    Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #??
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Larry Snyder, (Arletta Thomas’ son); *Carolyn Rickmer, Norine Goss’ sister-in-law); *Elmer Feidt, (Stonebridge Rehab); Sandy Zimmerman; Mary Cooke; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Barbara Lauver; Paul Enders; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Joslyn Thomas; Kelly Shutt; Gary Miller; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Todd Miller; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Pearl Buffington; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Caren Straub; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Dohn Fetterhoff; Pat Hauth; Bob Shumaker; Roxanne Fasick; Pam, Josh Mauser;  Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Dee Portez; Pat Hauth; Dennis Hepler; Katy Campbell; Brian Shoop; Lori Graeff
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
[image: image1.emf]

                                
      SUNDAY MAY 2, 2021
                    Fifth Sunday of Easter
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
May 2, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fifth Sunday of Easter
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted
Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
    Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         

L:  We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ.

            P:  We come because we seek to abide in Christ.
         
L:  The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit.

      
P:  We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive.
      L:  If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us.
            P:  We come because we strive to be faithful disciples.

L:  Come, let us worship now.
            P:  To the glory of the One God: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.
Invocation     

           
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
New Testament: 8:26-40          (See Insert)

Psalm: Psalm 22:25-31 (Responsive)  (See Insert)
New Testament: 1 John 4:7-21 (See Insert) 
*Gospel: John 15:1-8                (See Insert) 
Music -            “Fairest Lord Jesus”         See Insert or Page 88
Sermon  -                 “Pruning Season”  
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (in preparation for Holy Communion)

Words of Assurance  
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION 

   Music -       “Take My Life and Let It Be”  See insert or Pg 379
      Benediction



Post-Service Music 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat/dismiss you before/following the service.
Worship Service: We welcome you on Fifth Sunday of Easter! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

****************************************************************
 A CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE for Robert “Pete”  Bryson will be held on Sunday May 16, 2021 at Valleys. The Service will begin at 4:00PM. (Doors will open at 3:30PM.)

****************************************************************
                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
May    2 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                  10:15AM - In-Person Worship   Service or Online - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
May    3 -  Elders Meeting

May    4 -  Deacons Meeting
      May   9  -  Mother’s Day
                         9:00AM - Sunday School
                   10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

May  11 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup

May  16 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

                 4:00PM - Celebration of Life Service for Robert “Pete” Bryson (Doors open at 3:30PM.)



FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday May 11th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Hamburg BBQ, Baked Beans, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday May 7th to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.                    
Life Line Pregnancy Baby Bottles Campaign: Baby bottles are available at Valleys if you wish to participate, please see signup sheet or call church office. Bring bottles back before or by May 23rd. See Marie Herb for more information.

2021 Graduates:    Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2021 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing and acknowledging them in the June newsletter. Please give name of graduate and their parents names, School or college they graduate from (and college degree),   Activities & Special Honors received in school or college.  Please give information to the church office by Sunday May 9th.       
                 SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading - New Testament Reading: Acts 8:26-40 (NLT)
26 As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 29 The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.” 30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him. 32 The passage of Scripture he had been reading was this:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter. And as a lamb is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 33 He was humiliated and received no justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone else?” 35 So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good News about Jesus. 36 As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I baptized?” 38 He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Meanwhile, Philip found himself farther north at the town of Azotus. He preached the Good News there and in every town along the way until he came to Caesarea.
2nd Reading -Psalm 22:25-31 (Responsive Reading) (NLT)
25 I will praise you in the great assembly.
    I will fulfill my vows in the presence of those who worship you.
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied.
    All who seek the Lord will praise him.
    Their hearts will rejoice with everlasting joy.
27 The whole earth will acknowledge the Lord and return to him.
    All the families of the nations will bow down before him.
2nd Reading -Psalm 22:25-31 (Responsive Reading) (NLT) (Cont.)
28 For royal power belongs to the Lord.
    He rules all the nations.
29 Let the rich of the earth feast and worship.
    Bow before him, all who are mortal,
    all whose lives will end as dust.
30 Our children will also serve him.
    Future generations will hear about the wonders of the Lord.
31 His righteous acts will be told to those not yet born.
    They will hear about everything he has done.
3rd Reading  -New Testament Reading 1 John 4:7-21 (NLT)
7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God  8 But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. 10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. 12 No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us. 13 And God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us. 14 Furthermore, we have seen with our own eyes and now testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 All who declare that Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, and they live in God. 16 We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love.
God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 17 And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world. 18 Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love. 19 We love each other because he loved us first. 20 If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? 21 And he has given us this command: Those who love God must also love their fellow believers.
*Sermon Text - Gospel Reading; John 15:1-8

15 “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 3 You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing 6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.
Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus”   (Page 88 in Red Hymnal)                                             
Joseph August Seiss | Richard Storrs Willis  (CRUSADERS’ HYMN)

CCLI Song # 6467137  CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
Verse 1   Fairest Lord Jesus Ruler of all nature
O Thou of God and man the Son
Thee will I cherish Thee will I honor
Thou my soul's glory joy and crown
Verse 2   Fair are the meadows fairer still the woodlands
Robed in the blooming garb of spring
Jesus is fairer Jesus is purer
Who makes the woeful heart to sing
Verse 3    Fair is the sunshine fairer still the moonlight
And all the twinkling starry host
Jesus shines brighter Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels heav'n can boast
Verse 4    Beautiful Savior Lord of all the nations
Son of God and Son of Man
Glory and honor praise adoration
Now and forevermore be Thine  Amen
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Apr. 25 was 33.
Face book views for Apr. 25 was 41.

Face book views for Apr. 18 was 113.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

FUNDRAISER: Valleys is having an 8 inch Sub and Whoopie Pie Fundraiser. All orders need to be in by Thursday May 13th. Order Pickup is June 3rd. Subs $6 each: Ham/American Cheese; Turkey/American Cheese; Roast Beef/American Cheese; Italian/Provolone Cheese. Whoopie Pie $2 each: Choc/crème; Choc/PB; Choc/Mint; Lemon/Lemon crème; Banana Crème; Red Velvet/Crème; Pumpkin/Crème; Choc Chip/Crème; LI’l Debbie/Creme
History of hymn “Fairest Lord Jesus” (Page 88):

Little is known of the origin of this cherished hymn. Associated with it are several popular legends which cannot always be substantiated by research. One of the best-known accounts is that it was called the Crusaders Hymn. 

Some think that it was sung by the twelfth century German Crusaders, especially by their children, as they made their long and wearisome trek to the Holy Land. 

But William Jensen Reynolds dismisses as “completely erroneous” any association of this hymn with the Crusades. The words may have originated in the Jesuit Order, which came into being after the Crusades. The tune emerges in Franz Liszt’s oratorio Legend of Saint Elizabeth--wherein the tune forms part of the “Crusader’s March”-- but no evidence of the tune exists prior to 1842, when the hymn appeared in Schlesische Volkslieder.  

The English adaptation of this hymn was by Richard Storrs Willis, born in Boston, Massachusetts. 

It is interesting to note that in this collection a notation about the origin of the hymn is made, stating that it was sung by the German knights on the way to Jerusalem.

Links for Hymn “Fairest Lord Jesus”: Page 88

https://youtu.be/l7sQ0d3y6fo?t=5 

https://youtu.be/DY7HjUxGS6U?t=2 

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” (Page 379) 
Frances Ridley Havergal | Henri Abraham Cesar Malan  HENDON
CCLI Song # 1390  CCLI License # 2572107  Public Domain
Verse 1  Take my life and let it be
Consecrated Lord to Thee
Take my moments and my days
Let them flow in ceaseless praise
Let them flow in ceaseless praise

Verse 2  Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee
Swift and beautiful for Thee
Verse 3  Take my voice and let me sing
Always only for my King
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee
Filled with messages from Thee
Verse 4   Take my silver and my gold
Not a mite would I withhold
Take my intellect and use
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose
Verse 5    Take my will and make it Thine
It shall be no longer mine
Take my heart it is Thine own
It shall be Thy royal throne
It shall be Thy royal throne
Verse 6     Take my love my Lord I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store
Take myself and I will be
Ever only all for Thee
Ever only all for Thee

Links to hymn:  “Take My Life and Let It Be” Page 379
https://youtu.be/2RaV28NJPVA?t=2
https://youtu.be/_GT1u7K3PJg 
     History of hymn “Take My Life and Let It Be” (Page 379): 
The hymn “Take my life and let it be” is a popular hymn use in consecration service among Christians all over the world. The hymn was written by Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879), an unusually gifted poetess, Christian, and devotional musician that also passionate about the hymn. “Take my life and let it be” is considered the most popular and the best of her hymns. In the text of the hymn, she committed all things that belong to her and life to God for His purpose. This is a call to all of us to consecrate all things in our lives to God. In fact, in this hymn, Frances provided us with one of the classic hymns of Christian commitment known as the “consecration poet”. And the hymn is also called consecration hymn by Miss Havergal. Miss Frances is known for writing religious tracts, hymn text, and melody, and works for children. Her Father, William Havergal, was a clergyman in an Anglican church, a church musician, a noted poet and hymn writer who has authored about 100 hymns. She was able to read at the age of three and at four she can read and memorize the bible. She started reading and memorizing the Psalms, Book of Isaiah, minor books of the prophets, and the New Testament when she was four. At age 7 she started writing verses with significant fluency. She became a renowned hymn-writer when she was in her mid-thirty, very skilled musically, known as a good singer and a brilliant pianist. Eventually, seventy-one (71) hymn lyrics were tagged to her credit. Frances wrote some of the tunes to her hymns while her father wrote the tune for the rest.
Ridley (this is her middle name she loved so much) was a devoted Christian all her life and her greatest study was the Scripture. She read the Scripture in the morning and night as her daily business. This she did in order to reflect on day-to-day functional means she could be transformed by it “into the image-of-Christ”. Nevertheless, at age of 36, she encountered what can be called a conversion experience. This was through a book titled “All for Jesus” that she read and let her be conscious of the imperfection of her own devotion. As a result, she dedicated her life again to Christ.

Soon thereafter, she has five days’ stay with a group of ten people. The group comprised converted Christians that are not devoted and those that were not Christians. She witnessed and prayed for them with the prayer point: “Lord, give me all in this house”, that Holy spirit gave to her. This she did with all her heart and before she left their house, God has answered her prayer. Every member of the group had got a divine blessing from above. Thus, all of them have turned their ways to the Lord and became new in Christ. On the last day of her visit, day five, Frances was so excited to lay her head down to rest that she did not sleep. She used most of her time that night to praise the Lord and rebirth of her own consecration. During the night, Frances Havergal was inspired and wrote the text of the hymn “Take My Life and Let It Be”.
Poor health did not allow Miss Havergal to live long. At age 42, she died of life-threatening illnesses called peritonitis in Wales. She was buried near her sister and father at the western corner of St Peter’s parish churchyard in Astley. As we can see, her entire life was symbolized by spiritual righteousness. She also lived an active and effective life until death took her away. She found comfort in encouraging others to depend and put their trust in Jesus. In fact, her hymn is a declaration of her heart’s desire to draw closer to God and serve Him more passionately. In her own words, the hymn is a “consecration hymn” in which the singer commits all of her possessions and being to the Lord for his purposes. It expresses what each of us ought to feel and long for, even if at times we see so much disparity between the words and our actual state that we have to sing most of it in hope and faith.
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13 and Saturday August 14 this year. If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing.  More details in upcoming bulletins and the next newsletter.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #18    
  May 2, 2021                  


  “Pruning Season” 


   
      
                 5th Sunday of Easter

*I am now fully vaccinated. If anyone is not ready to come back to church yet and would like to receive communion, please call the church office so I can schedule a visit. ~Pastor Dave

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:
L: We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ.

P: We come because we seek to abide in Christ.
L: The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit.

P: We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive.
L: If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us.

P: We come because we strive to be faithful disciples.
L: Come, let us worship now.

P: To the glory of the One God: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.

Invocation:

Risen Lord, as the earth awakens around us to the touch of your spirit, so that rain and sun have brought color back after a gray winter, so you have touched our lives by your resurrection and redeemed us from the flat, predictable life that offers little hope. We now remember that every day is resurrection day and offer our praise that you renew us again and again. By word and table we know we will be fed again. Come, Lord Jesus, our hearts are ready. Amen. 

Readings: *indicates sermon text

New Testament: Acts 8:26-40
Psalm: Psalm 22:25-31
New Testament: 1 John 4:7-21
*Gospel: John 15:1-8
Meditation:

“Pruning Season”


I haven’t had much experience with tending and pruning grape vines, but I have had some with pruning fruit trees. Growing up we had an apple tree in our back yard. It produced the most wonderful Macintosh apples, which often went into homemade apple pies. One of the things I learned was that to get a good crop of apples the trees had to be pruned each year. ‘Sucker’ branches would often appear and if left alone, they would use all the nutrients for their own growth, and never produce any apples. And the apples that were produced on the rest of the tree were usually much smaller and more bitter. Those sucker branches had to go for the health of the tree and its fruit. 


The same is true of grape vines. Each year they are pruned way back. So far that it could look like the vines would have no chance of survival. But this pruning is necessary in order for the vines to produce good, usable grapes. Untended vines can grow voraciously and produce lots of grapes, but the grapes are generally much smaller and very bitter. Jesus uses this image of grape vines, a vinedresser, and the grapes to help us understand the nature of our relationship with him.


If we look back into the Old Testament (OT), we can see God compared to a vinedresser and Israel the vine (Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 2:21), but the image is not a good one for Israel. Those texts speak of God’s judgement against Israel and Judah for their unfaithfulness towards God. And as Jesus often does, he takes a familiar image from the OT and redeems it to a more hopeful image.


“I am the true vine…” Jesus says. He is now the vine, taking over the role that Israel failed to do in the world; namely to point the way to God. And God is still the vinedresser tending and pruning where needed. With Jesus as the main vine, any and all who are ‘grafted’ into the vine are now capable of producing fruit. Jesus’s words offer both warning and hope. The warning being that if a branch or branches produce no fruit then they will be pruned away to allow the rest of the plant to be healthy and fruitful. The hope being that if the branch remains connected to the vine, it will produce fruit and be healthy. One of the goals of pruning is to produce quality fruit over quantity. 


So much of this image of remaining, abiding, pruning, and preparing is all about our interior life with and in Christ. Jesus tells us that if we want a life that is full of purpose which reflects God’s Kingdom, then we need to spend time with Jesus. Time spent in prayer, in reading scripture, in gathering and encouraging one another is never wasted time. It is time that God uses to cause us to grow into Christ’s likeness. Take note of the way Jesus implies that remaining and abiding in him is a choice. It’s a decision on our part to remain connected to him. The flip side is that not remaining in him ultimately means death. Not physical death, per se, but spiritual death. That is being forever separated from God. So if your life is not producing the fruit that God desires, you could ask yourself if you’re truly attached to the vine: Christ. 


Remaining in Christ, having a meaningful relationship with him allows Jesus to shape and inform our prayer life. We begin to want the things Jesus wants. We begin to care about what and who Jesus cares about. And as our desires come more in line with God’s desires, the things we ask in Jesus’s name become possible because we’re not asking out of selfish desire. We’re praying for what Jesus desires which is to glorify his Father. 


God’s glory, in part, are when we are fruitful disciples of Jesus. The kind of fruit that God is looking for is found listed in Galatians 5:22-23: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. You might say that these are the products of our lives being rooted in Christ. Then these fruits get lived out in our day to day lives and interactions with others. They become especially evident when we take on the ministry that Jesus took on himself, which is, "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour." (Luke 4:18-19). 


We might be prone to discouragement when we see our lives not matching up with these ideals. We might wonder at why we’re not seeing more of God’s fruit in our lives, or why we’re not having the kind of kingdom impact that we hoped for. We need to remember that part of vine dressing and cultivating productive vines takes years. It is a process in which we can trust that God, the vine dresser, knows what he’s doing. We also don’t want to be in a rush to avoid the pruning process, no matter how painful we think it might be. What God does in this process is for our own good and health. 


We should also remember that discipleship is not just a matter of acknowledging who Jesus is; it is having Jesus deeply connected to our inner, spiritual lives and allowing that connection inform how we live. It’s not too late to connect with Jesus, the vine. That’s the hope of Jesus’s teaching. This is an opportunity to let God work his new life in you through Jesus. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

We come to God, not to justify ourselves but to repent and trust the saving grace of Christ Jesus. Look upon us, loving Savior, sift our thoughts and assess our feelings. Deal firmly with those things that have inhibited our love and diverted our energies.

Loving God, whatever you see as self-righteous, censure, as twisted, straighten, as heartless, soften, as fruitless, prune, as infected, cleanse. Flood your relentless Spirit through our whole being, sweeping away guilt and its lethargy, and by the saving grace of Christ Jesus, heal the hidden springs of our personality.

Thank you, Holy Friend, for answering our prayers before we get around to asking them, and for doing much more than we ask or think. Through your Son and our Savior, in whose name we pray the prayer he taught us:
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Jesus said, “I am the vine and you are the branches. By this my Father is glorified: that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.” Go in peace, and may the glory of your life be the fruits of the Spirit. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
