The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Worship Technicians: Bridget Campbell & Neva Cichy
December 9, 2018 - Worship, 10:15AM
“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
    (*Indicates: Stand as you are able.)
Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration  

(unless noted in bulletin)




ANNOUNCEMENTS                                            Dave Novinger


ADVENT READING                                              Mike Crum

       (Light 2nd Blue Advent Candle)



*    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                (key of G)        Page 145        


                                                                  




“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”      (key of F)        Page 133                                                                                                                                                                     
       
*
OPENING PRAYER                                                                                                                       

(Please be seated)


Responsive Reading –  Malachi 3:1-4 (responsively)  
            (Follow screen or see insert)            
      Affirmation of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


     I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,   was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
      HYMN -     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”         Page 123  


PRAYER REQUESTS/JOYS /GOD SIGHTINGS
     PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER





Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



SCRIPTURE –    Luke1:68-79  Carol Knight, Lay Reader                                           

                                       (Follow screen or see insert)                                                                   



MESSAGE-                     “Trailblazing 101“



OFFERING                                      



OFFERTORY -   “Let There Be Peace on Earth”    (key of C)   

                                          (Follow screen or songbook)     Praise Team                                               
            PRAYER OF DEDICATION




PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION




Call to Confession





Confession: (In Unison)

Lord, so often we have taken for granted the wonderful blessing of your mercy and grace. Too often we have acted as though we deserved Your forgiveness instead of Your wrath. Forgive us, Lord, and help us to see in the life of Jesus how badly we have each fallen short of what You created us to be. Give us the strength and courage to live for You. In Christ we pray. Amen. 
 Assurance of Pardon: :  (Responsively)


L: Isaiah speaks of God’s comfort, of God’s pardoning of iniquity, and of the coming One who shall level uneven ground and make a plain of the rough places.


P:
All the earth shall know that God’s judgment is tempered by Christ’s presence and peace on our behalf.

ALL:
In him we have assurance of pardon.



Sacrament of Holy Communion (Pew) –      See insert

   * 
HYMN -  “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful”     Page 119
      *
BENEDICTION


*
GREETING:    “The peace of God be with you.”            



RESPONSE:    “And also with you.”  


*
PASSING THE PEACE: Please greet those around you.



*
POST-SERVICE MUSIC     
Welcome to Worship at the Valleys.  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign your name and address in our guest book located in the foyer as you leave.      
	                       WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	December Announcer

Dave Novinger
	Dec. Acolyte

Cailey Crum

	Dec. Greeters: 

Dale Faust, Scott Miller, 
Russ Miller
	Dec. 9 Pew Communion Servers * Dave Novinger, Wanda Hendershot, Mike Crum, Charles Cichy

	Dec. Ushers (Team 12)*
Volunteers needed
	Dec. 24 Altar Communion

Norine Goss, Dave Novinger

	
	


	
	  Dec. 9

Blended 
	 Dec. 16 Trad.
	 Dec. 23 Trad.
	Dec. 30 Blended 

	Lay Readers
	Carol

Knight
	Ed Dobbin
	Laurel Guertin
	Bob 

Endy

	Nursery Attendants
	Theresa

Miller
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Marie 

Herb
	Shirley Miller

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Ken Bechtel
	Dave Novinger
	Christmas Program
	Dave Novinger


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with Usher duties if you cannot be there. Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday.   Please tell Ken Bechtel who will teach Sunday School if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP SERVICE is held on Sundays in the Multipurpose Room (Meeting room) with coffee, drinks and cookies.  Please join us.    
               [image: image1]       
                                              CHURCH CALENDAR

Dec.
  9 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:15AM - Blended Worship - (Praise Team/Hymnal) -

                              (Pew Communion)





6:30PM - IMMERSE Gathering at Pastor Guertin’s home
Dec. 
10 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




9:00AM - Exercise  




10:00AM - Bible Study (Ritchie Moorhead, Leader)





7:30PM - Dartball - Messiah at Valleys


Dec. 
11 -
5:30-7:00PM - Community Meal at Valleys


Dec.
12 -
6:15-8PM – Zumba




7:30PM - Choir?


Dec.
16 -
9:00AM - Sunday School  





10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Hymnal - Rev. Kristine Heckard Guest Speaker




Valleys Christmas Meal will be held after Worship





   Service - Turkey, Filling, Mashed Potatoes provided, please bring a vegetable or dessert - (please sign up on sheet in foyer)





3:00PM - Zumba
Dec.
17 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




9:00AM - Exercise  




10:00AM - Bible Study (Ritchie Moorhead, Leader)





No Dartball (Christmas break until after Jan. 7, 2019)


Dec.
18 -
6:30-8PM - G. S. Trps 10738, 10740, 11300


Dec. 
19 -
Noon-3PM - Senior Center Pinochle Card Party





6:15-8PM – Zumba




6:00-8PM - G. S. Trps 10753, 10570


Dec.
21 - 
7:00PM - Practice for Youth Christmas Program

Dec.
23 -
9:00AM - Youth Christmas Program  





10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Organist -





  Mission Offering




2:00PM - Zumba
        Choir Members: Check with Ed D. & Peggy when choir practice will be weeks of Dec. 12 & 19.
CHURCH ATTENDANCE for Sunday Dec. 2 – 67.

                     Responsive Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 (NRSV)
3 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 

3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.
4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

                               Scripture: Luke 1:68-79 (NRSV)
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, 70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78 By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
                              HOLY COMMUNION
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION: 
Leader

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:

Leader:
Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ as they are delivered by the apostle Paul: “For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, and after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

People:
Christ has died.




Christ is risen.




Christ will come again.

PASSING OF THE ELEMENTS:

   (Pass and hold a piece of bread. We will partake together.)

Leader:
“Take and eat: this is the body of Christ, which is broken for you.”

   (Pass and hold the cup. We will partake together.)

Leader:
“The Blood of Christ, shed for our forgiveness.”
PRAYER:

Unison:
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless God’s Holy name!”




“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits.” 

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN


VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR DECEMBER USHERS. Please see Donna Novinger is you are willing to do Usher duties.

(Helping with the offering for services.)
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Pastor David Guertin, (Surgery on Dec. 13); *Samantha Craig, (Jan Quinn’s friend); *Rickie Herb, (Chris Herb’s father); *Family & Friends of Jason Mark; *Linda Ballos, (surgery, Susan Snyder’s friend); Hannah Klinger; Mary Cooke; Elmer Feidt; Gloria & Alvin Duttry; Gail Shertzer; Nicole Shoop; Donna Motter; Miriam Hoke; Betty Lebo; Charlie Enders; Tom Lauver; Jane Baker; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Carley Quinn; Ellen Snyder; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Randy Byerly; Mari Miller; Ben Baker; Lillian Danner; Kelly Shutt; Troy Millard; David Roadcap; Henry Helfich; Pat & Richard Snyder; Stephanie Schrieber; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Dexter Lucia; Terry Etzweiler; David Ney; Andrew Klinger;  Joann Scull; Carl Baker; Gloria Hoffman; Mike Weller;  Joan Kent; Darrell Reinfeld Sr.; Jim Willier; Bryanna; Darla Klinger; Janelle Miller; Larry Herb Sr.; Helen Maurer; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Henry Hassinger; Henry Henninger; Shawn & Sherri Reed; Rick Welker; Samantha Graeff; Elijah Quinn; Dwayne Lower; Faith; Pat Miller; Ellen Snyder; Rob, Gary, Bennie, Landon, (Friends of Carol Knight); Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Eric Leonard, (son of Beth Leonard); Guy Kerstetter, (Diane Shaffer’s brother-in-law); Alan Bostdorf; Pat & Tim Lowery.
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, June Wiest; Lori Graff; Marlin Erdman; Vickie Shoffler  
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries around the world.
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. 
***********************************************************************************************************
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 

Adult Class - Sanctuary             Choices - Meeting Room                   


Friends In Faith - Computer Room    


Children and Youth - Nursery and S. S. Classrooms
CHILDENS ‘ANGEL’ GIFTS MUST BE RETURNED TODAY SUNDAY DECEMBER 9th! (New angels that were put on tree today maybe returned at later date.)
Mission Offering donations for September thru December go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Collected on 4th Sunday of each month or put it in weekly envelopes – mark it “Mission Offering).

IMMERSE Bible Reading Experience: We meet at the Guertin’s home tonight at 6:30PM for final Immerse gathering.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
       UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS IN DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS CARDS: Valleys Christmas mail box will be in the church foyer until December 23rd for Christmas cards.  The cards will be on tables in the social hall.  Please check each time you come in to church for your cards.

VALLEYS CHRISTMAS MEAL will be next Sunday December 16th following Traditional Worship Service. Pastor Kris Heckard will be guest Pastor that Sunday. Turkey, mashed potatoes, filling, gravy will be furnished by the church.  Please sign up to bring a side dish or a dessert and how many will attend on the signup sheet in the foyer for the meal.
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be held on Sunday December 23rd at 9:00AM. (Practices will be held Sunday mornings during 9:00AM Sunday School and a final practice on Friday December 21st at 7:00PM.)
CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION CANDLELIGHT SERVICE will be held on Monday December 24th at 7:00PM. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchase.
     SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

   ****************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

  *****************************************************************
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees:
Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir. Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sunday, January 6, 2019 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sun. January 20, 2019.
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Senior Center is open at 8:30 to 10:00AM for anyone who wishes to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room.  December Monday Bible Study Leader: Ritchie Moorhead. Exercise (on chairs) in library Mon.-Thurs. at 900AM in library (except the day of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed) - everyone is welcome! Calendar is on Bulletin board in foyer. Please note: If Halifax Area Schools are on delay or closed due to inclement winter weather, the Halifax Senior Center will be closed.
MEALS ON WHEELS DRIVERS ARE NEEDED: Please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965) if you wish to deliver meals.



            The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church 

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
