 Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #22
                            *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Elmer Feidt, (Country Meadows); *Bob & Joan Blosser, (friends of Shirley Miller); Barbara Lauver & Family & Friends; Mary Cooke; Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson; Kayla Gonder; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Ann Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Gary Miller; Kelly Shutt; Sally Snyder; Megan Enders; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Liam Neiswender; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Neva Smith; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Kevin; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders;  Karen Kahler; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder;  Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Listner; Guy Kerstetter; Dohn Fetterhoff; Pat Hauth; Bob Shumaker; Roxanne Fasick;  Pam Mauser;  Lori Graeff;  Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Brian Shoop; 18-month old Baby Alaina,  (Dave and Annie’s granddaughter, Guertin family’s Friends)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lamar Ressler; Lori Graff
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                  [image: image1.emf]

                       
    MAY 30, 2021
       Trinity Sunday
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                             Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

May 30, 2021 - Worship, 10:15AM
Trinity Sunday
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration
*Please Note: We can sing hymns very softly or hum along or feel free to follow along in the hymnal or bulletin.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                         
L:  When we cry "Abba, Father!", God hears and lovingly responds to us.

P:  Thanks be to God who forgives and lifts us up.
L:  Now we are called to be born anew!

P:  Open our hearts and our lives that we may truly be born with hearts aflame with God’s love. AMEN.
Invocation

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 6:1-8              (See Insert)
Psalm: Psalm 29:1-11  (Responsively)     (See Insert) 
New Testament:  Romans 8:12-17   (See Insert)                                      
*Gospel: John 3:1-17                        (See Insert)
Music -                    “Holy, Holy, Holy”       See Insert or Page 262                                                     

Sermon -            “The Necessity of New Birth”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Music -                      “And Can It Be?”       See Insert or Page 203   
Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you on Trinity Sunday! We continue to follow safety guidelines (take your temperature before attending church, social distance, face masks, hand sanitizer, visit outside the church) for everyone who feels comfortable attending In-Person services or anyone who wishes to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and mailed devotions. We are happy to accommodate you. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during church office hours or mailed.  

Please put your offering in the basket. Wait for Ushers to seat/dismiss you before/following the service.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: We will have a short meeting May 30 following Worship Service to discuss date for VBS and set a time for another meeting if necessary.

We plan to do Vacation Bible School this year (possibly a shorter one day event). Covid prevention protocols will be followed. As much of VBS as possible will be held outside to reduce risk of Covid. If you are interested in having your child participate or if you wish to volunteer to teach or help with games or crafts, please email valleysecc@verizon.net or call the church office (717-896-3118). 
DEACONS MEETING is Tuesday June 1 at 7:00PM.
SUB/WHOOPIE PIE FUNDRAISER PICKUP: If you ordered subs/whoopee pies, you can pick them up at Valleys on Thursday June 3rd beginning at 12:00Noon or call the church office to schedule a convenient time.
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back-to-School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 

May 30 -
9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

May 31 -  Memorial Day - Valleys church offices will be closed.

June   1 -  7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

June   3 -  3:00-7:00PM - Valleys Sub/Whoopie pie Fundraiser pickup
June   6 -  9:00AM - Sunday School
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship   Service or Online - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship)                  
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday June 8th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Italian bread, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert. Call church office by Thursday June 3rd to reserve meal. Please see signup sheet in social hall for food donations and helpers.        
HALIFAX COMMUNITY ‘FREE’ BACK-to-SCHOOL YARD SALE will be held at Camp Hebron on Friday August 13th and Saturday August 14th this year. If you are cleaning out your closets, we are looking for GENTLY USED, CLEAN (no torn or stained clothing please), or NEW clothing.  Drop off clothes at Valleys or Halifax High, Middle & Elementary School offices.
RENEW CHILD ABUSE CLEARANCES: If you had done an application for a clearance before, please see Donna for an application to renew Child Abuse Clearances in order to volunteer to work with children for Sunday School, VBS, Children’s Church, or other activities involving children.
Attendance: 

In-person worship for May 23 was 32.
Face book views for May 23 were 56.

Face book views for May 16 were 40.
DEVOTIONALS: We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are available that you may pick up or call us if you wish one sent to you.

                           SCRIPTURE READINGS   
 1st Reading - Old Testament Isaiah 6:1-8 (NLT)
6 It was in the year King Uzziah died[a] that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty throne, and the train of his robe filled the Temple. 2 Attending him were mighty seraphim, each having six wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 They were calling out to each other, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Heaven’s Armies! The whole earth is filled with his glory!” 4 Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building was filled with smoke. 5 Then I said, “It’s all over! I am doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have filthy lips, and I live among a people with filthy lips. Yet I have seen the King, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 He touched my lips with it

and said, “See, this coal has touched your lips. Now your guilt is removed, and your sins are forgiven.” 8 Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go for us?” I said, “Here I am. Send me.”
2nd Reading - Psalm 29:1-11 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Honor the Lord, you heavenly beings;
    honor the Lord for his glory and strength.
2 Honor the Lord for the glory of his name.
    Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.
3 The voice of the Lord echoes above the sea.
    The God of glory thunders. The Lord thunders over the mighty sea.
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful;
    the voice of the Lord is majestic.
5 The voice of the Lord splits the mighty cedars;
    the Lord shatters the cedars of Lebanon.
6 He makes Lebanon’s mountains skip like a calf;
    he makes Mount Hermon leap like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the Lord strikes with bolts of lightning.
8 The voice of the Lord makes the barren wilderness quake; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9 The voice of the Lord twists mighty oaks
    and strips the forests bare.

2nd Reading - Psalm 29:1-11 (NLT) Continued:
9 The voice of the Lord twists mighty oaks
    and strips the forests bare.
In his Temple everyone shouts, “Glory!”
10 The Lord rules over the floodwaters.
    The Lord reigns as king forever.
11 The Lord gives his people strength.
    The Lord blesses them with peace.
3rd Reading - New Testament Romans 8:12-17 (NLT)
12 Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do. 13 For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will live.

14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” 16 For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children

17 And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering.
*Sermon Text - Gospel John 3:1-17 (NLT)
3 There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. 2 After dark one evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.” 3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb and be born again?” 5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.” 9 “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked. 

*Sermon Text - Gospel John 3:1-17 (NLT) Continued:
10 Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t understand these things? 11 I assure you, we tell you what we know and have seen, and yet you won’t believe our testimony. 12 But if you don’t believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven.

14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. 16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.
History of hymn “And Can It Be?” Page 203
   “And Can It Be That I Should Gain?” is a Christian hymn written by Charles Wesley. Diamaid MacCulloch suggests that the hymn is one of the best-loved of Wesley’s six thousand hymns. It is also the source for the 200e song “You Are My King (Amazing Love)” which reached No. 1 on the Billboard Christian songs chart. “And Can It Be” was written in 1738 to celebrate Wesley’s conversion, which he regarded as having taken place on May 21 of that year. The lines “My chains fell off, my heart was free/I rose, went forth, and followed thee” are based on the story of the Liberation of Saint Peter in the New Testament.

    “And Can It Be” was first published in John Wesley’s Psalms and Hymns (1738). It is subtitled “Free Grace” in John and Charles Wesley’s Hymns and Sacred Poems (1729). Traditionally one of the great hymns of Methodism, this text appears in a number of modern hymnals.
Link for “Holy, Holy, Holy” (NICAEA)  (Pg 262 Red Hymnal) 

https://youtu.be/XsXPTBkhqfQ?t=1
 https://youtu.be/aWyBDgQqQjQ  (with singing)
Link for “And Can It Be?” Page 203 red hymnal)

https://youtu.be/nO43CHWBbbw?t=4 

https://youtu.be/VAOI2xwmYAw?t=1
Hymn: “And Can It be?” (SAGINA)    (Page 203 Red Hymnal)
Charles Wesley | Thomas Campbell   (Sagina)  Public Domain
CCLI Song # 25280    CCLI License # 2572107

   Verse 1  And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Savior's blood
Died He for me who caused His pain
For me who Him to death pursued
Amazing love how can it be
That Thou my God shouldst die for me
Amazing love how can it be
That Thou my God shouldst die for me

   Verse 2  He left His Father's throne above
So free so infinite His grace
Emptied Himself of all but love
And bled for Adam's helpless race
'Tis mercy all immense and free
For O my God it found out me
'Tis mercy all immense and free
For O my God it found out me
   Verse 3  Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature's night
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray
I woke the dungeon flamed with light
My chains fell off my heart was free
I rose went forth and followed Thee
My chains fell off my heart was free
I rose went forth and followed Thee

   Verse 4 No condemnation now I dread
Jesus and all in Him is mine
Alive in Him my living Head
And clothed in righteousness divine
Bold I approach th'eternal throne
And claim the crown through Christ my own
Bold I approach th'eternal throne
And claim the crown through Christ my own

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (NICAEA) Page 262 Red Hymnal)   
           Public Domain
John Bacchus Dykes | Reginald Heber

CCLI Song # 1156 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Holy holy holy
Lord God Almighty
Early in the morning
Our song shall rise to Thee
Holy holy holy
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons
Blessed Trinity
Verse 2  Holy holy holy
All the saints adore Thee
Casting down their golden crowns
Around the glassy sea
Cherubim and seraphim
Falling down before Thee
Which wert and art
And evermore shalt be
Verse 3   Holy holy holy
Though the darkness hide Thee
Though the eye of sinful man
Thy glory may not see
Only Thou art holy
There is none beside Thee
Perfect in power
In love and purity
Verse 4    Holy holy holy
Lord God Almighty
All Thy works shall praise Thy name
In earth and sky and sea
Holy holy holy
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons
Blessed Trinity  Amen
History of Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!" is a Christian hymn written by the Anglican bishop Reginald Heber (1783–1826). It is sung to the tune "Nicaea", by John Bacchus Dykes. Written during the author's time as vicar in Hodnet, Shropshire, England in the early 1800s, it was first published posthumously. It is one of Heber's most popular compositions, enduring into the 21st century in many Christian traditions. Intended for use on Trinity Sunday, the text invites worshipers to join in praising the trinitarian deity, paraphrasing

Revelation 4:1–11, written during a period in which the author was prolific, writing more than 100 hymns, many having survived to modern times.  It was published when Anglican authorities disapproved of the singing of hymns in churches, other than

metrical psalms, although there was considerable informal hymn-singing in parishes.  It is considered the author's best known and most widely used hymn, and remains popular in many denominations. It has been described as one of the rare hymns which appears "in just about every hymnal" and performed and recorded in various styles, by different artists.

The text speaks specifically of the Holy Trinity, having been written for use on Trinity Sunday, although it is used as a general hymn of praise throughout the liturgical year. The opening line (Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!) references Isaiah 6:3
and Revelation 4:8 and mirrors the opening line of the Sanctus
(Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts). Described as a "reverent and faithful paraphrase of Revelation 4:8–11" and of the Johannine vision of unending worship in Heaven, it is an example of Heber's dutiful attempt to avoid excessive emotionalism. A defining characteristic is that the text does not "initiate praise", but is rather an invitation to join in an endless song. Poetically, it is in the long and unusual 11.12.12.10 meter, contrasting with the shorter stanzas of most preceding English hymnody, such as that of Isaac Watts or  Charles Wesley. Additionally, every single line rhymes with the initial "holy".

The text has a wide scope, successively referencing humans, saints, angels and all living creatures, and its main theme is the "basic belief in the Trinity", which is shared by most denominations

of the Christian church despite other differences. The first stanza opens with an invitation to worship God in the morning; although variants have been sometimes used to adapt the hymn for any time 
of day. The second stanza magnifies the opening idea, with saints 

joining "in adoring the Majesty in heaven". The third stanza describes some attributes of the Christian deity, while the final stanza is a climax of the preceding with "earth and sky and sea" joining in praising the divine. Variants to the original text in modern hymnals are relatively minor, mostly found in usage by non-trinitarian groups such as the Mormons – where the final line is changed to "God in His glory, blessed Deity!" – or as a push for more gender inclusive language “God in three persons blessed Trinity.”
The tune for this hymn, Nicaea, was composed by John Bacchus Dykes for the first edition of Hymns Ancient and Modern in 1861. The tune name is a tribute to the First Council of Nicaea – held by the Roman Emperor Constantine I in 325 – which formalized the doctrine of the Trinity.  

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #22    
         May 30, 2021            “The Necessity of New Birth”


   
      
               
        Trinity Sunday

*I am now fully vaccinated. If anyone is not ready to come back to church yet and would like to receive communion, please call the church office so I can schedule a visit. ~Pastor Dave

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call To Worship:

L: When we cry "Abba, Father!", God hears and lovingly responds to us.

P: Thanks be to God who forgives and lifts us up.
L: Now we are called to be born anew!

P: Open our hearts and our lives that we may truly be born with hearts aflame with God’s love. AMEN.
Invocation:

God of majesty and power, how awesome you are to us! The mountains tremble, the seas roar at the sound of your name! Yet you have chosen to come to us in love and tenderness. You have called us to be people who will act in ways of peace and justice in your world. Open our hearts and our spirits, Lord, to hear your word, and having heard, to act in ministries of hope and peace for all your earth. These things we pray in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm: Psalm 29

New Testament: Romans 8:12-17
* Gospel: John 3:1-17
Meditation:

“The Necessity of New Birth”


Today’s Gospel reading is one of the most familiar dialogues Jesus has in all of scripture, and contains, perhaps, the most memorized scripture verse of all time: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, so that anyone who believes in him will not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NLT). It’s one of the main verses in which the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC) finds one of its six affirmations: the necessity of new birth. In the earliest days of the ECC the “Mission Friends” as they were known, would often check in with each other with this question: “how is it yet with you and Jesus?” They understood that experiencing new birth in Jesus Christ, or being ‘born again,’ was central to what it means to be a follower of Jesus. 


These verses really hit home for me when I got to be present at the birth of our son. Seeing a new life, a new being, come into the world from an act of deep love brought to mind that our new birth in Jesus is also brought about by an act of deep love; one of the divine kind. And this is at the heart of the discussion between Nicodemus, a Pharisee and seeker of God, and Jesus. 


Nicodemus is genuinely curious about Jesus and who he is, and what he is doing. He’s someone who loves God deeply and wants to understand how God is at work in the ministry and teachings of Jesus. He honors Jesus as someone who comes from God based on the evidence of his miracles. He addresses Jesus as ‘Rabbi’ even though Jesus has no formal training in any of the traditional rabbinic schools. Nicodemus is drawn to Jesus to better understand him, yet he comes in the cover of darkness. Perhaps he was afraid of what his fellow Pharisees would think if they knew he was talking with Jesus, instead of judging Jesus as being outside of traditional Jewish teaching, and out of the direct influence of the Pharisees, who were the self-appointed guardians of what and who was considered OK by their standards. 


Jesus hits Nicodemus with the phrase, “you must be born again,” or born from above. In other words, theological knowledge isn’t enough. Going to synagogue or temple (or church) isn’t what opens the door to God’s Kingdom. Nicodemus’s problem was he was trying to make sense of this all using human knowledge and understanding, and Jesus goes on to make the point that what’s needed to understand God is being born of the Spirit. 


Jesus makes the connection between being born of water and also of Spirit. Theologians have often speculated at what ‘water’ might signify. It could refer to the amniotic fluid that a fetus grows and develops within the womb. It could refer to the fact that we’re made up of over 70% water. In other words, physical birth. It could also be referring to water baptism. It could be both! Either way, Jesus makes a distinction between being born of water and of Spirit. 

Spiritual birth is referring to the regenerative work done when we receive Jesus’s offer of forgiveness by faith in his death and resurrection. From that moment on we are ‘born from above’ by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Eternal Life for us begins at that moment. And while we choose to be baptized, we choose to accept God’s offer of forgiveness and New Life, it’s God who does the work. It’s God who draws us to himself. It’s God, in Jesus Christ, who does everything necessary to make New Life possible, and this is all done through the Holy Spirit’s work. Jesus goes on to point out that the nature of the Holy Spirit is unpredictable. The Spirit operates in ways that defy human understanding, and human control. This is a big part of Nicodemus’s struggle, and also for people throughout human history. 

But Jesus doesn’t want Nicodemus to get frustrated at his lack of understanding, so he uses an image from Israel’s past that points to what Jesus’s mission is about. Jesus references the story of the bronze serpent lifted up on a pole in the middle of the Israelites who were suffering from venomous snake bites brought on by their lack of belief in God (see Numbers 21:4-9). God instructs Moses to raise the bronze serpent so that anyone who’d look up at the serpent would be healed and not die. Jesus is telling Nicodemus that this is exactly what God has sent him to do: to be like that serpent, so that anyone who would look on him with the eyes of faith towards his death on the cross, would have New Life and not die. Just as the bronze serpent was the means by which they would be saved, so Jesus is also. 

Jesus goes on to explain that God did this all for love. It was not some moral code people had to try and follow. It was not a system of sacrifices and prayers that if followed and obeyed, a person could earn God’s favor. God, in the person of Jesus Christ, did what we could not do for ourselves. We cannot become right with God on our own. Yet God loves us so much he demonstrated that love at the cross, and showed that New Life could also be ours through Jesus’s resurrection. This is what Jesus is trying to help Nicodemus understand and accept by faith. 

One of the things Jesus wants us to grasp is that he didn’t come to make us good. He came and died to make us new! A whole new creation that started with his resurrection and now is offered to us. Not only that but God is the one who offers and brings about our new birth. We simply have to receive his offer of love as a free gift. This solution of forgiveness and being made right is beyond human wisdom because it is offered out of divine love. 

How do you know if you’ve been ‘born again’ or born from above? Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit testifies or makes known to our spirits that we belong to Jesus. We become increasingly aware of the presence and activity of God’s spirit within us. We also find that when we sin, our desire is to return to Jesus, or repent. We may struggle with sin, especially habitual sins, but deep down we want to lay that at the cross to become more and more the people God wants us to be. And lastly, but not only this, the fruits of the Spirit are evident in our lives; love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, self-control, etc. In other words, we look and act more like Jesus. After all, the word ‘Christian’ means ‘little Christ.’ 

So may you grow more and more aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit in your New Life. If you haven’t crossed that space from trying to please God on your own to fully trusting that what Jesus did on the cross was enough for God to forgive you, I invite you to ask Jesus to make you new. I invite you to ask Jesus to grant you the resurrection life he made possible, and receive that New Life and forgiveness as a free gift from God. My prayer for all of us, regardless of where we may be on our faith journeys, is that God would help us all be mindful of the presence of his Spirit, and respond to his leadings. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

We are struggling, Lord. You know how difficult it is for us to hear the news of violence and warfare and to see dear lives lost in battle and strife. We long for your peace to flood the world. We cry out for your presence. We wonder if you hear our cries. How small is our faith! From the very beginnings of time, you have poured your love into the world. People have made decisions about how to respond to that love. Some have chosen to act in ways of peace, justice and mercy, loving ministries of kindness and compassion. Some have chosen to impose their will on others, never acknowledging the rights and lives of those they oppress. Sometimes, we, by our attitudes as well as actions, have acted in ways of oppression whether intentionally or not. But you forgive and heal us. You call us to be your witnesses of peace to the world. We do not need to crawl to you during the night of our fears for healing. You have given us new life in Jesus Christ, who taught us about your love. Through Christ we are adopted as your heirs, your beloved children. You have given us opportunities to bring hope and peace to others. Let us seize these opportunities for ministries of hope. Encourage our hearts. Strengthen our spirits and our commitment to serve you. And in that spirit of service, we offer the names of loved ones and friends in need of your healing love. 

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones)

Thank you for always hearing our prayers, even if we don’t know the answer right away. Thank you that your Spirit knows what to pray when words fail us. Thank you for your love, which goes far beyond what we can understand or comprehend. And thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, that we might know your love and experience it in all we say and do. 

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

God of infinite patience, loving presence, and dazzling surprises, be with us as we leave this place today. Guide and guard our lives and bless our witness to your love. We go in peace seeking ministries of peace, justice, and hope. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
