Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #5
Hymn: Blest Be the Tie That Binds

   CCLI Song # 25369   CCLI License # 2572107
(Verse 1) Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above
(Verse 2) Before our Father's throne
We pour our ardent prayers
Our fears our hopes our aims are one
Our comforts and our cares
(Verse 3) We share each other's woes
Our mutual burdens bear
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear

(Verse 4) When we asunder part
It gives us inward pain
But we shall still be joined in heart
And hope to meet again
Story Behind The Hymn, “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
At the age of 16, John Fawcett and his new bride Mary, began their ministry at an impoverished Baptist church in Wainsgate. After seven years of devoted service in meager circumstances, they received a call to the large and influential Carters Lane Baptist Church in London. They decided to move. After the wagons were loaded for the move, the Fawcetts met their tearful parishioners for a final farewell. “John, I cannot bear to leave”, cried Mrs. Fawcett. “Nor can I”, said the saddened pastor. “We shall remain here with our people.” The order was given to unload the wagons. From the circumstances of this incident Fawcett wrote his well-known hymn, "Blest be (is) the tie that binds", headed "Brotherly Love". The following Sunday, John Fawcett preached from Luke 12:15, A man’s life consists not in the abundance of the things he possesses. 

He closed his sermon by reading his new song: Brotherly Love. (This became known as “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.”)
And John and Mary Fawcett carried on their faithful ministry in the little village of Wainsgate for 54 years. Their salary was estimated to be never more than the equivalent of $200 a year.
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                            SUNDAY APRIL 26, 2020
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).

      You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
All People & health workers affected by the C-virus; Rachael Bryson & Family; Colleen Bublitz; Pastor Dave Guertin; Donna Motter; Sandy Zimmerman; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly;  Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Judy Miller; Paul Enders; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Phyliss Corsnitz;  Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani; Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Cathy Steppy; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; John Sweikert; Janet Helt: Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Susan Lazor    
OUR SHUT INS: Vickie Shoffler; Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; June Wiest; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, please send prayer requests (or if prayer needs change) to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed on front cover.

We pray for the safety and health of all health workers, first responders, grocery store workers, delivery workers, and all others working to make sure we have food, etc.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
Physical services (activities, meetings, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba) at Valleys remain suspended during April.  We can still celebrate services in the safety of our home with online services and devotions that are mailed out. Valleys will abide with CDC, state and government recommendations in order to keep our congregation and others safe.  We pray everyone will do their part by staying home and staying safe. We know it is a scary time but as Christians we put our faith and trust in God. Read your Bible, pray for others and trust God to bring us to the other side. 
MISSION NEWS: On April 14 we served 46 people with takeout meals that were reserved before Apr. 14. Thank you to the volunteers who made the food, put takeouts together, and two runners who gave the people their meals at their cars. If you wish to volunteer for the May Community Meal (takeouts only), please call the church office as we can only have 5-6 people to help keep a safe distance while we serve others. 
May 12 Community Meal Menu: Choose ONE (Hamburger OR Hot dog); Baked Beans, Macaroni salad, chips. (Meals must be reserved by May 6 by calling the church office.)
    Also please remember as you are cleaning out closets this spring and summer, the Free Back-to School Yard Sale will (hopefully) be held in August. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ENVELOPES AND DONATIONS: You may drop off your weekly envelopes during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032. We are currently working on more options.
      For those who have internet this is the Link for the Hymn: 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”.
  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church 
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address)

 Halifax, PA  17032
Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #5
  Week of April 26, 2020

                  Luke 24:13-35






3rd Sunday of Easter

1 Peter 1:21 Through him [Jesus] you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
I pray this devotional finds you well. It’s hard to believe it’s been over one month since we were able to gather in person to worship our Great God. I am grateful for the gift of technology that allows us to gather in the virtual world of Facebook and YouTube, yet I know many of you are not able to join us in this way. So, my hope is that this devotional allows you to stay connected with us in some small way. You are in my thoughts and prayers. I miss you all. 

In His Grip,

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship
As you walk with us, as we journey together,

Lord, your word fills our hearts!

As you speak with us, as your love is revealed,

Lord, your fire burns in our hearts!

As we proclaim what we have seen and heard,

may all people be drawn to you, the risen Lord!

Invocation

Dear Lord, you have so much to show us and to tell us—things that no human eyes have seen, things that no human ears have heard, things that you have prepared for those you love. Mighty God, your promises are like shelter in a storm—to us and to our children, to all those far and near, to everyone who hears your call. O, that we might have the mind of Christ, that we may know and understand your truth. We wait as empty vessels, ready to be filled to overflowing with your living water, as you reveal your love for us through Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
Readings:
Psalm: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
New Testament: 1 Peter 1:17-23 

Gospel Text: Luke 24:13-35

Meditation:
“Traveling Companions”

The only survivor of a shipwreck washed up on a small, uninhabited island. He prayed feverishly for God to rescue him, and every day he scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming. Exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him from the elements, and to store his few possessions. But then one day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little hut in flames, the smoke rolling up to the sky. The worst had happened; everything was lost. He was stung with grief and anger. “God, how could you do this to me!” he cried. Early the next day, however, he was awakened by the sound of a ship that was approaching the island. It had come to rescue him. “How did you know I was here?” asked the weary man of his rescuers. “We saw your smoke signal,” they replied.
We often go through life unaware of how different circumstances and people are being used by God to help us on life’s journey. Let’s look at how two disciples of Jesus were made aware of who was with them in their grief and confusion that first Easter day. 

Two disciples were walking together towards a town called Emmaus, about 7 miles from Jerusalem. They were talking about all the events surrounding Jesus’s triumphal entry, trials, and death, and they were trying to make some sense of it all. As they’re walking, they are joined by another person whom they don’t recognize. They told this stranger about all the events they had been discussing, and now they were grappling with the report of an empty tomb. “… we hoped he would be the one who would redeem Israel.” The stranger proceeds to explain to them, citing scripture, how all this was to fulfill God’s plan. 

As they approach their destination the two disciples invite this stranger to join them for dinner and spend the night as it was close to the end of the day. Hospitality was a big part of Jewish culture in first century Israel, so the invitation was not that unusual. They were beginning to eat their meal when the stranger takes the bread, gives thanks, and breaks it to distribute it. I imagine the disciples’ hair standing up on the backs of their necks as they realize this is no stranger; it’s Jesus! The risen Jesus is revealed in the simple act of hospitality, of the sharing of a meal, of sharing in their journey. 

Luke’s text is a powerful image of what the Christian life is like. We go through our lives with struggles, questions, doubts, and griefs. We often feel as though we are alone in these struggles; that others are too wrapped up in their own fight that no one seems to care. But then we discover we are not really alone… that others are wanting and needing companions for their journeys also. And so, we join together and begin to form bonds around our common struggles. As followers of Jesus we turn towards scripture and read together, and wrestle together as we seek God’s spirit for guidance and understanding. We recognize that as God has revealed himself in scripture, he has given us keys that can unlock life’s great mysteries and provide some answers to our nagging questions. And in our gathering together we come to the realization that Jesus is there in our midst. He is there to console us, comfort us, challenge us, and love us in ways we didn’t even no we needed to be loved. He gives us what we need to nourish us for life’s journey, not the least of which is the gift of each other. 

One of the challenges we face is learning to listen for the voice of Jesus amidst all the chaos and competing voices that bombard our minds every day. Just like a loving parent learns to distinguish their baby’s cry in a roomful of wailing infants, we can learn to hear Jesus’s voice too. That parent learns to hear their child out of a deep love. It is out of a similar deep love that we can learn to hear Jesus. 

This text also reminds us of a very important truth: God does not redeem us from suffering, but through suffering. The Gospel story tells us that there is no resurrection without death. It tells us that we best understand and experience joy when we’ve been through the pain of suffering. Often, we do all we can to avoid pain and suffering, and understandably so. But if we are too quick to avoid these things, we can miss God’s gift and invitation that come out of those painful experiences. The gift of experiencing the depts of his love, and the invitation to become more and more like Jesus. Because it’s in our own pain and suffering that we gain the capacity to empathize and care for others who are experiencing their own living hell. And it’s out of that ability to come along side others in their pain and grief that Jesus is truly made known. This is especially important in our current reality of social distancing and isolation. We need to find ways to remain connected, so we don’t loose hope or heart. 

Lastly, this is an encouragement to pray for  Jesus’s presence and guidance as we read scripture, whether on our own, or together. Along with getting comfort and encouragement, we also need to approach scripture with humility. We need to be able to be corrected and have our assumptions challenged by Jesus. That maybe we imposed our own cultural and personal biases on scripture and now we need Jesus to break down those false idols we’ve created so we can see and experience God’s truth and words as he wants us to. 

God has given us the gift of his revelation of his love for us in Jesus through the pages of scripture. He has given us the gift of each other to encourage, learn from, and grow in our walk with Jesus. And most importantly, he’s given us the gift of Jesus Christ, crucified and resurrected. All of these are gifts from God as companions on the journey. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer
Risen One, like those disciples on the road to Emmaus, we struggle to recognize you in the everyday journey of our lives. We seek your wisdom in the midst of the questions we have about the circumstances we ﬁnd ourselves in—circumstances sometimes beyond our control, but often of our own making.

Open our eyes, Light of the World, to your work of transformation in and around us. As we walk with you day by day, may your new life be made manifest in what we say to others. Help us to understand the power of our words to hurt or to heal; give us the graciousness to make all our conversations holy. Just as we desire that our speaking be holy, may our seeing be holy as well. We are bombarded with images every day, O Christ, that shape our attitudes and behaviors.

As you opened the scriptures to the disciples and taught them everything, open our eyes to behold you in your Word, in the beauty of nature, the beauty of another human being

and the beauty of sacred art.

And in our seeing, help us to recognize and welcome the stranger in our midst. May our welcome be a celebration of the gifts and graces of persons who are different from us and not merely some token tolerance of an outsider.

You were known to the disciples in the breaking of the bread. May your resurrection presence guide us in the decisions we make about what we take into our bodies— especially what we eat and what we drink. Help us to understand our eating and drinking as sacred events, not to be abused or approached mindlessly.

So often we forget, Holy One, that you invite us to abide with you; to have our lives hidden in you. We thank you that you travel with us in our joys and our concerns. Amen

Benediction:
Christ has brought us together:

together in faith, together in hope, together in love.

We have gathered together to be sent out again:

sent out with the welcome message of God’s love!

We go forth together,

to be living testimonies of Christ’s love!

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 

