   Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #08
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Charlie Shertzer, (Holy Spirit Hosp. Rm. 620); *Butch Gonder,  (Hosp - surgery complications); Jane Baker and Family of June Treichler; Gary & Vickie Snyder & Family; Ann Hale; Mary Cooke; Laurel Guertin; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Paul Boyd; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Sheri Jones; Jeffery Harrison; Dee Portez; Pat Hauth; Greg Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s cousin)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please put a contact name who we can contact for updates. 
    [image: image1.emf]

    
  SUNDAY FEBRUARY 21, 2021
 First Sunday in Lent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

February 21, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
First Sunday in Lent 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
      P:  And also with you.
L:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.

P:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits,
L:  who forgives all your sins and heals all your infirmities,
P:  who redeems your life from the grave, and crowns you with mercy. 

Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 58:1-12           (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 51:1-17 (Responsive)   (See Insert or Pg. 808 Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10   (See Insert)  
*Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21                    (See Insert)
Music -               “Just As I Am”         See Insert or Page 342                                                          

Sermon -               “Between You and God”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -           “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”      See Insert or Page 340 
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on First Sunday in Lent! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
********************************************************
Attendance for Feb. 14th: In-person- 25;  Face book Feb. 14 online- views unknown due to streaming glitch; YouTube views  Feb. 14 - 1 as of Feb. 17th; Face book Feb. 7 online- 113 views as of Feb. 17th. 
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday March 9th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Fish (Fish sticks for kids), Macaroni & Cheese, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday Mar. 4th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.

                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
         No Sunday School, limited activities at this time. 
Feb. 21 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Feb. 28 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Mar.  2  - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Mar.  7 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

Mar.  9 -  5:30-6:30PM -  Community Meal Pick-Up
Mar. 14 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THESE DAYS Devotional yearly subscription ($6 per year) is due. If you receive this devotional, you can pay the subscription by putting it in your offering envelope. Mark it “These Days”.

2021 HALIFAX COMMUNITY LENTEN and

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE INFO 
The local Halifax Churches (Halifax Ministerium) is offering special ONLINE services during Lent each Thursday at 7 PM. 

*An Easter Sunrise Service will be IN-PERSON at Camp Hebron
* All Online services can be viewed by going to this link: 
             https://halifaxcommunity.online.church/
THEME: HOPE OF THE CROSS—RESILIENT LIVING 

February 25 – Valleys ECC – Pastor David Guertin 

March   4 – Uplift Community Church of God – 
                          Pastor April Ocasio 
March 11 – Faith UMC – Pastor Gail Boyer 

March 18 - Halifax UMC—Pastor Brendan Hock 

March 25 – Zion Stone UMC – Pastor John Lesher 

April     4 – Camp Hebron – Pastor Nancy Brody 
                     (In-Person Easter Sunrise Service)
MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

                      SCRIPTURE READINGS:
     1st Reading - Old Testament Isaiah 58:1-12  (NLT)
58 “Shout with the voice of a trumpet blast.  Shout aloud! Don’t be timid. Tell my people Israel of their sins! 2 Yet they act so pious! They come to the Temple every day and seem delighted to learn all about me. They act like a righteous nation that would never abandon the laws of its God. They ask me to take action on their behalf, pretending they want to be near me.
3 ‘We have fasted before you!’ they say. ‘Why aren’t you impressed? We have been very hard on ourselves, and you don’t even notice it!’ “I will tell you why!” I respond. “It’s because you are fasting to please yourselves. Even while you fast, you keep oppressing your workers. 4 What good is fasting when you keep on fighting and quarreling? This kind of fasting will never get you anywhere with me. 5 You humble yourselves by going through the motions of penance, bowing your heads like reeds bending in the wind. You dress in burlap and cover yourselves with ashes. Is this what you call fasting? Do you really think this will please the Lord? 6 “No, this is the kind of fasting I want: Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the burden of those who work for you. Let the oppressed go free,
and remove the chains that bind people. 7 Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need your help. 8 “Then your salvation will come like the dawn, and your wounds will quickly heal. Your godliness will lead you forward, and the glory of the Lord will protect you from behind. 9 Then when you call, the Lord will answer.  ‘Yes, I am here,’ he will quickly reply. “Remove the heavy yoke of oppression. Stop pointing your finger and spreading vicious rumors! 10 Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon. 11 The Lord will guide you continually, giving you water when you are dry and restoring your strength. You will be like a well-watered garden,
like an ever-flowing spring. 12 Some of you will rebuild the deserted ruins of your cities. Then you will be known as a rebuilder of walls and a restorer of homes.
      2nd Reading - Psalm 51:1-12 (Responsive)  (NRSV) 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
    and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
6 You desire truth in the inward being;
    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
    and put a new and right spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me away from your presence,
     and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
    and sustain in me a willing spirit.
3rd Reading - New Testament 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 (NLT)
20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.   6 As God’s partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God’s kindness and then ignore it. 2 For God says,  “At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the “right

time” is now. Today is the day of salvation. 3 We live in such a way that no one will stumble because of us, and no one will find fault with

our ministry. 4 In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of God. We patiently endure troubles and hardships and calamities of every kind. 5 We have been beaten, been put in prison, 
3rd Reading - N. Testament 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 (continued)
faced angry mobs, worked to exhaustion, endured sleepless nights, and gone without food. 6 We prove ourselves by our purity, our under- standing, our patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit within us, and by our sincere love. 7 We faithfully preach the truth. God’s power is working in us. We use the weapons of righteousness in the right hand for attack and the left hand for defense. 8 We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, whether they slander us or praise us. We are honest, but they call us impostors. 9 We are ignored  even though we are well known. We live close to death, but we are still alive. We have been beaten, but we have not been killed 10 Our hearts ache, but we always have joy. We are poor, but we give spiritual riches to others. We own nothing, and yet we have everything.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 (NLT)
6 “Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the reward from your Father in heaven. 

2 When you give to someone in need, don’t do as the hypocrites do—blowing trumpets in the synagogues and streets to call attention to their acts of charity! I tell you the truth, they have received all the reward they will ever get. 3 But when you give to someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. 4 Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 5 “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will ever get. 6 But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 16 “And when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the hypocrites do, for they try to look miserable and disheveled so people will admire them for their fasting

I tell you the truth, that is the only reward they will ever get. 17 But when you fast, comb your hair and wash your face. 18 Then no one will notice that you are fasting, except your Father, who knows what you do in private. And your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.
      History of hymn “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”:
Horatius Bonar was born at Edinburgh, in 1808. His education was obtained at the High School, and the University of his native city. He was ordained to the ministry, in 1837, and since then has been pastor at Kelso. In 1843, he joined the Free Church of Scotland. His reputation as a religious writer was first gained on the publication of the "Kelso Tracts," of which he was the author. He has also written many other prose works, some of which have had a very large circulation. Nor is he less favorably known as a religious poet and hymn-writer. The three series of "Hymns of Faith and Hope," have passed through several editions. --Annotations of the Hymnal, Charles Hutchins, M.A. 1872…

             First published in 1843, the Cyber Hymnal notes, “This is believed to be Bonar’s first hymn (of 600 he wrote). Information from The Handbook to the Lutheran Hymnal explains that Bonar wrote the hymn for children.  He acknowledged that the hymn “might be good Gospel, but that it was poor poetry.” As to the tune, we also use Aurelia for The Church’s One Foundation.

God certainly laid on his Son the sins of the world (Isaiah 53:6; John 1:29). Children of God enjoy forgiveness of sins through Spirit-worked faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:7). Because we continue to sin, Jesus invites us to receive forgiveness for our sins through his gospel in word and sacrament (Matthew 26:26-28; Colossians 1:13-14). The Lord invites us, people who are weary and burdened, to come to him for rest (Matthew 11:28). The “rest” that he provides is forgiveness of sins.

I am content to understand that the title of the hymn speaks of Jesus living up to his name, which means “Savior.” God put my sins on Jesus. I enjoy full and free forgiveness of sins through the saving faith the Holy Spirit has worked in my heart. My comfort is knowing that if I am plagued by the memory of past sins, I can put them at the foot of the cross—laying them on Jesus, in that sense—and have full confidence that I stand in God’s grace (Romans 5:2). These are some thoughts that come to mind when I think of that hymn title.

                                                               [image: image2.emf]


Hymn: “Just As I Am” (Page 342 Red hymnal)
  Woodworth  Public Domain
Charlotte Elliott | William Batchelder Bradbury

CCLI Song # 19038 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Just as I am without one plea
But that Thy Blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee
O Lamb of God I come I come
Verse 2  Just as I am and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot
To Thee Whose Blood can cleanse each spot
O Lamb of God I come I come
Verse 3  Just as I am tho tossed about
With many a conflict many a doubt
Fightings and fears within without
O Lamb of God I come I come
Verse 4  Just as I am poor wretched blind
Sight riches healing of the mind
Yea all I need in Thee to find
O Lamb of God I come I come
Verse 5  Just as I am Thou wilt receive
Wilt welcome pardon cleanse relieve
Because Thy Promise I believe
O Lamb of God I come I come
Link for hymn: “Just As I Am”  Page 342
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
2020 CHURCH DIRECTORY (one per household) and 2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up when you come to church. Copies of directory are available on the time capsule between the double set of doors at the church main entrance. If you wish to pick up your envelopes, please call the church office (717-896-3118) and we can put them out for no contact pickup during office hours.

Hymn: “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” (Pg 340 in Red hymnal)

 Horatius Bonar  CRUCIFIX Public Domain

CCLI Song # 2962681 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  I lay my sins on Jesus
The spotless Lamb of God
He bears them all and frees us
From the accursed load
I bring my guilt to Jesus
To wash my crimson stains
White in His blood most precious
Till not a spot remains
Verse 2   I lay my wants on Jesus
All fullness dwells in Him
He heals all my diseases
He doth my soul redeem
I lay my griefs on Jesus
My burdens and my cares
He from them all releases
He all my sorrows shares
Verse 3   I long to be like Jesus
Meek loving lowly mild
I long to be like Jesus
The Father's holy child
I long to be with Jesus
Amid the heavenly throng
To sing with saints His praises
To learn the angel's song
Link for Hymn “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”: 
ORDER EASTER FLOWERS by Sunday February 28! Call the church office to order Easter flowers or see Donna Novinger after church. Tulips: 6” pot - $10, 8” pot - $19; Hyacinths: 6” pot $10: Easter Lilies: $12; Daffodils: 6” pot - $10, 8” pot - $19; Mums: 6” pot - $12. All orders and money must be given to Donna by Sunday February 28!
History of Hymn “Just As I Am”:   

Charlotte Elliott, a Victorian hymn writer, was born in the south London district of Clapham in 1789 and died in Brighton, England in 1871. At age 32 she suffered from a serious illness that left her disabled for the rest of her life. Then her lifelong spiritual mentor César Malan, a Swiss minister and hymnologist, counseled her to replace her rage and inner conflict with peace, and simple faith in God; from that day on, she turned her literary talents to writing hymns. "Just as I Am" is a well-known hymn, written by Elliott in 1835. 

 Charlotte's brother, the Rev. H. V. Elliott planned to hold a charity bazaar designed to give, at a nominal cost, a high education to the daughters of clergymen supported by St Mary Church. The night before the bazaar she was kept wakeful by distressing thoughts of her apparent uselessness; and these thoughts passed by a transition easy to imagine into a spiritual conflict, till she questioned the reality of her whole spiritual life, and wondered whether it were anything better after all than an illusion of the emotions, an illusion ready to be sorrowfully dispelled. The next day, the busy day of the bazaar, she lay upon her sofa in that most pleasant boudoir set apart for her in Westfield Lodge, ever a dear resort to her friends." The troubles of the night came back upon her with such force that she felt they must be met and conquered in the grace of God. She gathered up in her soul the great certainties, not of her emotions, but of her salvation: her Lord, His power, His promise. And taking pen and paper from the table she deliberately set down in writing, for her own comfort, "the formulae of her faith." Hers was a heart which always tended to express its depths in verse. So in verse she restated to herself the Gospel of pardon, peace, and heaven. "Probably without difficulty or long pause" she wrote the hymn, getting comfort by thus definitely "recollecting" the eternity of the Rock beneath her feet. There, then, always, not only for some past moment, but " even now " she was accepted in the Beloved "Just as I am".
 The repetition of the short line, “O Lamb of God, I come,” is a commitment to Jesus-centered life. H People aren’t “good enough” or “not good enough” to come to Jesus. It is through God’s initiative, pardon, promises and free love mentioned throughout the hymn that everyone can come to Jesus. Just like Elliott, people will face “conflict,” “doubt” and “fighting and fears within [and] without,” but one can find rest in Jesus.   Charlotte Elliot wrote this hymn about how to find salvation through Christ. It has been used by many as the call to the altar at the close of services, as it brings a quite simple message of sin, forgiveness, and salvation to all that turn from sin and trust in Jesus.

 Because of its simple but powerful message, this hymn has been widely used in church meetings like those led by evangelists D.L. Moody, Billy Graham and John Stott. 
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #8               
   February 21, 2021               
 “Between You and God”


   
      
                      1st Sunday of Lent
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

P: And also with you.

L: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.

P: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits,

L: who forgives all your sins and heals all your infirmities,

P: who redeems your life from the grave, and crowns you with mercy. 

Invocation:

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of us sinners. Grant us, your people, grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that among the rapid and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm: Psalm 51:1-17  #808 (Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
*Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Meditation:

“Between You and God”


A fully booked flight had to be cancelled due to equipment problems. If that weren’t problem enough, there was only one gate agent available to help get passengers booked on other flights. An angry customer rushed to the gate counter shoving other passengers out of his way, and slapped his ticket on the counter, yelling at the agent. “I have to be on the next flight, and I have to be seated in first class,” he demanded. The agent replied, “I’m sorry sir, I have to help these people who were in line ahead of you. I’ll be happy to help you in turn.” The man answered in a menacing tone, “Do you have any idea of who I am?” Without missing a beat the gate agent picked up her microphone, and made this announcement: “May I have your attention please? We have a passenger here at the gate who does not know who he is. Is there anyone here able to help him find his identity? If so, please come to the gate.” As the man pulled back from the gate, the others in the terminal burst into applause. 


In many ways this illustration points to what today’s texts address: pride. It is pride that drives us to demand recognition. It is pride that fuels our need to seem important, self-righteous, better than others, and perhaps the more dangerous attitude of smugly believing we’re somehow doing everything right, without taking the time to consider whether or not God thinks we’re doing things right. In many ways, it is pride we need to turn from and turn, once again, towards God. 


In the reading from Isaiah, the Lord blasts the people of Israel for the prideful way they approached God in worship all the while engaging in quarrelling, fighting, and oppressing their workers, as well as anyone in a less privileged position. They would make a great show of their supposed piety with fasting, praying, reading the scriptures, and they would do this very publicly so others would see them. They even had the audacity to wonder at God’s silence. They thought to impress God with all their ‘religious’ behavior, but completely failed to understand what God wanted. God’s idea of fasting and repentance involved freeing those who were wrongly imprisoned, stop oppressing people who worked for them, share their food and resources with the hungry and poor, welcome strangers into their homes, and give to anyone in need of help. Those acts of justice and compassion are what God wanted. Those things are the behaviors done by people who have truly repented and turned towards God. They are the behaviors of people who have surrendered their pride in true humility and understand that being blessed by God is given so that we can in turn bless others. 


In the Psalm for this week, we read the words of King David when he was confronted by the prophet Nathan regarding David’s adultery with Bathsheba and having her husband killed. We see David’s heart poured out to God for forgiveness. And it’s more than just a plea for forgiveness, he also asks God to change his heart; to ‘put a new heart in me.’ David knew that left to himself he was prone to keep sinning, yet he wanted to be different. He wanted to be a person in whom God took pleasure.


In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians he is addressing ongoing tensions between him and the church. He was challenged in many ways as to the validity of his being an apostle, mostly because there were those in the church who didn’t like what Paul was saying and doing because he was calling them to repent of the things they kept on doing that were contrary to what it meant to be a follower of Jesus. He urges them to ‘be reconciled to God.’ And that being at peace with God would reverberate throughout all their lives in the ways they treated one another. 


And in the text from Matthew, we encounter Jesus’s teaching on prayer and fasting in the Sermon on the Mount. Like the people chastised in Isaiah for a public display of religious behavior that was not reflected in the way they treated others, the religious elite of Jesus’s day were doing the same things. Jesus’s teaching was that true piety, a true relationship with God based on his love and our humility, was something we are to practice in private that would bear fruit in our public interactions with others. We see that Jesus modeled this practice. He often withdrew from people in order to pray with his Heavenly Father in private in order to be able to care for so many in need. His relationship with his Father carried over into his relationships with others. And that’s what Jesus calls us to do. He calls us to come to God in private, in humility, to find forgiveness and strength to live the kind of lives and be the kind of people marked by his unfailing love. 


May you find God’s unfailing, relentless love in your private times with God. May the love and forgiveness you find there pour out of your life towards others. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Loving Lord, at the beginning of this Lenten season, we are met with the challenge of handing over every bit of our lives that do not come from You. To rid ourselves of what clutters our lives, and all that distracts us from the simple truth of Your love for us.
 
Your prophets have called us to change the way we worship— to make internal sacrifices instead of external ones. To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with You each and every one of our days. Let us take a moment of silence to seek God’s forgiveness and strength to turn to him in humble repentance. 
[A moment of silence.]

Let us also take a moment of silence to lift before God friends and loved ones, and anyone else in need of God’s healing love and presence.

[A moment of silence.]
If we don’t give anything up for Lent, then let us at least give up this: that we might  cease living in ways that disconnect us from You, for every one of our steps is like a circle around Your temple. Perhaps this Lent, we can give up our way and give ourselves to Your way for us.
 
So, lead and guide us on this Lenten way. May we walk with Jesus toward the hill just outside of Jerusalem. May we like Him take up our cross and follow, spending each moment of our lives living responsively to You, just as Christ Himself did. For that is the faithful way.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction:

May God create in you a clean heart, a transformed heart, a heart that knows and seeks and loves the justice and mercy of the Lord. May you accept the gift of salvation – not your personal possession to be coveted, but His work, accomplished in the destruction of Sin on the cross of Jesus Christ. And may you humble yourself before the Lord, coming before Him with a broken spirit, a contrite heart receiving from His hand great compassion
and unfailing love. Amen. 
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
