            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #??
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Family & Friends of Pearl Buffington; Elmer Feidt, (Stonebridge); Mary Cooke; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Pat Hauth; Bob Shumaker; Roxanne Fasick;  Pam Mauser;  Lori Graeff;  Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; 18-month old Baby Alaina,  (Dave and Annie’s granddaughter, Guertin family’s Friends);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                              [image: image1.emf]


MAY 16, 2021
 Ascension Sunday
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

May 16, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Ascension Sunday
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L: Jesus prayed for his disciples, giving them into God’s eternal care. 

      P:  Jesus prays for us, giving us into God’s care. 

      L:  Know that you have been blessed with the love of the Savior. 

      P:  We live in that love and seek to serve God. 

      L:  Open your hearts and spirits now to hear God’s word. 

P:  May our lives be open to God’s Spirit and reflect God’s love. AMEN. 

Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
New Testament: Acts 1:1-11              (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 47 (Responsively)       (See Insert)                                      
New Testament:  Ephesians 1:15-23  (See Insert)  
*Gospel: John Luke 24:44-53             (See Insert)
Music -           “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”  See Insert or Page 228                                                      

Sermon -                     “Ascension”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -             “Jesus Shall Reign”        See Insert or Page 231                                                                            
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you on Ascension Sunday! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat/dismiss you before/following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for May 9 was 34.
Face book views for May 9 were 54.

Face book views for May 2 were 86.
Life Line Pregnancy Baby Bottles Campaign: Baby bottles are  must be returned before or by May 23rd. See Marie Herb for more information.

2021 Graduates:    Valleys will recognize and acknowledge 2021 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) in the June newsletter. If you forgot to let us know about a Graduate, please give it to the church office by May 21 to be included.
****************************************************************
 A CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE for Robert “Pete”  Bryson will be held on Sunday May 16, 2021 at Valleys. The Service will begin at 4:00PM. (Doors will open at 3:30PM.)  
You are invited to share a tribute or remembrance of Pete on the enclosed insert to be put in a box and be shared with the family later. The box is located in the back of the sanctuary.

*****************************************************************  
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

May 16 -  
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 4:00PM - Celebration of Life Service for Robert “Pete” Bryson (Doors open at 3:30PM.)
May 19 -
7:00PM - Council Meeting

May 23 -
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

SUB/WHOOPIE PIE FUNDRAISER PICKUP is Wednesday June 3rd from 3:00PM to 7:00PM.
SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:00AM with one class for adults and one class for children for those who feel comfortable to join us. 

MISSION OFFERING donations (Jan. thru Apr.) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13 and Saturday August 14 this year. If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing.  More details in upcoming bulletins and the next newsletter.

DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you.
Links for Hymn: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Pg 228 Red hymnal):
 https://youtu.be/W5s9GeosQdU  
https://youtu.be/LKaytTJhckc   (with singing)

Link for Hymn “Jesus Shall Reign”: 
https://youtu.be/sCcX8frsWr0?t=167
                            SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - New Testament Acts 1:1-11 (NLT)
1 In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy Spirit. 3 During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God. 4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 5 John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him. 10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!”
 2nd Reading - Psalm 47:1-9 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Come, everyone! Clap your hands!
    Shout to God with joyful praise!
2 For the Lord Most High is awesome.
    He is the great King of all the earth.
3 He subdues the nations before us,
    putting our enemies beneath our feet.
4 He chose the Promised Land as our inheritance,
    the proud possession of Jacob’s descendants, whom he loves. 
5 God has ascended with a mighty shout.
    The Lord has ascended with trumpets blaring.
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises;
    sing praises to our King, sing praises!
2nd Reading - Psalm 47:1-9 (Responsive) (NLT) Continued:
7 For God is the King over all the earth.
    Praise him with a psalm.
8 God reigns above the nations, sitting on his holy throne.
9 The rulers of the world have gathered together
    with the people of the God of Abraham.
For all the kings of the earth belong to God.

3rd Reading - New Testament Ephesians 1:15-23 (NLT)
15 Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for God’s people everywhere, 16 I have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray for you constantly, 17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God. 18 I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.
19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. 21 Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world to come. 22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for the benefit of the church. 23 And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading Luke 24:44-53 (NLT)
44 Then he said, “When I was with you before, I told you that every-

thing written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 And he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day. 47 It was also written that this message would be proclaimed in the authority of his name to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: ‘There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent.’ 48 You are witnesses of all these things.49 “And now I will send the Holy 

Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven.”
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading Luke 24:44-53 (NLT) Continued:

50 Then Jesus led them to Bethany, and lifting his hands to heaven, he blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to heaven. 52 So they worshiped him and then returned to Jerusalem filled with great joy. 53 And they spent all of their time in the Temple, praising God.
Hymn: “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Page 228 in Red hymnal)                                                              Charles Wesley | John Darwall DARWALL Public Domain
          CCLI Song # 5253043  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Rejoice the Lord is King
Your Lord and King adore
Rejoice give thanks and sing
And triumph evermore
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice
Verse 2   The Lord our Savior reigns
The God of truth and love
When He had purged our stains
He took His seat above
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice
Verse 3    His kingdom cannot fail
He rules o'er earth and heav’n
The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus giv’n
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice
Verse 4     Rejoice in glorious hope
Our Lord the Judge shall come
And take His servants up
To their eternal home
Lift up your heart
Lift up your voice
Rejoice again I say rejoice   Amen 
    History of hymn “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (Pg 228)
   Charles Wesley wrote the text for "Rejoice, the Lord is King!" in 1746 for Hymns on the Great Festivals and Other Occasions, set to tunes by John Frederick Lampe. The original text has six stanzas, with the fourth and fifth stanzas omitted in most hymnals today,  almost nothing has been altered from the original 1746 text, a testament to the quality of Charles Wesley's poetry.
    The text of this hymn is also quite clear in its message: It is a call to worship the risen Christ. In fact, in its original setting, it is listed under the heading "On the Resurrection," obviously pointing towards Easter. This is a joyous text as affirmed by the refrain at the end of the first three stanzas: "Lift up your heart, lift up your voice, Rejoice; again I say, rejoice!" The call to "Lift up your heart" is also a part of the Sursum Corda that begins the Eucharistic prayer. This hymn is a call to believe in the risen Christ. When one reads the text, you can almost see Charles Wesley standing on a box on a street corner, shouting these words to the masses. The evangelistic focus of this hymn reflects the energy of the Wesley brothers as they founded the Methodist movement. Since the early Methodists were calling people toward Christ, it is possible that this text is not so much for congregants in attendance but for people who do not yet know the majesty of Christ. The text itself sums up in simple terms much of who we believe Christ was and still is: Christ is our Savior, King, and Judge.

    The melody pared with "Rejoice, the Lord is King!" in our hymnal is set to DARWALL’S 148th. The four-part harmonization by Darwall is bright and joyful. DARWALL'S 148TH was composed in 1770, but wasn't joined to the Wesley text until the last 19th century.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Valleys is doing a survey to see if there is interest in having Vacation Bible School this year in either late June or in July (a shortened one day event). Covid prevention protocols will be followed. As much of VBS as possible will be held outside to reduce risk of Covid. If you are interested in having your child participate or if you wish to volunteer to teach or help with games or crafts, please email valleysecc@verizon.net or call the church office (717-896-3118). We would really like to do Bible School again but we want your thoughts, concerns, and input because we want to do it safely for everyone!
Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign” (Pg 231 in Red hymnal)

 Isaac Watts | John C. Hatton    DUKE STREET Public Domain

CCLI Song # 1510 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Does His successive journeys run
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore
Till moons shall rise and set no more
Verse 2  To Him shall endless prayer be made
And princes throng to crown His head
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacrifice
Verse 3  People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name
Verse 4  Let every creature rise and bring
The highest honors to our King
Angels descend with songs again

And earth repeats the loud amen

History of Hymn “Jesus Shall Reign: (Pg. 231 Red hymnal)

“Jesus Shall Reign” was written by Isaac Watts (July 17, 1674- Nov. 25, 1748) and is considered by many to be the first great missionary hymn Originally titled “Christ’s Kingdom Among the Gentiles” and is part of his admirable translation of the second part of Psalm 72.  Watts, an English Christian Congregational minister, hymn writer, theologian, and theorist is credited with some 750 hymns. Watts envisioned a day when Jesus would reign throughout the world--wherever the sun shines, from shore to shore. His original verses envisioned a time when all people -- princes, savage tribes, people of all languages, even infants -- would praise Jesus’ name. Current hymnals have modernized the language. Watts would be amazed at the realization of his dream. As the sun makes its journey around the world on a Sunday morning, Christians in every time zone awake and get dressed and go to church to praise Jesus Christ.  Christ calls only a few of us to missionaries, but he calls each of us to proclaim the Gospel. He calls each of us to give time and money to support the work of the church. He calls each of us to care about each other -- and to care about people around the world.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #20    
         May 16, 2021                  
             “Ascension” 


   
      
               
    Ascension Sunday
*I am now fully vaccinated. If anyone is not ready to come back to church yet and would like to receive communion, please call the church office so I can schedule a visit. ~Pastor Dave

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Jesus prayed for his disciples, giving them into God’s eternal care. 

P: Jesus prays for us, giving us into God’s care. 

L: Know that you have been blessed with the love of the Savior. 

P: We live in that love and seek to serve God. 

L: Open your hearts and spirits now to hear God’s word. 

P: May our lives be open to God’s Spirit and reflect God’s love. AMEN. 
Invocation:

O Lord, Easter had such an impact on our lives. We walked the by-ways with Jesus, ate with him and wept at the Crucifixion. Easter morn dawned brightly in our lives at the news of the Resurrection and we sang songs of great joy. Watch over us, loving God, as we pray and work to do your will. Keep our hearts open to your loving word and ways. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

New Testament: Acts 1:1-11
Psalm: Psalm 47
New Testament: Ephesians 1:15-23
*Gospel: Luke 24:44-53
Meditation:

“Ascension” 


In the fall of 1990 I made a trip with my father that started a new chapter in my life. We were going to Chicago where I was to begin my studies at then, North Park College (now University). The months leading up to that trip were filled with excitement and preparations. As the departure date came closer my excitement was beginning to turn to wondering and anxiety like, “I wonder if I’m doing the right thing.” All the signs seemed to be pointing to God opening doors for me to go, and yet there were other things that were daunting, to say the least. 

The day finally came and we left Rhode Island with most of my earthly possessions packed into the family van. The trip was uneventful and enjoyable. When we finally arrived in Chicago I was taken aback at how HUGE the city was. I had never been to any place so big. We arrived at my dormitory and before we even started to unpack I said, “I’m not sure if I should be here.” To which my dad replied, “If God wants you here, it will all work out.” This was uncharacteristic of my father in that he was the kind of person that wanted all the details worked out. He wanted plans laid out. He wanted things to be as certain as possible, so for him to make that comment was like hearing from God. Something resonated within me and I felt ready to take on whatever would come next. 

I imagine the events surrounding Jesus’s ascension to be similar for the disciples as what I experienced in that move to Chicago. It was exciting and scary at the same time. They had their Master, risen from the dead, with them. Yet he was talking of leaving and sending the Holy Spirit to come in his place. They witnessed the greatest miracle of all time and were filled with joy, yet they felt so much uncertainty as to what would happen next. They were living in that crazy space between the now and not yet. 

As we take a deeper dive into the text from Luke’s Gospel we arrive in the middle of Luke’s post resurrection narrative. Jesus has just finished his visit with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. Now he begins to explain how everything that happened over the last few days was told through Moses and the prophets; that he would suffer death and then rise again. Now he instructs them that they now are his witnesses about what happened, not just Moses and the prophets. They were eyewitnesses to the unfolding of Israel’s history and promise. They were to go and tell people that because of all these things, forgiveness and repentance was available to any who would believe in him. That this was not just for the people of Israel, it was for every person, from every race, tribe, and nation. No one was exempt from God’s offer. I imagine the enormity of Jesus’s instructions to be a bit overwhelming to the disciples. So Jesus tells them to wait in Jerusalem until the promised Holy Spirit would come and fill them with what they needed to carry out Jesus’s mission. 

The next thing that happens is Jesus blesses them. Luke doesn’t record what Jesus did or said at that moment, but we know that a blessing is invoking God’s well-being on another. It’s asking God to uplift and benefit the other person so they might thrive. The dictionary defines blessing as to hallow or consecrate; to invoke divine care. The original word used is where we get our word, “to eulogize.” As such, it can also mean to speak well of someone, or to praise them. All this to say that Jesus was wanting the very best for his disciples, and in a way, he was blessing them simply with his presence after his resurrection and before his ascension. 

In the midst of Jesus blessing his disciples, he begins to depart and ascend which, in a way, is a blessing too. It’s a blessing in that if Jesus doesn’t ascend to heaven, then the Holy Spirit doesn’t come. While God was present to them in the person of Jesus, he remained limited by a physical body. A resurrected and transformed body, but physical none the less. With the coming of the Holy Spirit, God could be present to every believer, in any place, at any time, thus making the spread of the Good News possible in a new, dramatic way. Needless to say they did the most appropriate thing they could: they worshipped Jesus. 

So may we seek to understand scripture more fully through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. As God blesses and forgives us, may we seek to be a blessing to others as we tell them of the forgiveness and repentance that is now available as a free gift through Jesus’s death and resurrection. And may all that God does for us and through us lead us into a deeper worship of Jesus Christ; crucified and risen. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

With mouths gaping open and eyes looking heavenward, we trace the ascension of our beloved Savior Jesus Christ back to you, O Lord. We would like to stand here, looking heavenward and thinking about how much Jesus means to us, but we are called to lower our eyes and get moving to serve you in this world, Lord. We can hold the image of his ascension in our hearts, but our hands and spirits must be ready to do the work that you have set before us. You have asked us to live out our Resurrection faith in service, offering peace and justice, hope and healing to all whom we meet. It is easy for us to lift the names of those near and dear to us in prayer. We want your healing mercies for all who are ill, who mourn, who are lost and alone. We want to rejoice in prayer with those who have received special joys during this week. All these things are important to us and we know they are important to you. Help us to live the prayers we ask. Help us to be agents of healing and mercy, of peace and hope. We offer our lives and prayers to you in the name of our ascended Lord, Jesus Christ. And now we offer our prayers for our families and our friends who are in situations of need, asking God’s blessings upon them. 
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)
We raise our voices in choruses of pleading for you to be present to all your people, creating pathways of peace. Be with us, gracious Lord. Help us to witness to the world, not only by our words and our thoughts, but by our actions that your peace may be known.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. Amen.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
