Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #10
Hymn:  “Come, Holy Spirit” (Page 250 of  Red Hymnal)
Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither
CCLI Song #    CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1

Come as a wisdom to children
Come as new sight to the blind
Come Lord as strength to my weakness
Take me soul body and mind
Chorus

Come Holy Spirit I need Thee
Come sweet Spirit I pray
Come in Thy strength and Thy power
Come in Thy own gentle way
Verse 2

Come as a rest to the weary
Come as a balm for the sore
Come as a dew to my dryness
Fill me with joy evermore
Chorus

Verse 3

Come like a spring in the desert
Come to the withered of soul
O let Thy sweet healing power
Touch me and make me whole
Chorus
Links to hymn:  “Come, Holy Spirit”
(For those who have internet and wish to sing a hymn)
   (has lyrics on screen)
       Gaither Ver. Links to hymn:  “Come, Holy Spirit”     
  (doesn’t have lyrics on screen but very pretty)
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       DAY OF PENTECOST 
                            SUNDAY MAY 31, 2020
             The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

         3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                         Pastor David Guertin

            Office (717-896-3118)   Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
      Link:  View online services 
or on  YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
 MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*June Wiest, (Colonial Park Care Center Rm. G11B 800 King Russ Rd. Harrisburg, PA 17109); Bonita Heddings & Family of Pat Snyder; *Jordan Graeff, (Motorcycle accident, Gail Shertzer’s grandson); *Ritchie Moorhead, (Premier); Sandy Zimmerman; Rachael Bryson & Family; All People & health workers, etc affected by the C-virus; Andrew Snyder; Hope Byerly; Liam Neiswender;  Jane Baker; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Judy Miller; Kelly Shutt; Dorothy Rand; Neil Sturm; Vicki Guertin; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Stephanie S.; Kevin & Tricia Hammaker; Inez Boyer; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Scull; Carl Baker; Janelle Miller; Dawn Humphrey; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick;  Alan Bostdorf; Nancy & Tim Wilbert; Peyton Latsha; Seth D;  Jacob Castellani; Alfy Narouz; Lamar Ressler;  June Miller; Kevin; Angel Ocasio; Lance Chisom; Cathy Steppy; Barry Witmer; Tory Schreffler; Pearl Buffington; Eric Erdman; Jennifer Herb;  Howard Bahner; Jean Enders; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Brittany Welcomer    
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff; Lila Baddorf; Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; Vickie Shoffler; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries around the world, 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).  
If you wish to add someone to Prayer Request List, please send prayer requests (or if prayer needs change) to Valleys email, (also put on name of person submitting prayer request), or call the church office listed on front cover.
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian love, thoughts and prayers to Bonita Heddings and Family as Bonita’s sister Pat Snyder went to be with the Lord recently. May God comfort and sustain them during this time.
                                CHURCH CALENDAR
Physical services (activities, meetings, Halifax Senior Center, Zumba) at Valleys remains suspended until Valleys can be reopened safely to abide with CDC, state, & government guidelines to keep our congregation and everyone safe.  Pastor Dave and Council are working on a plan to safely open Valleys. You are invited to celebrate services in the safety of your home with online services and devotions that are mailed out. We pray for safety and health of everyone in our congregation, in our communities, in our state, and around the world. We will focus on God, listen to His voice, pray for people to come to Jesus as their Lord and Savior; we can continue work to build His Kingdom through this time. God’s Word is reaching people all over the world and they are turning to Him! We praise God for His loving heart!
MISSION NEWS: Please remember as you are cleaning out closets this spring and summer, the Free Back-to School Yard Sale will (hopefully) be held in August. We are accepting donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade at Valleys church. 
FREE TAKE OUT COMMUNITY MEAL will be held on Tuesday June 9. Menu: Ham loaf, macaroni & cheese, mixed vegetables, fruit cup, dessert. Meals must be reserved by Wednesday June 3rd so we may prepare sufficient food. Helpers and donations are needed. Please call the church office if you can help or donate or to reserve meals 717-896-3118. 
WEEKLY ENVELOPES/MONATARY DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church during church office hours (listed on cover page of bulletin) or mail them to Valleys E.C.C. PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032.    
  We thank you for your faithful contributions. Because of your generosity we have been able to meet our financial obligations.  Financial deposits and financial reports are being done every other week at this time so there may be a delay in the deposits of checks that are given to Valleys. We ask for your understanding and patience if you do not see that your check has been deposited when you receive your monthly statement. Please call the church office if you have any questions.
BABY CONGRATULATIONS to Steve and Renee Ramper on                      the birth of their daughter Addison Louise born on May 22. Proud Grandparents are Kevin and Becky Ramper; Proud Great-Grandparents are Donna Donahue and Ritchie Moorhead.
Our Daily Bread devotionals are available. If you wish to have one, we can mail it or there are some on Time Capsule (to the left before the three front entrance church doors).
[image: image2]
BABY CONGRATULATIONS to Steve and Renee Ramper on the birth of their daughter Addison Louise born on May 22. Proud Grandparents are Kevin and Becky Ramper; Proud Great-Grandparents are Donna Donahue and Ritchie Moorhead.
Our Daily Bread devotionals are available. If you wish to have one, we can mail it or there are some on Time Capsule (to the left before the three front entrance church doors).
Color page

[image: image3.emf]


[image: image4]
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), 
P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032
Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org 

Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #10
          Week of May 31, 2020

                      Acts 2:1-21

Pentecost Sunday                
  



     “Filled with the Holy Spirit”

John 20:21-22 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

Last week we focused on Jesus’s instructions to wait on the Holy Spirit. This week we celebrate that the Holy Spirit is come. And yet it feels like we are still waiting. We wait for life becoming something of normal, or a new normal, or even a better normal. We wait for the time we can gather in person without fear of catching or spreading COVID-19, or any other health issues that threaten the wellbeing of all, especially the most vulnerable among us. So, let us look forward with hope. Let us allow the Holy Spirit to inspire and fire our imaginations as to how we can be faithful witnesses to God’s unfailing love. Let us allow the creativity of the Spirit to fill our hearts and minds and move us to words and deeds of Jesus’s love in ways we may never have imagined so that others may see and know Jesus. 

In His Grip, 

Pastor Dave. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship:

Rushing Wind of the Spirit, breathe new life into us!

Blazing Flame of the Spirit, burn away our fears!

Comforting Presence of the Spirit, heal our wounds

Let us be prepared to worship and praise you, O Holy Spirit.

Spirit of God, come upon us this day and fill us with your love.

Make us people who will proclaim God’s good news in all that we do. AMEN.

Invocation:

Almighty God, your Holy Spirit came to Jesus’ disciples, hidden in an upper room in Jerusalem. A violent wind and tongues of fire were the symbols of a new thing happening in their lives. May your Holy Spirit burst into our lives today, encouraging and inspiring us to proclaim boldly the good news of Jesus Christ who offers healing and hope to all people. AMEN.
Readings:
Old Testament: Numbers 11:24-30

Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

Gospel: John 20:19-23

*New Testament: Acts 2:1-21

Meditation:
“Filled with the Holy Spirit”

I want us to take a moment to breathe. Slowly draw air in and notice how it fills your lungs. Feel it expand your chest. Feel the oxygen invigorate and energize you. Now let the air out slowly. Feel your body relax as the air leaves your lungs and your body returns to rest. Did you notice how the process of respiration gives you life? Keep that thought in mind as we explore the familiar Pentecost text. 


In both Greek and Hebrew, the words for ‘spirit’ are also the words translated as ‘wind,’ ‘breath,’ and ‘life.’ Both are extraordinarily rich words that Luke uses in a poetic word play to tell the story of what happened at that first Pentecost. 


Pentecost was celebrated fifty days after Passover. It was a celebration of first fruits, early harvests of wheat and barley. People from all over would be gathered in Jerusalem for this holiday, which explains the different people present that morning. Jewish people from many different regions, with many different regional dialects represented, not to mention Gentiles present for trade and commerce were gathered. And into this diverse mix we see God doing something new, but not previously untold. 


In the Old Testament we read about God pouring out his spirit on people. God gave his spirit to specific people for specific tasks. But what God does now is different. God’s spirit is given to all kinds of diverse people, but now it is given for the broader mission of going into the world to preach the good news of the Gospel; to heal the sick, free the oppressed, clothe the naked, care for the most marginalized in Jesus’s name. And to share the good news that forgiveness and freedom from sin are now offered through Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection. It’s free for the asking because God has made it possible once and for all. 


So, what does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit? How do you know when it happens? In verse 38, Peter tells the crowd responding to the disciples speaking in languages they never learned in the languages of the diverse crowd so they could understand God’s goodness in their native language, that if they wanted this same new life, they needed to repent of their sins, be baptized in the name of Jesus, and then receive the Holy Spirit. We need to be careful not to think of Peter’s instruction as some kind of formula. It’s not like do this, then do this and you’ll get this. It’s best to think of this as a package. Think of the story of the conversion of Cornelius and his household in Acts 10. Peter preached and before he could invite them to receive Jesus all of the people present were filled with the Holy Spirit. It was after this that Peter said they should be baptized. All of the elements of repenting, being baptized, and receiving the Holy Spirit are necessary for new life discipleship but aren’t necessarily sequential. 


Part of being filled with the Holy Spirit is we have a counselor or advocate with us. The idea of a counselor or advocate is best thought of as a defense attorney in a legal setting. Yet counselor can also have the meaning of comforter and guide. One that is always present with us just as Jesus promised. And being given and filled with the Spirit is for a purpose: the purpose of being Jesus’s witnesses in taking the Gospel with us wherever we go, to whomever we go. 


Another part of the giving of the Holy Spirit is to give life to and empower the church for its functioning in the world. Through the Spirit we, as Jesus’s disciples, are united together with  different spiritual gifts to be the living, breathing, body of Christ. You can read more about the different gifts and how God intends us to use them in Romans 12, Ephesians 4, and 1 Corinthians 12. What’s important to keep in mind is that every believer is given a gift or even gifts, but not the same gifts. We all have different gifts for our functioning together. No single person is given what is necessary for the body of Christ to grow and flourish, but together we have all the gifts necessary to fulfill our mission. 


What every believer has available to them is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. In Galatians 5:22-23, Paul lists the fruit of the spirit and contrasts them with what he calls the deeds of the flesh. This fruit of the spirit bears evidence to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in our lives. The better our relationship with Jesus, the more these ‘fruits’ are evident. It’s not meant for us to judge the quality of someone else’s relationship with Jesus, but for us to reflect on our own relationship. 


So, a lot of what we’re talking about is what it means to have our lives in the Holy Spirit, not just the Holy Spirit in our lives. What does that look like? In part it means developing a conscious daily dependence on the Holy Spirit. Brother Lawrence, a 17th century monk wrote a series of letters that were later compiled in a short book called, “The Practice of The Presence of God.” He describes how he would make every activity, prayer, and thought a prayer, an on-going conversation with God. In doing this he became increasingly aware of God’s presence in his  life. It wasn’t without challenges and struggles, but he found ways to bring his attention back to God when he found his mind wandering. 


Romans 7:14-ff tells us of Paul’s struggles with walking daily with Jesus. The struggle is real. The struggle is hard. It requires nothing short of total surrender to Jesus. And it’s something we can do daily. We can practice different spiritual disciplines like prayer, praying the scriptures, fasting, serving, and worshipping together. These can all help us draw closer to our life in the spirit, and better at orienting our lives towards Jesus, and serving others in Jesus’s name (think Great Commandment and Great Commission). 


To sum this all up, first we need to have our lives totally surrendered to Jesus moment by moment, day by day, season by season if we want to experience the fullest life in the Holy Spirit possible. We can take our own spiritual temperature by evaluating the presence of the ‘fruit of the spirit’ in our lives. It might be useful to ask a trusted brother or sister in Christ to give you some feedback on what they see in you. We need to keep in mind that the gifts of the Holy Spirit are given in service to others and the growth of the bride of Christ, not to make us feel special or better in some way. 


This life in the Spirit can be nothing short of amazing. It is life-giving, just like breathing. Our new life in Christ is, very simply, being filled with the Holy Spirit: God’s Holy Breath. Remember as you breathe your life in the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer:

Knock us off our seats, O Lord, with the wind of your Holy Spirit. Don’t let us just sit back and rest as though nothing important was happening. Remind us that you have come to bless and prepare us for your service. Now is the time of proclamation and celebration! Now is the birth of your church, not as an exercise in futility, but as a dynamic group of people who know you and love you as you know and love each of us. Flame up our hearts! Make us so joyful that we find it difficult to sit back and watch. We want to be part of your healing love and mercy. We want to be people who bear the word that your love for us is eternal; that Jesus Christ, our Savior, proclaimed and taught that love in all that he did and said, modeling for us a new way to live. Pick us up and propel us forward into your world. Help us to remember that you have given to us what we need to be your disciples. We just need to say a resounding "Yes!" to you. Thank you for all the wondrous patience and blessings you pour into our lives each and every day, as we offer our lives back to you in joy and hope. AMEN.
Benediction:
God, out of God’s great love, has created you. Jesus Christ, out of his great love, has redeemed you. The Holy Spirit, out of great love, has lifted and inspired you to go in peace and service throughout God’s world, proclaiming the good news of peace, love, hope, and joy to all. Go in peace. AMEN.
Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
