              Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #13                              *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Lydia Faust, (Surgery on Mar. 29); Sandy Zimmerman; Brian Shoop; Charlie Shertzer; Ann Hale; Mary Cooke; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Jeffery Harrison; Pat Hauth

OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates.  
                                  [image: image1.emf]


MARCH 28, 2021
   Palm Sunday
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
March 28, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Palm Sunday
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
      L:  This is the day that the Lord has made!

      P:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
      L:  Open wide the gates of your hearts.
      P:  Let the Savior enter!
      L:  Shout with joy, all you people.

      P:  The Savior has come forth bringing peace. AMEN.
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: 2 Kings 9:11-13   (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 118:1, 5-9, 13-17, 21-29 (Responsively) 
                                         (See Insert or Pg. 841 in Blue Hymnal)
Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-2      (See Insert)  
*Gospel: Mark 11:1-11                 (See Insert)
Music -   “All Glory, Laud and Honor”   See Insert or Page 173                                                       

Sermon -                  “King Jesus”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -   “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”          See Insert or Page 174
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on Palm Sunday! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Mar. 21 was 34.
Face book views for Mar. 21 was 40.

Face book views for Mar. 14 was 70.
SUNDAY SCHOOL will begin again on Sunday April 11th (Sunday after Easter) at 9:00AM with one class for adults and one class for children for all those who feel comfortable to join us. More details and information will be in upcoming bulletins.
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE on APRIL 1st 7:00PM will be held In-person and Online with Communion, No meal.

GOOD FRIDAY Service on APRIL 2nd will be Online only at 12:00Noon. 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4th 10:15AM will be In-Person and Online with Holy Communion
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
Mar. 28 - 10:15AM - Palm Sunday - In-Person Worship    Service or Online

Apr.    1 - 7:00PM - Valleys Maundy Thursday Service -   

                 In-person and Online - Holy Communion, No meal.

Apr.   2 - 12:00Noon - Valleys Good Friday Service - Online   only live streamed on Facebook and on Youtube
Apr.    4 -  10:15AM - Easter Sunday - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Holy Communion
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday April 13th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Ham, Scalloped potatoes, Green beans, Salad, Fruit cup, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday April 8th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

*****************************************************
           2021 HALIFAX COMMUNITY LENTEN and
                 EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE INFO

The local Halifax Churches (Halifax Ministerium) is offering special ONLINE services during Lent each Thursday at 7:00PM.  *An Easter Sunrise Service at 6:30AM will be IN-PERSON at Camp Hebron (followed by breakfast prepared by Camp Hebron).
*All Online services can be viewed by going to this link:

   https://halifaxcommunity.online.church/ 

THEME: HOPE OF THE CROSS—RESILENT LIVING

April     4 – Camp Hebron – Pastor Nancy Brody

                     (In-Person Easter Sunrise Service)
*************************************************** 
                         SCRIPTURE READINGS:

    1st Reading - Old Testament 2 Kings 9:11-13  (NLT)
11 Jehu went back to his fellow officers, and one of them asked him, “What did that madman want? Is everything all right?” “You know

how a man like that babbles on,” Jehu replied. 12 “You’re hiding something,” they said. “Tell us.” So Jehu told them, “He said to me, ‘This is what the Lord says: I have anointed you to be king over Israel.’” 13 Then they quickly spread out their cloaks on the bare steps and blew the ram’s horn, shouting, “Jehu is king!”
 2nd Reading - Psalm 118:1, 5-9, 13-17, 21-29 (Responsive) Pg. 841 Blue Book   (NRSV) 
1 O give thanks to the Lord, 
    for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!

5 Out of my distress I called on the Lord;
    the Lord answered me and set me in a broad place.
6 With the Lord on my side I do not fear.
    What can mortals do to me?
7 The Lord is on my side to help me;
    I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.
8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord
    than to put confidence in mortals.
9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord
    than to put confidence in princes.

13 I was pushed hard, so that I was falling,
    but the Lord helped me.
14 The Lord is my strength and my might;
    he has become my salvation.
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly;
16 the right hand of the Lord is exalted;
    the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.”
17 I shall not die, but I shall live,
    and recount the deeds of the Lord.
21 I thank you that you have answered me
    and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the Lord has made;
  2nd Reading- Psalm 118:1, 5-9, 13-17, 21-29 (Responsive (Continued) (NRSV)
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!
    O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
    We bless you from the house of the Lord.
27 The Lord is God, and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches,
    up to the horns of the altar.
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
    you are my God, I will extol you.
29 O give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.
 3rd Reading - Old Testament Malachi 3:1-2 (NLT)
3 “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. Then the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger of the covenant, whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 2 “But who will be able to endure it when he comes? Who will be able to stand and face him when he appears? For he will be like a blazing fire that refines metal, or like a strong soap that bleaches clothes.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading Mark 11:1-11 (NLT)
11 As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the towns of Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead. 2 “Go into that village over there,” he told them. “As soon as you enter it, you will see a young donkey tied there that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks, ‘What are you doing?’ just say, ‘The Lord needs it and will return it soon.’” 4 The two disciples left and found the colt standing in the street, tied outside the front door. 5 As they were untying it, some bystanders demanded, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They said what Jesus had told them to say, and they were permitted to take it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments over it, and he sat on it. 8 Many in the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of him, and others spread leafy branches they had 
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading Mark 11:1-11 (NLT) (Continued)
cut in the fields. 9 Jesus was in the center of the procession, and the people all around him were shouting, “Praise God!
    Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10 Blessings on the coming Kingdom of our ancestor David!
    Praise God in highest heaven!” 11 So Jesus came to Jerusalem and went into the Temple. After looking around carefully at everything, he left because it was late in the afternoon. Then he returned to Bethany with the twelve disciples.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hymn: “All Glory Laud and Honor” (Page 173 in Red hymnal)                                  John Mason Neale | Melchior Teschner | Theodulph Of Orleans        

   SAINT THEODULPH    Public Domain
CCLI Song # 29509 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  All glory laud and honor
To Thee Redeemer King
To whom the lips of children
Make sweet hosannas ring
Thou art the King of Israel
Thou David's royal Son
Who in the Lord's name comest
The King and Blessed One
Verse 2  The company of angels
Are praising Thee on high
And mortal men and all things
Created make reply
The people of the Hebrews
With palms before Thee went
Our praise and prayer and anthems
Before Thee we present
Verse 3  To Thee before Thy passion
They sang their hymns of praise
To Thee now high exalted
Our melody we raise
Thou didst accept their praises
Accept the prayers we bring
Who in all good delightest
Thou good and gracious King  Amen
Links for Hymn: “All Glory, Laud and Honor” (Pg 173 Red hymnal):
https://youtu.be/RCdupLpGw6w?t=1 

https://youtu.be/j2vnmHE-fIA?t=2 

THESE DAYS Devotional yearly subscription ($6 per year) is due. If you receive this devotional, you can pay the subscription by putting it in your offering envelope. Mark it “These Days”.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
                         The Palms          

1.
O’er all the way, green palms and blos-soms gay ----


Are strewn this day in fes-tal prep-a-ra-tion,


Where Je-sus comes to wipe our tears a-way; ----


E’en now the throng to wel-come him pre-pare. ---

Refrain:



Praise ye, praise ye the Lord!


Let ev-’ry voice re-sound in joy-ous ac-cla-ma-tion!


Ho-san-na!  Praise ye the Lord!  ---


Bless him who com-eth to bring us sal-va - - - - tion. 

2.
Sing and re-joice, O blest Je-ru-sa-lem;


Of all thy sons sing the e-man-ci-pa-tion!


Through bound-less love the Christ of Beth-le-hem


Brings faith and hope to thee for ev-er-more. ---

Refrain:


Praise ye, praise ye the Lord!


Let ev’ry voice re-sound in joy-ous ac-cla-ma-tion!


Ho-san-na!  Praise ye the Lord! ---


Bless him who come-eth to bring us sal-va - - - - tion. 

(The choir and congregation usually sings this but Peggy will play it since choir and congregation are not singing at this time.)

Links to “The Palms”: https://youtu.be/_soswLjvtxU?t=2 
https://youtu.be/3hECLk_HyUU?t=2 

https://youtu.be/6TB4DV68HVA?t=2  (piano, violin, cello)
Hymn: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” (Pg 176 in Red hymnal)

Jennette Threlfall | Theodulph Of Orleans | Xavier Ludwig Hartig
       ELLACOMBE Public Domain
CCLI Song # 197280 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Hosanna loud hosanna
The little children sang
Through pillared court and temple
The lovely anthem rang
To Jesus who had blessed them
Close folded to his breast
The children sang their praises
The simplest and the best
Verse 2   From Olivet they followed
'Mid an exultant crowd
The victor palm-branch waving
And chanting clear and loud
The Lord of men and angels
Rode on in lowly state
Nor scorned that little children
Should on his bidding wait
Verse 3   Hosanna in the Highest
That ancient song we sing
For Christ is our Redeemer
The Lord of heaven our King
O may we ever praise him
With heart and life and voice
And in his blissful presence
Eternally rejoice
Link for hymn: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”  (Page 174):   
https://youtu.be/yjWn548loZo?t=2 
https://youtu.be/ij1khwpf7P4?t=2
History of Hymn: “All Glory, Laud and Honor”-
“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” is perhaps the typical Palm Sunday entrance hymn. With its Latin text written in the 9th century by Theodulph of Orleans (ca. 750-821), its English translation  (originally written in Latin) was translated in 1851 by John Mason Neale (1818-1866) and its majestic 17th-century German tune by Melchior Teschner (1584-1635), one would have to look far and wide for a hymn more rooted in Western historical and cultural traditions. Neale revised his translation in 1854 and revised it further in 1861. The hymn was originally made of thirty-nine verses however only the first twelve lines were sung since a ninth-century published manuscript attributed to St. Gall under Neal’s translation.

Methodist hymnologist Fred Gealy notes the context for the writing of this hymn: “According to the legend as told by Clichtoveus, in his Elucidatorium, 1516, the hymn was composed and first sung on a certain Sunday when Theodulph was imprisoned in Angers. Emperor Louis was present that day as the procession moved through the city and halted beneath the tower where the saint was imprisoned. Suddenly, to his astonishment, the emperor heard from above the Gloria Laus, chanted loudly and melodiously. Being charmed, he asked the name of the singer and was told that it was his own prisoner, Theodulph. Moved with compassion for him, the emperor pardoned the saint, returned him to his see and ordered that henceforth the hymn which Theodulph had composed be sung on Palm Sunday.”  

    British hymnologist J. Richard Watson notes that “modern scholars have cast doubt on the story of the release from prison, which would have appealed strongly to [the translator and romantic John Mason] Neale. Louis did not visit Angers after 818, which was the date of Theodulph’s imprisonment. Neale would have liked to think that a hymn could have such a powerful effect.”Although sung at other times, this hymn is usually sung on Palm Sunday. It beautifully captures the spontaneous joy which greeter the King of Kings as he triumphantly rode into Jerusalem. It is based on Matthew 21-:1-11 although reference to ‘palm’ follows the Biblical version of John’s Gospel since both in the gospels of Matthew and Mark the crowd uses branches from the trees.

History of hymn “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” - Can you picture the excitement of this scene? Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey with crowds of people shouting “Hosanna.” Matthew also tells us that the children were shouting “Hosanna” in the temple (Matt. 21:15, NIV). Jeanette Threlfall (1821-1880) envisioned this celebration, especially the role the children played. Her hymn “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” begins with the children singing and a reminder that Jesus welcomed and blessed the children throughout his ministry. This hymn was written by Jennette Threfall a century and a half ago.  People who didn’t know Jennette might have pitied her, because as a child she was orphaned and as an adult she suffered an accident that rendered her an invalid.  But the people around her knew her, not for her handicap, but for her cheerful nature and she loved to write poems and hymns.  She was a woman of deep faith who expressed that faith through her poetry.  In her song, “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna,” she invites us to celebrate again the coming of Jesus into Jerusalem in his Triumphal Entry.
     She wrote this prayer to the Source of her strength: “O Loving Father, give Thy poor child strength! Thou knowest she has none: O loving Father, give her strength to say, “Thy Will Be Done!” Threlfall must have loved to imagine the children running and shouting “Hosanna” and being welcomed into the arms of Jesus. The hymn was paired with the hymn tune ELLACOMBE in 1898 in a successful hymnal that was revised and updated in four editions through 2005. Her original poem had four stanzas. Music Ellacombe, a German melody from 1784, adapted by William Henry Monk (1823-1889)
      As we commemorate Palm Sunday in our worship services today, we remember the drama of the first crowd that gathered to shout “Hosanna” and hail Jesus as king as he entered Jerusalem. Miss Threlfall reminds us that we also look to the day when Jesus enters the new Jerusalem, where white-robed multitudes will again take up their palms, shouting: “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Rev. 7:9-10 NIV).
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #13    
         March 28, 2021      
         
                    “King Jesus”

   
      
                       
 Palm Sunday 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:
L: This is the day that the Lord has made!

P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
L: Open wide the gates of your hearts.

P: Let the Savior enter!
L: Shout with joy, all you people.

P: The Savior has come forth bringing peace. AMEN.
Invocation:

This is the day that you have made: you have filled it with signs of your presence; your Spirit’s breath permeates every moment; your grace fills each experience; your promises move within each event, pulling us toward hope. Receive our thanks. Receive our praise, through Christ our Lord for it’s in his love we know your deep love, your faithfulness, and your grace. Amen. 
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: 2 Kings 9:11-13
Psalm: Psalm 118:1, 5-9, 13-17, 21-29  #841 (Blue Hymnal)
Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-2
*Gospel: Mark 11:1-11
Meditation:

“King Jesus”


I remember the excitement that swept through Chicago after each of the Chicago Bulls NBA championships with the likes of Michael Jordan, Scottie Pippin, Steve Kerr, and Phil Jackson making it possible. I remember the days and weeks that followed each championship win with the media spectacle, parades, frequent guest appearances on various TV shows, and so on. The parades are what really stand out in my mind. For hours, before and after, the city was practically shut down in the downtown area. Many businesses closed so their employees could attend the event. It was like welcoming home conquering heroes from an epic battle. They were treated like royalty. This is something of the fervor at Jesus’s triumphal entry. 


Jesus’s actions, and Mark’s account of those actions, is meant to distinguish Jesus as being a radically different king than Caesar, or Herod. Jesus and his followers have traveled the road from Jericho up to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. In fact, many people were gathered as Passover was perhaps the most important Holy day to Jewish people. Passover was a remembrance of God’s deliverance of the Hebrew slaves by Moses from the land of Egypt. It was a holiday instituted by God to remember his mercy and love. It is perhaps the single most defining moment of Jewish self-identity. And no faithful, observant Jew would miss the opportunity to gather in Jerusalem to celebrate. 


Jesus instructs his followers to get a young donkey for him to use in going into the city. His instructions are very specific including what to say to people who question what they are doing. He wants them to make it clear that the animal would be returned as soon as they were done with it. This is in stark contrast to how the Romans and Herod did things. If they needed or wanted something, they just took it. They would ‘commandeer’ what they sought in the name of some official need, with no intention of returning what they took. Jesus was different.


The next difference is that Jesus is using a colt; a very young, unridden donkey. Most kings and military commanders, anyone in any position of authority, would use a horse. And not just any horse: they’d use a warhorse or charger specifically bred and trained to do battle. The warhorse projected strength and power, whereas the colt projected meekness and peace. The warhorse was intimidating, where the colt was invitingly approachable. So just what sort of king was Mark presenting Jesus to be? What sort of king was Jesus revealing himself to be?


The first hint we have comes when Jesus’s followers lay cloaks and palm branches over the ground on which Jesus would travel. A sort of 1st century impromptu ‘red carpet’ event. It has clear allusions to the prophesies of the Messiah mentioned by Jacob to his sons in Genesis 49:1-11 in which Jacob describes the king coming from the line of his son, Judah, as one coming on a colt. The same sort of description comes from Zechariah 9:9 describing the one who would deliver Israel from her oppressors; he would come in peace, riding on a young colt. 


Mark shows Jesus is a king in the tradition of another king of Israel; King Jehu. In 2 Kings 9:12-13 you can read about Jehu’s coronation after God reveals he would be king after Ahab and Jezebel were dead because of their wickedness. Jehu’s followers took their cloaks and laid them along some steps on which Jehu could walk. Jesus’s followers honor Jesus in the same way. They are making it quite clear that Jesus is their king. 


The crowd also sensing something unique and wonderful in what Jesus and his followers are doing. Seeing Jesus entering Jerusalem on a colt, traveling a road strewn with cloaks and palm branches, they don’t miss the Messianic implications. They begin crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” The word, ‘hosanna’ is a cry for deliverance, a cry of praise, and a declaration of hope all at the same time. It literally means, “save, I pray.” It is used of God and has powerful messianic implications based on the hopes placed in the words of the prophets. For Mark, there was no confusion about Jesus’s identity among his followers, but tremendous confusion over Jesus’s mission as Messiah.  Mark tells us that once Jesus enters the city, he goes to the temple. And it’s clear that once there Jesus doesn’t like what he sees, but that part of the story is for another day.


Jesus didn’t come to set up some grand earthly kingdom to rival all others that could be marked by physical boundaries and would occupy a certain space. He came to establish the Kingdom of God within human hearts: our hearts. He knew that people needed to change and turn to God’s love before any earthly nation could change. Jesus mission, at least in part, was to establish God’s Kingdom within the human heart as a subversive way to change earthly kingdoms and their characters. By forgiving, redeeming, and transforming people by Jesus’s sacrificial love, the world would be changed. Forever. 


We must remember that Jesus’ triumphal entry started with praise and acclaim, and led to a path of suffering that went to Golgotha before being vindicated in triumph at his resurrection. The crowds at Jesus’s coming to Jerusalem got the words right. They rightly offered up praise in recognition of Jesus’s identity as Messiah. But they failed miserably at understanding his mission, and they killed him because of it. As Peter learned earlier in the story, it’s not enough to get the words right. Jesus must also define the words for us. 


As Jesus invites us to surrender all other allegiances to him and his lordship, may we find the strength and grace to go where he leads, to have the courage to suffer for his name’s sake, in order to experience all he has to offer: himself, and life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Through the shouts and branches, the Savior rides again into our hearts, our Jerusalems, the places that we have fortified, sometimes against even God’s truth and love. Patient God, be with us today as we witness again the entry of Jesus into the holy city. Remind us that our "holy cities", our souls, need to welcome Jesus, truly in celebration and in commitment to his witness to us. We can so easily get caught up in the noise and forget the Savior. We can get so focused on the celebration and colors that we look past the solitary figure on the small donkey. We stand at the gates this day to welcome Jesus. May our welcome of Jesus also be reflected in our welcome of others who come into our midst. Free us from judgment and prejudice, that we may be open to hearing your word through the ministry of Jesus and the disciples. Hear now, our silent prayers on behalf of loved ones, friends, our community, and the world that are in need of your healing and love. 

[A moment of silence.]
As we have spoken the names of ones who are near and dear to us who need your healing love, O God, help us also to remember that we need a good measure of your grace and mercy. Bring us through this parade into the comfort of your love. Hosanna! Blessed is Jesus! Blessed is He who has come and who continues to come into our lives forever. AMEN.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

The road has been long. You have seen much on this journey, but it is not time to quit. There is much to be done. Go in peace, dear people of God. Go ready to proclaim with your lives that Jesus is Lord and Savior. Go to offer God’s love and peace to all. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
