            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #17
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Dennis Hepler, (Gail Sherter’s brother); *Katy Campbell, (Charlie Shertzer’s relative); *Brian Shoop; *Elmer Feidt, (Stonebridge); *Mary Cooke, (home); *Joslyn Thomas, (Hosp); Chris Herb Jr.; Sandy Zimmerman; Charlie Shertzer; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Pat Hauth; Bob Shumaker; Roxanne Fasick; Lydia Faust; Pam, Josh Mauser;  Lori Graeff

OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                  [image: image1.emf]


APRIL 25, 2021
  Fourth Sunday of Easter
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
        The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

April 25, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fourth Sunday of Easter
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
      L:  Day by day, God leads us:

      P:  to the deep, deep pools of peace, to the green, lush lawns of grace.
      L:  Day by day, Jesus calls us:
      P:  to pour out ourselves in service, to anoint the stranger with hope.
      L:  Day by day, the Holy Spirit shows us:
P:  the community we could be, the family we are called to become.
L:  Come, let us worship the Lord!

Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
New Testament: Acts 4:5-12         (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 23 (Responsively)  (See Insert)                                      
New Testament: 1 John 3:16-24   (See Insert)  
*Gospel: John 10:11-18                 (See Insert)
Music -  “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”   See Insert or Page 211                                                      

Sermon -           “What Does Love Look Like?”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -  “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  See Insert or Page 462                                                                            
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Ed & Pat Dobbin in celebration of their 41st Wedding Anniversary on Apr. 28th.
Worship Service: We welcome you on the Fourth Sunday of Easter! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat/dismiss you before/following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Apr. 18 was 37.
Face book views for Apr. 18 were 100.

Face book views for Apr. 11 were 78.
Life Line Pregnancy Baby Bottles Campaign: Baby bottles are available at Valleys if you wish to participate, please see signup sheet or call church office. Bring bottles back before or by May 23rd. See Marie Herb for more information.

2021 Graduates:    Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2021 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing and acknowledging them in the June newsletter. Please give name of graduate and their parents names, School or college they graduate from (and college degree),   Activities & Special Honors received in school or college.  Please give information to the church office by Sunday May 9th.       
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

Apr.  25 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
May    2 - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship   Service or Online - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
May    3 -  Elders Meeting
May    4 -  Deacons Meeting
      May   9  -  Mother’s Day
                         9:00AM - Sunday School
                   10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
May  11 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup

May  16 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 4:00PM - Celebration of Life Service for Robert “Pete” Bryson (Doors open at 3:30PM.)
SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:00AM with one class for adults and one class for children for those who feel comfortable to join us. 

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday May 11th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Hamburg BBQ, Baked Beans, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday May 7th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.                    
MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13 and Saturday August 14 this year. If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing.  More details in upcoming bulletins and the next newsletter.
                   SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - New Testament Acts 4:5-12 (NLT)
5 The next day the council of all the rulers and elders and teachers of religious law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, along with Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and other relatives of the high priest. 7 They brought in the two disciples and demanded, “By what power, or in whose name, have you done this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of our people. 9 are we being questioned today because we’ve done a good deed for a crippled man? Do you want to know how he was healed? 10 Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel that he was healed by the powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God raised from the dead. 11 For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, ‘The stone that you builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.’ 12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.”
 2nd Reading - Psalm 23:1-6 (Responsive) (NLT)l 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need.
2 He lets me rest in green meadows;
    he leads me beside peaceful streams.
3     He renews my strength.
He guides me along right paths,
    bringing honor to his name.
4 Even when I walk through the darkest valley,
I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me.
Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me.
5 You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies.
You honor me by anointing my head with oil.
    My cup overflows with blessings.
6 Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me
    all the days of my life,
and I will live in the house of the Lord forever.
3rd Reading - New Testament 1 John 3:16-24 (NLT)
16 We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person? 18 Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. 19 Our actions will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be confident when we stand before God. 20 Even if we feel guilty, God is greater than our feelings, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we can come to God with bold confidence. 22 And we will receive from him whatever we ask because we obey him and do the things that please him. 23 And this is his commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he commanded us.24 Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he with them. And we know he lives in us because the Spirit he gave us lives in us.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading John 10:11-18 (NLT)
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. 12 A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t their shepherd. And so the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock. 13 The hired hand runs away because he’s working only for the money and doesn’t really care about the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd. 17 “The Father loves me because I sacrifice my life so I may take it back again. 18 No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it down when I want to and also to take it up again. For this is what my Father has commanded.”
Hymn: “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” (Page 211 in Red hymnal)                                                              Frank Ralls | Samuel Trevor Francis | Thomas John Williams 
      Public Domain  Ebenezer
         CCLI Song # 6508807  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   O the deep deep love of Jesus
Vast unmeasured boundless free
Rolling as a mighty ocean
In its fullness over me
Underneath me all around me
Is the current of Thy love
Leading onward leading homeward
To my glorious rest above
Verse 2    O the deep deep love of Jesus
Spread His praise from shore to shore
How He loveth ever loveth
Changeth never nevermore
How He watches o'er His loved ones
Died to call them all His own
How for them He intercedeth
Watcheth o’er them from the throne
Verse 3    O the deep deep love of Jesus
Love of every love the best
'Tis an ocean vast of blessing
'Tis a haven sweet of rest
O the deep deep love of Jesus
'Tis a heav’n of heav’ns to me
And it lifts me up to glory
For it lifts me up to Thee
Links for Hymn: “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” EBENEZER
   (Pg 211 Red hymnal):
https://youtu.be/SAzKgCMEnHc?t=2  
https://youtu.be/r_D8qg3yAnw?t=2 
*****************************************************************
 A CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE for Robert “Pete”  Bryson will be held on Sunday May 16, 2021 at Valleys. The Service will begin at 4:00PM. (Doors will open at 3:30PM.)

*****************************************************************
      History of Hymn: “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” (Page 211)

    The Hymn “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus" is a well-known Christian hymn, written by the London merchant Samuel Trevor Francis. Francis (1834–1925) had a spiritual turning point as a teenager, contemplating suicide one night on a bridge over the River Thames. Experiencing a renewal of faith, he went on to author many poems and hymns and was a preacher in addition to his merchant career.   The song compares Jesus's love to the ocean in scope, emphasizing the limitless, unchanging, and sacrificial nature of God's affections for the singer and all of humanity. 

     The deep love described in the first line of every stanza is reflected well in Ephesians 3:17-19: And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God (NIV).

      The hymn is rich in oceanic language, a suitable image for the concepts of depth and size, but the metaphor also describes movement, direction: “rolling … underneath me, all around me, is the current of thy love.” In the second stanza, the author sees the manifestation of this love in the sacrificial death of Christ. The proper response to this love is to “spread his praise from shore to shore.” The author is also amazed how such love could be offered to one who is “polluted, sinful, wretched.” This idea is echoed in Romans 5:8, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (ESV). 

DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you.
Hymn: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (Pg 462 in Red Hymnal)
Dorothy Ann Thrupp | William Batchelder Bradbury BRADBURY
CCLI Song # 24078 CCLI License #2571107 Public Domain
Verse 1  Savior like a shepherd lead us
Much we need thy tender care
In thy pleasant pastures feed us
For our use thy folds prepare
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Thou hast bought us thine we are
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Thou hast bought us thine we are
Verse 2  We are Thine do thou befriend us
Be the guardian of our way
Keep thy flock from sin defend us
Seek us when we go astray
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Hear O hear us when we pray
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Hear O hear us when we pray
Verse 3   Thou hast promised to receive us
Poor and sinful though we be
Thou hast mercy to relieve us
Grace to cleanse and pow'r to free
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Early let us turn to thee
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Early let us turn to thee
Verse 4    Early let us seek thy favor
Early let us do Thy will
Blessed Lord and only Savior
With thy love our beings fill
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Thou hast loved us love us still
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Thou hast loved us love us still
Link for hymn: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  (Page 462):   
       https://youtu.be/EQd2sh-nQ_M?t=1 

History of Hymn: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead us” (Pg 462) appears in 1005 hymnals. It is one hymn that most church members can recognize across denominational lines. What may surprise most churchgoers to know, however, is that for such a well-known and loved hymn of the Christian faith, we know little about how it was written or who the true author was. We see that whoever penned these words had a deeply theological message to share.

It first appeared in a children’s hymnal compiled by Dorothy Thrupp (born 1779, died 1847) in 1836, so some people think that Mrs. Thrupp wrote it as it appeared unsigned in her Hymns for the Young, published in 1836. But it is clear enough what inspired the words.  Two scriptures come to mind.  The first is Psalm 23, which begins, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.”  The second is the tenth chapter of the Gospel of John, where Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd.” The penned words were directly applied to children, and the anonymous writer obviously meant to use this hymn for teaching. It was more than twenty years later that the tune we presently know was composed by the American musician William Bradbury (1816-1868). His tune, named after himself, has most often been associated with this text. When Bradbury composed this tune, however, he modified the original words meant for children and broadened the meaning to include all the congregation. Since about 1830, the hymn has remained largely untouched. He wrote the music for what must be the favorite children’s hymn of all time— “Jesus Loves Me.”  He intended “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us” to be a children’s hymn, but it turned out that adults enjoyed singing it too.

A story related to this hymn is told about Ira Stankey, a musician who worked closely with Dwight L. Moody.  On one occasion, Stankey sang this song, “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” at a public gathering.  Afterwards, one of the guests pulled him aside and asked if Stankey had served on guard duty on a particular night in a particular place.  Stankey, who had served in the Union army, said that he had.  The other man said that he had served in the Confederate army.  On the evening in question, he had started to shoot a Union soldier when the Union soldier began to sing “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Me.” The Confederate soldier, who had often heard his mother sing that song, couldn’t do it.  Singing “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” had saved Stankey’s life.

The focus of the original composition was for young children, Thrupp would have wanted to encapsulate the essence and message of a caring Christ who loves all his children. In the first stanza, we see Christ portrayed as a shepherd offering care and guidance to his 
History of Hymn “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (Continued):
flock as well as preparing for service and Christian life. This is followed by an acknowledgement that we are Christ’s. Thrupp alludes to Psalm 23 – “pleasant pastures” – and draws upon the image of Christ as the Good Shepherd (John 10:1-18). Likewise, the second stanza picks up with the idea of possession by Christ and the continued picture of Christ as the Good Shepherd. Now, however, the author shows that we are not only possessed by Christ, but we are also in fellowship with Christ. Christ is our defender and guide, and he will hear us when we pray to him and follow in his footsteps. The author also alludes to the lost sheep (Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7), especially in the phrase, “seek us when we go astray.” The third stanza offers a wonderful picture of the salvation message of Christ—that no one is beyond the reach of God’s love and there is no sin too great to keep us separated from God. Underlying this message is an understanding of original sin, the inherent sinful nature of all of God’s children: “Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be. . .” The last part then acknowledges “We will early turn to Thee,” providing an effective transition into the final stanza – a poetic device known as anadiplosis (the word anadiplosis is of Greek origin, and means ‛doubling’ or ‛repetition’). This is commonly used for emphasis through the repetition of a key word or phrase, or to link a common theme through several separate clauses. Stanza four reminds us that the original focus of the hymn was on children–with references to seeking Christ early in life: “Early let us seek thy favor; early let us do thy will. . .”. Thrupp advocated for an early and honest following of Christ that leads us to a place of service and following God’s will. There is a plea for the love of God to be shown through us as the body of Christ and that God’s love will always be present, as he has always loved us. The picture we get from this hymn, and the reason it has been such a defining song of the church, lies in the fact that it presents the fuller theology of Christian life in one song. This picture of the saving love and grace of God, the salvation message of God, God’s fellowship with us, and the continuing service to God gives us the broader perspective of what the Christian life should be. Thrupp attempted to make the hymn accessible to children, and Bradbury has presented it in a way that is applicable to every Christian. Although this song may have had some vague beginnings, it has a certain future in the church because of its message of hope, love, salvation, and Christian living.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #17    
April 25, 2021                  “What Does Love Look Like?” 

   
      
                 4th Sunday of Easter

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:
L: Day by day, God leads us:
P: to the deep, deep pools of peace,
     to the green, lush lawns of grace.
L: Day by day, Jesus calls us:
P: to pour out ourselves in service,
     to anoint the stranger with hope.
L: Day by day, the Holy Spirit shows us:
P: the community we could be,
     the family we are called to become.
L: Come, let us worship the Lord!
Invocation:

Loving Shepherd, you know our names; you care for us. When we face darkness and death, walk beside us. When we hunger for your love, fill us with your presence. When we are fearful, feed us at your table. May we dwell in the house of goodness and mercy all the days of our lives. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

New Testament: Acts 4:5-12
Psalm: Psalm 23
New Testament: 1 John 3:16-24
*Gospel: John 10:11-18
Meditation:

“What Does Love Look Like?”

I recently saw a video of a sheep caught stuck in a crack by the side of a road. It managed to get stuck head first in its panic. A young boy, presumably the shepherd’s son, pulled on the sheep’s rear leg to extract it from the deep crack. When the sheep was free, it bounded away only to fall back into the crevice a little further up the road. Obviously, sheep are not the brightest creatures. This one sure wasn’t! This video struck me in the way scripture repeatedly compares us to sheep and God as the Good Shepherd. It’s one of many images that help us see what love, particularly God’s love, looks like. 


All of today’s readings invite us to consider God’s love and how we might experience it. Love is such a broad term in our language, and even in the original biblical languages of Greek and Hebrew. Love is easier to describe than to define so we’re given images of love in action to help us relate. And today we consider the images of a shepherd and his/her sheep. 


In John’s text for today, Jesus continues a discussion with his disciples of him being the Good Shepherd. He contrasts a good shepherd from thieves (in the earlier verses) and from hired hands who have little to no emotional connection to the sheep. The good shepherd is known to his sheep by the sound of his voice. The voices of strangers will scare sheep and they won’t go near them. A hired hand is there to do a job, but when real danger appears they are more concerned with their own safety and well-being than that of the sheep. But the good shepherd would set his own desire for self-preservation aside to protect and defend his sheep. This is one image of love. When someone puts the needs of another ahead of themselves, even at the cost of their own life; this is Jesus’s love towards us. 


The image of God as the Good Shepherd is most well known in the 23rd Psalm, another of today’s readings. It is so familiar that we often breeze through reading it and forget the rich, deep language in this psalm. Here’s my rough paraphrase: because the Lord is my shepherd, I lack no good thing. Everything I need I have by God’s hand. He gives me rest when it’s needed. He gives me life-sustaining water to quench thirst. He leads me along the safe and secure path. And even though we may have to go through the darkest valleys of life, I will fear no bad thing, because you have what is needed to protect and defend me, and that you are with me brings me immense comfort. Even when my enemies gather around me to mock me and cause me harm, you prepare a feast for me in order to shame them. You give me salves to soothe my dry, itchy skin. You love me so much that I have more than I could ever ask or imagine. And your unrelenting, pursuing love chases after me all my life, and when my life’s journey is over, I will live in your presence forever. This is the picture of the Good Shepherd that would have come to mind for the disciples hearing Jesus’s words. 


There are many other images used in scripture that help give us a richer understanding of God’s love for us. Many passages talk of God being like a bridegroom and we like his beloved bride. Jesus used images in parables like the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son. There are images of God being like a loving parent and we are the children. Every one of these stories and images help us not just understand God’s love, but to recognize it when we experience it. 

It also helps us know how we are to love others. We are to love with the same self-sacrificing love that Jesus showed and continues to show to us. Love looks like standing in solidarity with those who are hurting and suffering, particularly those who have been oppressed and mistreated. Love looks like the early Christians who would stay in plague infested areas to nurse and care for the sick and dying, even at the risk of their own lives. Love looks like William Wilberforce actively working through British Parliament to bring and end to the slave trade in England. Love looks like an African village coming and sitting with a missionary family who just lost their newborn baby to illness, staying with them and just being present with them in their grief. And of course we can read Paul’s beautiful words in 1Corinthians 13 describing what the presence and absence of love can feel like. 

May you experience God’s amazing, abundant love for you in new and surprising ways. May you be a channel of God’s love towards others who are starved for the love of the Good Shepherd. May you be an image for the world to see and know what is the height, depth, and breadth of the love of God in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
O Lord, our Shepherding God, come close to us now. Come near us in our time of need. Shepherding God, we need you in our time of anxiety. We need you in our time of economic uncertainty. We need you in a time of a globe-trotting disease. We need you to bind our wounds, and pour your healing ointment on our heads . We need the briars, and brambles, and burrs pulled out of our fleece and skin.

Shepherding God, you guide us with your voice. Help us to listen and follow no matter where your voice leads. Help us to trust you. Shepherding God, protect us from the hired hands that do not really care for us and have neglected or abused us in the past.

[A moment of silence to remember friends and loved ones in need of God’s healing love.]
Shepherding God, thank you for your son who lay down his life for those who follow him

and for those who are not in the fold yet. Lord we pray for those who don’t know the shepherd, whose life circumstances kept them from knowing the good shepherd. We pray that by our actions, our behavior, and our reaching out into the community, they may come to know you. Shepherding God, renew us, guide us with your love and renew us with your peace. Amen

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Nourished by the Shepherd’s abundant love, go forth to walk in the paths of righteousness.
Love one another in truth and action. And may God’s richest blessings abide in you forever. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
