Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #9
Hymn:  Sweet Hour of Prayer (Hour of Prayer)
William Batchelder Bradbury | William W. Walford

CCLI Song # 32273   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Sweet hour of prayer sweet hour of prayer
That calls me from a world of care
And bids me at my Father's throne
Make all my wants and wishes known
In seasons of distress and grief
My soul has often found relief
And oft escaped the tempter's snare
By thy return sweet hour of prayer
Verse 2  Sweet hour of prayer sweet hour of prayer
The joys I feel the bliss I share
Of those whose anxious spirits burn
With strong desires for thy return
With such I hasten to the place
Where God my Savior shows His face
And gladly take my station there
And wait for thee sweet hour of prayer
Verse 3  Sweet hour of prayer sweet hour of prayer
Thy wings shall my petition bear
To Him whose truth and faithfulness
Engage the waiting soul to bless
And since He bids me seek His face
Believe His Word and trust His grace
I'll cast on Him my ev'ry care
And wait for thee sweet hour of prayer
Verse 4  Sweet hour of prayer sweet hour of prayer
May I thy consolation share
Till from Mount Pisgah's lofty height
I view my home and take my flight
This robe of flesh I'll drop and rise
To seize the everlasting prize
And shout while passing through the air
Farewell farewell sweet hour of prayer
Two Links to hymn:  
(For those who have internet and wish to sing a hymn)

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yz5pD6C9h-w 

        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xg282my5QyU 
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       ASCENSION SUNDAY
                            SUNDAY MAY 24, 2020
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).

      You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
Ritchie Moorhead, (Holy Spirit Hosp.); Vickie Shoffler; Rachael Bryson & Family; All People & health workers, etc affected by the C-virus; Colleen Bublitz; Sandy Zimmerman; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly; Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Judy Miller; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick;  Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani; Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Cathy Steppy; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer    
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; June Wiest; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, please send prayer requests (or if prayer needs change) to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed on front cover.
Our Daily Bread devotionals are available. If you wish to have one, we can mail it or there are some on Time Capsule (to the left before the three front entrance church doors).
                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Physical services (activities, meetings, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba) at Valleys remain suspended as long as stay at home order is effect.  You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out. Valleys will abide with CDC, state, & government recommendations in order to keep our congregation and others safe.  We pray everyone is staying safe. We pray for everyone in our congregation, in our communities, in our state, and around the world. If we focus on God, listen to His voice, pray for people to come to Jesus as their Lord and Savior; we can continue work to build His Kingdom through this time. God’s Word is reaching people all over the world and they are turning to Him! We praise God for His loving heart!
MISSION NEWS: Please remember as you are cleaning out closets this spring and summer, the Free Back-to School Yard Sale will (hopefully) be held in August. We are accepting donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade at Valleys church. 
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032.  We thank you for your faithful contributions. Because of your generosity we have been able to meet our financial obligations. Due to the church being closed for services, financial deposits and financial reports are being done every other week at this time so there may be a delay in the deposits of checks that are given to Valleys. We ask for your understanding and patience during this time if you do not see that your check has been deposited when you receive your monthly statement. Please call the church office if you have any questions.
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND: Take time to honor and remember family members and friends who served in the military and have gone to be with the Lord. We remember them with hearts full of love and thanks.  Valleys offices will be closed on Monday May 25 in observance of Memorial Day. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
Acts 1:14 - They all joined constantly to pray as a group, together the women and Mary the mother of Jesus and his brothers.

LINKS TO THE LORD’S PRAYER: If you have internet and have never heard “The Lord’s Prayer” sung, please listen to these beautiful renditions.  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=the+lord%27+prayer+played+on+organ&&view=detail&mid=DE3F6BE6E28DADAFC473DE3F6BE6E28DADAFC473&&FORM=VDRVRV 

The Lord’s Prayer sung by Bill & Gloria Gaither

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=the+lord%27s+prayer+song&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dthe%2blord%2527s%2bprayer%2bsong%26qpvt%3dthe%2blord%2527s%2bprayer%2bsong%26FORM%3dVDRE&qpvt=the+lord%27s+prayer+song&view=detail&mid=C31C01DB8D499D23A076C31C01DB8D499D23A076&rvsmid=39CAB44DAEA20B2DC16739CAB44DAEA20B2DC167&FORM=VDRVRV
The Lord’s Prayer Piano solo
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=the+lord%27+prayer+played+on+organ&&view=detail&mid=7CC50E30BC3E428730FD7CC50E30BC3E428730FD&&FORM=VDRVRV 
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032
Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #9
          Week of May 24, 2020

              Acts 1:4-14
7th Sunday of Easter – Ascension Sunday                
  “Things To Do While Waiting”
John 17:10-11 “All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”
I find it encouraging to know that Jesus prayed for us some two thousand years ago knowing the challenges we would face and our need for his presence in our lives. We might hope for a dramatic revelation of God’s Spirit, but more often than not, the Spirit comes both unbidden and unseen. The hard part for me is that God almost always asks us to wait. And while waiting can be a hard thing, it is not a bad thing. As we wait for the day when we can be the church gathered, may you find hope and life in the presence of Jesus Christ through the indwelling of his Spirit. 
In His Grip, 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:

Today is Ascension Sunday when we celebrate Christ’s return to God. We look up in wonder as he is lifted from us into heaven! But this is not a time to gaze upward. There is work to be done. Jesus has entrusted the ministry of God’s love to us. Let’s get to work!

Let’s make our hearts ready for the task ahead with prayer and praise!

Invocation:

God of incredible surprises, as we gaze into the clouds, remind us that we are standing on holy ground. Place our feet on the pathways of peace and hope. Draw our attention from the vision of the Lord rising to the heavens to be with you and help us to focus on the ministries that you would have us do. Keep us ready and willing always to serve you all our days. AMEN.
Readings:
Psalm: Psalm 68:1-10; 32-35
Gospel Text: John 17:1-11

New Testament: Acts 1:4-14

Meditation:
“Things To Do While Waiting”
How many of you like waiting? What things do you hate waiting for? There are things all of us have a difficult time for which we have to wait. I hate waiting to make a turn out of the Valleys driveway onto Peters Mountain Road, or out of or into the parking lot at Giant during rush hour. I hate being put on hold for 5 minutes waiting for a 30 second response. I hate having a 1 o’clock appointment and am kept waiting until 1:45 before being seen. I hate having medical tests done and then have to wait for a week or longer to hear the results, and the test results don’t reveal anything conclusive. I guess, by in large, I hate waiting. 
And so do most Americans. Here are some changes we have made in just the last couple of decades to get away from having to wait. It is no longer good enough to have a phone at home – now we need a phone in our pocket that can also function as a mini computer! We used to have to use dial up internet – now we must have High speed DSL, or wireless internet ...to send a letter via the post office – now we can send it via e-mail ...to save and pay cash for material possessions – now we can use credit to have today ...to plant, fertilize and watch your garden grow – now you can use miracle grow ...to heat the oven and prepare food – now we have microwave dinners, soup, etc. The list could go on and on.
The disciples were faced with waiting... yet again. They had experienced 3 years of Jesus and his ministry. They experienced the emotional roller coaster of Holy Week. They had been blown away at the reality of Jesus’ resurrection, and now they had just experienced being with the risen Christ for the last 40 days in all kinds of different settings Now, rather than being told to go and turn the world upside down, Jesus tells them to wait; at least for a bit longer. 
But their waiting would be for something they couldn’t quite understand the full implications of what it meant, the promise of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Just to show how little they really grasped this, they were still believing that somehow all of what had happened with Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection had to do with the restoration of Israel over and above the Roman Empire. They still wanted Jesus to deal with their own agenda, and their immediate desires. And as such, Jesus reminds them of God’s agenda for them. They are to be his witnesses.
Part of God’s agenda was for them to give up their own agenda – to give up their need to know God’s timetable and to learn dependence on God for the mission he had given them. Spreading the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ was the mission they were given, and they needed certain tools to be able to fulfill that mission. They needed the Holy Spirit, they needed a life immersed in prayer, and they needed patience.

And while they were pondering this, Jesus ascends to heaven right in front of their eyes! A cloud comes down, and he’s gone; the same kind of cloud that guided the Israelites through their desert wanderings. It was the same kind of cloud that surrounded Solomon’s temple at prayer times and displayed God’s glory in the face of Baal worship. It was the same kind of cloud that God’s voice spoke from and told of his love and favor for Jesus at his baptism, and again at his transfiguration – God’s glory come down in the form of the cloud to take his Son away. 

That would be enough to leave anyone google-eyed! And so, they needed a gentle reminder, in the form of two angels mind you, that they should go and wait for the promise Jesus had just made to them.

So, they did just that; they headed back to Jerusalem to the room where they had been staying… and they waited. And they waited some more. But Luke tells us that they weren’t idle in their waiting. 

They committed themselves to prayer. And this theme of being devoted in prayer with one another runs like a thread woven in a tapestry throughout the book of Acts. Prayer is what they did while waiting. It becomes a part of many things they did together and forms the backdrop as to how they received guidance from God as to what they should do next in living out the mission Jesus gave them. 

So, what guidance from God can we take away from this text? First; God wants us to be in tune with his agenda. We can know God’s general agenda of his working to reconcile himself to the world through the person and work of Jesus Christ as revealed in scripture. But knowing how to live that out in our own individual lives, as well as in the life of our church can be challenging to say the least. And one of the most challenging things God offers us is the opportunity to wait both on him, and with him. But how do we do that without losing interest or losing our minds from being idle?

One thing is by remembering that we are called to be Jesus’ witnesses. We can always find opportunities to share what Jesus means to us and what he has done in our lives with people who are willing to listen and want to know about this Creator who loves them. I don’t mean we just go sharing willy-nilly, but we share with folks that we interact with every day – with folks with whom we may already have a relationship. We can learn to make telling of God’s goodness and love towards us a part of our everyday speech without it being artificial or hokey. 

And then we can pray. Prayer is not just passively waiting, or something we do when we don’t know what else to do. Prayer is active participation in the mission of God. As such, we don’t just give up on prayer as if God is either saying ‘no’ or ignoring us. In Luke 18:1-8, Jesus reminds us in the parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge that being persistent in prayer is a dynamic, crucial aspect to our faith. It is a reminder that sometimes we have to wait to have the answers to our prayers realized, as well as a reminder that prayer is Kingdom work. 

Prayer is what lines our hearts up with God’s heart. Prayer is part of the discernment process we go through to find out what God’s next step is for us in fulfilling his mission. Prayer is so much more than something we do when we don’t know what else to do – it is what God wants us to do in the waiting as well as in the doing. And it is not just asking God’s blessing on our own plans hoping that somehow, they match his plans. We wait prayerfully for our marching orders. 

Truthfully, it can feel like prayer is futile work. It can feel like when we pray the same prayer requests over and over, day after day, night after night, that they are falling on deaf ears or that we are doing something wrong. Don’t give up. It may just be God getting you in tune with his agenda for you. Someone once said to never pray for patience; it means God will make you wait. I believe now that God makes us wait anyway, so why not pray for patience? God will let us know when it’s time to do the next thing. Don’t give up in the waiting… pray!
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer:

With mouths gaping open and eyes looking heavenward, we trace the ascension of our beloved Savior Jesus Christ back to you. We would like to stand here, looking heavenward and thinking about how much Jesus means to us, but we are called to lower our eyes and get moving to serve you in this world, Lord. We can hold the image of his ascension in our hearts, but our hands and spirits must be ready to do the work that you have set before us. You have asked us to live out our Resurrection faith in service, offering peace and justice, hope and healing to all whom we meet. It is easy for us to lift the names of those near and dear to us in prayer in our worship service. We want your healing mercies for all who are ill, who mourn, who are lost and alone. We want to rejoice in prayer with those who have received special joys during this week. All these things are important to us and we know they are important to you. Help us to live the prayers we ask. Help us to be agents of healing and mercy, of peace and hope. We offer our lives and prayers to you in the name of our ascended Lord, Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Hymn suggestion:

“Sweet Hour of Prayer” -

        (Words and links for the hymn are in the bulletin, if you have internet and wish to sing the hymn.)

Benediction:
The power and love of Jesus Christ is with you. You are sent forth to be his witnesses in the world, bringing the good news, healing, establishing ministries of justice and peace. Go in confidence and the power and love of God goes with you. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
