           Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #07
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Greg Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s cousin); *Jane Baker and Family of June Treichler; Gary & Vickie Snyder & Family; Ann Hale; Mary Cooke; Laurel Guertin; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Donna Donahue; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Sheri Jones; Jeffery Harrison; Dee Portez; Pat Hauth
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 
    [image: image1.emf]

    
  SUNDAY FEBRUARY 14, 2021
 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services Link

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

February 14, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Transfiguration Sunday 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Life can seem shrouded in mystery.
P:  O Lord, lift the veil of our misunderstanding that we may see your Light.
L:  We are eager to serve.
P:  O Lord, calm our spirits and patiently prepare us for service.
L:  Look to the Lord for mercy and comfort.
P: We look to the Lord for healing and hope. AMEN.
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Kings 2:1-12            (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 50:1-6  (Responsive)      (See Insert)
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6   (See Insert)  
*Gospel:  Mark 9: 2-9                         (See Insert)
Music -               “Jesus Shall Reign”         See Insert or Page 231                                                         

Sermon -               “Listen To Him”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -           “We Will Glorify”              See Insert or Page 72 
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on Transfiguration Sunday! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
********************************************************
Attendance for Feb. 7th: In-person- 13;  Face book Feb. 7 online- 69 views as of Feb. 9th; Face book Jan. 31 online- 81 views as of Jan. 9th.
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Jane Baker and Family of June Treichler (Jane’s sister). We pray God comforts and surrounds them with his loving arms and presence.
CONGRATULATIONS to Aren Faust and Alexandria Paul as they were united in marriage last Saturday February 6th! Aren’s parents: Matt & Jessie Faust; Alexandria’s parents: Beth & John Pace; Kirby & Lisa Paul. We pray God will guide their marriage and they will have many happy years together.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
         No Sunday School, limited activities at this time. 
Feb. 14 - 
10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Feb. 17 - 7:00PM -  Council Meeting
Feb. 21 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Feb. 28 - 
10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THESE DAYS Devotional yearly subscription ($6 per year) is due. If you receive this devotional, you can pay the subscription by putting it in your offering envelope. Mark it “These Days”.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

History of Hymn “Jesus Shall Reign” was written by Isaac Watts (July 17, 1674- Nov. 25, 1748) and is considered by many to be the first great missionary hymn as it was written during a time when the church was doing little missionary work. It has been used around the world on missionary occasions. It was originally titled “Christ’s Kingdom Among the Gentiles” and is part of his admirable translation of the second part of Psalm 72.  

Watts was an English Christian Congregational minister, hymn writer, theologian, and theorist. He was a prolific and popular hymn writer and is credited with some 750 hymns. Watts envisioned a day when Jesus would reign throughout the world--wherever the sun shines, from shore to shore. His original verses envisioned a time when all people -- princes, savage tribes, people of all languages, even infants -- would praise Jesus’ name. Current hymnals have modernized the language somewhat. 

If Watts were alive today, he would be amazed at the realization of his dream. As the sun makes its journey around the world on a Sunday morning, Christians in every time zone awake and get dressed and go to church to praise Jesus Christ.  Christ calls only a few of us to missionaries, but he calls each of us to proclaim the Gospel. He calls each of us to give time and money to support the work of the church. He calls each of us to care about each other -- and to care about people around the world.
                      SCRIPTURE READINGS:
     1st Reading - Old Testament 2 Kings 2:1-12  (NLT)
2 When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were traveling from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the Lord has told me to go to Bethel.”
But Elisha replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and you yourself live, I will never leave you!” So they went down together to Bethel.
3 The group of prophets from Bethel came to Elisha and asked him, “Did you know that the Lord is going to take your master away from you today?” “Of course I know,” Elisha answered. “But be quiet about it.” 4 Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the Lord has told me to go to Jericho.” But Elisha replied again, “As surely as the Lord lives and you yourself live, I will never leave you.” So they went on together to Jericho. 5 Then the group of prophets from Jericho came to Elisha and asked him, “Did you know that the Lord is going to take your master away from you today?” “Of course I know,” Elisha answered. “But be quiet about it.” 6 Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the Lord has told me to go to the Jordan River.” But again Elisha replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and you yourself live, I will never leave you.” So they went on together. 7 Fifty men from the group of prophets also went and watched from a distance as Elijah and Elisha stopped beside the Jordan River. 8 Then Elijah folded his cloak together and struck the water with it. The river divided, and the two of them went across on dry ground! 9 When they came to the other side, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I can do for you before I am taken away.”
And Elisha replied, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit and become your successor.” 10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah replied. “If you see me when I am taken from you, then you will get your request. But if not, then you won’t.” 11 As they were walking along and talking, suddenly a chariot of fire appeared, drawn by horses of fire. It drove between the two men, separating them, and Elijah was carried by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha saw it and cried out, “My father! My father! I see the chariots and charioteers of Israel!” And as they disappeared from sight, Elisha tore his clothes in distress.
      2nd Reading - Psalm 50:1-6 (Responsive)  (NLT) 
1 The Lord, the Mighty One, is God,
    and he has spoken;
he has summoned all humanity
    from where the sun rises to where it sets.
2 From Mount Zion, the perfection of beauty,
    God shines in glorious radiance.
3 Our God approaches,
    and he is not silent.
Fire devours everything in his way,
    and a great storm rages around him.
4 He calls on the heavens above and earth below
    to witness the judgment of his people.
5 “Bring my faithful people to me—
    those who made a covenant with me by giving sacrifices.”
6 Then let the heavens proclaim his justice,
    for God himself will be the judge. 
3rd Reading - New Testament 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 (NLT)
3 If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only from people who are perishing. 4 Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 5 You see, we don’t go around preaching about ourselves. We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord, and we ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Mark 9:2-9 (NLT)
2 Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them up a high mountain to be alone. As the men watched, Jesus’ appearance was transformed, 3 and his clothes became dazzling white, far whiter than any earthly bleach could ever make them. 4 Then Elijah and Moses appeared and began talking with Jesus. 5 Peter exclaimed, “Rabbi, it’s wonderful for us to be here! Let’s make three shelters as memorials—one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He said this because he didn’t really know what else to say, for they were all terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my dearly loved Son. Listen to him.” 8 Suddenly, when they looked around, Moses and Elijah were gone, and they saw only Jesus with them. 9 As they went back down the mountain, he told them not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign” (Pg 231 in Red hymnal)

 Isaac Watts | John C. Hatton    DUKE STREET Public Domain

CCLI Song # 1510 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Does His successive journeys run
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore
Till moons shall rise and set no more
Verse 2  To Him shall endless prayer be made
And princes throng to crown His head
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacrifice
Verse 3  People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name
Verse 4  Let every creature rise and bring
The highest honors to our King
Angels descend with songs again
And earth repeats the loud amen
Hymn: “We Will Glorify” (Page 72 Red hymnal)
  WE WILL GLORIFY Public Domain
Twila Paris

CCLI Song # 19038 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  We will glorify the King of kings
We will glorify the Lamb
We will glorify the Lord of lords
Who is the great I Am
Verse 2  Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty
We will bow before His throne
We will worship Him in righteousness
We will worship Him alone
Verse 3  He is Lord of heaven Lord of earth
He is Lord of all who live
He is Lord above the universe
All praise to Him we give
Verse 4  Hallelujah to the King of kings
Hallelujah to the Lamb
Hallelujah to the Lord of lords
Who is the great I Am
Link for hymn: We Will Glorify”  Page 72
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
2020 CHURCH DIRECTORY (one per household) and 2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up when you come to church. Copies of directory are available on the time capsule between the double set of doors at the church main entrance. If you wish to pick up your envelopes, please call the church office (717-896-3118) and we can put them out for no contact pickup during office hours.
Link for Hymn “Jesus Shall Reign”
History of Hymn “We Will Glorify”:   “We Will Glorify” is a song of exaltation and adoration as those assembled offer praise to the almighty God who is above all. The first-person plural language indicates that it is for a corporate worship gathering and the direction of the praise is from the singers toward God. 

    Twila Paris, the author of this hymn was born in Fort Worth, Texas in 1958, is one of the leading Contemporary Christian artists of recent years. Ms. Paris comes from a family of ministers and musicians. She has released 22 albums, amassed 33 number one singles and won numerous awards. She was encouraged to sing in church from a young age by her father, a minister and songwriter. After graduating from high school and a year of study in a Bible school, she focused on singing and Christian composition. 

    As someone who has been in the profession for over two decades, she talks about how changes in her life have affected her compositions; “When God calls us to do something, even if we enter a new season in our lives, He finds a way to enable us. Yes, it’s a challenge, but it’s clear what God is doing, where He’s leading and what He’s enabling me to do. I have to be more intentional and disciplined about my songwriting now that I’m a mother. It’s not as spontaneous as it used to be, but the fact that I’ve been able to approach writing in a different way 20-plus years on and the fact that there are opportunities to record and do things in a fresh way, and that people are still listening, it’s like God is making a way -- to quote Don Moen -- and I believe He is doing just that… So as long as the Lord keeps opening these doors, I’ll be faithful to walk through them.” 

ORDER EASTER FLOWERS by Sunday February 28! Call the church office to order Easter flowers or see Donna Novinger after church. Tulips: 6” pot - $10, 8” pot - $19; Hyacinths: 6” pot $10: Easter Lilies: $12; Daffodills: 6” pot - $10, 8” pot - $19; Mums: 6” pot - $12. All orders and money must be given to Donna by Sunday February 28!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #7               
      February 14, 2021               
      “Listen To Him”


   
      
                      Transfiguration Sunday
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:
L: Life can seem shrouded in mystery.
P: O Lord, lift the veil of our misunderstanding that we may see your Light.
L: We are eager to serve.
P: O Lord, calm our spirits and patiently prepare us for service.
L: Look to the Lord for mercy and comfort.
P: We look to the Lord for healing and hope. AMEN.
Invocation:

Almighty God, giver of life, your light shines in our lives and your glory is revealed through your Son, Jesus Christ. Reveal his glory to us as you did to Peter, James, and John, that we may be filled with his power and our mouths may proclaim his presence forevermore. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: 2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm: Psalm 50:1-6
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
*Gospel: Mark 9:2-9
Meditation:
“Listen To Him”


The snow fell heavy last week. For me it evoked memories of childhood. I loved “snow days” and the chance to have a break from the regular routine. But one of my favorite aspects of a new-fallen snow is the day that follows when the sun is bright and the sky is a deep blue. Everything is fresh and new. Colors seem more intense. And the need for eye protection is more critical than usual as prolonged exposure to the intense light reflected off the snow can produce snow blindness; basically a sunburnt cornea. And yet the world seems transformed into a winter wonderland. I like to think that this is something of what Peter, James, and John experienced when they witnessed Jesus’s transfiguration, which we celebrate this coming Sunday. 


We’ve jumped ahead in Mark’s narrative from last week’s reading. The Transfiguration event happens just 6 days after Peter declares Jesus to be the Christ, and Jesus’s rebuke of Peter for unknowingly offering to thwart God’s plan for Jesus to die on the cross. 


Jesus, along with Peter, James, and John, go up on a mountain top. Mountains are important symbols in scripture as they were often places where people went to commune with God. Moses on Mt. Sinai is just one of many such examples. In Psalm 121, one of the “Songs of Ascent” that the Israelites would sing on their way up to the temple in Jerusalem says, “I lift my eyes up to the mountains. Where does my help come from? My help comes from the Maker of both Heaven and Earth.” Jerusalem, the city of God, was on Mt. Zion. The people would have to ‘go up’ to the temple in order to worship God. It’s no wonder that a mountain top is the site of Jesus’s Transfiguration, or metamorphosis. 


Most English translations use either ‘transfigured,’ or ‘transformed’ interchangeably. The Greek word used is where we get our word, ‘metamorphosis.’ It means a total change in appearance and form. And yet I don’t think words can do true justice to what it must have been like for those three disciples to witness the dazzling change that Jesus went through. Imagine the most brilliant sunny day after a snow, and even that brightness doesn’t quite capture it. And if that weren’t enough, both Moses and Elijah appear with Jesus, representing the twin pillars of the Hebrew Law, as well as the prophets; all of which point to Jesus.


And there are several parallels to Moses and Elijah being with Jesus. Both of them heard from God on Mountains. Moses on Mt. Sinai, and Elijah on Mt. Horeb. Both were transformed in appearance by being in God’s presence for extended periods of time. And the Messiah was to be a prophet in the same vein as Moses and heralded by a prophet like Elijah. 


Peter is understandably flabbergasted. He is so shocked he doesn’t really know what to do or say, but he feels he should do something, so he suggests building tents or booths for Moses, Elijah, and Jesus. He just kind of blurts out the first thing that comes to mind. His suggestion has its roots in the Feast of Booths which commemorated God’s provision for the Israelites when they wandered in the desert those 40 years. 


And, as if in response to Peter, God’s voice booms from a cloud, this time for Jesus’s disciples to hear too, “This is my beloved son. Listen to him!” The first time God spoke similar words was at Jesus’s baptism, and at least as far as Mark’s account tells, the words were for Jesus only. Imagine being there to witness this event. You first see Jesus transformed into a brilliant bright figure who appears to be straight from the visions in Daniel regarding the Son of Man. Then you see two more people show up that you somehow recognize to be Moses and Elijah. Then, out of a cloud that came out of nowhere, you hear a booming voice saying, “This is my beloved son. Listen to him!” I don’t know about you, but I’d listen. 


We need to keep in mind that whenever the Bible talks about listening, it is not just hearing and understanding. When we’re called to ‘listen’ it means hearing, then understanding, and then acting on what we’ve heard, or obeying. It’s hearing with the intent to obey. And what’s particularly interesting is the first thing Jesus tells them is to tell no one. This is part of Jesus’s plan that some things were not meant to go public just yet. The disciples were to wait until after the resurrection to make these things known. So they come down from the mountain. They leave this amazing experience with God to go back and follow Jesus by doing the things he does, and obeying the things he tells them. They can’t stay on ‘the mountain’ if they want to follow Jesus, and neither can we. 


Many times in the Bible, as well as in our own lives, when someone experiences a ‘mountain top’ experience it’s a reminder that while Jesus was fully human, while he calls us his friends, he is first and foremost fully God. He is our companion on our life’s journey, and our guide for the mission to which he has called us, but Jesus is also to be held in awe; he is deserving and worthy of our worship. We do well when we hold both aspects of who Jesus is in proper perspective. 


Lastly, we need to take care that we don’t settle for simply hearing or reading the words of Jesus as information, but that we truly listen to them so that we can do what we can to live in the way God wants us to live in relation to him and to each other. May those of us with ears to hear, listen. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
We worship you, O God, with songs of praise. We worship you with words of prayer and with ears that listen for you to speak your saving truth into our lives. We worship you in the silent spaces where we struggle for hope and for courage. We long for a glimpse of your glory: the glory that shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it; the glory that touches lives with a beauty so holy that it heals the wounded soul; the glory that gives strength to the weary. We lift up friends, family, and loved ones in need of your healing light and love. 
[A moment of silence.]
We, who stumble and fall so often, worship you, longing for your light to shine upon us. Dazzle us with your holy love, draw us into your purifying presence, speak to us your transforming truth. Then, grant us grace to live every moment changed by such glory—

daring to live with hope and courage and love reflecting the life of Jesus through whom your glory shines in the most unexpected ways.  Amen.

[The Lord’s Prayer].
Benediction:
May God now send us back down the mountain of our worship. We have been changed. We can’t be silent anymore. We have seen the Light of the World. Go and share the radiance of love! In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
