Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #8
Hymn - He Lives       (CCLI Song # 17597   CCLI License # 2572107)
     Lyrics ~ Alfred H. Ackley, 1887 - 1960 
     Music ~ Alfred H. Ackley, 1887 - 1960 

Verse 1

I serve a risen Savior; He's in the world today. 

I know that He is living, whatever men may say. 

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, 

And just the time I need Him He's always near. 
Chorus

He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way. 

He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Salvation to impart! 

You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart. 
Verse 2

In all the world around me I see His loving care, 

And though my heart grows weary I never will despair. 

I know that He is leading, thro' all the stormy blast; 

The day of His appearing will come at last. 
Chorus

He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way. 

He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Salvation to impart!

You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart
Verse 3

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian! Lift up your voice and sing 

Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ, the King! 

The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find, 

None other is so loving, so good and kind. 

Chorus

He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way. 

He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Salvation to impart! 
       You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart.
Link to hymn “Because He Lives”

      [image: image1.emf]

 [image: image2]    
                            SUNDAY MAY 17, 2020
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).

      You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Ritchie Moorhead, (Holy Spirit Hosp.); *Vickie Shoffler; Rachael Bryson & Family; All People & health workers, etc affected by the C-virus; Colleen Bublitz; Pastor Dave Guertin; Sandy Zimmerman; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly; Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Judy Miller; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Phyliss Corsnitz; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani; Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Cathy Steppy; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; John Sweikert;  Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Sally Snyder    
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; June Wiest; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, please send prayer requests (or if prayer needs change) to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed on front cover.
Our Daily Bread devotionals are available. If you wish to have one, we can mail it or there are some on Time Capsule (to the left before the three front entrance church doors).
                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Physical services (activities, meetings, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba) at Valleys remain suspended as long as stay at home order is effect.  You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out. Valleys will abide with CDC, state, & government recommendations in order to keep our congregation and others safe.  We pray everyone is staying safe. We pray for everyone in our congregation, in our communities, in our state, and around the world. If we focus on God, listen to His voice, pray for people to come to Jesus as their Lord and Savior; we can continue work to build His Kingdom through this time. God’s Word is reaching people all over the world and they are turning to Him! We praise God for His loving heart!
MISSION NEWS: Please remember as you are cleaning out closets this spring and summer, the Free Back-to School Yard Sale will (hopefully) be held in August. We are accepting donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade at Valleys church. 
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032. 
PLEASE NOTE: Thank you for your cooperation and faithfulness in your contributions. Because of your generosity we have been able to meet our financial obligations. Due to the church being closed for services, financial deposits and financial reports are being done every other week instead of every week. With this different way of doing the finances during the stay at home order, there may be a delay in the deposits of checks that are given to Valleys. We ask for your understanding and patience during this time if you do not see that your check has been deposited when you receive your monthly statement. Please call the church office if you have any questions.
GRADUATES: If you are a 2020 graduate (or have one in your family), please email or call the church office by May 19, We realize a lot of graduates will not have the usual graduation ceremony this year due to the virus and we would like to offer our congratulations in our June newsletter.
Hymn:   “Jesus, Lover Of My Soul”

CCLI Song # 2648280   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Jesus Lover of my soul
Let me to Thy bosom fly
While the nearer waters roll
While the tempest still is high
Hide me O my Saviour hide
Till the storm of life is past
Safe into the haven guide
Oh receive my soul at last
Verse 2 Other refuge have I none
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee
Leave ah leave me not alone
Still support and comfort me
All my trust on Thee is stayed
All my help from Thee I bring
Cover my defenceless head
With the shadow of Thy wing
Verse 3 Thou O Christ art all I want
More than all in Thee I find
Raise the fallen cheer the faint
Heal the sick and lead the blind
Just and holy is Thy name
I am all unrighteousness
False and full of sin I am
Thou art full of truth and grace
Verse 4 Plenteous grace with Thee is found
Grace to cover all my sin
Let the healing streams abound
Make and keep me pure within
Thou of life the Fountain art
Freely let me take of Thee
Spring Thou up within my heart
Rise to all eternity
Links to hymn:  “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” (Charles Wesley)
(For those who have internet and wish to sing a hymn)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEWTMyiWmiQ   

 (This is the tune that is in our hymn book Page 466)

These links may be a more familiar tune to 
1. “Jesus Lover of My Soul”.

2. “Jesus Lover of My Soul”.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032
Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #8
          Week of May 17, 2020

              John 14:15-21



      6th Sunday of Easter                    
  “A Hope Like No Other”


2 Corinthians 4:8-10; 16-18   8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;  9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;  10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies… 16 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day.  17 For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure,  18 because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
These days seem to be growing in anxiety and stress. We hear so many conflicting messages. Health experts urge caution in reopening the economy to prevent an even worse outbreak of COVID-19 then what we’ve seen so far. Business leaders and government officials are pushing to reopen to prevent a massive economic collapse, while others are listening to health officials. And all these positions are understandable and legitimate in their own rights. Yet we are called to be people of hope. People who bring the light and life of Jesus into the lives of others. Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. Let his spirit fill our hearts and minds. Only he can offer a hope like no other. 

In His Grip,

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship
The Lord has been our refuge and our keeper. It is God who has kept us from falling and saved our lives. Let our thanks and praise resound throughout all our lives as we worship.
Let our love and gratitude be shown in all that we do. Open your hearts and spirits to God this day. Lord, be with us and place your hand of healing in our lives. AMEN. 
Invocation

Lord of wondrous light and power, we come to you this day to learn of your will for our lives. Heal our wounds; lift our spirits; give us hope, courage and confidence to boldly serve you in all that we do. AMEN.
Readings:
Psalm: Psalm 66:8-20
New Testament: 1 Peter 3:13-22 

Gospel Text: John 14:15-21

Meditation: 

“A Hope Like No Other”

Hope is a commodity that seems to be in short supply these days, like toilet paper and hand sanitizer! We have an abundance of worry, anxiety, and stress. We worry about our getting sick, or loved ones getting sick. We worry about when the economy will re-open and will it be relatively safe to do so. We worry about when we can gather with other people be it for family gatherings, social events, or church. And all this is understandable. With all the worry I’m wondering in what are you finding hope? What sustains you when things feel dark and overwhelming? 


Sometimes  it feels like life is running on a type of autopilot. It feels like we’re no longer in any semblance of control. We get into routines that provide us with a desired, predictable outcome. And when those routines are broken, we stress and can lose hope because our desired outcome is no longer assured. It reminds me of a story about a  greyhound race. The dogs are trained to chase a mechanical rabbit that ‘runs’ just out of reach teasing them to run faster to catch it. At one race, the dogs were running their hearts out to catch their prize when, after a sudden screech and billowing smoke, the rabbit ground to a halt long before the finish line. The confused greyhounds just stopped. They pulled up short confused and didn’t know what to do because their predictable routine and outcome stopped. 


In the reading from John’s Gospel we see Jesus, aware that things were about to come to a life-altering change for his disciples, wanting to offer them hope. He wanted to reassure them that the things that were about to happen were all part of God’s plan. He wanted them to embrace the hope that they were not left alone or forgotten. 


Jesus also gives them an insight into the nature of the divine relationship between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He wanted them to have hope in the promise that they were now being included in that divine community through his upcoming death and resurrection because of God’s love. 


The text starts with Jesus saying that ‘if you love me, you’ll obey my commands.’ I don’t know about you, but that statement feels rather jarring. What’s important to see is that love precedes obedience. Jesus’s love is not conditional or coerced, rather he makes it possible for us to obey because we love him first and remembering that he first loves us. Another way to interpret this text could go, “because you love me, you’ll keep and follow my instructions.” Our obedience doesn’t ‘prove’ our love for Jesus, nor does Jesus’s love coerce our obedience. God’s love for us, expressed and revealed in Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection, comes first. We can’t earn his love; we are simply invited to receive it in trust and faith. 


Jesus goes on to explain a bit of the life in the Spirit. He says we know him because he is in us. With the Holy Spirit residing in us, we have a firsthand experiential knowledge of him. It’s not simply knowledge about, but a relationship with. In other words, it takes a loving faith in Jesus to experience life in the Spirit. 


Jesus’s explanation of the Holy Spirit leads to his offering hope to his disciples, and by extension us, that we are never alone. Just because we can’t see him doesn’t mean he isn’t with us. And more than that, Jesus promises to return one day. We are invited to trust in his promise rather than our circumstances. We are invited to hope when all around could lead us to despair. This is the gift of God’s Spirit and the hope of his faithfulness. 


He goes on to explain the nature of their new relationship of inclusion into the life and community of God. Through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we are all united in communion with one another and with God. Just as the Father is in Jesus, and Jesus is one with the Father, we too are now one with them through the Holy Spirit. This is something that is hard, if not impossible, to understand apart from an understanding that comes from a lived relationship with Jesus. 


In verse 21 Jesus restates the theme of verse 15 in a different way. Basically, he’s saying that when we obey or follow out of our love for him, then his love for us becomes a revealed reality. Jesus is showing that his love is not based on a system of rules and regulations, but rather his love is to be the guiding force in how we follow him faithfully. In other words, it’s not about being religious, but being in a relationship with him that reveals his love to us, and through us, to the world in which we live. 


I know this all sounds rather esoteric (mysterious). Perhaps it helps to think of our being in Christ in this way: that our sharing in the hope of his promises begins and ends in his love for us, and our love for him. And because of that relationship based and built on love, following Jesus in obedience is not a chore or obligation, but a joy. 


When anxiety, stress and worry seem ready to rob us of hope, we can be reminded that we are not abandoned as orphans. We are not abandoned to our current problems in our world. We are not alone. Jesus is with us now and forever. And one day, we will join him in his new creation. This is our hope in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer
Lord of love, you have asked us to keep your commandments. In your life you demonstrated the power of love to effect healing, redemption, and hope in the lives of all your people. Yet we are so unsure of the gifts that you have given us for ministry that we wonder if we can really do what you want us to do. We are a strange mixture, Lord. We are arrogant in our demands of your mercy and timid in our awareness of the blessings and gifts you have given to us. That’s why we’re here today. We really want to sense your presence and receive courage truly to be your people in this world that you have loaned to us. Remind us when we bring names and circumstances before your throne of Grace that we also bring our own needs and concerns. Lay your healing hand upon our hearts and spirits. We place our lives and our trust in you, O Lord. AMEN.

Hymn suggestion:

“Jesus, Lover of My Soul” - # 466 in the Red Hymnal

        (Words and links for the hymn are in the bulletin, if you have internet and wish to sing the hymn.)

Benediction:
Being washed in the love of Christ, now go into this world with the healing love of God to be given generously in peace and hope. God’s peace will always be with those who live in God’s love. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
