             Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #06
                   *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

     *Sandy Zimmerman, (Helen M. Simpson Rehab.); *Brian Shoop, (Home); Charlie Shertzer; Arletta Thomas; Ann Hale; Mary Cooke; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Jeffery Harrison; Dee Portez; Pat Hauth; Greg Shertzer
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates.  
[image: image1.emf]


MARCH 14, 2021
  Fourth Sunday of Lent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

March 14, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fourth Sunday of Lent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  God loves us with a steadfast love.
P:  Let the redeemed of the Lord say so!
L:  God loves us so much he gave us his Son.
P:  Let us believe and have eternal life!
L:  God loves us with a great love, rich in mercy.
P:  Let us have faith to receive this grace!
      ALL:  Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament:  Numbers 21:4-9            (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 107:1-3, 10-22, 43   (Responsively) 
                                         (See Insert or Pg. 833 in Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: Ephesians 2:1-10         (See Insert)  
*Gospel: John 3:14-21                            (See Insert)
Music -  “What Wondrous Love Is This”  See Insert or Page 177                                                       

Sermon - “God So Loved the World”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music - “When I survey the Wondrous Cross” See Insert or Page 185 
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on Fourth Sunday of Lent! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
********************************************************

Attendance for Mar. 7th: In-person- 33; Face book Mar. 7 online- 53 views as of Mar. 10th; Face book Feb. 28 online- 89views as of Mar. 10th.
SUNDAY SCHOOL will begin again on Sunday April 11th (Sunday after Easter) at 9:00AM with one class for adults and one class for children for all those who feel comfortable to join us. More details and information will be in upcoming bulletins.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
Mar. 14 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Mar. 17 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Mar. 21 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Mar. 28 - 10:15AM - Palm Sunday - In-Person Worship Service or Online

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE on APRIL 1th 7:00PM will be held In-person and Online with Communion, No meal.

GOOD FRIDAY Service on APRIL 2nd will be Online only at 12:00Noon. 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4th 10:15AM will be In-Person and Online with Holy Communion
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THESE DAYS Devotional yearly subscription ($6 per year) is due. If you receive this devotional, you can pay the subscription by putting it in your offering envelope. Mark it “These Days”.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
*****************************************************
           2021 HALIFAX COMMUNITY LENTEN and
                 EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE INFO

The local Halifax Churches (Halifax Ministerium) is offering special ONLINE services during Lent each Thursday at 7:00PM.  *An Easter Sunrise Service will be IN-PERSON at Camp Hebron.
*All Online services can be viewed by going to this link:

   https://halifaxcommunity.online.church/ 

THEME: HOPE OF THE CROSS—RESILENT LIVING

March 18 – Halifax UMC – Pastor Brendan Hock

March 25 – Zion Stone UMC – Pastor John Lesher

April     4 – Camp Hebron – Pastor Nancy Brody

                     (In-Person Easter Sunrise Service)
***************************************************             
                         SCRIPTURE READINGS:
    1st Reading - Old Testament Numbers 21:4-9  (NLT)
4 Then the people of Israel set out from Mount Hor, taking the road to the Red Sea to go around the land of Edom. But the people grew impatient with the long journey, 5 and they began to speak against God and Moses. “Why have you brought us out of Egypt to die here in the wilderness?” they complained. “There is nothing to eat here and nothing to drink. And we hate this horrible manna!” 6 So the Lord sent poisonous snakes among the people, and many were bitten and died. 7 Then the people came to Moses and cried out, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take away the snakes.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 Then the Lord told him, “Make a replica of a poisonous snake and attach it to a pole. All who are bitten will live if they simply look at it!” 9 So Moses made a snake out of bronze and attached it to a pole. Then anyone who was bitten by a snake could look at the bronze snake and be healed!
           2nd Reading - Psalm 107:1-3, 10-22, 43 (Responsive) (NRSV) 

                                                                                        Pg. 833 Blue Book 
1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    for his steadfast love endures forever.
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
    those he redeemed from trouble 3 and gathered in from the lands,
    from the east and from the west, 

    from the north and from the south.
10 Some sat in darkness and in gloom,
    prisoners in misery and in irons,
11 for they had rebelled against the words of God,
    and spurned the counsel of the Most High.
12 Their hearts were bowed down with hard labor;
    they fell down, with no one to help.
13 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
    and he saved them from their distress;
14 he brought them out of darkness and gloom,
    and broke their bonds asunder.
15 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
    for his wonderful works to humankind.
2nd Reading - Psalm 107:1-3, 10-22, 43 (Responsive) (Continued) (NRSV)
16 For he shatters the doors of bronze,
    and cuts in two the bars of iron.
17 Some were sick through their sinful ways,
    and because of their iniquities endured affliction;
18 they loathed any kind of food,
    and they drew near to the gates of death.
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
    and he saved them from their distress;
20 he sent out his word and healed them,
    and delivered them from destruction.
21 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
    for his wonderful works to humankind.
22 And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices,
    and tell of his deeds with songs of joy.
43 Let those who are wise give heed to these things,
    and consider the steadfast love of the Lord.
********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
      3rd Reading - New Testament Ephesians 2:1-10 (NLT)
2 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. 8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: John 3:14-21 (NLT)
14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. 16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him. 18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son. 19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21 But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.”
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

2020 CHURCH DIRECTORY (one per household) and 2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up when you come to church. Copies of directory are available on the time capsule between the double set of doors at the church main entrance. If you wish to pick up your envelopes, please call the church office (717-896-3118) and we can put them out for no contact pickup during office hours.

Link for hymn: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  (Page 185):   (piano, no singing)

        (organ with singing)
Links for Hymn “What Wondrous Love Is This”  (Page 177):
 (piano no singing)

(organ and singing)

History of Hymn: “What Wondrous Love Is This” (Page 177)
“What Wondrous Love Is This" (often just referred to as 

"Wondrous Love") is a Christian folk hymn, sometimes described as a "white spiritual", from the American South. Its text was first published in 1811, during the Second Great Awakening, and its melody derived from a popular English ballad (Roud number 5089). Today it is a widely known hymn included in hymnals of many Christian denominations.  The hymn's lyrics were first published in Lynchburg, Virginia in the c. 1811 camp meeting songbook A General Selection of the Newest and Most Admired Hymns and Spiritual Songs Now in Use. The lyrics may also have been printed, in a slightly different form, in the 1811 book Hymns and Spiritual Songs, Original and Selected published in Lexington, Kentucky. (It was included in the third edition of this text published in 1818, but all copies of the first edition have been lost.) In most early printings, the hymn's text was attributed to an anonymous author, though the 1848 hymnal The Hesperian Harp attributes the text to a Methodist pastor from Oxford, Georgia named Alexander Means.  The text and melody were first published together in The Southern Harmony, a book of shape note hymns compiled by William Walker (1807-1875). In 1966, the United Methodist Book of Hymns became the first standard hymnal to incorporate What Wondrous Love Is This. 
What Wondrous Love Is This is now a widely known hymn and is included in many major hymnals.  This hymn is incredibly haunting and beautiful, putting into words the question that most of us Christians have every day, what did I do to deserve such a wonderful love from God and from Christ? The answer cannot be answered any other way that by simply saying, God has given each of us the gift of grace. 
It is an offering of thanks to Christ for laying aside his crown as King and humbling himself in the eyes of God. Christ not only took on the sin of man, but became the sin of man and was so shameful that even God could not look at his own son. 
The greatest gift that we have was that Christ was able to do this and to become the Lamb who was slain to save our sins.

Hymn: “What Wondrous Love Is This” (Pg 177 in Red hymnal)

Alexander Means | William Walker    WONDROUS LOVE Public Domain

CCLI Song # 197297 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   What wondrous love is this
O my soul O my soul
What wondrous love is this O my soul
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse
For my soul for my soul
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul
Verse 2    When I was sinking down
Sinking down sinking down
When I was sinking down sinking down
When I was sinking down
Beneath God's righteous frown
Christ laid aside His crown
For my soul for my soul
Christ laid aside
His crown for my soul
Verse 3     To God and to the Lamb
I will sing I will sing
To God and to the Lamb I will sing
To God and to the Lamb
Who is the Great I Am
While millions join the theme
I will sing I will sing
While millions join the theme
I will sing
Verse 4     And when from death I'm free
I'll sing on I'll sing on
And when from death I'm free I'll sing on
And when from death I'm free
I'll sing and joyful be
And through eternity
I'll sing on I'll sing on
And thro' eternity I'll sing on
Hymn: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (Page 185 Red hymnal)   Isaac Watts | Lowell Mason HAMBURG Public Domain
CCLI Song # 27893  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride
Verse 2   Forbid it Lord that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ my God
All the vain things that charm me most
I sacrifice them to His blood
Verse 3   See from His head His hands His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did ever such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown
Verse 4   Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were a present far too small
Love so amazing so divine
Demands my soul my life my all
(ADDITIONAL VERSE) not in our hymnbook
His dying crimson like a robe
Spreads o'er His body on the tree
Then I am dead to all the globe
And all the globe is dead to me

History of Hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross", was written by Isaac Watts (1674-1748), and published in Hymns and Spiritual Songs in 1707. It is significant for being an innovative departure from the early English hymn style of only using paraphrased biblical texts, although the first two lines of the second verse do paraphrase Paul in Galatians 6:14 (NLT): “As for me, may I never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of that cross,] my interest in this world has been crucified, and the world’s interest in me has also died”. The poetry of "When I survey..." may be seen as English literary baroque. The hymn is usually sung to either "Rockingham" or "Hamburg", 
History of Hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”        Page 185  (Continued)    
the former being more closely associated with the text in British and Commonwealth hymnals.
Watts’ hymns include complex theology in a format that is ideal for congregational singing. Hymns should echo the theme of the sermon. He insisted that songs in the church should be fully evangelical and not just supplements to the Psalms; that hymns should be freely composed and not just hold to the letter of Scripture; and that hymns should give straightforward expression to the thoughts and feelings of the singers and not merely recall events of the distant past. An example of the impact of his theology upon his hymns is that he edited texts based on the Old Testament to reflect the presence of Christ, causing his hymnody to view God the Father from the perspective of God the Son.    

Hymns form the most important part of our worship. They mold character and often shape the lives of those who sing them. For these reasons hymns should never be chosen carelessly, but always with respect to the occasion and the sentiment. Our worship will mean much more to us when we have learned to appreciate the hymns we sing. When we appreciate them, know their history, peculiar character and inner meaning, we will use them appropriately. When thus used we will enter into their spirit and they will add harmony and meaning to the worship of the day.  

There is unusual force to the hymns of Lent which in themselves furnish a rich field of study. An interpretation of a few will, we trust, send our readers to the sources that they may make a general study of the hymns which sing into our lives the facts and the spirit of the season which inspires the Christian to take up the cross and follow after Christ. One of the grandest of the Lenten hymns is from the pen of Isaac Watts. The hymn is a classic in its language, in its thought and in its spirit. The faith which it should inspire is the kind that will sustain and carry through life. Watt’s lifelong ambition, according to his own words, was to be a servant to churches and a helper of Christians. As the fourth verse states “Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.”
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor 

Weekly Devotional #11     
  March 14, 2021      
       “God So Loved the World”


   
      
                     4th Sunday of Lent

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:
L: God loves us with a steadfast love.
P: Let the redeemed of the Lord say so!
L: God loves us so much he gave us his Son.
P: Let us believe and have eternal life!
L: God loves us with a great love, rich in mercy.
P: Let us have faith to receive this grace!
ALL: Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.
Invocation:

Great Triune God, we have gathered here in your name as an act of faith, believing that you are not only among us, but that you love us. It is often hard to recognize your love,
see your mercy, and feel your presence. Help us today in our worship, that we might be transparent to your grace, as you reveal yourself to each one of us. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm: Psalm 107:1-3, 10-22, 43  #833 (Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: Ephesians 2:1-10
*Gospel: John 3:14-21
Meditation:

“God So Loved the World”


Back in the 1800’s, a miner had struck it rich in the California gold rush. He traveled east and found himself in New Orleans. While wandering the streets there, he stumbled upon a slave auction. A crowd of people were gathered watching the proceedings. After several slaves had been sold, the miner found himself feeling revolted by the whole thing. A young, beautiful black girl came to the auction block. Bidding for her began to eclipse the previous slaves, and it soon became apparent why some men were bidding so high for her. Anger and disgust twisted her face as the bidders made lewd comments talking openly about their plans for her. The miner was growing furious at the proceedings, and just as the auctioneer was about to close the bidding, the miner doubled the previous bid as a plan of his own grew in his mind. The auctioneer turned the girl over to him along with her ownership papers. The girl, filled with rage, spit in the miner’s face, anticipating what he might do with her.


They were walking down the street when the miner suddenly stopped in front of an office. He went in and held a rather animated discussion with the man inside. The miner showed the man the girl’s papers, and after paying the man the remainder of his gold, both men signed those papers. When the miner returned to the girl she said to him, “I hate you!” The man looked at her and said while handing her the papers, “you’re free. I just bought your freedom.” She looked at him incredulously. “Really, “ he said. “You’re free.” As the realization dawned on her, she teared up. “You spent all your money on me so I could be free?” Then the tears really began to flow. “You spent all your money on me so I could be free.” She repeated this over and over again as the depth of this man’s love washed over her. She was free in more ways than one. 


Unless you’ve ever been a slave, it’s impossible to imagine what that slave girl’s freedom meant to her. But it’s not so impossible to imagine and understand and receive God’s offer of love and freedom through Jesus Christ. The deeper question is whether we “know” it in the depths of our hearts. Do we know that God so loved us that he gave his very self for our freedom and new life? How does that make you feel? How do you respond to so generous a gift? Do you dare believe it?


Nicodemus, a leader in the Jewish community and a Pharisee, genuinely wanted to know who Jesus was and what he was doing through his teachings and miracles. He fully acknowledges that no one could do the things Jesus did unless he was from God. Yet his discussion with Jesus only seems to lead to more confusion; like being ‘born again’ and being ‘born of the Spirit.’ Jesus was talking about heavenly, spiritual matters that seemed to escape Nicodemus’s understanding, so Jesus uses an image that would have made sense to him.


Jesus uses the image of Moses and the bronze serpent being used by God to be a means of saving the Israelites from certain death. The story comes from today’s reading in the book of Numbers. God had just given the Israelites a victory over an enemy that wished to destroy them. Not too long after this event they grew impatient with both Moses and God… again! They grumbled and complained. And for their lack of trust and speaking badly of Moses and God, God sent poisonous snakes among them. Most were bitten and some died as a result. Then they cried out to Moses to help. God instructs Moses to craft a serpent made of bronze, set it on a pole, and place it in the middle of the Israelite camp. God told them that anyone that looks up at the snake, the symbol of their rebellious sin, they would be saved. All that they had to do was follow God’s instruction, even though it made no sense from a human point of view. How could looking up, in faith, at a snake on a pole, heal them of the snake bites? It was a matter of giving up their way of trying to do things and doing what God instructed them to do. 


Now Jesus is telling Nicodemus that the Son of Man, Jesus himself, would be God’s instrument of salvation in a similar way that the serpent in the wilderness was. That bronze serpent was the symbol of the Israelites sin. It was the symbol of God’s provision of salvation and healing because of his love for them. It was the symbol that God’s ways are different than the ways of people, and if people are to be in a relationship with God based on God’s love, than we have to embrace doing things God’s way and not our own. This is a huge part with what Nicodemus was struggling. 


What has become one of the most famous Bible verses of all time is incredibly deep and rich in meaning when we read it in its context. Jesus did not come to judge the world, or condemn it; he came to set all creation free from the bondage of sin and death. The very one through whom everything was created takes on everything that is wrong with the world, all the evil and all the justified punishment for that evil, in order to offer anyone who believes new life; a life spent in relationship to him that goes on forever. 


Jesus goes on to talk about light and dark; that people don’t come to God’s light because they don’t want to give up their sinful ways. They’d rather try and do things their own way instead of walking in the light of the way God created them to be and do. You can almost hear the pain of rejection in Jesus’s words knowing that people would rather stay broken and in bondage to sin and death then to be set free by his immense love for them. 


Jesus invites you to walk with him in the light of his forgiveness and love. Will you accept his invitation? Amen. 


Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
The days are getting longer, Lord. The sun’s rays are higher in the sky bringing more light to our world. Warmth begins to flood over the colder portions of our nation. Let the warmth of your mercy and love pour over us. As we have gathered this day to celebrate the good news that you have given to the world, remind us that it is our purpose to offer that good news to others, not only in words but in deeds of love and mercy, peace and justice. Let us lift the names of friends and loved ones in need of God’s healing light and love.
[A moment of silence.]
As we have offered names of people and situations which have been heavy on our hearts for your healing mercies, remind us also that we stand in need of that self-same healing love. As we pray for ministries of peace and justice and for those engaged in those wondrous missions, remind us that we are also on a journey of peace and justice whenever we offer comfort and aid to others. Be with us during this Lenten season. Give us hearts of great joy and courage to serve you all our days.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction:

As God has shared the best with you, now you are challenged to go forth to share your blessings with others. May the peace and love of God go with you always. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
