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CALL TO WORSHIP
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the day that Christ, the Lamb of God, gave himself into the hands of those who would slay him. This is the day that Christ gathered with his disciples in the Upper Room. This is the day that Christ took a towel and washed his disciples’ feet, giving us an example that we should do to others as he has done to us. This is the day that Christ our God gave us this holy feast, that we who eat this bread and drink this cup may here proclaim his holy sacrifice and be partakers of his resurrection, and at the last day may reign with him in heaven. Taste and see that the Lord is good. Happy are all who take refuge in him. 
INVOCATION

Lord Jesus, we worship you and offer now the prayers of our hearts. Help us 

to enter the spirit of the upper room, that we may be confronted by your 

presence and the depth of your love for us. Then prepare our hearts to be fed

at your holy table, that we may be bound to you in your suffering, that we

may be raised with you into a new life. Amen. 
READING 1
Luke 22

PRAYERS
READING 2
Luke 23

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Righteous God, in this penitential season we admit our reluctance to confess our sins – to you or to one another. You know all about us, without our telling you; yet we are still reluctant to reveal ourselves to you or to each other. Remind us, most patient God, that there is no real relationship without trust and honesty, no healing forgiveness without confession. Give us the courage to know we need forgiveness and a fresh start. God, you know the tumult of our lives, layer on layer of needs, list after list of demands: broken health, broken relationships; lost jobs, lost dreams; constant stress, shattered peace; depressions, fears, and angers. Enough, O God. 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

When you were dead in your sins and trapped in your sinful nature, God 


made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the 


statement of indebtedness, with its particulars, that was against us and that


stood opposed to us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.

God is the God of perfect forgetfulness. God forgives and forgets. It is over now, really over. Get on with your life, living it as God intended you to live it in the first place. God is the God of fresh starts and of second chances. Tonight yours has begun. 
HOLY COMMUNION

BENEDICTION

Go now in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: not tentatively, but boldly; not cynically, but hopefully; not sadly, but joyfully – because tonight we have met again with the One who creates, forgives, and redeems. Amen.
