Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #6
Hymn: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
CCLI Song # 24078   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1

Savior like a shepherd lead us
Much we need thy tender care
In thy pleasant pastures feed us
For our use thy folds prepare
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Thou hast bought us thine we are
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Thou hast bought us thine we are
Verse 2

We are Thine do thou befriend us
Be the guardian of our way
Keep thy flock from sin defend us
Seek us when we go astray
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Hear O hear us when we pray
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Hear O hear us when we pray
Verse 3

Thou hast promised to receive us
Poor and sinful though we be
Thou hast mercy to relieve us
Grace to cleanse and pow'r to free
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Early let us turn to thee
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Early let us turn to thee
Verse 4

Early let us seek thy favor
Early let us do Thy will
Blessed Lord and only Savior
With thy love our beings fill
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Thou hast loved us love us still
Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus
Thou hast loved us love us still
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                            SUNDAY MAY 3, 2020
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).

      You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Sally Snyder; *Rachael Bryson & Family; All People & health workers, etc affected by the C-virus; Colleen Bublitz; Pastor Dave Guertin; Sandy Zimmerman; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly; Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Tom Hale; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Judy Miller; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Phyliss Corsnitz; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin;  Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Judy Meredith; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani; Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Cathy Steppy; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; John Sweikert; Janet Helt: Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer; Susan Lazor    
OUR SHUT INS: Vickie Shoffler; Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; June Wiest; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Ritchie Moorhead; Janet Noblit 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, please send prayer requests (or if prayer needs change) to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed on front cover.

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, love, thoughts and prayers to Rachel Bryson & family as Rachael’s sister Joan Rothermel went to be with the Lord this week. May God surround them with his loving arms of comfort and peace.
                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Physical services (activities, meetings, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba) at Valleys remain suspended as long as stay at home order is effect.  You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out. Valleys will abide with CDC, state, & government recommendations in order to keep our congregation and others safe.  We pray everyone (who can) is staying home and staying safe. We know it is a scary time for many people worrying about loved ones and also frustrating for people who can’t go to their jobs. If we focus on God, listen to His voice, pray for people to come to Jesus as their Lord and Savior; we can continue work to build His Kingdom through this time. God’s Word is reaching people all over the world and they are turning to Him! We praise God for His loving heart!
MISSION NEWS: May 12 Community Meal Menu: Choose ONE (Hamburger OR Hot dog); Baked Beans, Macaroni salad, chips. (Meals must be reserved by May 6 by calling the church office.) If you wish to volunteer for the May Community Meal (takeouts only), please call the church office as we can only have 5-6 people to help keep a safe distance while we serve others. 
    Also please remember as you are cleaning out closets this spring and summer, the Free Back-to School Yard Sale will (hopefully) be held in August. 
We will celebrate Holy Communion this Sunday May 3 during the online service. Please have grape juice and bread ready if you wish to participate.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off  at the church during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032. 
LINK to Hymn: “SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US”
(For those who have internet and wish to sing a hymn)
      Hymn: “Let Us Break Bread Together”

        CCLI Song # 28249  CCLI License # 2572107
            © Words: Public Domain   Music: Public Domain 

Verse 1

Let us break bread together
On our knees
Let us break bread together
On our knees
Refrain

When I fall on my knees
With my face to the rising sun
O Lord have mercy on me
Verse 2

Let us drink the cup together
On our knees
Let us drink the cup together
On our knees
Refrain

Verse 3
Let us praise God together
On our knees
Let us praise God together
On our knees
Refrain

LINK to Hymn: “Let US Break Bread Together”
Since we are celebrating Communion Sunday May 3 this hymn is very appropriate also.

AN INTERESTING NOTE: Over 200 people view our online weekly services! 
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The scrambled words and phrases below are all found in
the Bible. They all have something in common. Find what
that is. First, unscramble the words. Next, transfer the circled
letters in order to the lines at the bottom of the page.

1) eiVn _ _Q_

2) ilLy fo teh elaVly

3) ablmfodGo — _()_ _ _— _ _ _
4) estMar _ _ _ _(__)_

5) eduss __@__

6) okRe —O)— —

7) rdBea fo eiLf . __O—

8) higlLt fo hte dorWI

9) voaSir _— ()

10) dotr _ _ _(O)

1) ishcrt — — — _(O—
12) ehSprhed O — — — —

13) TehdoWr — — _ _(O)— —

14) rncPie fo cePae

What do all these words have in common?
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  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032
Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #6
  Week of May 3, 2020

                  John 10:1-10






4th Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:46-47 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus. I hope you are finding ways to be grateful to God despite all the challenges we currently face. So much of life seems to be on hold right now, and if you’re anything like me, you’re longing for things to move in a better direction. Yet God is still on his throne. The love and companionship of Jesus is not on quarantine. And we can still celebrate God’s goodness as seen in the blossoms of spring pointing us to the reality of new life. While we remain separated by the pandemic, we are united in the death and resurrection of Jesus. For this we can be truly thankful. 
In His Grip,

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship
Though the way seems long and the road rough

Yet will we trust the One who leads us.

Though the direction is unknown, and we don’t know the outcome

Yet will we place our lives in Christ’s loving care. 

It is Christ who brings us out to green pastures and restores our souls.

It is Christ who gives us hope and peace. Praise be to Christ our Lord. AMEN.

Invocation
We are standing at the gate, o loving Shepherd, not sure about the journey. But you have called our names, and in your voice we hear such love and surety. Bring us safely on the journey and strengthen us that we may serve you in all that we do. AMEN.

Readings:
Psalm: Psalm 23
New Testament: Acts 2:42-47 

Gospel Text: John 10:1-10

Meditation:

Our family is “owned” by a Green Cheeked Conure (a type of parrot) named Kayla. Among the many things she does to endear her to us is she has a call for each of us. If she wants my attention she says, “pretty bird.” If she wants my wife’s attention, she makes a sneezing noise calling, “achoo.” We learned this over the years of interacting with her. She is amazingly intelligent and very aware of who is home and when. Whenever we walk in the door after being away, she calls in a rather loud cry. Once we say, “hi Kayla,” she responds with the corresponding call of whoever said “hi.” She has come to know our voices and we mostly know what she wants based on her calls to us. 


The text from John’s Gospel is all about knowing the voice of Jesus. It’s about how we discern his voice among the many other voices and noises in our world that vie for our attention. 


The context is in the midst of a series of discussions and questions about Jesus’s identity: Is he the Messiah, or not? Is he truly from God, or is he like so many other would be messiahs that cropped up during that time period that left Israel continually disappointed and asking God, “how long, O Lord, will we suffer?


Jesus had just healed a blind man and the Pharisees took issue with Jesus and his teachings and actions. Now Jesus uses an illustration about sheep and shepherds that touched at the heart of Jesus and his mission. And a big part of Jesus’s choice to use this image is that faithful, believing Jews thought of God as their shepherd, i.e. the 23rd Psalm and Ezekiel 34 to name 2 references. There would be no mistaking Jesus’s claim of being from God. 


It might help us to understand a few things about shepherding in 1st century Palestine. The sheepfolds were enclosures that were built or laid up against rocky structures or even cliff walls. They were scattered all over the wilderness areas of Palestine for common use. Think like our national park campgrounds… kind of a first come, first served venue. They were waist high stone walls that were topped with thorny branches and had one small entrance that functioned as a gate. The design was intended to protect the sheep from any kind of predation from any animal looking for mutton for dinner. The shepherd would place more dry, thorny brush in front of the entrance, or he would lay across the entrance itself functioning as a gate. These are the images Jesus’s listeners would have in their minds as he spoke. 


Jesus as the Good Shepherd is both a claim to be one with God, and the one who guides, leads, and protects his sheep: his followers. The implication being that anyone else claiming to be Messiah was like a thief and bandit looking to ‘steal’ his sheep. They might look and sound like Jesus, but they are out for themselves thinking only about what’s in it for them with little or no concern for those they seek to lead astray. At the heart of their message would be things other than the Good News of Jesus and his teachings. 


Another implication is that just as there is only one way into the sheepfold, and one gate to cross, Jesus is the way to gain access to God’s Kingdom. He is the only way. There may be many paths that lead to the gate, but there is only one gateway: Jesus. 


The image of Jesus as a shepherd would have evoked other connections too. Being a Palestinian shepherd in 1st century Israel was no easy thing. It required skill and was an art that took time to learn. You needed to know when the rainy seasons would make the wilderness bloom and provide good pasturage. You had to know how best to avoid wilderness predators and how to fight them off. And you had to know the locations of the different sheepfolds and how long it took to get from one to the other so you could get your flock inside for safety before night settled in. 


A good shepherd would also take time to train his sheep to hear his unique call. Many flocks might mingle together for grazing purposes, but they had to be separated as they went their own ways. Each shepherd had his own call, so his flock knew who to follow. And good shepherds lead their flock from the front. The sheep, not being the brightest of animals, could follow where their shepherds guided. 


Being a good shepherd was tiring, severe, and hazardous work. Like farming today, it is a way of life that takes everything you have and all you are to do well. Hirelings, or ‘bad shepherds’ to use Jesus’s terms, had no such personal investments. They would do the work so long as they got paid. If things got to difficult, they turned tail and fled. They stayed connected only so long as they had something to gain. In short, they didn’t really care for the sheep. And by contrast to the good shepherd, they pushed their sheep from behind; poking, prodding, and goading them to where they wanted them to go. They didn’t lead, they drove. 


The sheep learned their master’s call so that they could follow him. Sheep are skittish and fearful by nature and will only really follow the one with whom they are familiar. 

Jesus draws on these images to illustrate the nature of who he is, and who we are in relation to him. In that time and setting Jesus’s flock consisted of Jewish people who believed in him as Messiah, as well as others who were learning to ‘hear his voice.’ Jesus’s reference to another fold gives hint to his fuller mission to include Gentile people, and thus all humanity would be invited to join his flock. 

Two questions come to mind for us to consider. The first is this: How well trained are we at hearing our Good Shepherd’s voice? Have we learned to discern it from among the many voices that clamor for our attention and allegiance? Jesus calls to us in so many different ways through prayer, reading scripture, observing creation, and in the gift of belonging to one another through his death and resurrection. Do we hear his invitation even in the midst of our current circumstances?

The second question is this: How willing are we to follow his lead? How willing are we to follow into situations that feel risky, or even dangerous? Following Jesus is no easy thing. Jesus reminds us of the cost of discipleship. We are called to take up our crosses and die to ourselves daily. We are called to not allow ourselves to be influenced by anyone or anything that would seek to break our relationship with Jesus, including friends and family. We are called to treat the needs of others as important as our own needs. And perhaps one of the hardest of all, we are called to forgive others and show love towards those who have hurt or wronged us. This is the path Jesus tread. This is the path he leads us on. This is the Kingdom of God at work in our lives. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer
Lord, help us approach the gate of this sheepfold with confidence. Let us walk through from our fears and doubts to lands of hope and peace, trusting in the Shepherd who seeks us, guides us, and cares for us. In so many of our ways, we are stubborn; yet you gently call our names, reminding us of your eternal love. As we have placed the names of those near and dear to us before you seeking your healing grace, help us remember that we also stand in need of your healing mercies. Help us place our trust in you. Help us reach out to others in confidence because of your love for us. For we ask this in Christ’s name. AMEN.
Hymn suggestion:

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us (#462 in the Red Hymnal if you have access to one)

Benediction:
Come through the gate of joy and hope, moving into the world that needs to hear the words of peace. Go in peace to all God’s people, bringing good news of Christ’s abundant love for them. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
