Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #10
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Sandy Zimmerman, (West Shore UMPC); *Brian Shoop, (Harrisburg Pinnacle, had surgery); *Peggy Berra; *Katy Campbell, (Charlie Shertzer’s Aunt); Ann Hale; Mary Cooke; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Jake Hale; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller;  Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Jeffery Harrison; Dee Porte; Pat Hauth; Greg Shertzer; Butch Gonder
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
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SUNDAY MARCH 7, 2021
                   Third Sunday in Lent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin
                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
March 7, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday in Lent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
    Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
            L:  We stand in the need of the presence of God.

P:  Our lives can so easily become corrupted by our own selfishness and greed.
L:  But the Lord has heard our cries and calls us forward on this journey.

P:  Lord, guide our steps.
L:  Come, let us worship God who is always with us.

P:  Let us open our hearts to the forgiving, healing, restoring love of God. 
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Exodus 20:1-17               (See Insert)

Psalm: Psalm 19 (Responsive)  (See Insert or Pg 788 Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25     (See Insert) 
*Gospel: John 2:13-22                              (See Insert) 
Music -           “Jesus, I Come”  (See Note above)      Page 336

Sermon  -                 “House Cleaning”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

    Words of Assurance                                     

     HOLY COMMUNION 

    Music -  “My Jesus, I Love Thee”  (See Note above)     Page 364
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Worship Service: We welcome you on the Third Sunday in Lent! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
Attendance for Feb. 28: In-person - 25; Facebook online - 85 views as of Mar. 3rd. Online views for Feb. 21st - 64 views. 
                    SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
*******************************************************

SUNDAY SCHOOL will begin again on Sunday April 11th (Sunday after Easter) at 9:00AM with one class for adults and one class for children for all those who feel comfortable to join us. More details and information will be in upcoming bulletins.
                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
Mar.  7 - 
10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

          Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
Mar.   9 - 5:30-6:30PM -  Community Meal Pick-Up
Mar. 13 - TURN CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR!
Mar. 14 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Mar. 15 - April/May Newsletter Articles are due today!

Mar. 21 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday March 9th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Fish (Fish sticks for kids), Macaroni & cheese, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert.

Call church office by Thursday March 4th to reserve meal. Please see sign-up sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.






*****************************************************
           2021 HALIFAX COMMUNITY LENTEN and

                 EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE INFO

The local Halifax Churches (Halifax Ministerium) is offering special ONLINE services during Lent each Thursday at 7:00PM.  *An Easter Sunrise Service will be IN-PERSON at Camp Hebron.

*All Online services can be viewed by going to this link at 7:00PM on Thursdays in Lent:

   https://halifaxcommunity.online.church/ 

THEME: HOPE OF THE CROSS—RESILENT LIVING

March 4 – Uplift Community Church of God –

                      Pastor April Ocasio
March 11 – Faith UMC – Pastor Gail Boyer

March 18 – Halifax UMC – Pastor Brendan Hock

March 25 – Zion Stone UMC – Pastor John Lesher

April     4 – Camp Hebron – Pastor Nancy Brody

                     (In-Person Easter Sunrise Service)

***************************************************                
PALM SUNDAY on MARCH 28th 10:15AM will be In-person and Online.
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE on APRIL 1th 7:00PM will be held In-person and Online with Communion, No meal.
GOOD FRIDAY Service on APRIL 2nd will be online only at 12:00Noon. 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4th 10:15AM will be In-Person and Online with Holy Communion
1st Reading - Old Testament Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 (NLT)
20 Then God gave the people all these instructions: 2 “I am the

Lord your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery.3 “You must not have any other god but me. 4 “You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth or in the sea. 5 You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and fourth generations

of those who reject me. 6 But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on those who love me and obey my commands. 7 “You must not misuse the name of the Lord your God. The Lord will not let you go unpunished if you misuse his name. 8 “Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 You have six days each week for your ordinary work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated to the Lord your God. On that day no one in your household may do any work. This includes you, your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, your livestock, and any foreigners living among you. 11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and everything in them; but on the seventh day he rested. That is why the LORD

blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart as holy. 12 “Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 13 “You must not murder. 14 “You must not commit adultery. 15 “You must not steal. 16 “You must not testify falsely against your neighbor. 17 “You must not covet your neighbor’s house. You must not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.”
2nd Reading -Psalm 19:1-14 (Responsive Reading Pg. 788 Blue Hymnal)
1 The heavens are telling the glory of God;
    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours forth speech,
    and night to night declares knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
    and their words to the end of the world.
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
    and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
    and its circuit to the end of them;
    and nothing is hid from its heat.
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;
8 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear,  enlightening the eyes;
9 the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever;
the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.
11 Moreover by them is your servant warned;
    in keeping them there is great reward.
12 But who can detect their errors?
    Clear me from hidden faults.
13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent;
    do not let them have dominion over me.
Then I shall be blameless,
    and innocent of great transgression.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
    be acceptable to you,
    O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
3rd Reading  -New Testament Reading1 Corinthians 1:18-25
18 The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of God. 19 As the Scriptures say, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and discard the intelligence of the intelligent.” 20 So where does this leave the philosophers, the scholars, and the world’s brilliant debaters? God has made the wisdom of this world look foolish.

21 Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never know him through human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save those who believe. 22 It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from heaven. And it is foolish to the Greeks, who seek 
human wisdom. 23 So when we preach that Christ was crucified, the Jews are offended and the Gentiles say it’s all nonsense. 24 But to those called by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God’s weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading; John 2:13-22 
13 It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration, so Jesus went to Jerusalem. 14 In the Temple area he saw merchants selling cattle, sheep, and doves for sacrifices; he also saw dealers at tables exchanging foreign money. 15 Jesus made a whip from some ropes and chased them all out of the Temple. He drove out the sheep and cattle, scattered the money changers’ coins over the floor, and turned over their tables. 16 Then, going over to the people who sold doves, he told them, “Get these things out of here. Stop turning my Father’s house into a marketplace!” 17 Then his disciples remembered this prophecy from the Scriptures: “Passion for God’s house will consume me.”
18 But the Jewish leaders demanded, “What are you doing? If God gave you authority to do this, show us a miraculous sign to prove it.”
19 “All right,” Jesus replied. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 “What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple, and you can rebuild it in three days?”

21 But when Jesus said “this temple,” he meant his own body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered he had said this, and they believed both the Scriptures and what Jesus had said.
Hymn: “Jesus, I Come” (Page 336 Red Hymnal)
  JESUS, I COME Public Domain
 William True Sleeper | George Coles Stebbins 
CCLI Song # 78873  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Out of my bondage sorrow and night
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into Thy freedom gladness and light
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of my sickness into Thy health
Out of my want and into Thy wealth
Out of my sin and into thyself
Jesus I come to Thee
Verse 2   Out of my shameful failure and loss
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of earth's sorrows into Thy balm
Out of life's storms and into Thy calm
Out of distress to jubilant psalm
Jesus I come to Thee
Verse 3   Out of unrest and arrogant pride
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into Thy blessed will to abide
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love
Out of despair into raptures above
Upward for aye on wings like a dove
Jesus I come to Thee
Verse 4   Out of the fear and dread of the tomb
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into the joy and light of Thy home
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of the depths of ruin untold
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold
Ever Thy glorious face to behold
Jesus I come to Thee
Link for Hymn “Jesus, I Come”: Page 336 

Hymn: “My Jesus, I Love Thee”  (Page 364 ) Public Domain
Adoniram Judson Gordon | William Ralph Featherstone  GORDON

CCLI Song # 27817 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  My Jesus I love Thee I know Thou art mine
For Thee all the follies of sin I resign
My gracious Redeemer my Savior art Thou
If ever I loved Thee my Jesus 'tis now
Verse 2   I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me
And purchased my pardon on Calvary's tree
I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow
If ever I loved Thee my Jesus 'tis now
Verse 3    I'll love Thee in life I will love Thee in death
And praise Thee as long as Thou lendest me breath
And say when the death dew lies cold on my brow
If ever I loved Thee my Jesus 'tis now
Verse 4    In mansions of glory and endless delight
I'll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright
I'll sing with the glittering crown on my brow
If ever I loved Thee my Jesus 'tis now
Links to hymn:  “My Jesus, I Love Thee” Page 364
MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
2020 CHURCH DIRECTORY (one per household) and 2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up when you come to church. Copies of directory are available on the time capsule between the double set of doors at the church main entrance. If you wish to pick up your envelopes, please call the church office (717-896-3118) and we can put them out for no contact pickup during office hours.

History of “Jesus, I Come”: A song which expresses the desire of sinners to come to the Son that they might be free is “Jesus I Come”. The text was written by William True Sleeper, who did mission work at Worcester, MA, and a home missionary in Maine, where he established three churches. In 1876 he returned to Worcester where he became minister at the Summer St. Congregational Church, a mission he served at years earlier, and remained for more than thirty years. 
In 1877, Sleeper began writing hymns with composer George Coles Stebbins (1846-1945). That year, Stebbins was in Worcester assisting George F. Pentecost in an evangelistic crusade. Pentecost preached one night on John. 3:3 about the need to be born again. With the strong impression of this sermon on his mind, Stebbins contacted Sleeper to ask his assistance in providing verses for a hymn on the subject. The result was likely Sleeper’s most famous gospel song, “Ye Must Be Born Again.” In 1883, Sleeper published a collection of his own poems and hymns, The Rejected King, and Hymns of Jesus,  author of some 23 hymn texts. Probably in 1886, Sleeper penned the words for a hymn beginning “Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night,” and sent them to Stebbins, who produced the tune. The song first appeared in 1887 in Gospel Hymns No. 5, which Stebbins co-edited with Ira David Sankey (1840-1908). 
Sleeper died at Wellesley, MA, on Sept. 24, 1904. His three children distinguished themselves in various fields of service. William W. Sleeper was also a Congregational minister at Wellesley, MA, for many years. Henry Dyke Sleeper was a professor of music at Smith College. Mary Sleeper Ruggles was a well-known contralto soloist in Boston, MA. Sleeper’s granddaughter, Helen Joy Sleeper, daughter of William, was the music librarian at Wellesley College and a widely respected research scholar. This hymn is often used as an invitation song to encourage people to make the decision to come to Christ.
50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: Dale and Sue Faust celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on March 6! We wish them many more years of happiness together and we hope they had a wonderful anniversary!
History of Hymn: “My Jesus, I Love Thee” (Page 364) 
“My Jesus I Love Thee”  like many of the songs that we have in our hymns were originally written as poems. Unfortunately, the author died before music was added to this poem. William Ralph Featherstone (1846 - 1873) wrote this song as a poem around 1864. It is reported that he was only a teen when he penned this poem. Some say he was only 16. He died when he was only 27.          It is said that Featherstone, a Methodist Christian from Montreal, Canada wrote the poem soon after his conversion and later posted it to his aunt who was living in Los Angeles, USA. The poem somehow found its way to England where it was published anonymously in The London Hymnal two years later.  Years later, Adoniram Judson Gordon (1836-1895), who had been tasked with compiling a Baptist hymn book came across Featherstone's poem and song. He somehow did not like the tune that was contained in The London Hymn Book. He, therefore, changed the tune to a completely new tune for it and published this hymn in The Service of Song for The Baptist Churches. It is this new tune that is now associated with this hymn.    As you can see this song went through many people, countries, and circumstances before it came to us in this present form. It is truly of the Lord's making! The third stanza has the earmarks of 19th-century Romantic hymnody with its focus on death. The final stanza alluding to “mansions of glory” (John 14:2) in heaven serves the same purpose. In a more positive way. Stanzas two, three and four of the original hymn each include a reference to “brow” as a unifying theme: “wearing thorns on thy brow” (stanza two), “deathdew lies cold on my brow” (stanza three) and “glittering crown on my brow” (stanza four).  The other unifying theme is the final line of each stanza: “If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ’tis now.” This focus on the singer’s love of Christ permeates the hymn from the first line. If all four of the original stanzas are included, the words “love” or “loved” appear 10 times. Like many hymns of this era, this one expresses total devotion to Christ in a language of intimacy. As we sing Featherson’s words we are all able to declare our intimacy with Christ, to sing of our assurance of salvation, to celebrate the gospel, to delight in Christ’s loveliness, and to resolve to praise Christ through all circumstances.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor 

Weekly Devotional #10     

March 7, 2021      


“House Cleaning”


   
      
                          3rd Sunday of Lent

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:
L: We stand in the need of the presence of God.

P: Our lives can so easily become corrupted by our own selfishness and greed.
L: But the Lord has heard our cries and calls us forward on this journey.

P: Lord, guide our steps.

L: Come, let us worship God who is always with us.

P: Let us open our hearts to the forgiving, healing, restoring love of God. 
Invocation:

Lord, we come to you this day with so many things laying claim to our lives, our hearts, and our spirits. Open our ears and our hearts to hear your words of cleansing, healing love. Prepare us to be faithful disciples for you. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm: Psalm 19  #788 (Blue Hymnal)
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
*Gospel: John 2:13-22
Meditation:

“House Cleaning”


Spring is almost upon us, as hard as it may be to believe. For many of us spring cleaning becomes a major item on our to do lists. I am one of those people who dread the process of spring cleaning, but thoroughly enjoy the end result. I love the smell of air-dried bed sheets. I love being able to shut the heat off and open the windows to exchange the stale air of winter for the fresh, clean air of spring. I dread having to sort through things to decide what needs to be trashed verses what can be kept, but I love having things organized and uncluttered. So if I want a clean, fresh, organized house, spring cleaning is a necessary evil. Then comes the task of keeping it clean, but that’s another discussion. 


In many ways the season of Lent is like spring cleaning. If we want a relationship with God that is free from the barriers and consequences of our sin, then repentance is necessary. The process of repentance, or turning from the path of sin and death, towards God and the new life offered in Jesus Christ is necessary; painful, but necessary. Just as spring cleaning forces us to look at our home with a critical eye focused on all that messiness that needs our attention, repentance forces us to take a fierce moral inventory of our lives in order to realign ourselves with God. 


In the Gospel text for today we read John’s account of Jesus cleaning out the temple. The temple cleansing occurs in each of the four Gospels, but only John has it at the beginning while the other three have it happening during Holy Week. It is certainly possible that this event happened more than once yet we are left to consider why John places it where he does. John’s placement adds to the mystery surrounding Jesus that John continually points out during his writing.


Jesus and his disciples go to Jerusalem for the Passover celebration. Jesus most likely did this each year as many observant Jews did in his day. Jerusalem was crowded with worshippers. The temple courts were teeming with noise and activity as animals were sold for sacrifices, money was exchanged to pay for the animals and the temple tax, and people pushed and shoved to get through to where they needed to go. This scene is what greets Jesus as he enters the temple grounds. 


What happens next is incredibly jarring. We see Jesus fly into a rage. In his anger, he fashions a whip made from cords and begins to drive out the animals while flipping over the money changers’ tables scattering the coins everywhere. To say it was disruptive would be a massive understatement. It took on the look and feel of an angry protest full of destruction; a far cry from the image of the kind, gentle shepherd we often have of Jesus. Instead he appears like a roaring lion. Why such a strong reaction?


If we take all the accounts of the temple cleansing into mind, we read that the people running the temple were not simply providing a service to offer sacrificial animals to the throngs of pilgrims who came to celebrate Passover. They had turned it into a money making enterprise that was full of corruption. The only place to get the ‘right’ animals was from their vendors. The only way to purchase those animals was to convert normal currency to the only one the animal vendors would accept. And then the exchange rate was nothing short of thievery. So when Jesus sees the corruption, the usury, the perverse exploitation that was happening, it’s no wonder he flies into a rage. Rather than a place of worship, the place where people came to meet with God in prayer, it had become a place that today’s organized crime syndicates would be happy to run. 


The temple authorities are shocked and more than a bit put out. They demand that Jesus perform a sign that would show his authority to do what he just did. Jesus, using the imagery of the temple says, “destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” Those questioning Jesus thought he was referring to the temple building. It was one that Herod had begun building 46 years earlier to replace the ones that had been destroyed by invading armies over the centuries. John clues us in to what Jesus was really talking about; his body as a temple.


In Hebrew thought, the temple was the place on earth where God met with his people. The temple was and is integral to Jewish identity and self-understanding. Jesus was now saying that God meets with people through his body as a temple, and by extension, Paul tells us that our bodies, too, are now temples of the Holy Spirit. God is no longer confined to a building, but rather indwells those who have received new life in Jesus by faith in Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross and resurrection. 


In a way, during the Lenten season, Jesus comes to us wanting to cleanse us of those things in our hearts and lives that are preventing us from experiencing the true freedom only he can provide. He wants to cleanse our hearts of the clutter and filth formed by pride, lust, greed, anger, and any other sin or vice you care to add to the list. Jesus wants to make our hearts his home. He is willing to help us clean up. He wants to set us free. Free to love others, free to choose not to sin, and free to love him completely without shame or guilt blocking the way. Will you let him in? May God grant you the grace to do so. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Jesus, cleanser of temples and souls, at this mid-point in the Lenten journey, look deep within our hearts and our lives, and clear away all that holds us back. May our minds, spirits and bodies be a Temple that is open to Your presence: and may our words and our actions be transparent to Your love and truth. We pray that this church community will be purified in its life and mission, so that all that we do in and from here may reveal Your Gospel to others. In a moment of silence we sit before You, and name those things for which we seek Your cleansing and healing, so that we may be more faithful disciples.

[A moment of silence.]
Lord, sometimes we have difficulty hearing the story of Jesus cleansing the Temple of those who would lie, cheat, and steal. We always want Jesus to be patient, meek, and mild. But there are many times when bold action is required to cleanse the cancer of greed and avarice from our lives. Lord, help us to remember that Jesus’ patient words often fell upon deaf ears. Remind us that we need to be bold in our faith; first examining our lives and clearing out the pain, greed and fear. Replace our anxieties with confidence in your all-sustaining love and grace. Enable us to put our service to you and your people above our selfishness. As we reach out to others in need, remind us that we also stand in need of your mercy. We lift to you now the names of friends and loved ones in need of your healing 
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction:

Go now, remembering what we have done here. Go, remembering that you are a forgiven people, eternally loved, thoughtfully instructed, gratefully obedient, responding and responsible wherever you are. You can never be the same again. Amen.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
