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3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
All services and activities and meetings are suspended through March 29 due to C-virus. It will be evaluated on March 30 and we will keep you informed.

 IMMERSE Bible Reading Gatherings are postponed until C-virus crisis is over.
             Halifax Senior Center is closed until further notice

            due to C-virus

Girl Scout activities and Wednesday Zumba are suspended until further notice due to C-virus
Conditions will be evaluated on March 30 whether to continue suspending services and activities, depending on recommendations of CDC, state and government in order to keep our congregation and others safe.

Link to March 22 sermon (on Facebook Live) will be on Valleys website. You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2020 Halifax Community Lenten Services have been cancelled due to the C-virus.

The Easter Sunrise service has not been cancelled at this time. We will keep you informed as to whether Easter Sunrise Service will be held or cancelled.  
    Easter Sunrise April   12- Pastor Nancy Brody at Camp Hebron 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


                   *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
Dohn Fetterhoff, (Gary’s brother); Alan Snyder, (Home); Kalli & Cory Shoop & family; Colleen Bublitz; Pastor Dave Guertin; Donna Motter; Sandy Zimmerman; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly;  Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Tom Hale; Robert “Pete” & Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Robin Kreiner; Judy Miller; Paul Enders; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Phyliss Corsnitz;  Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani; Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Cathy Steppy; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; John Sweikert; Janet Helt: Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Susan Lazor    
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; June Wiest; Tom Lauver; Vickie Shoffler; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries around the world.
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.  If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, Please sent prayer requests to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed above.
Lenten Weekly Devotional #1
Week of March 23, 2020

Luke 1:26-38
Greetings! Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus.

I pray you might use this devotional to draw close to God and stay connected to what we are doing and praying in this time of physical separation. 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship


By grace we have been saved through faith. This is not our own doing; it is the gift of God. For we are God’s handiwork, redeemed in Jesus Christ for good works, works God has prepared for us, that we should walk in them. Praise the Lord! The Lord’s name be praised!

Readings:

Old Testament: Isaiah 7:10-14

Psalm: Psalm 40:5-10

Gospel Text: Luke 1:26-38

Meditation:


Sometimes God comes to us in ways that are troubling asking us to do the humanly impossible. How do we even respond in such times? How do we discern if what we are experiencing is truly from God, or just some crazy notion fueled by indigestion caused by last night’s questionable leftovers? These are challenging questions we must wrestle with if we are to remain faithful followers of Jesus. 


In Luke’s text we read about the angel’s visitation to Mary to let her know that God has chosen her to give birth to the Messiah; God’s Anointed One. The One promised to Israel who would be prophet, priest, and king and would save all peoples from their sin. They were to name this child, Jesus, which means, “Yahweh Saves.” 


Imagine being Mary, a young teenager (13-15) at the time of the visit. You live among the working poor in the hole in the wall town of Nazareth… and then an angel comes to bring you this fantastical news. What must she have felt? How could she be certain this news was, in fact, from God?


The angel’s message answered some of that. He first reassures her to not be afraid. He tells her that God highly favors her, that his grace is poured out on her, and that God is with her. Comforting words indeed. But what comes next is anything but comforting… that Mary would conceive a child by the agency of the Holy Spirit who would be the Messiah. Ummm, what? Mary rightly wonders how this could even be possible.


God, through the message of the angel, shows Mary his plans. The Holy Spirit would make this possible, even though she was a virgin… humanly impossible. Her cousin, Elizabeth, was now 6 months pregnant when she had been barren, unable to conceive. Again, humanly impossible. And the angel punctuates his points by reminding Mary (and us) that nothing is impossible with God. 


Mary’s response is one that I deeply admire, namely because I’m not sure it would be my initial response. After her questions are answered she responds with grace, humility, and surrender to her God. She refers to herself as being God’s bondservant. A bondservant is different than an employed servant or a slave. A bondservant was one who was released from indentured servitude and upon release, chooses to remain in service to their master. This is Mary’s posture before God and God’s plans. 


God’s coming and calling to us is often troubling because it is a call to step out of our comfort zones and embrace what seems to be humanly impossible. Yet we can take comfort in this: God calls us not because there is anything particularly special about us that sets us apart from anyone else. Which also means there is nothing in us that can separate us from his love and call except our refusal to respond. He calls us because he deeply loves us and wants to shower his grace upon us so that we can reveal who He is to the world around us. 


May you experience God’s relentless passionate love for you today, and may you respond by receiving that love offered in life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Amen.

Benediction:

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in the Church, and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two.  
