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 A Blessed and Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers and to all the wonderful women in our lives!
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                            SUNDAY MAY 10, 2020
                                          Mother’s Day
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).

      You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Vickie Shoffler; *Sally Snyder, (Home); Rachael Bryson & Family; All People & health workers, etc affected by the C-virus; Colleen Bublitz; Pastor Dave Guertin; Sandy Zimmerman; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly; Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Judy Miller; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Phyliss Corsnitz; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani; Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Cathy Steppy; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; John Sweikert; Janet Helt: Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Susan Lazor    
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; June Wiest; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, please send prayer requests (or if prayer needs change) to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed on front cover.
Our Daily Bread devotionals are available. If you wish to have one, we can mail it or there are some on Time Capsule (to the left before the three front entrance church doors).
                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Physical services (activities, meetings, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba) at Valleys remain suspended as long as stay at home order is effect.  You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out. Valleys will abide with CDC, state, & government recommendations in order to keep our congregation and others safe.  We pray everyone (who can) is staying home and staying safe. We know it is a scary time for many people worrying about loved ones and also frustrating for people who can’t go to their jobs. If we focus on God, listen to His voice, pray for people to come to Jesus as their Lord and Savior; we can continue work to build His Kingdom through this time. God’s Word is reaching people all over the world and they are turning to Him! We praise God for His loving heart!
MISSION NEWS: May 12 Community Meal Menu: Choose ONE (Hamburger OR Hot dog); Baked Beans, Macaroni salad, chips. (Meals must be reserved by calling the church office.) If you wish to volunteer for the May Community Meal (takeouts only, pick up in church parking lot 5:30-6:30PM), please call the church office as we can only have 5-6 people to help keep a safe distance while we serve others. 
    Also please remember as you are cleaning out closets this spring and summer, the Free Back-to School Yard Sale will (hopefully) be held in August. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off  at the church during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032. 
Link to hymn: “A Christian Home”    (Sung a capella )  
Hymn: The Solid Rock
CCLI Song # 25417  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly lean on Jesus' name
Chorus

On Christ the solid Rock I stand
All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand
Verse 2  When darkness veils His lovely face
I rest on His unchanging grace
In ev'ry high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil 
(Chorus)

Verse 3  His oath His covenant His blood
Support me in the whelming flood
When all around my soul gives way
He then is all my hope and stay
(Chorus)

Verse 4  When He shall come with trumpet sound
O may I then in Him be found
Dressed in His righteousness alone
Faultless to stand before the throne
Links to hymn: “The Solid Rock”
(For those who have internet and wish to sing a hymn)
 (Sung with a congregation)
Links to hymn: “The Solid Rock”
      (Instrumental -piano/organ)
Hymn: A Christian Home (Finlandia)
CCLI Song # 10879    CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1

O give us homes built firm upon the Savior
Where Christ is Head and Counselor and Guide
Where ev'ry child is taught His love and favor
And gives his heart to Christ the Crucified
How sweet to know that though his footsteps waver
His faithful Lord is walking by his side
Verse 2

O give us homes with godly fathers mothers
Who always place their hope and trust in Him
Whose tender patience turmoil never bothers
Whose calm and courage trouble cannot dim
A home where each finds joy in serving others
And love still shines tho' days be dark and grim
Verse 3

O give us homes where Christ is Lord and Master
The Bible read the precious hymns still sung
Where pray'r comes first in peace or in disaster
And praise is natural speech to ev'ry tongue
Where mountains move before a faith that's vaster
And Christ sufficient is for old and young
Verse 4

O Lord our God our homes are Thine forever
We trust to Thee their problems toil and care
Their bonds of love no enemy can sever
If Thou art always Lord and Master there
Be Thou the center of our least endeavor
Be Thou our guest our hearts and homes to share
Link to hymn: “A Christian Home”    
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032
Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #7
  Week of May 10, 2020

                  1 Peter 2:2-10

Happy Mother’s Day!

5th Sunday of Easter                    “Becoming Deep”
1 Peter 2:5 “As you (keep on) coming to Christ (in worship, in prayer, and in praise), you are (continually) being built up into the spiritual temple, a place in which God more and more fully dwells.”
Happy Mother’s Day! I know this particular day is hard on so many levels. Many of us can’t really gather to honor our mothers in the way we’d like. Some have painful memories of mothers who didn’t love well. Some have longed to be mothers but, for various reasons, have been unable to have children of their own. My heart and prayers go out to each of you. God has given us the gift of many women in our lives, whether they are our biological mothers or not, to nurture us and help us grow. We can and should give God thanks and praise for these women who are truly gifts to us. And to all the women reading this… Thank you!
In His Grip,

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship
Come, all of you who feel lost, alienated, alone. At one time we felt that way – we didn’t belong anywhere. We just wanted somewhere to be. Christ, the Strong Cornerstone of our house, welcomes us. Once we were no people, now we are God’s people. Once we had no place to dwell. Now we live and abide in God’s love. Thanks be to God for God’s gracious love and hospitality. AMEN.

Invocation
Gracious God , on this day of the festival of the Christian Home, the celebration of Mother’s Day, the witness to the eternal love of Christ, remind us that we are responsible for caring for each other. We are called to lift up rather than tear down; to support rather than abandon, to reach out when others have turned away. Give us hearts of love that, in all places and times, we may be a witness to the hope that is found in Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Readings:
Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5,15-16
Gospel Text: John 14:1-14

New Testament: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

Meditation:
“Becoming Deep”

What kinds of things do you crave? I mean really desire to the core of your being. Certain foods or drinks? Relationships? Financial security and independence? Free from illness and pain? I could go on, but I think you get my point. There are all kinds of things we crave with every fiber of our being.


Some of you know that one of my hobbies is aquascaping: designing and keeping planted, tropical aquariums. I’ve come to learn a lot about plants and their needs. To get what they need to survive and thrive they need some key things. They need adequate light for their particular species. They need carbon dioxide for respiration, and they need nutrients to sustain them. You might say they crave these things. They grow towards light. Their roots grow through the substrate to find nutrients. And if the environment is deficient in any of these necessities, they suffer and perhaps die. In this week’s text from Peter’s 1st letter we are encouraged to crave what is necessary for our spiritual lives to grow and flourish, and not waste away and die. 


Peter invites us to crave, or long for, pure spiritual food that leads to, and helps us grow in our salvation. When we want to move towards better physical health one of the big things we must do is make sure that what we put in our bodies is good for us. Ideally, we want food that is not processed, high in nutritional value while only providing as many calories as we need to thrive. Think about raising an infant. You want to make sure he/she has what it needs to grow and grow healthily. And at first what the child needs, even craves, is his/her mother’s milk. Likewise, we need to be filling our spiritual bodies with the pure milk of the Gospel of salvation, and not get fooled into thinking we can get what we need through what I’d call ‘spiritual fast food.’ All of this to say that if we want to grow in our spiritual lives, we need to crave the deep things of Jesus Christ. 


Peter goes on to use other imagery to encourage our growth in becoming deep people so that God can make us into the people he has called us to be. He uses imagery of construction and the temple. One of the more significant aspects of the temple imagery is that the Israelites understood the temple as being the place where God meets his people; the place where heaven and earth meet. God is building a new temple, not of brick and mortar, but of people who are called and precious to him: us. God’s new temple is not a building, but a living, breathing construct of people that can go and be among others and not expecting others to come to a physical location. God invites us into his new creation. He does not force us. We choose to participate with God by allowing him to shape and form us by helping us crave those deep things of Jesus; being in his presence, conversing with him, and learning to love and act in the ways he does. 



Peter uses more construction imagery in referring to Jesus as the cornerstone, or capstone. This stone must be perfect and true. If this stone is off in its angles, or other measurements, the whole structure becomes flawed and is in danger of collapse. Masons use the stone as a guide for laying out the rest of the walls and foundation. It must be perfect for this purpose. This is what we have in Jesus. A perfect guide to allow us to become what God is calling us to be. 


Peter’s language now shifts to one of adoption. This language is anchored in much of the Old Testament understanding of God’s choosing the people of Israel… a chosen people. Just like in adoption where the hopeful parents choose their child, God chose Israel to live with, and have them show the rest of the world how to live with this amazing, loving God in their midst. And what makes this amazing is that God’s choice is based on him, his unconditional love, and his character, not on us. This means that there’s nothing we can do or say that can make God un-choose us. However, we do have the choice as to whether to respond to God or not. 


We are also chosen to be a ‘royal priesthood.’ The royal part of that indicates that we are called to serve the King, God. We serve at his pleasure. But what does it mean to be a priest? The role of the priest in the Old Testament was one who mediated between people and God. Specifically, they came to God on behalf of the people to offer prayers, sacrifices and worship. They gave words and actions to the deep needs of God’s people. 


We are chosen to be a ‘holy nation.’ The word ‘holy’ means to be consecrated or set apart for God’s purpose and use. Anything or anyone deemed ‘holy’ is not ordinary, or secular in its purpose. And while the word ‘nation’ is used to link the people of Israel with God’s purpose and calling, Peter’s use of ‘nation’ is not about any earthly country, government, or nationality. It is about our becoming a united people, regardless of race, gender, national citizenship, ideology, or ethnicity under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 


We are called to be a people of God. Called for his purpose. And what is God’s purpose for us? To make known God’s unrelenting, pursuing love for everyone. To make known his faithfulness in keeping his promises, even if they don’t happen the way we would like. To share his love revealed in Jesus Christ, crucified, and risen from the dead in our words and actions. This all starts with our becoming deep people. Going deep in our relationship with Jesus. Going deep in our relationships with each other. Going deep as we seek to meet the needs of our community in Jesus’s name. 


One of the challenges we face is overcoming our flawed perceptions of ourselves. We can see ourselves as broken, sinful people undeserving of forgiveness and God’s love. Or we can see ourselves through Jesus’s eyes. People he has chosen to pursue and to love unconditionally. We can remind ourselves and remember what our lives were like before we met Jesus, or when we finally decided to take Jesus’s invitation seriously. We then can view our lives now as we seek to walk more closely with Jesus. Because God has chosen us for all the above-mentioned reasons, we are now part of something much bigger. We are part of God’s plan to redeem and recreate all things in the light of his love in Jesus Christ. We are, you and I, a forgiven people. 


God wants us to become spiritually deep people in Christ. The focus is not an end goal, but a process. Just as all living things grow and repair in the physical realm by seeking and getting the things they need for life; we need to do the same things in relation to the spiritual realm. We do this by going deeper in our relationship with Jesus. Author Richard Foster says this: “Superficiality is the curse of our age. The doctrine of instant satisfaction is a primary spiritual problem. The desperate need today is not for a greater number of intelligent people, or gifted people, but for deep people.” Trite spiritual sounding sayings, or glib remarks about faith in Jesus just don’t satisfy. They, and the thoughts like them, are nothing short of being spiritual junk food. We need the pure food, the rich food of Jesus and his love for us to feed our lives. 


By now you’re probably wondering how do we become deep people in Jesus? We first begin with prayer. Keep in mind that prayer is a conversation. One that goes two ways, so we need to spend time listening quietly as well as speaking. A model I often use for prayer is based on the anacronym, ACTS. The letters stand for Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication (or prayer requests). Moving between these elements, pausing between each one to listen, can deepen our prayer life and help us not get caught in the rut of only praying our ‘laundry list.’ 


We also become deep by spending time in God’s word. Not just reading for information, which is important to do, but to read with the intention of doing what God says. Scripture can also be something we pray. We can dialogue with God about what we’re reading. And we can dialogue with one another, as well. We need to allow God to form us by what scripture says and how we interact with it and each other. 


And we go deeper in Christ by serving him obediently. The biblical view of service is that it too, is an act of prayer and worship. When we serve others, especially the marginalized and hurting, Jesus tells us that we are serving him. People like Mother Theresa, who I would consider a deep person believed this to be true. Her acts of service revealed the depth of her relationship with Jesus. 


Peter tells us this in verse 5 of this text: “As you (keep on) coming to Christ (in worship, in prayer, and in praise), you are (continually) being built up into the spiritual temple, a place in which God more and more fully dwells.” The words in parentheses help unpack the meaning of the original language and gives a richer, fuller understanding of Peter’s message. I pray that they would be an encouragement to you all as you seek to go deeper with Jesus. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer
Patient and forgiving God, we come to you this day. For many there is a celebration of Mother’s Day and all that our mothers have given to us and taught us; but for some, these memories are too painful, of those who could not parent, who were afflicted. Remind us that your blessings are poured out in many ways, through many people. Give us the confident faith that reaches beyond our own lives to help others. Forgive us when we sink into our own selfishness and pettiness. For it is in those times that we turn our back on you. Bring us back to you, to the awareness of your eternal love. 
Holy One, we come together this day celebrating the role that mothers have played in our lives. We thank you for the present love and the memories of our mothers and grandmothers. Open our hearts continually to your love through others. Keep us mindful of those for whom this is a difficult day. Help us to reach out to them. Jesus reminded his disciples that they always have a place in his heart and that there is a special place for them in God’s realm.
Hymn suggestion:

“The Solid Rock” - # 404 in the Red Hymnal

        (Words and links for the hymn are in the bulletin. If you have internet and wish to sing the hymn.)

Benediction:
Go forth in peace, my friends. Bring hope to this world. Go forth in love; bring joy to this world. Go forth in the knowledge that God goes with you, loving and guiding your steps as his chosen people, a holy nation, a royal priesthood. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
