          Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #16
                         *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Chris Herb Jr.; *Elmer Feidt, (had surgery Apr. 14); Sandy Zimmerman; Charlie Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Pat Hauth; Bob Shumaker; Roxanne Fasick; Brian Shoop; Lydia Faust; Jim, Pam, Josh Mauser;  Michele Chubb, Lori Graeff

OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office.  
THESE DAYS Devotional yearly subscription ($6 per year) is due. If you receive this devotional, you can pay the subscription by putting it in your offering envelope. Mark it “These Days”.

                                  [image: image1.emf]


APRIL 18, 2021
  Third Sunday of Easter
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

April 18 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday of Easter
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
      L:  Peace be with you.

    
P:  And also with you

L:  Come and see the love God has given to us.


P:  Come and see what it means to be children of God.

L:  Come with this hope, that Christ’s presence is real.

P: With joy, we come to see the Lord.
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
New Testament: Acts 3:112-19  (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 4 (Responsively) (See Insert or Pg 781 Blue Hymnal)                                      
New Testament: 1 John 3:1-7    (See Insert)  
*Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48           (See Insert)
Music -   “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”   See Insert or Page 228                                                       

Sermon -           “The Challenge of Resurrection”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -   “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”  See Insert or Page 506                                                                             
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Worship Service: We welcome you on the Third Sunday of Easter! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Apr. 11 was 30.
Face book views for Apr. 11 were 54.

Face book views for Easter Apr. 4 were 69.
SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:00AM with one class for adults and one class for children for those who feel comfortable to join us. 
Life Line Pregnancy Baby Bottles Campaign: Baby bottles are available at Valleys if you wish to participate, please see signup sheet. Bring bottles back before or by May 23rd. See Marie Herb for more information.

2021 Graduates:    Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2021 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing and acknowledging them in the June newsletter. Please give name of graduate and their parents names, School or college they graduate from (and college degree),   Activities & Special Honors received in school or college.  Please give information to the church office by Sunday May 9th.       
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

Apr.  18 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Apr.  21 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting
Apr.  25 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online  
COUNCIL MEETING will be held Wednesday April 21st at 7:00PM. (Reminder read Chapter 3 of book Autopsy of a Deceased Church for discussion.)
HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13 and Saturday August 14 this year. If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing.  More details in upcoming bulletins and the next newsletter.
      History of hymn “I Will Sing of My Redeemer” (Pg 506)
   “I Will Sing of My Redeemer” is one of those hymns that are simple but yet beautiful.   The words of this song came from the pen of Philip P. Bliss in 1876 and music was composed by James McGranahan in 1877.

   This song will have been lost forever but the words of this song were found in a piece of his baggage rescued from a fiery train wreck on the day of December 20, 1876. Philip P. Bliss had been traveling with his wife to Chicago to help in the D. L. Moody Tabernacle service. In Ohio, a bridge collapsed and the train plunged into an icy river bed. It is said that Bliss survived the fall and climbed out through a coach window only to return, looking for his wife. Reunited, they died together in the flaming wreckage.

   Another interesting incident related to this song is that it is one of the first-ever songs to be recorded. During the demonstration of a phonograph, a Thomas Edison invention, in New York George Stebbins made a recording of this song. George Stebbins was one of the most famous musicians and evangelists of his time. This hymn is a very simple expression of the truth of the Gospel.                                    
                   SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - New Testament Acts 3:12-19 (NLT)
12 Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. “People of Israel,” he said, “what is so surprising about this? And why stare at us as though we had made this man walk by our own power or godliness? 13 For it is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the God of all our ancestors—who has brought glory to his servant Jesus by doing this. This is the same Jesus whom you handed over and rejected before Pilate, despite Pilate’s decision to release him. 14 You rejected this holy, righteous one and instead demanded the release of a murderer. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. And we are witnesses of this fact! 16 “Through faith in the name of Jesus, this man was healed—and you know how crippled he was before. Faith in Jesus’ name has healed him before your very eyes. 17 “Friends, I realize that what you and your leaders did to Jesus was done in ignorance. 18 But God was fulfilling what all the prophets had foretold about the Messiah—that he must suffer these things.

19 Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away.
 2nd Reading - Psalm 4:1-8 (Responsive) (NRSV) Page 781 Blue Hymnal 
1 Answer me when I call, O God of my right!
    You gave me room when I was in distress.
    Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer.
2 How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame?
    How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies?
3 But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself;
    the Lord hears when I call to him.
4 When you are disturbed, do not sin;
    ponder it on your beds, and be silent.
5 Offer right sacrifices, 

  and put your trust in the Lord.
6 There are many who say, “O that we might see some good!
    Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!”
7 You have put gladness in my heart
    more than when their grain and wine abound.
8 I will both lie down and sleep in peace;
    for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety.
3rd Reading - New Testament 1 John 3:1-7 (NLT)
3 See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children because they don’t know him. 2 Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is. 3 And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as he is pure. 4 Everyone who sins is breaking God’s law, for all sin is contrary to the law of God. 5 And you know that Jesus came to take away our sins, and there is no sin in him. 6 Anyone who continues to live in him will not sin. But anyone who keeps on sinning does not know him or understand who he is. 7 Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: When people do what is right, it shows that they are righteous, even as Christ is righteous.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading Luke 24:36b-48 (NLT)
36b Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among them.

 “Peace be with you,” he said. 37 But the whole group was startled and frightened, thinking they were seeing a ghost! 38 “Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with doubt? 39 Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it’s really me. Touch me and make sure that I am not a ghost, because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see that I do.”

 40 As he spoke, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. Then he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he ate it as they watched. 44 Then he said, “When I was with you before, I told you that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 And he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day. 47 It was also written that this message would be proclaimed in the authority of his name to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: ‘There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent.’ 48 You are witnesses of all these things.
Hymn: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Page 228 in Red hymnal)                                                              Charles Wesley | John Darwall DARWALL Public Domain
          CCLI Song # 5253043  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Rejoice the Lord is King
Your Lord and King adore
Rejoice give thanks and sing
And triumph evermore
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice
Verse 2   The Lord our Savior reigns
The God of truth and love
When He had purged our stains
He took His seat above
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice
Verse 3    His kingdom cannot fail
He rules o'er earth and heav’n
The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus giv’n
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice
Verse 4     Rejoice in glorious hope
Our Lord the Judge shall come
And take His servants up
To their eternal home
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice   Amen 
Links for Hymn: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Pg 228 Red hymnal):
 https://youtu.be/W5s9GeosQdU  
https://youtu.be/LKaytTJhckc   (with singing)
Hymn: “I Will Sing of My Redeemer” (Page 506 Red Hymnal) 
James McGranahan | Philip Paul Bliss   MY REDEEMER

CCLI Song # 715602569260
Verse 1  I will sing of my Redeemer
And His wondrous love to me
On the cruel cross He suffered
From the curse to set me free     Chorus
Chorus   Sing O sing of my Redeemer
With His blood He purchased me
On the cross He sealed my pardon
Paid the debt and made me free
Verse 2   I will tell the wondrous story
How my lost estate to save
In His boundless love and mercy
He the ransom freely gave          
From the curse to set me free     Chorus
Verse 3   I will praise my dear Redeemer
His triumphant power I'll tell
How the victory He giveth
Over sin and death and hell        
From the curse to set me free     Chorus
Verse 4   I will sing of my Redeemer
And His heav'nly love for me
He from death to life
Hath bro’t me
Son of God with Him to be         
From the curse to set me free     Chorus
Links for hymn: “I Will Sing of My Redeemer” 
   (Page 506 Red hymnal):   
      (With singing)
COMMUNITY MEALS:  We served 81 free community meals
 on Tuesday April 13 and 13 meals to helpers.
    History of hymn “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Pg 228)
   Charles Wesley wrote the text for "Rejoice, the Lord is King!" in 1746 for Hymns on the Great Festivals and Other Occasions, set to tunes by John Frederick Lampe. The original text has six stanzas, with the fourth and fifth stanzas omitted in most hymnals today,  almost nothing has been altered from the original 1746 text, a testament to the quality of Charles Wesley's poetry.
    The text of this hymn is also quite clear in its message: It is a call to worship the risen Christ. In fact, in its original setting, it is listed under the heading "On the Resurrection," obviously pointing towards Easter. This is a joyous text as affirmed by the refrain at the end of the first three stanzas: "Lift up your heart, lift up your voice, Rejoice; again I say, rejoice!" The call to "Lift up your heart" is also a part of the Sursum Corda that begins the Eucharistic prayer. Creedal imagery also abounds in this text -- for example, the idea of Christ as our judge, enthroned above us. This hymn is a call to believe in the risen Christ. When one reads the text, you can almost see Charles Wesley standing on a box on a street corner, shouting these words to the masses. The evangelistic focus of this hymn reflects the energy of the Wesley brothers as they founded the Methodist movement. Since the early Methodists were calling people toward Christ, it is possible that this text is not so much for congregants in attendance but for people who do not yet know the majesty of Christ. The text itself sums up in simple terms much of who we believe Christ was and still is: Christ is our Savior, King, and Judge.

    The melody pared with "Rejoice, the Lord is King!" in our hymnal is set to DARWALL’S 148th. The four-part harmonization by Darwall is bright and joyful. DARWALL'S 148TH was composed in 1770, but wasn't joined to the Wesley text until the last 19th century.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #16    
April 18, 2021          “The Challenge of the Resurrection” 

   
      
                 3rd Sunday of Easter

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:
L: Peace be with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Come and see the love God has given to us.
P: Come and see what it means to be children of God.
L: Come with this hope, that Christ’s presence is real.
P: With joy, we come to see the Lord.
Invocation:

Miraculous God, come to us now, even as your Risen Son came to those first disciples on the shores of Galilee. Speak your peace to our hearts. Touch us with your Holy Spirit.
Reveal your word, that we may hear your message this day, and live as your disciples
in the days and years to come. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

New Testament: Acts 3:12-19
Psalm: Psalm 4  #781 (Blue)
New Testament: 1 John 3:1-7
*Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48
Meditation:

“The Challenge of the Resurrection”
In 1953 many experts thought the four-minute mile was physiologically impossible. But Roger Bannister had internal resources that kept him from tripping over the evidence; he believed he could break through this perceived barrier. In 1954 Bannister clocked a mile at 3:59.4, breaking much more than just a world record: he also broke through a self-limiting attitude. After he exceeded the four-minute mile, runners throughout realized it was possible and the less-than-four-minute mile became a regular accomplishment.
Sometimes the biggest barrier to faith is thinking that something is impossible. That’s certainly the challenge the disciples faced when trying to make sense of the resurrection. 

Luke’s account of the resurrection is similar to the one we read last week in John’s Gospel. In Luke’s post resurrection account the risen Jesus appears to the women at the tomb. They are first met by two men (angels) who give them the amazing news: Jesus is not dead, he’s alive! They then rush back to tell the other disciples what they had seen. They didn’t believe the women, but Peter ran to the tomb to see for himself. Luke then tells us that Jesus appears to two unnamed disciples who were walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus. They didn’t know who he was even as they discussed the events of Jesus’s crucifixion and how all the scriptures pointed to what had just taken place. It wasn’t until they were eating, and Jesus broke bread just as he did at the Last Supper that their eyes were opened and they knew this stranger was Jesus. And then he disappears. 

Today’s reading parallels the account we read last week in John. The disciples are gathered hearing the report of the men who encountered Jesus on the road to Emmaus when suddenly Jesus is there in their midst. Understandably they are terrified. And Jesus reassures them with the words, “Peace be with you.” He knew they were afraid. He knew they believed they were seeing a ghost. He knew that they believed what they were seeing was impossible, and from a strictly human point of view it was.

Jesus knows all this and enters into their doubt. He enters into their fear. He enters that space where only he can reveal what is really true. He is alive! And not just in a spiritual sense. He’s not a ghost or apparition. He’s not a figment of their imagination. Miraculously his body has been raised from the dead. And to prove it to them he shows them the wounds in his hands, feet, and side. He even asks for food. What ghost would ask for food? It’s interesting that the reality of Jesus’s resurrection is made known through eating. First with the breaking of the bread with the two disciples on the Emmaus road, and now with the others in this gathering. I like to think of it as God providing what is needed for us to engage with him and be present to him. 

There are several things we can take away from this text that can help us break down our own barriers to belief in God’s ability to do the impossible. The first is that God is in the business of bringing the dead to life. That truth begins with the resurrection of Jesus; not just a resuscitation, but a true metamorphosis. In Jesus’s death and resurrection, God reverses the curse he placed on humanity because of sin. And in doing so God is beginning the process of re-creating us with the same power that he used to raise Jesus from the dead.

In the resurrection, God reveals himself living and alive in Jesus. Jesus’s actions post-resurrection dispels any notion that Jesus was a mere ghost, like many were trying to say at the time. It also dispels the idea that resurrection is only a spiritual one, not a physical one. It’s understandable how people can come to these alternate conclusions when they didn’t see these things for themselves, and that’s the exact challenge many people face today: believing the testimony of the eye witnesses to the resurrection. 

So now God entrusts us with the same testimony. We are to bear witness to the reality of the risen Jesus in our own lives. The question I often ask myself and am now asking you is, have you been, or how have you been experiencing the reality and power of the resurrected Jesus in your life? We are invited into a new life by allowing our old life to be crucified with Jesus. Here’s the thing, God can’t resurrect what we’ve been unwilling to let die. Are you willing to trade your old life for a new one given to you by God through Jesus’s resurrection? 

May the resurrected Jesus break through all the barriers you find in your life to fully see and experience God’s love and new life. May you find the grace and courage to offer God all those things in your life that need to die for you to experience God’s transformative love. And may you be willing to bear witness to all that God is doing in your life that points to Jesus and his loving sacrifice. Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
Lord Jesus Christ, the light of your love shines on, illuminating the places where you are present.  As the bewildered disciples pondered the stories of your appearance, you penetrated the darkness of their fear and doubt with your word of peace.  You showed them the appalling marks of evil pierced on your hands and feet.  You opened their minds to understand why you had to die to defeat such evil and death. Increase our understanding, we pray, and open our minds and hearts to receive you...

Lord, hear our prayer...

Bring to us O God, the sense of your living presence as we go into this new week.  Renew in us the faith you want us to have, the faith that is not afraid to reach out in your name and to share the treasure you have given us, that treasure which is greater than silver and gold....

Lord - you know our hearts, you know our needs, and you know the hearts of those around us and their needs.  We lift ourselves and them before you at this time... 

[A moment of silence to remember friends and loved ones in need of God’s healing love.]
Finally, O Lord, we ask that you would bless us at The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church with vision for the future and reverence for the past.  Guide us each day as we minister to one another and to the world for which you gave yourself.  Help us each day to bear witness to your name and to do that which you would have us do.  We ask it through Christ Jesus our Lord.

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Go now as those who have met with Christ in the morning of this day. Go now as those who hearts have burned within them, as the Scriptures were explained. Go now as those who have been touched by resurrection. And may the blessing of God be upon you, body, mind and spirit, as you leave this place, Amen.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
