----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------               
            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #37
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Nicole Dadoun and Family of June Wiest; *Gloria Lisner, (Surgery, friend of Mary Cooke); *Rachael Bryson, (surgery  on Nov. 4); Susan Snyder; Janette Leitzel; Dave Guertin, (eye surgery); Kelly Shutt; Paul Enders; Donna Donahue; Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Novinger; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Colleen Bublitz; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Howard Bahner; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey;  Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Destiny Snyder; Dee Rebuck; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; People, health workers affected by Covid-19
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
[image: image1.emf]

                                
SUNDAY DECEMBER 6, 2020
                    Second Sunday of Advent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
December 6, 2020 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday of Advent

          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
    Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  In the middle of dark times, our Lord cries out:

P:  “Comfort, comfort my people!”
L:   When it seems as though we cannot see the light at the end of the tunnel,

P:   Our Lord says to us, “ Be at peace, for your time of difficulty has ended.”
L:   Lord, we await the time of comfort and peace!

ALL:   Gracious God, thank you for being so patient with us and for giving us second chances. Be with us today as we listen with our ears and our hearts for your healing words. AMEN.
Advent Reading                                             Pastor 

     (Light Blue Advent candle)
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1-11      (See Insert)

Psalm: Psalm 85    (Responsive)  (Page 822 Blue Hymnal or Insert)
New Testament: 2 Peter 3:8-15a    (See Insert) 
*Gospel:  Mark  1:1-8                    (See Insert) 
Music -  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”       Page 127                            

                  (In Blue Hymnal)   (See Note above)      
Meditation -     “Preparation: Peace”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

    Words of Assurance                                     

     HOLY COMMUNION 

    Music -   “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ”   Page 124
                                   (In Red Hymnal)  (See Note above)   
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Worship Service: We welcome you on the Second Sunday of Advent! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. Please inform the church office (717-896-3118) if you wish or do not wish to receive weekly devotions, either mailed or emailed (we need email address). We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
Attendance for Nov. 29: In-person - 30; Facebook online - 70 views as of Dec. 2. Online views for Nov. 22 - 51 views. 
CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.   6 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          2nd Sunday of Advent - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

Dec.   8 - 5:30-6:30  - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday December 7th  
Dec. 13 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

3rd Sunday of Advent

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday December 8th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Turkey, Filling, Sweet potatoes, Vegetable, Salad, Fruit cup, Dessert. Call church office to reserve meal by Dec. 7. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.







MISSION OFFERING donations (Sept. thru Dec.) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
Christmas Cards: Due to the pandemic this year, it has been recommended by Elders and approved by Council that each family should send/drop off one card to the entire church and it will be displayed. Please send cards directly to our shut-ins. 
If you wish to convey Christmas greetings to members of our congregation who are not coming to in-person church at this time, please send them a card directly or give them a phone call. We know you will understand the need for caution this year. 

Children Christmas Gifts must be returned today Sunday Dec. 6! Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts or donated toward gifts.

Links for “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WbAxoSjUqA  

      (piano version only)
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (5) - Bing video
 (click on video with Dec. 2, 2015 for singing version)

1st Reading - Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11

40 “Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God.2 “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem. Tell her that her sad days are gone and her sins are pardoned. Yes, the Lord has punished her twice over for all her sins.” 3 Listen! It’s the voice of someone shouting, “Clear the way through the wilderness for the Lord! Make a straight highway through the wasteland for our God! 4 Fill in the valleys, and level the mountains and hills. Straighten the curves, and smooth out the rough places. 5 Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all people will see it together. The Lord has spoken!” 6 A voice said, “Shout!” I asked, “What should I shout?” “Shout that people are like the grass. Their beauty fades as quickly as the flowers in a field. 7 The grass withers and the flowers fade beneath
the breath of the Lord. And so it is with people. 8 The grass withers and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands forever.” 9 O Zion, messenger of good news, shout from the mountaintops! Shout it louder, O Jerusalem. Shout, and do not be afraid. Tell the towns of Judah, “Your God is coming!” 10 Yes, the Sovereign Lord is coming in power. He will rule with a powerful arm. See, he brings his reward with him as he comes. 11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd. He will carry the lambs in his arms,
holding them close to his heart. He will gently lead the mother sheep with their young.
2nd Reading - Psalm 85  (Responsive Reading) In Blue Hymnal
1 Lord, you were favorable to your land;
    you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people;
    you pardoned all their sin.
3 You withdrew all your wrath;
    you turned from your hot anger.
4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
    and put away your indignation toward us.
5 Will you be angry with us forever?
    Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
6 Will you not revive us again,
    so that your people may rejoice in you?
7 Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
    and grant us your salvation.
2nd Reading - Psalm 85  (Responsive Reading) 
           In Blue Hymnal  (continued)

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
    for he will speak peace to his people,
    to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
    that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
    righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
    and righteousness will look down from the sky.
12 The Lord will give what is good,
    and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him,
    and will make a path for his steps.
     3rd Reading  -New Testament Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
8 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. 9 The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve judgment. 11 Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you should live, 12 looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he will set the heavens on fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames. 13 But we are looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness. 14 And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to be found living peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in his sight.  15 And remember, our Lord’s patience gives people time to be saved. This is what our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you with the wisdom God gave him—
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading;  Mark 1:1-8

1 This is the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. It began 2 just as the prophet Isaiah had written:
“Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, and he will prepare your way. 3 He is a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him!’”
4 This messenger was John the Baptist. He was in the wilderness and preached that people should be baptized to show that they had repented of their sins and turned to God to be forgiven. 5 All of Judea, including all the people of Jerusalem, went out to see and hear John. And when they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. 6 His clothes were woven from coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. For food he ate locusts and wild honey.7 John announced: “Someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not even worthy to stoop down like a slave and untie the straps of his sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit!”
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
              SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************
CHURCH DIRECTORY - We hope to have the new directory printed soon. 

                    The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Hymn: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  (Page 127 Blue Hymnal)

Gerard Moultrie Public Domain

CCLI Song # 154773 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand
Ponder nothing earthly minded
For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth
Our full homage to demand
Verse 2  King of kings yet born of Mary
As of old on earth He stood
Lord of lords in human vesture
In the body and the blood
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav'nly food
Verse 3   Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day
That the pow'rs of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away
Verse 4   At His feet the six winged seraph
Cherubim with sleepless eye
Veil their faces to the Presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry
Alleluia alleluia alleluia
Lord Most High
History of Hymn: “Come, thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”, written by Charles Wesley to commemorate the Nativity of Jesus and prepare for the Second Coming, to be sung during Advent and Christmas. In 1855 Spurgeon preached a sermon on the hymn to “illustrate his point that very few are “born king” and that Jesus was the only one who had been born king without being a prince.”
Hymn “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Verses, 1, 2  Page 124

Charles Wesley | Rowland Hugh Prichard                                       

      CCLI Song # 31999 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Come Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free
From our fears and sins release us
Let us find our rest in Thee
Israel's strength and consolation
Hope of all the earth Thou art
Dear desire of every nation
Joy of every longing heart
Verse 2   Born Thy people to deliver
Born a child and yet a King
Born to reign in us forever
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone
By Thine all sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne
Link to hymn:  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (2) - Bing video
(click on video with Dec. 2, 2015)
History of Advent Hymn “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”:

   (Page 127 in Blue Covenant Hymnal)
“Let all mortal flesh keep silence” is one of the earliest Christian hymns still in common usage. Its roots date to the fourth century and is based on the Greek text “Prayer of the Cherubic Hymn” in the Liturgy of St. James.  According to hymnologist Albert Bailey, the ancient Liturgy of St. James originated with the Church at Jerusalem and is sometimes called the Liturgy at Jerusalem. Originally it was thought to have been the work of James the Lesser, the brother of Jesus, but now seems to have been created under Cyril of Jerusalem c. 347 and was later amplified. Dr. Bailey explains the context of the original hymn: “In performance this liturgy leads up to the celebration of the Eucharist, our Communion. Since the Eucharist was an awesome rite in which, according to universal ancient belief, Christ was actually present under the guise of bread and wine, it should be approached only after due spiritual preparation.”
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #37
              December 6, 2020                         “Preparation: Peace”

   
      

       2nd Sunday of Advent: Peace 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: In the middle of dark times, our Lord cries out:
P: “Comfort, comfort my people!”
L: When it seems as though we cannot see the light at the end of the tunnel,
P: Our Lord says to us, “ Be at peace, for your time of difficulty has ended.”
L: Lord, we await the time of comfort and peace!
P: Lord, we are thankful for your compassion and never-failing love for us. AMEN.
Advent Candle Reading:

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. Advent means coming.

We are preparing ourselves for the days when…

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie down with the kid, The calf and the lion and the fatling together,  And a little child shall lead them. Let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Invocation:
As the voice cried out in the wilderness, God, you enter our lives and call to us to be open to hearing the cries of people who feel lost and alienated, who feel that no one cares or ever will care about them. We have been given that opportunity to reach out through the ministries and mission of our church bringing hope and peace to all. Get us ready to become pathways of peace and life-transforming love in your name. It is in the spirit of Jesus’ name that we pray. AMEN.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm: Psalm 85 #822 (Blue)
New Testament: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
*Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
Meditation:

“Preparation: Peace”


On February 5-7, 1978, the northeast part of the US, and in particular, New England was blanketed with up to 28 inches of snow in just over 36 hours. It was the middle of the work week and school was in session when the first flakes started to fly. What was supposed to be just a couple of inches turned into far more when the weather system stalled over New England. Snow fall increased to 2 plus inches an hour making it impossible for the snow plows to keep up. On top of that, schools and businesses let out early to give people a chance to get home, but it only created a gridlock that left cars stranded on the interstate for up to a week after the snow stopped. 

What I remember was being snowed in on our street for several days. Our cars were buried, and the snow was too deep to even walk down to the end of our dead-end street. We were stuck. Eventually a person on a snowmobile came down the street, packing snow and forming a path that could be walked on. It led to other, more traveled streets that were at least passible. After about 5 days we were able to walk to the convenience store to get milk and bread. We were also able to walk to my grandparents’ house to check in on them and enjoy hot meals and a fireplace as we had lost heat and electricity a couple of days after the storm ended. It wasn’t until about a week later that our street was finally plowed, and we could use the cars again. We needed both the snowmobiler and the snow plow to prepare the way for us, because we were most certainly, not prepared for what God had sent. 

In Mark’s reading for this week, he names some things that we should consider. What does ‘good news,’ or Gospel, mean for the people he was writing to, and what does it mean for us today? How do we prepare for this good news? And what can we learn from John the Baptist?

We often associate the word Gospel with the first four books of our New Testament; Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. But what exactly does Gospel mean? In the simplest terms it means, ‘good news.’ But a particular kind of good news. In 1st Century Israel, and other parts of the Roman Empire, ‘good news’ was brought as an announcement. It mostly was an announcement about a military victory and the promise and hope that those who went off to fight would be returning soon. So Mark’s use of the word Gospel is deliberately announcing God’s coming in victory, just as Isaiah had promised, in the person of God’s Messiah. But before the Messiah’s arrival, the way must be prepared. 

Mark clearly sees John the Baptist as a prophet in the same vein as the Old Testament prophets, especially Elijah. Elijah was considered to be the most significant prophet because of the way God used him to confront the wickedness that plagued Israel, and God wanting to call Israel back to himself before judgement fell. John the Baptist is doing the same thing: calling people to repent, or turn around. 

Repentance is a word which literally means to ‘turn around’, like a U-turn or 180. John saw repentance as a necessary first step to preparing for the coming Messiah. People were doing their own things. There were many different sects, political movements, sins, and diversions that had the vast majority of people lost from the path that God had first set them on. So the call to repentance was a call to turn back to God and his ways. And John’s call to embody this inward change was through the outward act of baptism. John’s baptism was not what we would consider baptism today simply because it was not signifying union with Christ. John’s baptism was more in line with a ceremonial cleansing wash that Jewish people would do in preparation to worship at the temple. It signified the person being baptized desire and choice to turn from sin and turn towards God. So part of the preparing the way for God’s Messiah was turning back to God in repentance so to be at peace with God and with others. 

John the Baptist understood his unique call from God. He understood that he was not the Messiah, but the one who would point the way to him. He approached his calling with confidence and humility. He was confident in God who had called him, and humble enough to know that he was only a messenger. What I suggest we can learn from John is this. Have confidence in God and God’s call for you to be witnesses of Jesus the Messiah, pointing the way to him in all you do and say. In your confidence in God, have humility in yourself knowing that we are all broken jars who have been put back together by the Potter. We are who we are only by the grace of God. 

As we continue in this Advent season, may God’s grace fill you as you prepare the way for the Light of the World, Jesus Christ to break into the world’s darkness. Remember that repentance is not a one-time event; it is an on-going choice to continually turn towards Jesus Christ. And as you experience peace with God through Jesus, may you be ambassadors of God’s peace to a world that continues in such turmoil. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Prayer of Confession (Holy Communion preparation):

Into the dark depths of our fear and anguish, you, O Lord, reach out to us. We need your guidance this day, for we have found it far too easy to stray into selfish pathways. We seek first our own comfort; we gather our toys and trinkets and proclaim that all is right with the world, yet our hearts feel strangely discomforted. Guide us and gather us, Lord. Teach us again to be people of peace and hope. Help us to cast off the mantle of greed and hatred. Forgive us for the many times when we have ignored the cries of those in need; when we have turned our backs on opportunities to help others. Forgive us, Lord. Touch our hearts and bring your bright light of salvation to them that we might turn again to you and in your love may be part of ministries of peace and justice. Help us again to hear the voice of one who cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord. Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” Bring to God in this moment of silence anything you need to bring to him that is burdening your heart. 
[A moment of silence.]
How things will change on the day of the coming of the Lord! Every valley will be lifted up and all the mountains will be made into a plain. Equality will exist for all God’s people. O God, we long for that day of hope and peace. We strain our ears to hear the voice of one crying in the wilderness of our lives; the wilderness of despair and discouragement; the wilderness of anger and fear; the wilderness of alienation and selfishness. The voice cries to us to make ready the pathway for our God, to remove the obstacles which we have placed there; to respond with acts of compassion rather than react in violent ways. Lord, attune our ears to hear the voices of those who cry out in their need. Open our hearts to respond in caring ways. Teach us again the great truths about how we should live as your children. Forgive our failings and help us to try again and again to be the kind of faith-filled people you would have us be. As we cry to you, offering the names of loved ones who are sick, who mourn, who are lost, who live in anguish and in anger, keep us mindful of the ways in which we can be of help. 
[A moment of silence.]
Likewise, as we rejoice with all those who are happy, who dance with delight at the wondrous gifts you have given, remind us that joy and peace is what we all seek and what we can accomplish. In the name of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, we offer this prayer. 
[The Lord’s Prayer].
Holy Communion:
Benediction:

God is bringing light to our darkness. We are called to go into the world, confident in God’s loving presence, to serve others in need. Go, bringing hope and peace to this darkened world. Go in God’s love. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
