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Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #4
________________________________________________

ENVELOPES AND DONATIONS: You may drop off your weekly envelopes during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032. We are currently working on more options.
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                            SUNDAY APRIL 19, 2020
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services  at Link:

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church-Online Facebook     
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).

      You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.

               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
All People & health workers affected by the C-virus; Rachael Bryson & Family; Colleen Bublitz; Pastor Dave Guertin; Donna Motter; Sandy Zimmerman; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly;  Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Robin Kreiner; Judy Miller; Paul Enders; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Phyliss Corsnitz;  Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani; Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Cathy Steppy; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; John Sweikert; Janet Helt: Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Susan Lazor    
OUR SHUT INS: Vickie Shoffler; Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; June Wiest; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, Please send prayer requests to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed above.

We pray for the safety and health of all health workers, first responders, grocery store workers, delivery workers, and all others working to make sure we have food, etc.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
To keep Valleys congregation and everyone safe during the Covid19 virus, physical services at Valleys remain suspended during April.  We can still celebrate services in the safety of our home with online services and also devotions that are mailed out. Valleys will abide with CDC, state and government recommendations in order to keep our congregation and others safe.  
We pray everyone will do their part by staying home and staying safe. We know it is a scary time but as Christians we put our faith and trust in God. Read your Bible, pray for others and trust God to bring us to the other side. 
All physical services, activities, meetings including IMMERSE Bible Reading Gatherings are suspended through April 30. Halifax Senior Center is closed until further notice. Girl Scout activities/meetings and Wednesday Zumba are suspended until further notice due to C-virus.   
Hymn - Because He Lives CCLI Song # 16880   CCLI License # 2572107
Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither
Verse 1 

God sent His son, they called Him Jesus, He came to love,

Heal, and forgive: He lived and died to buy my pardon, 

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.

Chorus - Because He lives I can face tomorrow, Because He lives all fear is gone; Because I know he holds the future. And life is worth the living just because He lives.

Verse 2

How sweet to hold a newborn baby, And feel the pride, 

and joy He gives; But greater still the calm assurance, 

This child can face uncertain days because He lives. (Chorus)
Verse 3

And then one day I’ll cross the river, I’ll fight life’s final 

war with pain; And then as death gives way to victory,

I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He lives.  (Chorus)
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church 
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address)

 Halifax, PA  17032
Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #4
  Week of April 19, 2020

                  John 20:19-31






2nd Sunday of Easter

1 Peter 1:3   3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…

My prayer is that this devotional finds you well. Know that I pray for each of you as the Lord brings you to mind. I also pray that while we are not able to gather together for worship, you would make use of this devotional to draw closer to Jesus and to each other as we use the same readings, texts and meditations during our live streamed worship services. I miss you all. 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship
The joy of the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ is with us.

We rejoice in the blessing God has poured into our lives.

Even though we hear words of doubt, we are called to believe.

Even though the world would draw us back again into darkness, we focus on the Light. Thanks be to Christ who gives us the victory

Alleluia! Amen.

Invocation

Living God, long ago, faithful women proclaimed the good news of Jesus' resurrection, and the world was changed forever. Teach us to keep faith with them, that our witness may be as bold, our love as deep, and our faith as true. Amen.
Readings:
Psalm: Psalm 16
New Testament: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

Gospel Text: John 20:19-31

Meditation:

The Apostle Paul says, “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection.” What would it look and feel like to truly know that power in our own lives? Perhaps it’s a bit like a story I heard of a vacuum cleaner salesman in a rural town. He went door to door. He came to a woman’s house and started his sales pitch. “This little beauty can clean any mess you can imagine.” Spotting a small pile of dirt on the woman’s carpet he said, “I’ll tell you what… if this cleaner can’t pick up every bit of that dirt, plus the dirt I’ll add to it, I will eat that pile of dirt until it’s gone.” Without missing a bit, he proceeded to pour out even more dirt and debris on top of what was already there. The woman watched all this without the least bit of concern as she said to him, “well, you’d better get out your fork and knife because that cleaner won’t pick up a thing… we ain’t got no electricity out here.” Just like the vacuum cleaner, if our lives aren’t ‘plugged’ into the power of the Holy Spirit, we won’t be all God designed and intended us to be. 


This week’s text from John 20 is one of the first post-resurrection events recorded in scripture. We find the disciples gathered together, but in secret, for fear of everything that has happened over the last week. They were alone and afraid when Jesus shows up among them; not through a door, he is just there. “Peace be with you,” he says. Jesus shows them his hands and his side to show them he really is their master. And when the disciples got over their shock they celebrated; they couldn’t believe their eyes. After they get over their shock Jesus commissions them saying, “as the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” And then he breathes on them and gives them the Holy Spirit. 


Thomas wasn’t there at that meeting so he highly doubted that Jesus really did show up. Like many of us he needed empirical evidence. “I won’t believe it unless I can place my fingers in his hands and side.” When Jesus shows up later in the same way as he did during their first encounter, he goes to Thomas and invites him to inspect his wounds… he doesn’t want Thomas to doubt but believe. Notice Jesus doesn’t rebuke him or shame him. Rather he acknowledges his doubt and meets Thomas where he is at and gives him what he needs in that moment. And Thomas responds in worship, “my Lord, and my God.”


The parallel connections in this text are quite striking. God ‘breathed’ into humanity at creation to give us life; now Jesus breathes into his disciples at their re-creation into new life. God commissions Jesus for his mission by sending the Holy Spirit to him at his baptism. Now Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to his disciples as he commissions them to carry on that ministry and mission. And in this, Jesus is passing on the missional baton, so to speak. 


This text reminds us of a few things. First is that in God’s pursuit of us, he wants to convince us of his reality and the reality of his relentless love. He doesn’t want us to doubt his love for us, and so, like Thomas, he meets us where we are regardless of the depth of our faith and belief. He doesn’t shame or berate us for not believing enough. Rather, he shows himself to us in ways we can understand if we are willing to see them.


Next Jesus wants to give us the Holy Spirit… the same spirit of power that raised him from the dead. He doesn’t force or coerce us into receiving him. It is up to us to decide if we’ll let him into our lives and hearts. 


Lastly, we need the Holy Spirit to empower us for the mission and ministry that Jesus gave us to do. Like the vacuum cleaner with no electricity, or a glove without a hand to animate it, we need a source of power to function… the Holy Spirit, the power of Jesus’s resurrection. May you receive and experience the power and new life that the Spirit brings. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer
Surprising God, we come to Easter through the long Lenten journey in which you have called us to examine our inner lives. Then on Easter, it is as though we have been freed from our darkness to walk in the Light with you. However, Easter and its celebration so quickly slide into the past and we again are tempted to move back into our doubts and fears. Surprise us again, Lord, as Jesus surprised his disciple Thomas who feared and doubted. Remind us that the signs of Jesus' resurrection are all around us.

As we remember this day our dear friends who suffer from illness and loss, Lord, help us to be a presence of comfort for them; for those who are lost and alone, alienated from family and friends, we ask that you empower us to reach out in compassion, offering appropriate help that will lift them into new life with you; for all anywhere who are in situations of danger, war, and strife, we pray that your peace will be with them and that the warfare and dangers will be vanquished by your good news; for our community, our nation, Lord, we ask that you give to the leaders compassion and wisdom, remembering that their lives rest in your care. And for ourselves, we ask for the extra measure of faith so that as doubts arise, we may meet them with confidence, and emerge as strong witnesses to your love. In Christ's name, we offer this prayer. AMEN.
Benediction:
All praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the source of every mercy, the God of all consolation.

Do not rely on yourselves alone, but put your trust in him.

For the God who can raise the dead to life again

will also deliver you!
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
