       Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #12
                         *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

     *Allison, Kelly & Kylee Aucker & Family; Sandy Zimmerman, (Helen M. Simpson Rehab.); Brian Shoop; Charlie Shertzer; Ann Hale; Mary Cooke; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Jeffery Harrison; Dee Portez; Pat Hauth
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates.  
 [image: image1.emf]

   
MARCH 21, 2021
  Fifth Sunday of Lent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

March 21, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fifth Sunday of Lent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
      L:  God’s mercy floods over us.

      P:  Lord, wash us clean of the pain in our lives.
      L:  God’s love pours into us.

      P:  Lord, pour your love into every pore of our beings.
      L:  Let the love and mercy of God reign in your heart today.

      P:  Be with us, Lord, and guide our lives. AMEN.
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:31-34   (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 51:1-17 (Responsively) 
                                         (See Insert or Pg. 808  in Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: Hebrews 5:5-10     (See Insert)  
*Gospel: John 12:20-33                    (See Insert)
Music -               “Lead Me to Calvary”   See Insert or Page 176                                                        

Sermon -         “No New Life Without Death”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -               “Near the Cross”           See Insert or Page 385
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on Fifth Sunday of Lent! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
********************************************************

Attendance for Mar. 14th: In-person- 27; Face book Mar. 7 online- 59 views as of Mar. 17th; Face book Mar. 7 online- 65 views as of Mar. 17th.
SUNDAY SCHOOL will begin again on Sunday April 11th (Sunday after Easter) at 9:00AM with one class for adults and one class for children for all those who feel comfortable to join us. More details and information will be in upcoming bulletins.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
Mar. 21 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Mar. 27 - 8:00AM - Clean-up Day at Valleys (outside - Please being rakes and shovels)
Mar. 28 - 10:15AM - Palm Sunday - In-Person Worship    Service or Online

Apr.    1 - 7:00PM - Valleys Maundy Thursday Service -   

                 In-person and Online - Holy Communion, No meal.

Apr.   2 - 12:00Noon - Valleys Good Friday Service - Online   only live streamed on Facebook and on Youtube
Apr.    4 -  10:15AM - Easter Sunday - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Holy Communion
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE on APRIL 1th 7:00PM will be held In-person and Online with Communion, No meal.

GOOD FRIDAY Service on APRIL 2nd will be Online only at 12:00Noon. 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4th 10:15AM will be In-Person and Online with Holy Communion
*****************************************************
           2021 HALIFAX COMMUNITY LENTEN and
                 EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE INFO

The local Halifax Churches (Halifax Ministerium) is offering special ONLINE services during Lent each Thursday at 7:00PM.  *An Easter Sunrise Service will be IN-PERSON at Camp Hebron.
*All Online services can be viewed by going to this link:

   https://halifaxcommunity.online.church/ 

THEME: HOPE OF THE CROSS—RESILENT LIVING

March 25 – Zion Stone UMC – Pastor John Lesher

April     4 – Camp Hebron – Pastor Nancy Brody

                     (In-Person Easter Sunrise Service)
*************************************************** 
                         SCRIPTURE READINGS:
    1st Reading - Old Testament Jeremiah 31:31-34  (NLT)
31 “The day is coming,” says the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. 32 This covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand and brought them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant, though I loved them as a husband loves his wife,” says the Lord. 33 “But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel after those days,” says the Lord. “I will put my instructions deep within them, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need to teach their relatives, saying, ‘You should know the Lord.’ For everyone, from the least to the greatest, will know me already,” says the Lord. “And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never again remember their sins.”
           2nd Reading - Psalm 51:1-17 (Responsive) (NRSV) Pg. 833 Blue Book
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
    and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
    and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
    and blameless when you pass judgment.
5 Indeed, I was born guilty,
    a sinner when my mother conceived me.
6 You desire truth in the inward being;
    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
    and put a new and right spirit within me.
    2nd Reading - Psalm 51:1-17 (Responsive) (Continued) (NRSV)
11 Do not cast me away from your presence,   
   and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit.
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
    and sinners will return to you.
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation,
    and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.
15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
16 For you have no delight in sacrifice;
    if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
      3rd Reading - New Testament Hebrews 5:5-10 (NLT)
5 That is why Christ did not honor himself by assuming he could become High Priest. No, he was chosen by God, who said to him,
“You are my Son. Today I have become your Father.” 6 And in another passage God said to him, “You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” 7 While Jesus was here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry and tears, to the one who could rescue him from death. And God heard his prayers because of his deep reverence for God. 8 Even though Jesus was God’s Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered. 9 In this way, God qualified him as a perfect High Priest, and he became the source of eternal salvation for all those who obey him. 10 And God designated him to be a High Priest in the order of Melchizedek.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: John 12:20-33 (NLT)

20 Some Greeks who had come to Jerusalem for the Passover celebration 21 paid a visit to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee. They said, “Sir, we want to meet Jesus.” 22 Philip told Andrew about it, and they went together to ask Jesus. 23 Jesus replied, “Now the time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory. 24 I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will produce many new kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives. 25 Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who care nothing for their life in this world will keep it for eternity. 26 Anyone who 
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading: John 12:20-33 (NLT) (Continued)
wants to serve me must follow me, because my servants must be where I am. And the Father will honor anyone who serves me.
27 “Now my soul is deeply troubled. Should I pray, ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But this is the very reason I came! 28 Father, bring glory to your name.” Then a voice spoke from heaven, saying, “I have already brought glory to my name, and I will do so again”

29 When the crowd heard the voice, some thought it was thunder, while others declared an angel had spoken to him. 30 Then Jesus told them, “The voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 The time for judging this world has come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast out. 32 And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate how he was going to die.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

History of Hymn: “Near the Cross”, alternatively named “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” or “In the Cross”, is a Christian hymn authored by Fanny Crosby and published in 1869. In this hymn, Crosby calls to Jesus to keep her” near the cross” and therefore within his love and grace. The melody was composed by William Howard Doane before Crosby wrote the lyrics for “Near the Cross. The tune is in F major and 6/8 time. It continues to be one of Crosby’s famous hymns and has been transcribed into numerous languages, including German, Russian, Haitian Creole, and Spanish. The eschatogical theme of “Near the Cross” captures the hope and joy of heaven that is so characteristic of Crosby’s hymns. “Till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.” The famous evangelist Dwight L Moody was said to have asked Crosby toward the end of her life” “If you could have just one wish granted, what would it be?” Moody expected her to ask for sight. Sensing this she is said to have replied, “If I could have one wish, I’d wish that I might continue blind the rest of my life.” Moody was taken back and asked, “How can you say that?” Crosby was said to have responded, “Because, after being blind for all these years, the first face I want to see now is the face of Jesus.”

Hymn: “Near the Cross” (Page 385 Red hymnal)                                  Fanny Jane Crosby | William Howard Doane NEAR THE CROSS Public Domain
CCLI Song #  36736  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Jesus keep me near the cross
There a precious fountain
Free to all a healing stream
Flows from Calv'ry's mountain     Chorus
Chorus   In the cross in the cross
Be my glory ever
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river                    Chorus
Verse 2   Near the cross a trembling soul
Love and mercy found me
There the Bright and Morning Star
Sheds its beams around me            Chorus
Verse 3   Near the cross O Lamb of God
Bring its scenes before me
Help me walk from day to day
With its shadows o'er me               Chorus
Verse 4   Near the cross I'll watch and wait
Hoping trusting ever
Till I reach the golden strand        Chorus
Links for Hymn: (Page 385):

 “Near the Cross” with lyrics
“Near the Cross”  with video 
THESE DAYS Devotional yearly subscription ($6 per year) is due. If you receive this devotional, you can pay the subscription by putting it in your offering envelope. Mark it “These Days”.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

CLEAN UP DAY: Saturday March 27 beginning at 8:00AM volunteers will clean up outside Valleys. Please bring rakes and shovels.
Hymn: “Lead Me to Calvary” (Pg 176 in Red hymnal)

Jennie Evelyn Hussey | William James Kirkpatrick DUNCANNON Public Domain

CCLI Song # 5176 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  King of my life I crown Thee now
Thine shall the glory be
Lest I forget Thy thorn-crowned brow
Lead me to Calvary                       Chorus
Chorus

Lest I forget Gethsemane
Lest I forget Thine agony
Lest I forget Thy love for me
Lead me to Calvary

Verse 2   Show me the tomb where Thou wast laid
Tenderly mourned and wept
Angels in robes of light arrayed
Guarded Thee whilst Thou slept  Chorus
Verse 3   Let me like Mary through the gloom
Come with a gift to Thee
Show to me now the empty tomb
Lead me to Calvary                        Chorus
Verse 4   May I be willing Lord to bear
Daily my cross for Thee
Even Thy cup of grief to share
Thou hast borne all for me            Chorus
Link for hymn: “Lead Me to Calvary”  (Page 176):   
2020 CHURCH DIRECTORY (one per household) and 2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up when you come to church. Copies of directory are available on the time capsule between the double set of doors at the church main entrance. If you wish to pick up your envelopes, please call the church office (717-896-3118) and we can put them out for no contact pickup during office hours.

SPRING HAS ARRIVED! Enjoy the beautiful spring weather!
History of Hymn: “Lead Me to Calvary”

“King of My Life” (Lead Me to Calvary”) by New England Quaker Jennie Evelyn Hussey (1874-1958), published in 1921, by far, her most commonly sung hymn. “Lead Me to Calvary” has the structure and theological approach of nineteenth-century gospel songs. The effective use of anaphora (repeating the first word or words in successive phrases) characterizes the refrain. In addition the tercet rhyming pattern (the rhyming of three successive phrases) is unusual and demonstrates more skill than many rhymes in this kind.    

    The “hook” - “Lead Me to Calvary” - is just the correct length. When singing all stanzas, it is repeated six times, just enough to put the theme in the singer’s mind and heart. The hymn, written in  first-person singular, invites the singer to participate directly in the passion narrative.  1st stanza-  “King of my life” is a sign of royal devotion that alludes to Christ‘s “thorn-crowned brow”. The refrain alludes to the Garden of Gethsemane. 2nd stanza- describes the tomb where Christ lay in the time between his death and resurrection. Stanza 3 - singer joins Mary in the garden to witness the empty tomb. Stanza 4 takes a sudden turn in a different direction. Rather than continuing the narrative toward the risen Christ’s triumphal appearance, Hussey seeks to identify totally with the suffering Christ as a sign of devotion and solace - to bear the cross and cup of grief first borne by Christ.

The language refers to specific biblical accounts and evokes images in the singer’s mind. The purpose isn’t to recount the historical sequence of occurrences that took place during Christ’s passion and resurrection, but to experience those events—anamnesis in Greek—to relive and remember them personally—“Lest I forget . . . .”

      The music “Duncannon” was named after gospel song composer William J. Kirkpatrick (1838-1921) birthplace - Duncannon, Pennsylvania. (He spent his life in Pennsylvania where he studied and worked in carpentry and mechanics for several years but found himself devoting all of his free time to music. He was particularly skilled in violin and cello and was in constant demand at his church. By 1855, as a teenager, he chose to devote himself to sacred music an God blessed him with a  beautiful and fruitful ministry.

He began composing hymns and published his first tune in 1858. By the end of his life, he had composed over 160 tunes. He also helped to edit and publish an estimated 50 hymn collection.) His music complements the text by its direct, uncomplicated melodic form and harmonic progressions. The melody reaches its zenith on the third phrase of the refrain, leaping up a sixth after four measures of mostly midiregister stepwise movement. One always sings the “hook” to the same stepwise melodic fragment. Hussey, a fourth-generation Quaker, was an avid writer of poems, including 150 hymns. She cared for her invalid sister much of her adult life and battled painful, crippling arthritis. Yet she maintained a bright, cheerful attitude through it all.. But Jennie chose to identify with the Baptists. When she requested believer’s baptism at First Baptist Church, in Concord, New Hampshire, she said to the pastor, “I’ve spent much of my life hidden away in the country, and I’d like to have the opportunity, before God takes me home, to tell everybody, “I love Jesus.” One way Jennie did that is through the many hymns she wrote. This particular hymn seemed to grow itself. One day, when the painful trial of her arthritis was almost beyond endurance, she prayed,    “Please, Lord, make me willing to bear my cross daily, without complaining, because YOU bore Yours for me.” She then set down that prayer in lines of verse that would later become verse 4 of the hymn. “Lead Me to Calvary.”
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #12     
     March 21, 2021      
         “No New Life Without Death”


   
      
                       5th Sunday of Lent

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:
L: God’s mercy floods over us.

P: Lord, wash us clean of the pain in our lives.
L: God’s love pours into us.

P: Lord, pour your love into every pore of our beings.
L: Let the love and mercy of God reign in your heart today.

P: Be with us, Lord, and guide our lives. AMEN.
Invocation:

Lord, be with us this day as we commit ourselves to being your disciples. Help us to face the future unafraid, trusting in your loving care and presence with us. We pray this in Jesus’ name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm: Psalm 51:1-17  #808 (Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: Hebrews 5:5-10
*Gospel: John 12:20-33
Meditation:

“No New Life Without Death”


We are a culture overly preoccupied with death. Or more accurately, avoiding death. There’s all kinds of anti-aging cosmetics. Things designed to restore a youthful vigor to your appearance. People engage plastic surgeons to do their best to hide the natural aging process that reminds us of our own mortality. When we talk about death, we avoid using the word, ‘death,’ or ‘dead.’ We use terms like passed on, crossed over, loss or lost, no longer with us, and so on. And TV shows and movies also reveal our fascination with death. Shows like “Ghost Whisperer,” “Ghost Hunters,” “Supernatural,” “Ghost,” and so many more. And if we’re going to be completely honest with ourselves, what drives our avoidance and preoccupation with death is fear. Fear of the unknown. Fear of loss. Fear of the finality of death. Fear. 


Jesus’s followers thought he was unduly focused on his own death. He talked about it quite a bit, especially in the last year of his earthly ministry. Jesus was warning them about what was going to happen so they weren’t caught by surprise. That his death was part of God’s plan all along. But they didn’t get it. They thought that Jesus, as Messiah, had come to restore Israel to her glorious past. They thought he would lead a revolt against Rome and Rome’s puppet dynasty, the Herods. They thought he had come to clean the temple of all its corruption in order to live in proper relationship to God and the world. How could that happen if Jesus were dead? They didn’t always get what Jesus meant by his more cryptic statements; in fact, they were set on trying to prevent Jesus’s death. 


Jesus, however, was pointing to a different reality. A reality in which sin, and the effects of sin on God’s creation would be defeated. A reality in which people wouldn’t be held accountable to a law they could never keep. A reality in which God had done everything necessary to set people free from the consequences of not keeping that law. A reality in which God’s relentless, pursuing love offered in Jesus Christ and his death and resurrection, would bring new, eternal life to anyone who would accept God’s gift by faith. 


Jesus teaches that there is no new life without death. That is true in both the natural world and the spiritual world. He uses the image of seed and wheat to make his point. A seed, in many ways, is dead: dormant. There are precise environmental factors that need to line up before that seed comes to life to become what it’s intended to be, and produce what it’s intended to produce. Jesus is saying the same is true in the spiritual world, and in particular, with him being the seed. In order for the things God wants to bring to fruition, Jesus, like a seed, has to die in order that new life should be born. Without Jesus’s death and resurrection, the more important freedoms, from sin and death, rather than just from Roman oppression, would never be available to humanity. 


Just as Jesus gave up so many of his rights and entitlements (after all, he is the creator of all that is), we, as Jesus’s followers must also give up our sense of rights and entitlements and die to self. Are we willing to give up, or die, to our needs? Our wants? Our desires, especially those that are selfish and self-destructive? Are we willing to give up possessions in order to follow Jesus more faithfully? What might Jesus be inviting you to give up in order to follow him more faithfully? In many ways, giving up these things is a type of death to self. And remember, dying to self in following Jesus, leads to a new life we can only begin to imagine. 


Another thing we need to give up, or die to, is our need to control. We want to control so much of our lives in order to achieve a sense of peace that is elusive at best. Like a trapeze artist hanging on until they’re lined up just right with the one catching, Jesus invites us to let go our need for control and perceived safety, in order to be ‘caught’ by him. We try and control our own destinies. We work, save, try to have the ‘right’ house, in the right neighborhood, with the right neighbors, have sufficient resources to retire when we want to retire. Not that there’s anything necessarily wrong with those things. But they become a problem when we’re so preoccupied with pursuing those things that we become incapable of following the lead of the Holy Spirit when called. 


We also need to die to the need to control our world. We never can, and we never will. The world is God’s and God’s alone. And for the meantime, Satan has been given permission to run amuck over it. God does call us to participate with him in establishing his Kingdom reign, but not control it. One way our need to control our world becomes evident is when we have the mindset that all change is good as long as it’s mine. In other words, as long as things go my way, I’m okay with that particular change. But when change costs me something, even though it may benefit someone far worse off than I am, then I will fight to keep what’s mine and resist that change. Sadly, this mindset plays out in the church far more often than it should. Are we willing to die to our need to control in favor of what God wants to bring about?


When we allow these things to die, they don’t just die in a vacuum, as if nothing better will take their place. They die at the cross as we surrender them to Jesus. As we give those things to Jesus and ‘die’ in a sense, we are resurrected with Jesus in to an amazing new life. This new life is a new reality that is focused on him, and fully dependent on him and his faithfulness. As we focus on Jesus, we find he redirects our focus to include others. And as we do so, we find our needs and desires, those which truly honor God, are met in him. May we be willing to die to ourselves, and allow God to resurrect us with Jesus. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Compassionate Lord, forgive us when we falter on this Lenten pathway; when the road ahead seems too uncertain and we are afraid. We admit that following Jesus is not an easy task. Jesus requires us to be willing to make the ultimate commitment of our whole lives and we hesitate and hold back. Draw us back to you, Lord. Give us confidence and courage to face the future with hope in you. Let us place our trust in you that the message of peace and mercy you have given to us through Jesus Christ may be offered to others through our own witness to your healing mercy. We offer to you the names of friends and loved ones, situations and concerns, our community and the world that are in need of your healing touch, mercy and love.

[A moment of silence.]
You know us too well, Lord. You know that we would like the ways of discipleship to be easy; to have the paths laid out in a neat line with the future clearly visible at all times. But part of our journey is obscured by our own greed and fear. You do not block the way to hope and peace. Our own fears provide the barriers; and far too often those barriers take the forms of alienation and prejudice. Write your words on our hearts, Merciful God. Plant your transforming love in our spirits. Give us courage. As we have gathered this day to bring before you our concerns, our joys and our sorrows, give us hearts of peace and confidence in your all-sustaining presence. Help us to set our feet on this pathway toward the cross and beyond.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction:
May God create in you a clean heart, a transformed heart, a heart that knows and seeks and loves the justice and mercy of the Lord. May you accept the gift of salvation not your personal possession to be coveted, but His work, accomplished in the destruction of Sin on the cross of Jesus Christ. And may you humble yourself before the Lord, coming before Him with a broken spirit, a contrite heart, receiving from His hand great compassion and unfailing love. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
