            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #15
                         *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Jim-is home, Pam, Josh Mauser, (Hosp.); *Bob Shumaker, (Surgery); *Roxanne Fasick; Lydia Faust; Sandy Zimmerman; Brian Shoop; Charlie Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Pat Hauth; Michele Chubb, Lori Graeff, (Charlie & Gail Shertzer’s daughters)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office.  
THESE DAYS Devotional yearly subscription ($6 per year) is due. If you receive this devotional, you can pay the subscription by putting it in your offering envelope. Mark it “These Days”.
                                  [image: image1.emf]


APRIL 11, 2021
   Second Sunday of Easter
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

April 11 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday of Easter
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
      L:  God has burst the bonds of sorrow. Life has crushed the most horrible death.
P:  Our hearts shall swell with cries of gladness; our silent tongues, rejoice!
      L:  The daughters of God are lifted up; the sons of God are risen!

      P:  Our spirits shall dwell in heaven’s hope! Our God is always with us!
L:  The children of God are Christ’s sisters and brothers; you have witnessed the glory of God!

 ALL: God has revealed to us the way, the truth, and life! Rejoice, glad hearts, before Glory’s throne!
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
New Testament: Acts 4:32-35        (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 133 (Responsively) (See Insert)                                      
New Testament: 1 John 1:1-2:2     (See Insert)  
*Gospel:  John 20:19-31                (See Insert)
Music -   “Worship Christ the Risen King”   See Insert or Page 225                                                       

Sermon -                  “Resurrection Shalom”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -   “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”        
                                                                        See Insert or Page 284
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on the Second Sunday of Easter! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Easter Apr. 4 was 51.
Face book views for Easter Apr. 4 were 59.

Face book views for Palm Sunday Mar. 28 were 60.
Face book views for Maundy Thursday Apr. 1 were 56.

Face book views for Good Friday Apr. 2 were 53.
SUNDAY SCHOOL begins again today Sunday April 11th at 9:00AM with one class for adults and one class for children for all those who feel comfortable to join us. 
Life Line Pregnancy Baby Bottles Campaign begins on Sunday April 11th.  Baby bottles will be available if you wish to participate, please see signup sheet. Bring bottles back before or by May 23rd. See Marie Herb for more information.

                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
 Apr.  11 -  9:00AM - Sunday School begins again! (one class for Adults and one for youth)
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Apr.  13 -  5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup

Apr.  18 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Apr.  25 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online  
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday April 13th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Ham, Scalloped potatoes, Green beans, Salad, Fruit cup, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday April 8th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.                    
MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

History of hymn “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”: (Page 284)
Peter Scholtes, a Catholic priest serving at St. Brendan’s parish on the South Side of Chicago in 1966, penned “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” when he couldn’t find a suitable song to accompany a series of ecumenical and interracial events for which the youth choir he led was to sing. Like many songs coming out of the popular folk music of the 1960s, “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” connected to the societal upheaval of the decade. The song accents the connection between the church’s song and its role in the life of the world and becomes the vehicle for connecting worship to a specific moment of discipleship. This charge also becomes a commitment to the believer’s responsibility and participation in God’s kingdom work. Scholtes later left the priesthood, married, and had an active life in the public sector, where he was an author and international consultant with a focus on helping “businesses engage employees’ talents more fully, humanely, and effectively.”
                         SCRIPTURE READINGS:

    1st Reading - New Testament Acts 4:32-35 (NLT)
32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not their own, so they shared every- thing they had. 33 The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was upon them all. 34 There were no needy people among them, because those who owned land or houses would sell them 35 and bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need.
 2nd Reading - Psalm 133:1-3 (Responsive) (NLT) 
1 How wonderful and pleasant it is
    when brothers live together in harmony!
2 For harmony is as precious as the anointing oil
    that was poured over Aaron’s head,
    that ran down his beard and onto the border of his robe.
3 Harmony is as refreshing as the dew from Mount Hermon
    that falls on the mountains of Zion.
And there the Lord has pronounced his blessing,
    even life everlasting.
3rd Reading - New Testament 1 John 1:1-2:2 (NLT)
1 We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, 
whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is the Word of life.

2 This one who is life itself was revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life. He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.  5 This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all. 6 So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth.  7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 
cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only
fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess
3rd Reading - New Testament 1 John 1:1-2:2 (NLT) (Continued)
our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts. 2 My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. 2 He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins of all the world.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading John 20:19-31 (NLT)
19 That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 As he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. They were filled with joy when they saw the Lord!

21 Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said,

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 24 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin),  
was not with the others when Jesus came. 25 They told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.” 26 Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!”  28 “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed.
29 Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.” 30 The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones recorded in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.
Hymn: “Worship Christ the Risen King” (Page 225 in Red hymnal)                                                              Jack Hayford REGENT Square
          CCLI Song # 3485071  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1    Rise O Church and lift your voices
Christ has conquered death and hell
Sing as all the earth rejoices
Resurrection anthems swell
Come and worship come and worship
Worship Christ the Risen King
Verse 2     See the tomb where death had laid Him
Empty now its mouth declares
Death and I could not contain Him
For the throne of life He shares
Come and worship come and worship
Worship Christ the Risen King
Verse 3     Hear the earth protest and tremble
See the stone removed with pow'r
All hell's minions may assemble
But cannot withstand His hour
He has conquered He has conquered
Christ the Lord the Risen King
Verse 4     Doubt may lift its head to murmur
Scoffers mock and sinners jeer
But the truth proclaims a wonder
Thoughtful hearts receive with cheer
He is risen He is risen
Now receive the Risen King
Verse 5     We acclaim Your life O Jesus
Now we sing Your victory
Sin or hell may seek to seize us
But Your conquest keeps us free
Stand in triumph stand in triumph
Worship Christ the Risen King
Links for Hymn: “Worship Christ the Risen King” 
                                          (Pg 225 Red hymnal):
Hymn: “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”
(Page 284 Red Hymnal) 

Peter Scholtes  CCLI Song # 26997 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
And we pray that all unity
May one day be restored
Chorus    And they’ll know we are Christians
By our love by our love
Yes they’ll know we are Christians
By our love
Verse 2   We will walk with each other
We will walk hand in hand
We will walk with each other
We will walk hand in hand
And together we’ll spread the news
That God is in our land         Chorus
Verse 3    We will work with each other
We will work side by side
We will work with each other
We will work side by side
And we’ll guard each man’s dignity
And save each man’s pride    Chorus
Verse 4    All praise to the Father
From whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus
His only Son
And all praise to the Spirit
Who makes us one                Chorus
Link for hymn: “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”  (Page 284 Red hymnal):   
https://youtu.be/y_LjyljhqxY?t=2 
https://youtu.be/BLCEQiGzu8I?t=1 

History of Hymn “Worship Christ the Risen King”: (Page 225)
    Words  to “Worship Christ the Risen King” were written in 1986 by Jack Williams Hayford, (born June 25, 1934, is still living), an American author, Pentecostal minister, Chancellor Emeritus of The King's University (formerly The King's College and Seminary), the former senior pastor of The Church On The Way in Van Nuys, California and was the fourth President of the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel. He is widely known for his past involvement in the Promise Keepers movement and for being a prolific author and songwriter, with over 600 hymns and choruses in his catalog. He is the author of the popular 1978 hymn "Majesty", which is rated as one of the top 100 contemporary hymns and performed and sung in churches worldwide.
     Henry T. Smart (Oct. 26, 1813-July 6, 1879) composed this tune for a doxology setting of “Glory be to God the Father.” It was first published in the English Presbyterian Church’s Psalms and Hymns for Divine Worship (1867), of which Smart was music editor. The tune was named after Regent Square Church, the “Presbyterian cathedral” of London. A prolific composer of hymn settings, Mr. Smart gave us many other beloved tunes, including “Fairest Lord Jesus” and “Lead on, O King Eternal.” The arc and shape of his writing is like musical caffeine, full of lift and surge. This tune, sometimes associated at advent with the text “angels from the realms of glory,” has three distinct lifts in each musical phrase, each one rising higher than the last.   
      Jack Hayford has gifted us with an encouraging text that brings focus and clarity to the uplifting music. Fittingly, the first line is “Rise, O church, and lift your voices.” Already he has used two words (“rise” and “lift”) that perfectly mirror and mandate what the music is already encouraging us to do. The final phrase of each verse starts on the highest note in the entire hymn, elevating heart and voice in a call to “worship Christ, the risen King!” We open our worship with this resurrection hymn as a potent reminder that Easter is ongoing in our hearts, and we once again have the privilege of joining the unending symphony of praise that is forever unfolding around the throne of the Risen lamb!
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #15    
     April 11, 2021            

   “Resurrection Shalom” 

   
      
                    2nd Sunday of Easter

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:
L: God has burst the bonds of sorrow. Life has crushed the most horrible death.

P: Our hearts shall swell with cries of gladness; our silent tongues, rejoice!

L: The daughters of God are lifted up; the sons of God are risen!

P: Our spirits shall dwell in heaven’s hope! Our God is always with us!

L: The children of God are Christ’s sisters and brothers; you have witnessed the glory of God!

ALL: God has revealed to us the way, the truth, and life! Rejoice, glad hearts, before Glory’s throne!

Invocation:

God of the resurrection, we gather this morning as a community of believers. We come with joy to greet one another and to tell again and again the amazing news: Christ is risen!

Love is victorious over death! You have given us new life in the name of your Son! May our singing, praying, listening, and proclaiming be a testimony to the power of your love to make us a new creation as a community of faith. We pray in the name of the risen Christ. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

New Testament: Acts 4:32-35
Psalm: Psalm 133
New Testament: 1 John 1:1-2:2
*Gospel: John 20:19-31
Meditation:

“Resurrection Shalom”


Have you ever had someone try to tell you something exciting they experienced? I suppose I could try to tell you of one of my favorite dates with my wife. It was Christmas time and we had gotten tickets to see the Chicago Symphony Orchestra with the Apollo Chorus perform Handel’s Messiah. I could try to describe for you the beautiful ways the Orchestra Hall was decorated with reds, golds, and greens tastefully placed in various places. I could try to tell you of how well the musicians and choir executed their various parts. I could try to describe how deeply moving it was to feel the music flood my being, and at times, move me to tears. I could try to describe for you the elation that was felt when they came to the “Hallelujah Chorus.” I could try to do all those things but it is no substitute for being there yourself. I imagine this was something of Thomas’s experience at hearing that the risen Jesus had been with his fellow disciples. He just couldn’t believe it. 


John tells us that the same day Jesus rose from the grave, the disciples are gathered in the same upper room in which they shared a last meal with Jesus before his arrest and crucifixion, all that is, except Thomas. They had heard the report that Jesus was now alive. In fact at least two of them (Peter and John), had been to the tomb after hearing Mary’s report. Yet they were in hiding because they were still afraid of what the Jewish leaders might try to do to them for being Jesus’s followers. 


Suddenly, Jesus is there in their midst. The doors and windows were barred and locked. Imagine the shock and initial fear of the disciples when Jesus appears! “Shalom,” or “Peace, be with you!” This is a common, familiar greeting among Jewish people. But in this setting it takes on a deeper, richer significance. 


John makes it clear that they weren’t imagining what they were seeing. It wasn’t a ghost. It wasn’t a figment of their imaginations. They were with Jesus; crucified, and now alive. Resurrected. Jesus allays their fears by showing them the scars where the nails pierced his hands and feet. He shows them the scar made by the spear thrust meant to verify that he was, in fact, dead. They became overjoyed. They had their beloved teacher back against all human reasoning. 


“Shalom!” Jesus said again. And then he commissions them with the giving of the Holy Spirit and the charge that, “just as the Father sent me into the world, I am now sending you.” Jesus tells them that they now are to carry on his work of forgiveness and reconciliation. His death and resurrection has done everything necessary for people to be forgiven. They only need to receive that forgiveness, and the disciples get to share that good news with the world. 


Now Thomas wasn’t there the first time Jesus met with his disciples after his resurrection. And Thomas was a natural born skeptic. He wanted proof. He needed to see and experience Jesus for himself before he could truly believe it was true. Jesus appears to the disciples again, and this time Thomas is there. Knowing Thomas’s struggle, Jesus meets Thomas right where he’s at and invites him to put his hands into those ghastly wounds to see for himself. Jesus doesn’t berate Thomas for a lack of faith. He doesn’t withhold himself from Thomas until Thomas would come around. Jesus enters into the space of unbelief and doubt so that Thomas could fully be present to him. And to Thomas’s credit, he fully accepts the truth of Jesus’s resurrection by exclaiming, “my Lord, and my God.” 


The biblical idea of Shalom is tied to the Year of Jubilee. It was to be a celebration of God’s enduring faithfulness. It was to be a time when oppressed and indebted people were set free. It was to be a time of plentiful harvest, and a celebration of God’s loving provision for his people. It was to be a time of forgiveness, reconciliation, and restoration of broken relationships. And Jubilee was deeply tied to the presence of God in the midst of the people. This is Shalom. 


Now shalom is ushered in and offered to the entire world, all of God’s creation, because of Jesus’s death and resurrection. Shalom is now something that could be present not just in the Year of Jubilee (which never seems to have been celebrated), but all the time. God was now at peace with his creation, now his creation simply needed to receive God’s amazing gift; the gift of resurrection shalom. 


Today we read of the hope of shalom from the Psalms; of how good it is when people live together in unity and love. We read how resurrection shalom manifested itself in the early church. Resurrection shalom became possible first by Jesus’s loving sacrifice initiated by God. It became possible when Jesus burst the bonds of death and the grave at his resurrection. It became possible when Jesus gave his disciples the Holy Spirit to empower them and guide them in proclaiming this good news wherever they went. It became possible when Jesus’s followers received all these things as a free gift from God and chose to participate in ushering in God’s resurrection shalom. Have you received this gift? 


May God continue to bring you his peace; his shalom. May God, through the Holy Spirit, meet you right where you are in whatever need you may have. May the living Jesus reveal himself to you in surprising and startling ways that lead to unbounded joy. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Loving God, we come to you today just as we are, just where we are. We stand amazed at the reality of the resurrection. We are humbled by your incomprehensible love that you have freely offered us through Jesus’s costly sacrifice. We come to you with our frustrations and doubts, with our fears and hopes, with our weaknesses and our strengths. We offer all of ourselves to you knowing that it can never pay for what you did for us in Jesus and his death and resurrection. Thank you! Along with bringing ourselves to the foot of the cross in humble gratitude, we bring friends, loved ones, circumstances, and our world to you knowing the need for your healing love.

[A moment of silence to remember friends and loved ones in need of God’s healing love.]
Thank you for hearing our prayers. Thank you for never leaving us alone. Thank you for entrusting us with the message of your relentless, pursuing love that never fails. Grant us the strength and grace to make known Jesus Christ, crucified, and resurrected. 

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
