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OUR LIVING HOPE
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Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #3
ENVELOPES AND DONATIONS: You may drop off your weekly envelopes during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032. We are currently working on more options.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Hymn - He Lives       (CCLI Song # 17597   CCLI License # 2572107)
     Lyrics ~ Alfred H. Ackley, 1887 - 1960 
     Music ~ Alfred H. Ackley, 1887 - 1960 

Verse 1

I serve a risen Savior; He's in the world today. 

I know that He is living, whatever men may say. 

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, 

And just the time I need Him He's always near. 
Chorus
He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way. 

He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Salvation to impart! 

You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart. 
Verse 2

In all the world around me I see His loving care, 

And though my heart grows weary I never will despair. 

I know that He is leading, thro' all the stormy blast; 

The day of His appearing will come at last. 
Chorus
He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way. 

He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Salvation to impart!

You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart
Verse 3

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian! Lift up your voice and sing 

Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ, the King! 

The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find, 

None other is so loving, so good and kind. 

Chorus
He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way. 

He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Salvation to impart! 
       You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart.
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                   EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 12, 2020

             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Link to the March 22 sermon (Facebook Live):

http://www.facebook.com/113739983341029/videos/484370102441982/?vh=e&d=n   Link to the Mar 29 sermon (Facebook Live): https://www.facebok.com/TheValleysEvangelicalCovenantChurch113739983341029/?ti=as Link to Apr. 5 sermon (Facebook Live):

https://www.facebook.com/113739983341029/videos/1090779224590676/
      You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.

               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Rachael Bryson & Family; Colleen Bublitz; Pastor Dave Guertin; Donna Motter; Sandy Zimmerman; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly;  Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Robin Kreiner; Judy Miller; Paul Enders; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Phyliss Corsnitz;  Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani; Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Cathy Steppy; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; John Sweikert; Janet Helt: Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Susan Lazor    
OUR SHUT INS: Vickie Shoffler; Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; June Wiest; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, All People & health workers affected by the C-virus.
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, Please send prayer requests to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed above.

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, love, thoughts and prayers to Rachael Bryson and family as her husband Pete went to be with the Lord.  May God give them comfort, strength and peace at this time.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
To keep Valleys congregation and everyone safe during the Covid19 virus, we have cancelled physical services at Valleys (Holy Week - Maundy Thursday, Good Friday Services, Youth Easter Program and Easter service as well as remaining April services).  We can still celebrate these meaningful Holy Week and Easter services in the safety of our homes with online services and also devotions that are mailed out. Valleys will abide with CDC, state and government recommendations in order to keep our congregation and others safe.  We pray everyone will do their part by staying home and staying safe. We know it is a scary time but as Christians we put our faith and trust in God. Remember EASTER and the RESURRECTION OF JESUS our Lord and Savior. Read your Bible, pray for others and trust God to bring us to the other side. 
MAUNDAY THURSDAY APRIL 9 at 7:00PM - A Maundy Thursday mediation will be streamed on Facebook Live and we will celebrate Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice or wine ready if you wish to participate during the online service).

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 10 at 5:30PM - A Good Friday meditation will be streamed on Facebook Live.

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 12 at 10:15AM - An Easter meditation will be streamed on Facebook Live.

All physical services, activities, meetings including IMMERSE Bible Reading Gatherings are suspended through April 30. Halifax Senior Center is closed until further notice. Girl Scout activities/meetings and Wednesday Zumba are suspended until further notice due to C-virus.   
EASTER FLOWERS that were ordered may be picked up at Valleys on Good Friday at 10:00AM or at your convenience that day. 
MR. STICKY(scheduled for April)  has also been cancelled  due to C-virus.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________              
2020 Halifax Community Lenten Services and the Easter Sunrise service have been cancelled due to the C-virus. 
Weekly Devotional #3
  Week of April 12, 2020

  Matthew 28:1-10; 16-20







Easter Sunday

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!

Greetings! Grace and Peace to you in the name of our risen Lord Jesus.

I pray you might use this devotional to draw close to God and stay connected to what we are doing, hoping, and praying in this time of physical separation. We now celebrate Jesus’s resurrection even in this time of social distancing. We’ve moved from the coming of Jesus as Messiah in his triumphal entry, to the intimate gathering of the night of his last supper and betrayal, to the cross at Golgotha, and now at the empty tomb. Now our hope is in the promise of new life and forgiveness of sins. May you find ways to proclaim the resurrected Jesus in all you do, all you think, and all you say. 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 

Invocation

Living God, for whom no door is closed, no heart is locked, draw us beyond our doubts, till we see your Christ and touch his wounds where they bleed in others. Amen.

Readings:
Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:1-6
New Testament: Colossians 3:1-4 

Gospel Text: Matthew 28:1-10; 16-20

Meditation:
It was early in the morning during one of my overnight on-call shifts as a resident chaplain at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN when my pager went off waking me from my sleep. Within seconds I heard the PA announce that there was a code ‘blue;’ someone wasn’t breathing and most likely their heart had stopped. When I arrived at the patient’s room the medical staff was in full-on response mode: hooking up leads, performing compressions on the patient’s chest, recording the data as the doctors and nurses called out meds and times they were administered. They’d been at it for 10 minutes before I arrived. At one point, the patient’s heart stopped, or flat-lined. There was no discernable heartbeat. This dragged on for several minutes before they were able to reestablish the heartbeat. For the briefest of moments, the patient was dead. But he was resuscitated. What we celebrate today is far more than a resuscitation… it was a resurrection!

As dramatic as my experience of witnessing that resuscitation was, it was nothing compared to witnessing the resurrection of Jesus, seeing him, talking with him, eating with him, touching him. All after seeing Jesus dead and buried. 

The women who went to the tomb that early morning after the Sabbath were in for a shock. They saw Jesus die on the cross. They helped take his body to the tomb and began the hasty preparations for a burial they would have to wait to complete. They knew beyond any doubt that Jesus had died. And so, when Jesus reveals himself to them alive, resurrected, they are stunned. 

His disciples wondered at the report of these women until they saw Jesus for themselves. They ate with him. They talked with him. They touched and held his body and saw his wounds. They knew that Jesus was not a ghost or spirit. Somehow, he was alive again, back from the dead. 

In the resurrection we see God’s ‘yes’ to humanity’s ‘no.’ People rejected Jesus by putting him on the cross and killing him. They couldn’t accept who he was or the mission that God had given him. But in the resurrection God vindicates Jesus. The resurrection says yes, Jesus was who he said he was. Yes, God the Father is who Jesus revealed him to be. Yes, God’s love for people was so profoundly overwhelming that God came in the person of Jesus to offer himself to redeem us and forgive us our sin; our broken frailty, and to make us new.  

There were all kinds of responses to the news of Jesus’s resurrection. The women who at the tomb encounter first an angel, and then the risen Jesus respond with fear and joy. And then that fear and joy turn into joyful obedience to the instructions from Jesus. The soldiers ordered to guard the tomb were in fear for their lives. They knew that once word got out their lives would be forfeit. They could be put to death. The chief priests and the elders of Israel’s religious groups were afraid that Jesus’s influence would grow to the point that people would turn to him instead of them. They were afraid to lose their influence and power over people’s lives. While the disciples themselves initially doubted the news of Jesus’s resurrection when the women told them, they eventually believed and went to Galilee as Jesus instructed, and then went on to turn the world upside down as they proclaimed Jesus crucified and resurrected.  

How have you responded to the reality of the risen Jesus? What have you done in relation to him? Is it with fear and doubt? What if it’s true; what if he’s really alive? Perhaps your response is with outright disbelief. You think there’s no way he could be alive. Resurrections just don’t happen… there must be another explanation. Maybe you think it’s okay just to believe in Jesus as a good teacher, or a good human being but not have to believe in the resurrection. Romans 10:9 tells us that, “if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” There’s simply no room for any other option to experiencing forgiveness and new life without the resurrection of Jesus. 

My hope and prayer for you is that you would be able to respond with wonder and awe as you worship Jesus; that he is alive and is who he said he is. And along with that wonder and awe, you would take seriously his command, his Great Commandment, to go into all the world and make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, teaching all that Jesus said and did. And to do this in the knowledge and hope that the living, resurrected Jesus is with us always until the end of all time. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer
Benediction:
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus; to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
