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Matthew 22:1-11







Palm Sunday

Greetings! Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus.

I pray you might use this devotional to draw close to God and stay connected to what we are doing and praying in this time of physical separation. It’s hard to mark these important events when we can’t do it in the ways we’re used to doing it. If ever there was a time to cry, “Hosanna,” which means “save us,” it’s now. May you find ways to proclaim ‘Jesus is King’ in all you do and say.
Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship

Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!
Readings:

Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Gospel Text: Matthew 21:1-11
Meditation:
Whether or not we are aware of them, we all have expectations of one kind or another, for one thing or another, for one person/people or another. And those expectations have a profound influence on how we perceive and understand what is taking place. In our current setting our expectations are being challenged by everything surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic; when will life get back to normal, will I or a loved one get sick, where in the world can I find toilet paper! Perhaps a bigger one that may or may not get voiced is, “Where is God, and when will He answer our prayers for deliverance?” All these questions arise because our expectations have either been challenged, or utterly shattered. 
The text from Matthew’s Gospel is a familiar one to many of us. It recounts the events of Jesus’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem on what has come to be known as Palm Sunday from Matthew’s perspective. It helps us to understand the reaction of the crowd to Jesus when we know something of the peoples’ expectations of God at that time.
Even though Israel had returned from exile some 400 years before Jesus’s time, they still were not sovereign in their own land. First the Greek Empire had conquered them, and now the Roman Empire was dominating them. They had become religiously pluralistic in a nation formed under one god, Yahweh. Many false, would be messiahs popped up quite often only to be squashed under Roman rule. They were oppressed in every way imaginable under the Romans. Even though Israel had a Jewish king on the throne, the Herods were nothing more than puppets of the Romans. The Herods were not even of the bloodline of David, the king chosen by God himself. The temple had become corrupt. The leaders of the temple grew more interested in filling their own coffers than in having the temple be a place of worship. And in this backdrop where many religious and political leaders were each struggling to have their agendas met, Jesus shows up. 
In his triumphal entry into Jerusalem Jesus announces his identity, but very few get it. He’s riding on a donkey. Most conquering monarchs would enter a city riding a war horse decked out in armor and such. Jesus riding on a donkey was a sign of a king coming in peace; something very few would have seen or understood. The small crowd cried, “Hosanna,” which means save us. These were the desperate ones whose expectations of Jesus are reflected in their cries and actions. They laid down palm branches and coats in an impromptu “red carpet” event; the palm branches signifying Jewish nationalism, and the cloaks signifying their hopes in Jesus’s kingship. It harkened back to the victory they experienced during the Maccabean revolution some 200 years prior to this time. And these same people who hailed Jesus as king and messiah would be calling for his crucifixion less than a week later. Why? Jesus failed to meet their expectations of what they believed the Messiah should and would be. 
It begs the question, what are our expectations of Jesus? Are they based on who God has revealed himself to be in the pages of scripture through the person of Jesus, or are they based on what we hope and want Jesus to do for us? Will you surrender to him as Lord? – or will you only follow him as long as your own needs and desires are being fulfilled? 
Jesus stands at the doors of our hearts knocking continuously – it’s not just a one-time event and he leaves if we reject him. He comes back each day and waits each day for our response. Jesus wants to enter our lives not simply as a resident guest, but as our Lord and Savior. Part of this means the surrendering of our expectations to him so he can shape our hopes and dreams around his truth, love, and kingdom. Amen.
Benediction:
God be your comfort, your strength; God be your hope and support; God be your light and your way; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of life, remain with you now and forever. Amen. 
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
(Please note: The scripture and meditation correspond to the “Facebook live” stream for Palm Sunday April 5, 2020.)
