight forward: Repent and be baptized. The first part of getting ready is repentance. Somehow we’ve managed to reduce the nature of repentance to simply feeling sorry, or saying, “I’m sorry” when we’ve done something wrong. The biblical understanding of repentance is something much richer and deeper. It has the meaning of turning from one direction and heading in the exact opposite direction. When our lives are filled with a focus on one’s self, of fulfilling our wants, lusts, desires, at the expense and exclusion of anyone else, we are headed away from God. Repentance is turning from that selfish direction and all the actions associated with it, towards God and God’s desire for us. God’s desire is boiled down into two instructions: Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself. It’s a turn away from self to God and others. 


John goes on later to say that our lives should ‘bear the fruit of repentance.’ In other words, if we say we’ve repented and turned towards God, then our lives should show it. It’s not enough to say the right things, we also need to do the right things. Our behavior should reflect the inner change we claim has happened because we’ve repented. 


Once someone repented, John then called on them to be baptized as a sign of their intention to live a life that reflected God’s forgiveness. We need to note that John’s baptism was not what we understand to be Christian baptism. Christian baptism is our identification in a public act with Christ, his death, and resurrection. John’s baptism was to be a sign of a person’s repentance and God’s forgiving their sin because of that repentance. 


Preparing our lives for the arrival of God’s presence calls for us to reorient our lives back to Jesus Christ and his presence in our lives. His coming, and the subsequent coming of his kingdom was and is meant to upend our lives from the patterns and categories of our broken, fallen world to lives marked by God’s unrelenting, unconditional, all-pursuing love found in his Messiah, Jesus Christ. 


May we find grace to prepare our hearts and lives to receive Jesus’ presence yet again. May we find the strength to live lives of repentance that bear forth the fruit of God’s love. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord, if we see one more list of things to do, we think we might scream. We have made list after list, in preparation for the holiday season. We are shopping until we feel we might drop, we are baking, decorating, sending cards, planning festivities, going to concerts, school performances, getting ready for the church presentations. We are in a whirlwind of preparation. But what is easy to forget is to place your presence in our lives. You bring us hope and peace. You remind us that it is we who have created and succumbed to hectic schedules. Slow us down, Lord. Bring us again to those moments in which we are not running lists of obligations through our heads. 

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

As we have brought the names and needs of people near and dear to us into your presence for your healing and comfort, remind us that we also stand in need of your healing love. Help us to focus on you and the gift of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Help us to take a "big breath" and to exhale slowly, letting the anxiety and stress out. Fill our lives with your peace as we continue on this Advent journey. 
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

May your love overflow, rich and wholesome in the world. May you be found pure and blameless, having prepared a way and a place for the Lord in your hearts. May you reap the bountiful harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. Amen.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two.
