Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #14                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Michele Chubb, *Lori Graeff, (Charlie & Gail Shertzer’s daughters); *Sandy Zimmerman, (Home); *Lydia Faust, (Home); Peggy Berra; Mary Cooke; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Brian Shoop; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani;  Alfy Narouz; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Dharlys Kaufman; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Dee Portez; Pat Hauth; Greg Shertzer
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Please Give prayer requests/updates during “Prayer Requests/Joys” during service.
[image: image1.emf]

                                
SUNDAY APRIL 4, 2021
                          Easter Sunday
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
April 4, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Easter Sunday
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
    Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         

   L:  Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
      P:  CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!
      L:  Darkness has been vanquished!
      P:  THE BRILLIANT LIGHT OF HOPE HAS COME!
      L:  Come let us worship and celebrate the Good News!
            P:  ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN! AMEN!!
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 25:6-9        (See Insert)

Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (Responsive)  (See Insert)
New Testament: Acts 10:34-43      (See Insert) 
*Gospel: Mark 16:1-8                    (See Insert) 
Music -                    “Christ Arose”         See Insert or Page 216
Sermon  -         “Can’t Keep A Good Man Down”  
Solo- “He Looked Beyond my Faults Saw My Need”
              (Tune O Londonderry Aire)             Katie Berra

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

Words of Assurance  
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION 

   Music -  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”  See insert or Pg 217

      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat you before the service and to dismiss you following the service.
Worship Service: We welcome you on Easter Sunday! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
Apr.    4 - 10:15AM - Easter Sunday - In-Person Worship Service  or Online - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
Apr.    5 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting
Apr.  11 -  9:00AM - Sunday School begins again! (one class for Adults and one for youth)
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Apr.  13 -  5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup

Apr. 18 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                  10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Onlin





EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4th 10:15AM will be In-Person and Online with Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday April 13th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Ham, Scalloped potatoes, Green beans, Salad, Fruit cup, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday April 8th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Mar. 28 was 35.
Face book views for Mar. 28 was 42.

Face book views for Mar. 21 was 59.
SUNDAY SCHOOL begins again next Sunday April 11th at 9:00AM with one class for adults and one class for children for all those who feel comfortable to join us. Adult teacher for April 11 is Dave Novinger. Listing of teachers, scriptures, topics is in April/May newsletter.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
                 SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9 (NLT)
6 In Jerusalem, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will spread a 
wonderful feast for all the people of the world. It will be a delicious banquet with clear, well-aged wine and choice meat. 7 There he will remove the cloud of gloom, the shadow of death that hangs over the earth. 8 He will swallow up death forever! The Sovereign Lord will wipe away all tears. He will remove forever all insults and mockery
against his land and people. The Lord has spoken! 9 In that day the people will proclaim, “This is our God! We trusted in him, and he saved us! This is the Lord, in whom we trusted. Let us rejoice in the salvation he brings!”
2nd Reading -Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (Responsive Reading) (NLT)
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
    His faithful love endures forever.
2 Let all Israel repeat: 

“His faithful love endures forever.”
14 The Lord is my strength and my song;
    he has given me victory.
15 Songs of joy and victory are sung in the camp of the godly.
    The strong right arm of the Lord has done glorious things!
16 The strong right arm of the Lord is raised in triumph.
    The strong right arm of the Lord has done glorious things!
17 I will not die; instead, I will live
    to tell what the Lord has done.
18 The Lord has punished me severely,
    but he did not let me die.
19 Open for me the gates where the righteous enter,
    and I will go in and thank the Lord.
20 These gates lead to the presence of the Lord,
    and the godly enter there.
21 I thank you for answering my prayer
    and giving me victory!
22 The stone that the builders rejected
    has now become the cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing,
    and it is wonderful to see.
24 This is the day the Lord has made.
    We will rejoice and be glad in it.
3rd Reading  -New Testament Reading Acts 10:34-43 (NLT)
34 Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism. 35 In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right. 36 This is the message of Good News for the people of Israel—that there is peace with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee, after John began preaching his message of baptism. 38 And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 “And we apostles are witnesses of all he did throughout Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him to life on the third day. Then God allowed him to appear, 41 not to the general public, but to us whom God had chosen in advance to be his witnesses. We were those who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he ordered us to preach everywhere and to testify that Jesus is the one appointed by God to be the judge of all—the living and the dead. 43 He is the one all the prophets testified about, saying that everyone who believes in him will have their sins forgiven through his name.”
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading; Mark16:1-8 
16 Saturday evening, when the Sabbath ended, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome went out and purchased burial spices so they could anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on Sunday morning, just at sunrise, they went to the tomb. 3 On the way they were asking each other, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 But as they arrived, they looked up and saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled aside. 5 When they entered the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a white robe sitting on the right side. The women were shocked, 6 but the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Look, this is where they laid his body. 7 Now go and tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there, just as he told you before he died.” 8 The women fled from the tomb, trembling and bewildered, and they said nothing to anyone because they were too frightened.
Hymn: “Christ Arose” (Page 216 Red Hymnal) Public Domain
 Robert Lowry CHRIST AROSE CCLI Song # 27783  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Low in the grave He lay Jesus my Savior
Waiting the coming day Jesus my Lord                 Chorus
Chorus   Up from the grave He arose
With a mighty triumph o'er His foes
He arose a victor from the dark domain
And He lives forever with His saints to reign
He arose He arose Hallelujah Christ arose
Verse 2   Vainly they watch His bed Jesus my Savior
Vainly they seal the dead Jesus my Lord                 Chorus
Verse 3    Death cannot keep his prey Jesus my Savior
He tore the bars away Jesus my Lord                     Chorus
Links for Hymn “Christ Arose”: Page 216

https://youtu.be/yqS3owDAjA4?t=2  

3
https://youtu.be/AjEB5Asa1mQ?t=2 

     History of “Christ Arose (Page 216): 
          “Low in the Grave He Lay,” called “Christ Arose” in many hymnals, both the words and music was composed in 1874 by Robert Lowry (1826-1899, born in Philadelphia) while he was pastor of the First Baptist Church of Lewisburg, PA. It first appeared in the collection Brightest and Best (1875) under the title “He is not here, but risen - Luke 24:5”. He served churches in Pennsylvania, New York City & Plainfield, N. J. During the Easter season of 1874, while having his devotions one evening, Robert Lowry was impressed with the events associated with Christ’s resurrection, especially with these words recorded in Luke 24:6, 7 “He is not here, but is risen.” Soon Robert Lowry found himself seated at the little pump organ in the parlor of his home, in a very spontaneous fashion, the words and music of Christ Arose gave expression to the thoughts that had been uppermost in his mind. This victorious hymn makes us want to stand in adoration to our Lord and King and sing this Christian hymn with much joy, and gusto in our voices to our Risen Savior. He is no longer in the grave but risen with a mighty triumph over His enemies. He arose a Victor! A wonderful hymn for Easter! Also known as “Up from the Grave He Arose” and simply “Low in the Grave He Lay,” this hymn praises the resurrection of Jesus and our eternal salvation as believers in Him. This powerful hymn celebrates the triumph of Jesus over death and the “dark domain.” May we be encouraged by its lyrics and uplifting melody to praise Jesus for cleansing our sins and eternal life in faith!
Hymn: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” (Page 217) 
Charles Wesley CHRIST AROSE    Public Domain 
CCLI Song # 2728588 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Christ the Lord is risen today Alleluia
Sons of men and angels say Alleluia
Raise your joys and triumphs high Alleluia
Sing ye heavens and earth reply Alleluia
Verse 2   Lives again our glorious King Alleluia
Where O death is now thy sting alleluia
Dying once He all doth save Alleluia
Where thy victory O grave alleluia

Verse 3   Love's redeeming work is done Alleluia
Fought the fight the battle won Alleluia
Death in vain forbids Him rise Alleluia
Christ hath opened paradise Alleluia

Verse 4   Soar we now where Christ has led Alleluia
Following our exalted Head Alleluia
Made like Him like Him we rise Alleluia
Ours the cross the grave the skies Alleluia
Links to hymn:  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” Page 217

https://youtu.be/BINJeLQ_r0M?t=2 

https://youtu.be/WSs4_vc0pq0?t=2 

History of Hymn: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” (Page 217)
  "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" is a classic Easter hymn by the great hymn writer Charles Wesley. It first appeared in a collection by John and Charles Wesley called Hymns and Sacred Poems (1739) without the "alleluia's," the hymn eventually became well known for the "Alleluia" sung as a melisma (the singing of a single syllable of text while moving between several different notes in succession) after each line, alleluia’s were added by an unknown author in the nineteenth century, probably to fit the commonly used hymn tune of "Easter hymn". A striking feature of the hymn is that its text is written in the present tense. "Christ the Lord is risen today" -- not "has risen" or "rose." This is powerful because it places us in community with those who witnessed the resurrection in their own lifetimes, and reaffirms our own hope of being set free from death. "Made like him, like him we rise" -- also stated in the present tense -- conveys a hope that brings God's power and new life now, lifting us from our current situation of "death" and into everlasting life.
History of Hymn: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” (Continued)
    What does this mean for the suffering, the oppressed, the abused and the lost? It is probable Wesley is calling us to action? If we follow the example of our "exalted head," will it take us to "the cross, the grave, the skies?" The skies are exciting, but we also need to be willing to follow Christ to the cross and the grave even if we know that we will be triumphant over them.  The final stanza declares that if we are indeed made like Christ and we follow his example, then we can know everlasting life (John 3:16). This is our ultimate hope -- present, past and future. This is so empowering to us and to others, to know that Christ died for us, and that his power enables us to overcome suffering and death just like he did. "Thus to sing and thus to love, Alleluia."   Each verse of "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" features a focus on the Resurrection of Jesus. The lyrics of "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" draw inspiration from a number of Biblical texts. The overall focus of the hymn is drawn from Matthew 28:5–6 where Mary Magdalene and the other Mary is told by an angel of Jesus' resurrection. The wording as well as the "Alleluias" are drawn from the Book of Psalms with a number of Psalms being used including Psalms 106, 111, 112, 113, 117 and 135. It also alludes to Revelation 19 where it is said that during the Rapture that "Alleluia" will sing out from Heaven.   However, the original lines find their origin long before 1739. The inspiration for this hymn can be traced back to an anonymous Bohemian hymn written in Latin in the 14th century. In the early 1700s that song was translated into English and published as “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”.  It was this short hymn that served as the building blocks for what would be adapted and expanded by Charles Wesley. There have been some changes over the years, and the song you are most familiar with is likely different than Wesley’s original composition. But the hymn that we have today is quite different from the one that Charles Wesley wrote.  The original hymn had no Alleluias. It seems as if the hand of God directed what came next.  Someone whose name has been lost in time decided to set the words to the tune that we now use––a tune by a composer whose name has also been lost in time.  But the words didn’t fit the tune, so he added the Alleluias to make it fit.  The perfect Easter hymn, then, came into being through the work of three different people who probably never met.  It is unlikely that any of the three had any idea how much their hymn would add to our celebration of Easter.

Life Line Pregnancy Baby Bottles Campaign begins on April 11th.  Baby bottles will be available if you wish to participate. See upcoming bulletins for more information or see Marie Herb.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #14    
    April 4, 2021            “Can’t Keep A Good Man Down”

   
      
                         Easter Sunday 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:
L: Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
P: CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!
L: Darkness has been vanquished!
P: THE BRILLIANT LIGHT OF HOPE HAS COME!
L: Come let us worship and celebrate the Good News!
P: ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN! AMEN!!
Invocation:

Loving, Powerful God, joy floods over our souls on this day! Christ is risen! Fear is vanquished! Open our hearts and our spirits to receive fully the joy which has been given for us! Let us celebrate the victory of Christ and the hope for the future! Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
New Testament: Acts 10:34-43
*Gospel: Mark 16:1-8
Meditation:

“Can’t Keep A Good Man Down”

Cathy Norman, a church organist of many years, recounts a rather embarrassing story of an Easter Sunrise service at which she was supposed to play. The service was scheduled for 6:30am, but she had overslept. At 6:31 her pastor called and asked if she was on her way. She jumped up and managed to get ready and be at the church only 10 minutes later. The next year, on Easter Sunday, she received a call from her pastor at 5:45am. He said, “Good morning! Christ is risen, and so should you!” Needless to say, she made it on time, laughing. 


I tell this story because I know many of us, including myself, have struggled getting up and moving some mornings. I imagine that those three women, heading to Jesus’s tomb, felt some urgency for their errand. Mark tells us that Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and Salome were headed to Jesus’s tomb to finish the traditional burial preparations. Both Marys had been present at the crucifixion. All three were devoted followers of Jesus, helping him with his mission, along with the 12. They had witnessed Jesus’s death, and now were wondering how they would move a massive stone from the tomb’s entrance. In other words, they came expecting to find the body of Jesus. Dead. 


Imagine their surprise and concern as they approached the tomb to find that the stone had already been moved. This stone, weighing somewhere between .5 and 2 tons was a major obstacle, yet it had already been moved. They approached the tomb entrance with a mix of feelings including fear and cautiousness. 


When they look inside, instead of finding the body of the crucified Jesus, they see “a young man dressed in white sitting to the right side.” Their fear and alarm rapidly increases as they try to make sense of what they’re seeing. “Don’t be alarmed… he was crucified and is now risen… he is not here.” The ‘young man’ spoke these words to calm the women. Mark leaves it to our imagination to wonder who this man is. The other Gospels make it plain that this was no ordinary man: he was an angel. 

He further tells the women that they are to, “tell his disciples and Peter… he is going ahead of you to Galilee.” It’s interesting that this message specifically mentions Peter. Not only was the message meant to reassure the women, but also Peter and the others. Imagine Peter, hearing these words, becoming aware that he is forgiven; restored. And now they are to go to Galilee where this all began some three years prior. Jesus was no longer in Jerusalem, the seat of power in Israel with all of society’s movers and shakers. He was now going to an area where the marginalized dwelt. A place where poverty was pervasive. A place where human need and suffering cried out for what only the risen Jesus could bring. And Jesus was calling his followers to join him in such a place. If they wanted to see Jesus alive and risen, if they wanted to be with him, then they had to move past Jerusalem and the tomb. 

The oldest manuscripts of Mark end at verse 8. The following verses are later additions believed to be added by scribes using the other Gospels as sources. They were uncomfortable ending the story with the women trembling, bewildered, and afraid. Yet that’s been a running theme throughout Mark. The brokenness of humanity meeting the mystery of Jesus. It has a way of drawing you in to wonder who is this Jesus, and what’s next. 

When we come to Jesus, who do we expect to find? Is he someone familiar to us? Has he been tamed by our own nostalgic creation of who we want Jesus to be? Or are we open to find someone who has experienced the power of the resurrection with all its questions and mystery? Are we open to the resurrected Jesus to enter our lives unrestrained and ready to completely upend our sense of all we think we know? 

Where do we expect to find the risen Jesus? Is he only in our well-maintained houses of worship? Is he found only at seats of power and influence? Or should we expect to find the risen Jesus in places where the need is the greatest? Needs for healing and restoration, a need for forgiveness and redemption, needs for freedom from injustice and oppression, and a need to know of the unfathomable love of their Heavenly Father? I believe this is where Jesus can be found, and where he invites us to join him. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)
God of Awesome Joy, be with us this day as we celebrate the resurrection of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Let the light of your love flood into our lives and through us to all those who have been captured by darkness, that the light may give them healing, freedom and hope. As we witness the surprise of the women at the tomb, the appearance of the Savior to Mary, and her good news brought to the disciples, let us remember that this good news exists for us today. Darkness does not win. Death is not victorious. Christ is Risen, for us, for you and for me. We are raised with Christ to a new life of hope and service. Let the joy of this good news swirl around in our hearts. Let excitement for service and ministry burst forth from us. Let us truly be the “Easter People” that you have called us to be. 
[A moment of silence to remember friends and loved ones in need of God’s healing love.]
Gracious God, you have walked patiently with us throughout our Lenten journey. You have celebrated our successes and our growing understanding of your love; and you have mourned our failures and rejections of your healing mercies. This day, as we have gathered to celebrate the joy of Easter, let us remember that we are to become “Easter People”, people of the Resurrection; people who know that what was thought to be impossible has been conquered. Forgive our stubbornness and fears. Fill us with your healing love and help us to become the disciples that you need to serve in this world. For we ask this in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
