             Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #21
                           *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Barbara Lauver & Family & Friends; Elmer Feidt, (Stonebridge); Mary Cooke; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Pat Hauth; Bob Shumaker; Roxanne Fasick;  Pam Mauser;  Lori Graeff;  Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; 18-month old Baby Alaina,  (Dave and Annie’s granddaughter, Guertin family’s Friends);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                              [image: image1.emf]


MAY 23, 2021
Pentecost Sunday
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

May 23, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Pentecost Sunday
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  Rushing Wind of the Spirit, breathe new life into us!

P:  Blazing Flame of the Spirit, burn away our fears!
L:  Comforting Presence of the Spirit, heal our wounds

P:  Let us be prepared to worship and praise you, O Holy Spirit.
L:  Spirit of God, come upon us this day and fill us with your love.
P: Make us people who will proclaim God’s good news in all that we do. AMEN.
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
New Testament: Romans 8:22-27                       (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  (Responsively)  (See Insert)                                      
Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15                        (See Insert)
*New Testament:  Acts 2:1-21                          (See Insert)  
Music -                    “O Breath of Life”  See Insert or Page 291                                                      

Sermon -                     “Breath of God”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Special Music -            “Holy Spirit”        Pastor Dave and Laurel   
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you on Pentecost Sunday! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Bonita Heddings in loving memory of her husband Mark Heddings.

Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat/dismiss you before/following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Barbara Lauver and family and friends as her husband Tom went to be with the Lord on May 14th. We pray God’s comfort and loving presence will be with them at this time.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Valleys is doing a survey to see if there is interest in having Vacation Bible School this year in either late June or in July (possibly a shorter one day event). Covid prevention protocols will be followed. As much of VBS as possible will be held outside to reduce risk of Covid. If you are interested in having your child participate or if you wish to volunteer to teach or help with games or crafts, please email valleysecc@verizon.net or call the church office (717-896-3118). We would really like to do Bible School again but we want your thoughts, concerns, and input because we want to do it safely for everyone!
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

May 23 -
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

May 30 -
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

May 31 -  Memorial Day - Valleys church offices will be closed.

June   1 -  7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

June   3 -  3:00-7:00PM - Valleys Sub/Whoopie pie Fundraiser pickup
June   6 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship   Service or Online - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)
Life Line Pregnancy Baby Bottles Campaign: All Baby bottles need to be returned TODAY May 23rd. 

SUB/WHOOPIE PIE FUNDRAISER PICKUP: If you ordered subs/whoopee pies, you can pick them up at Valleys on Thursday June 3rd beginning at 12:00Noon or call the church office to schedule a convenient time.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday June 8th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Italian bread, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday May 3rd to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.        
HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13th and Saturday August 14th this year. If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing.  Drop off clothes at Valleys, Halifax High, Middle & Elementary School offices.
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
                           SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - New Testament Romans 8:22-27 (NLT)
22 For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us. 24 We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to hope for it. 25 But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently.) 26 And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own will.
 2nd Reading - Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (Responsive) (NLT)
24 O Lord, what a variety of things you have made!
    In wisdom you have made them all.
    The earth is full of your creatures.
25 Here is the ocean, vast and wide,
    teeming with life of every kind,
    both large and small.
26 See the ships sailing along,
    and Leviathan, which you made to play in the sea.
27 They all depend on you
    to give them food as they need it.
28 When you supply it, they gather it.
    You open your hand to feed them,
    and they are richly satisfied.
29 But if you turn away from them, they panic.
    When you take away their breath,
    they die and turn again to dust.
30 When you give them your breath, life is created,
    and you renew the face of the earth.
2nd Reading - Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)
31 May the glory of the Lord continue forever!
    The Lord takes pleasure in all he has made!
32 The earth trembles at his glance;
    the mountains smoke at his touch.
33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live.
    I will praise my God to my last breath!
34 May all my thoughts be pleasing to him,
    for I rejoice in the Lord.

35b Let all that I am praise the Lord.
    Praise the Lord!
3rd Reading - Gospel Reading John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 (NLT)
26 “But I will send you the Advocate—the Spirit of truth. He will come to you from the Father and will testify all about me. 27 And you must also testify about me because you have been with me from the beginning of my ministry.
4 I didn’t tell you earlier because I was going to be with you for a while longer. 5 “But now I am going away to the one who sent me, and not one of you is asking where I am going. 6 Instead, you grieve because of what I’ve told you. 7 But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 9 The world’s sin is that it refuses to believe in me. 10 Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, and you will see me no more.

11 Judgment will come because the ruler of this world has already been judged.12 “There is so much more I want to tell you, but you can’t bear it now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell you whatever he receives from me.’
*Sermon Text - New Testament Acts 2:1-21 (NLT)
2 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. 7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!” 12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. 13 But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!” 14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike—and they will prophesy. 19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below—blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 20 The sun will become dark, and the moon will turn blood red before that great and glorious day of the Lord arrives. 21 But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
    History of hymn “O Breath of Life” (Page 291):
Elizabeth Ann Porter Head (Jan. 1, 1850-June 28, 1936) known as “Bessie” Head was an English hymn writer and a member of the Anglican Church. Her husband, Albert Alfred Head, an insurance broker, was chairman of the Keswick Convention (a holiness group) for a number of years. Mrs. Head’s hymn, written around 1914, first appeared in a hymnal in 1920. This hymn is a penetrating, powerful prayer that God would equip and use His church in the world of today, by His Spirit. It’s a prayer for revival and renewal, a prayer for cleansing and equipping, in light of the words of the Lord Jesus: “Do you not say, ‘There are still four months, then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” (John. 4:35). “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38). But instead of the missionary zeal of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, we see, by and large, a weakened and compromised church. There is doctrinal compromise, a setting aside of the fundamentals of the faith with the plea, “Let’s just get together and love one another.” Forgotten by many is the exhortation that we are to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3). There is also moral compromise in the church. Things are permitted and even endorsed by Christians that violate the holy separation God expects (2 Corinthians 6:17). Indeed, too often, the world has made more of an impact on the church than the church has on the world. Paul faced that in the Corinthian church (1 Corinthians 5:1-8), and it is still around.  “The time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17).  The church in North America is relatively free of concerted and organized persecution- at least in comparison to many other parts of the world. But the Bible teaches that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). And the Lord may permit it, in the days ahead, as part of His loving chastening. “You have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: ‘My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.’ …Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it” (Hebrews 12:5-6, 11).   Scriptures in Italics are from New King James Version (NKJV)

Hymn: “O Breath of Life” (Det AR ETT FAST ORD)

           Page 291 Red Hymnal)   Public Domain
Elizabeth Ann Porter Head | Joel Blomquist

CCLI Song # 919080 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   O breath of life come sweeping through us
Revive Thy church with life and power
O breath of life come cleanse renew us
And fit Your church to meet this hour
Verse 2   O wind of God come bend us break us
Till humbly we confess our need
Then in Thy tenderness remake us
Revive restore for this we plead
Verse 3   O breath of love come breathe within us
Renewing thought and will and heart
Come love of Christ afresh to win us
Revive Thy church in every part
Verse 4   O heart of Christ once broken for us
Tis there we find our strength and rest
Our broken contrite hearts now solace
And let your waiting church be blest
Verse 5   Revive us Lord is zeal abating
While harvest fields are vast and white
Revive us Lord the world is waiting
And earth repeats the loud amen
Link for “O Breath of Life (Det ArEtt Fast Ord)”  (Pg 291) 
https://youtu.be/_b4YElxLXeE?t=2 
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you.

Link for “Holy Spirit” (sung by Kim Walker)
https://youtu.be/Fs20KDfQiWo?t=2 

Attendance: 
In-person worship for May 16 was 29.
Face book views for May 16 were 32.

Face book views for May 9 were 66.
Special Music: “Holy Spirit”   Sung by Pastor Dave  & Laurel Guertin                                                      Bryan Torwalt | Katie Torwalt

CCLI Song # 6087919 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1

There's nothing worth more that will ever come close
No thing can compare You're our living hope
Your Presence (Lord)

Verse 2

I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone
In Your Presence Lord
Chorus

Holy Spirit You are welcome here
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory God is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord
Bridge

Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness (Lord)  Chorus
History of song “Holy Spirit” by Bryan & Katie Torwalt 
    Scripture: references: 2 Corinthians 3:17; Psalm 96:8-13; Psalm 69:19; Judges 19:20; Romans 12:21; Psalm 79:9; Psalm 145:11
      “Worship is such an amazing, powerful and beautiful thing. In the Psalms, it talks about God being enthroned upon the praises of His people. We love this picture, one of God establishing His Kingdom in a place of worship and praise. This is where the song “Holy Spirit” really started for us, it was a prayer, like Jesus taught us to pray in Matthew 6: “Let Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.” The song “Holy Spirit” is about us, turning our hearts, affection and awareness toward God’s presence.”
     “Seven years ago as young worship pastors in a small church in central California, we began writing worship songs for our local congregation. We wanted fresh language for ourselves in worship, and we wanted anthems we could sing out together as a community. Our hearts were simply to lift up the name of Jesus, and to make room for God to have His way in our times of worship.”
       “As we wrote songs, we hoped that somehow some of our songs, like “Holy Spirit,” would make their way into other churches, but we have been blown away with how God has used this particular song. To hear testimonies of people encountering God and getting healed and set free in times of worship have been incredible. The fact that a song about the Holy Spirit, called “Holy Spirit,” ended up winning a Grammy is so crazy and unbelievable.”
The Torwalts moved to Sacramento, CA, to be a part of a Jesus Culture church plant and have been overwhelmed by the incredible goodness and kindness of God. As they’ve grown and lived life, new songs have come out of those seasons.          

       The Torwalts are more aware than ever that even though there is darkness in the world, hope is alive and God is moving in churches and cities everywhere. Recently they lead worship in the city of Orlando only two weeks after the horrible tragedies that happened there. People came and packed out the night of worship. It was honestly one of the most inspiring nights of leading worship they’ve ever been a part of. The Presence of God was so tangible, and the courage that people had to come and worship with everything they had they will never forget.
        Our God is victorious, and He’s the one that fights our battles for us. These songs come from their experiences with God and their community over the last few years. The Torwalts wanted to write declarations of hope and the incredible goodness of God, to tell the stories of our God who has overcome death through the resurrection of Christ and how He’s made a way for us where there was no way.

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
RENEW CHILD ABUSE CLEARANCES: If you had done an application for a clearance, please see Donna for an application to renew Child Abuse Clearances in order to volunteer to work with children for Sunday School, VBS, Children’s Church, or other activities involving children.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #21    
         May 23, 2021                  
             “Breath of God” 


   
      
               
    Pentecost Sunday

*I am now fully vaccinated. If anyone is not ready to come back to church yet and would like to receive communion, please call the church office so I can schedule a visit. ~Pastor Dave

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: Rushing Wind of the Spirit, breathe new life into us!

P: Blazing Flame of the Spirit, burn away our fears!
L: Comforting Presence of the Spirit, heal our wounds

P: Let us be prepared to worship and praise you, O Holy Spirit.
L: Spirit of God, come upon us this day and fill us with your love.

P: Make us people who will proclaim God’s good news in all that we do. AMEN.
Invocation:

Almighty God, your Holy Spirit came to Jesus’ disciples, hidden in an upper room in Jerusalem. A violent wind and tongues of fire were the symbols of a new thing happening in their lives. May your Holy Spirit burst into our lives today, encouraging and inspiring us to proclaim boldly the good news of Jesus Christ who offers healing and hope to all people. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text

New Testament: Romans 8:22-27
Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
*New Testament: Acts 2:1-21

Meditation:

“Breath of God”


I recently shopped for a pair of light weight, waterproof gloves specifically for hiking. I was a bit overwhelmed by all the varieties. There were color options, different materials, sizes, etc. I finally got the pair I liked the best. I admired the look and the weight. And as much as I admired those gloves, as good as they promised to be, they were lifeless until I put my hands inside them. They couldn’t fulfill their function until my hand was inside them. I’ve used this type of illustration before to give us a picture of how the Holy Spirit is given to us to give us life, power, and to become the people God made us to be in carrying out the mission to which we’ve been called. Plain and simple: following Jesus requires the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 


The story of the first Pentecost told in Acts 2 can be better understood with a bit of an understanding of Jewish life in 1st Century Israel. Pentecost is the Greek word indicating ‘50’. This celebration took place 50 days, or 7 weeks after the start of Passover. It was the Jewish harvest celebration, “Shavuot,” or first fruits. It was one of 3 celebrations in which observant Jews would travel to Jerusalem. Shavuot was also a celebration of Moses receiving the Torah on Mt. Sinai. As Passover was a celebration of God freeing the Hebrew slaves from Egypt, Shavuot was a celebration of God giving the Torah and forming the people of Israel as his own ‘treasured possession.’ 

 
Luke tells us that the disciples were all together in the same place. They’d been doing this since Jesus’s ascension some 10 days prior. All of a sudden there’s a sound of a violent, rushing wind. The language Luke uses is full of animation and power. They’re words of action and intensity. “Suddenly” is our first clue that this event took the disciples by surprise. But remember that Jesus said that they were to wait until the Holy Spirit came on them with power. If you’ve ever heard wind shrieking at gale force, or been in a tornado or hurricane, then you have an idea of what Luke is describing. It was not a nice, gentle breeze that brought relief from the heat. It was violent! Next came fire that appeared like tongues of flame that rested on their heads. Can you imagine their surprise and shock? And to cap it all off, they began speaking in languages they had never learned. Even if Jesus had spelled this all out for them before he left I doubt it would have kept them from being shocked. 


This wasn’t just a private event for the disciples only; the people out in the Jerusalem streets heard the wind and the speaking in different languages. Some of these people were observant Jews who had come to Jerusalem for Shavuot. Imagine their shock at hearing God’s praises being spoken in their native languages by men who had never learned them. Imagine their surprise to witness an event involving violent wind and fire in the same way that Exodus 19 describes the Israelites’ encounter with God on Mt. Sinai at the giving of Torah. And I imagine that the sound of many languages must have brought up thoughts of the Tower of Babel, in which God sent confusion among them by making them go from speaking one language to many because of their idolatry, pride, and arrogance. Now God was honoring those differences through the outpouring of his Spirit. What God had once divided by language was now united by God in hearing. 


Now Jesus’s followers were being compelled to leave their solitude and hiding to go into the world to be his witnesses wherever they might go. They weren’t going in their own strength. They weren’t filled with fear and trembling any more. They were filled with courage and conviction as the way Peter responds to the crowds, both the ones who welcomed God’s gift and those that rejected it, demonstrates. He addresses the mocking with common sense. He explains the recent events including this current one by means of scripture. This was something God had planned and was now putting into action as its time had come. God was continuing his redemptive act in the world, and Peter and the others were bearing witness to this new reality. 


This story has messages for us as well. First, just as the early disciples met together for encouragement, worship, and waiting on God, so are we to do the same. The author of Hebrews says in 10:24-25, “and let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together as is the habit of some, but encouraging on another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Being together matters. It strengthens us spiritually, it unites us in love and care for each other, and it encourages us as we carry out the mission of the Gospel together. Meeting together also helps as we wait on the Holy Spirit to guide us into whatever may be next. 


Waiting on God is not easy. We often don’t know exactly what we’re looking for. We’re not sure we will recognize God’s activity when we need to. Yet we wait in prayer, both in offering words, and in silent listening. We observe and are mindful of what we can, and we share those thoughts with one another for mutual discernment. And we remain ready for whatever it is God is guiding us towards. 


This text also reminds us that the gifts of the Spirit are not only for ourselves, they are given to us in service to others. Those gifts can and will bless us so long as we seek to use them in blessing others by sharing God’s love with them. 


And lastly, we are reminded that there will be those who willingly accept what God is offering through us, but there will also be others who not only reject what God is offering, but us as well. So we keep on being faithful in spite of that rejection in order to bear witness to Jesus’s love to any and all who will receive it. 


May the Holy Spirit, God’s divine breath fill you with new life, and equip you with every good gift in order to be a blessing to a world dying to know of its creator’s love. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Blow out the cobwebs of our stale, predictable lives, O Lord, with the wind of your Holy Spirit. Don’t let us just sit back and rest as though nothing important was happening. Remind us that you have come to bless and prepare us for your service. Now is the time of proclamation and celebration! Now is the birth of your church, not as an exercise in futility, but as a dynamic group of people who know you and love you as you know and love each of us. Flame up our hearts! Make us so joyful that we find it difficult to sit back and watch. We want to be part of your healing love and mercy. We want to be people who bear the word that your love for us is eternal; that Jesus Christ, our Savior, proclaimed and taught that love in all that he did and said, modeling for us a new way to live. Pick us up and propel us forward into your world. Help us to remember that you have given to us what we need to be your disciples. We just need to say a resounding "Yes!" to you. Thank you for all the wondrous patience and blessings you pour into our lives each and every day, as we offer our lives back to you in joy and hope. We now pray for friends and loved ones in need of your blessings and healing touch. 

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)

Thank you, Lord, for hearing our prayers. Thank you for not leaving us alone, but sending us your Spirit to guide, console, comfort, and pray for us when words fail us. Make us ready to receive your blessings as we seek to be a blessing to any and all who we encounter. Amen. 

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

God, out of God’s great love, has created you. Jesus Christ, out of his great love, has redeemed you. The Holy Spirit, out of great love, has lifted and inspired you to go in peace and service throughout God’s world, proclaiming the good news of peace, love, hope, and joy to all. Go in peace. AMEN.

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
